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THE LETTER TO THE CHURCH IN THYATIRA, REVELATION 2:18-29 

Well let’s turn in our Bibles please to the book of Revelation, chapter 2.  The subject of our study 
today is going to be verses 18 to 29.  Here we have the letter to the church of Thyatira.  Notice, 
then, Revelation chapter 2, beginning at verse 18: 

“18 And unto the angel of the church in Thyatira write; These things saith the Son of God, who 
hath his eyes like unto a flame of fire, and his feet are like fine brass; 19 I know thy works, and 
charity, and service, and faith, and thy patience, and thy works; and the last to be more than the 
first. 20 Notwithstanding I have a few things against thee, because thou sufferest that woman 
Jezebel, which calleth herself a prophetess, to teach and to seduce my servants to commit 
fornication, and to eat things sacrificed unto idols. 21 And I gave her space to repent of her 
fornication; and she repented not. 22 Behold, I will cast her into a bed, and them that commit 
adultery with her into great tribulation, except they repent of their deeds. 23 And I will kill her 
children with death; and all the churches shall know that I am he which searcheth the reins and 
hearts: and I will give unto every one of you according to your works. 24 But unto you I say, and 
unto the rest in Thyatira, as many as have not this doctrine, and which have not known the depths 
of Satan, as they speak; I will put upon you none other burden. 25 But that which ye have already 
hold fast till I come. 26 And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I 
give power over the nations: 27 and he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter 
shall they be broken to shivers: even as I received of my Father. 28 And I will give him the 
morning star. 29 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.” 

We are continuing together our study of the seven letters to the seven churches of Asia that Jesus 
wrote to them through His apostle John.  We see in these letters the heart of Jesus for His church, 
even though these churches were far from perfect.   

I find in these letters the strongest rebuke to those who claim to be Christians but who despise 
the local church and who never attend one, even when they are able to do so.  Those who claim 
to be Christians but who despise the church often say, Well, the church is full of hypocrites; or 
they say, The people in the church have treated me badly; or they offer any number of other 
excuses as to why they don’t need to go to church.  Those excuses will not be accepted by Christ.   

Christ freely acknowledges in these letters that His churches have problems.  Not only does He 
freely acknowledge in these letters that His churches have problems, He makes it very clear that 
they have serious problems, and yet He does not abandon these churches, nor does He tell His 
people to get out of these churches and go start new ones.  He does not say that because the 
church is so corrupt, just have church at home with your own family, or that because the church 
is so corrupt, just go worship God out in nature, because there it’s all pure.  Instead, Jesus 
expects that His people will be in church, even in churches that have serious problems, and He 
calls on them to work at fixing the problems in their church, not to abandon the church and just 
stay at home.   



So, let us be like Jesus.  Let us love the church and participate in the church, recognizing all the 
problems the church has and work at fixing those problems in that church, and not running away 
from them.   

Now if your church has become so apostate as to become a synagogue of Satan, then go find 
another church to attend, or start a biblical church yourself.  But do not under any circumstances 
declare church to be optional or unnecessary for your Christian life.  Jesus has the church at the 
very center and the heart and the core of His people’s lives and ministry, and it should be in that 
same place with us as well. 

The church we’re going to look at today in Thyatira was a church that had serious problems, but 
the solution Christ offered to the people in that church was not to flee the church, but to fix the 
church.  So many churches have descended into apostasy because the good people left the first 
time they saw something they didn’t like, instead of staying and fighting for and standing up for 
the truth and prevailing against those who were perverting it.  Let us do the same.  Let us fix the 
problem in our churches so that they become what Christ commends in these letters, and let us 
turn away in our churches from what Christ condemns in these letters, and let us work to 
eliminate those things from our assemblies, while reinforcing those things that Christ commends 
in those assemblies.  

That brings us then to our study today in the book of Revelation chapter 2 verse 18.  In the first 
place, let us consider together the introduction of the letter to Thyatira, found in verse 18: “And 
unto the angel of the church in Thyatira write; These things saith the Son of God, who hath his 
eyes like unto a flame of fire, and his feet are like fine brass.”  The introduction to this letter in 
verse 18 tells us who the recipient of the letter is and also tells us who the author of the letter is.   

Notice then first of all, the recipient of the letter.  The recipient of the letter is the pastor, the 
angel, the messenger, of the church at Thyatira, and of course the church at Thyatira itself.  So 
the recipient of the letter is the pastor and the church at Thyatira.   

Thyatira is a city that was situated far inland from the coast of Asia.  It sat between two major 
valleys, and therefore it was in a good position to be a center of trade, as people traveled from 
one of these heavily inhabited valleys to the other.  The city was, in fact, a significant 
commercial center, and in particular, it was a commercial center of the trades and thus contained 
a large number of trade guilds.   

These trade guilds were associations of craftsmen from various trades.  Belonging to the trade 
guild if you were in a particular trade was essential to your economic survival and success.  We 
know from archaeological research that Thyatira had a very large number of these trade guilds 
that trafficked in things like wool and linen, garments, pottery, metalworking, leather craft, the 
dying of cloth, and a whole number of other trades.  In fact, in Acts chapter 16 and verse 14, we 
read of Lydia, who was from Thyatira, that she was a seller of purple dyed garments, and she no 
doubt belonged to one of these trade guilds.   
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The problem was that membership in these trade guilds required you to participate in the worship 
of the particular idol which that trade guild revered.  These were not just commercial 
organizations then, but they also had a very strong religious dimension.  So if you were going to 
have membership in the trade guild, you also had to participate in the worship of the particular 
idol which the guild revered, and to participate in the feasts and the debauchery that went along 
with the worship of that idol.   

This posed an acute problem for Christian craftsmen, because it was very difficult for a man to 
make a living without belonging to the guild that represented his trade, since goods were 
marketed through these guilds.  And unless you joined and participated in the guild and the 
pagan worship and the immoral activity that occurred at its feasts, it was almost impossible to 
buy and sell and deal in the trade and the craft that you were skilled at. 

So the dilemma the Christians faced was this: To get ahead in the world, you had to belong to a 
guild, and if you belonged to a guild, you were required to worship its god and participate in its 
feasts.  You were expected to attend the guild festivals, eat the food offered to the god of the 
guild, and participate in the fornication that followed.  If the Christian quits the trade guild, he 
loses the ability to buy and sell and participate in the economic activity of his trade.  And if the 
Christian stays in the guild and attends the immoral feasts and eats the things sacrificed to idols, 
then he denies his Lord.  He’s in a tough spot.  What’s he going to do?   

Well in this difficult situation, the prophetess Jezebel declared that one could participate in the 
fornication and in the idol feasts and still remain a Christian in good standing with God.  This 
message offered by this prophetess both pleased the flesh and appeased the conscience, and was 
the source of Christ’s extremely strong reproof to this church.  This, then, was the recipient of the 
letter to Thyatira.   

Having seen the recipient of the letter, notice secondly, the author of the letter.  The author of this 
letter, like all these letters, is Jesus Christ, and He identifies Himself by the titles and the 
attributes that were revealed about Him in chapter 1 that are particularly suited to the needs of 
this individual church.  Notice in verse 18 that He identifies Himself first as the Son of God.   

“And unto the angel of the church in Thyatira write; These things saith the Son of God.”  Now 
this is the only place in the whole book of Revelation that this title is ascribed to Jesus.  Very 
clearly, He takes other titles of deity to Himself—the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, 
the beginning and the end, and other such titles.  But this is the only place in the book of 
Revelation He’s ever called the Son of God.  This title is used to declare the majesty of His 
person and the authority which He possesses.  When He calls Himself the Son of God, in 
essence, He is declaring His divine nature.  He is saying, I am God, the Son.  I am God’s Son. 

He also identifies Himself in verse 18, as the one “who hath his eyes like unto a flame of fire, 
and his feet are like fine brass.”  His eyes of fire and His feet of burning brass symbolize the 
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fiery anger of His wrath against sin.  What is the place of eternal damnation, but a place of fire?  
So fire is associated with wrath and judgment.   

Here Christ is presenting Himself to the church as the divine judge whose flaming eyes penetrate 
through Jezebel’s lies and deceit, and whose burning feet are going to trample and crush her and 
those who follow her into eternal damnation.  Elsewhere the Bible talks about Him trampling out 
the grapes of the wrath of God.   

So what we have here in this picture that Jesus identifies Himself by, is His eyes burn with 
indignation, and His feet bring irresistible devastation.  Here the Son of God presents Himself as 
the terrifying judge who will deal harshly with those who try to lead His bride the church into 
unfaithfulness to Him, like this female prophetess Jezebel was trying to do.  If someone were 
trying to lead your wife into adultery against you, would your eyes flame?  And this is exactly 
what was happening here.  This woman Jezebel was taking the bride of Christ and trying to 
involve her in fornication with another god, and Jesus is furious and angry and wrathful and 
coming as a punishing judge to deal with this person who is attempting to subvert His wife to 
another.   

Having seen the introduction of the letter to Thyatira in verse 18, notice in the second place the 
message of the letter to Thyatira.  This is in verse 19 to 25—quite a long section.  Notice first of 
all in this message of the letter to Thyatira, His commendation.  The commendation that Jesus 
gives to the church at Thyatira is that He tells them, You know, you’re doing some really good 
things.  And He identifies them in verse 19.  He says, “I know thy works, and charity, and 
service, and faith, and thy patience, and thy works; and the last to be more than the first.” 

Jesus opens His commendation with the words “I know.”  The point He is making here is that He 
knows everything there is to know about this church at Thyatira.  He knows the virtues they 
possess, He knows the works that they have done.  He knows the challenges and the temptations 
that they face.  And it’s a great comfort to realize that Jesus fully knows everything about us, and 
therefore He understands completely everything that we are going through.  No one understands 
like Jesus, because no one knows us like Jesus.   

And what does Jesus know about this church?  Well He lists a number of things that He knows.  
He says first of all, “I know thy works,” that is, I know your acts of obedience to my commands.  
I know the choices you have made.  I know the labor you have expended.  I know the deeds you 
have done out of love to me and out of submission to me.  You have served my kingdom and 
sought my glory.  I have seen your works and I am pleased with those works.   

The point is simply this: There is nothing you do in service to Christ that He does not take note 
of.  Often we do things for others, but they are unaware of it or they fail to even take note of 
what we have done for them.  But that is never the case with Jesus Christ.  He sees all we do for 
Him, and He is pleased by it and He remembers every little bit of what we have done for Him.  
So He said, “I know thy works.”   
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Secondly, He says “I know thy…charity.”  The word here for charity is love—it’s agape in the 
original.  He’s saying, I know the love that you have shown your brothers and sisters in Christ by 
serving their needs.  I know the love you have shown to the lost by preaching the gospel to them 
and inviting them to come to salvation.  And I know the love you have shown to me by keeping 
my commandments.  Unlike the church at Ephesus, which had neglected to maintain its love, 
Jesus said to the church at Thyatira, You have been fervent in your love.  You have kept it up and 
you’ve expressed it well. 

Thirdly He says, Not only do I know your works and your charity, I know your service.  He says 
to them, You have set aside your own desires and agenda in order to do what I have asked you to 
do.  You have sought first the kingdom of God, and what will establish and strengthen it most.  
When you saw a need, you willingly met it without complaint and with a cheerful heart.  You felt 
it a privilege to be allowed to serve me and to serve my people, and joyfully embrace the 
opportunity to do so.  I have seen how you have just acted with a servant’s heart and washed the 
feet of the saints.   

Then fourthly He says, I know your faith.  Now it’s impossible to keep working for God and 
loving God and serving God if we do not believe the promises of God are true, even though we 
do not yet see any indication of their fulfillment.  Only those who have genuine faith are able to 
persevere in the face of every earthly incentive to quit in serving God and in loving God.  Those 
who have faith live and act as though they have already seen the promises of God brought to 
pass, even though they have in fact seen no such thing.  It says of Moses that he endured as 
seeing Him who is invisible.   

The man of faith is the man that does not grow weary in well doing, for he knows that in due 
season he will reap if he faints not, because the promises are true.  You know, you can always tell 
who has genuine faith and who doesn’t, because those who don’t have genuine faith will 
persevere for a while in good works and love and service, but you know what?  That gets really 
old and it gets really tiresome and it costs you a great deal and it involves a lot of self denial.  
And if you don’t believe that stuff really matters, and you don’t believe God really takes note of 
it, and you don’t believe He’s really going to reward it, and you don’t believe you need to be 
patient until He does, you’re going to quit.   

You see, it’s the people who have faith who just keep on keeping on for a lifetime, in good works 
and in love and in service, because they really believe what the Bible says is true, and therefore, 
it’s going to be worth it all and they keep pressing on because they know that the prize of the 
high calling of God in Christ is awaiting them.  They believe it, and they believe it to the point 
that it motivates them to keep on going.  That is faith. 

Fifthly, He says to these people, I know your patience.  Patience is the disposition that bears up 
under difficulties with a good attitude for as long as it takes to see those difficulties resolved in 
God’s way and in God’s time.  You know, anybody can put up with something for a little while, 
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but to put up with it for a really long time, sometimes decades, waiting for deliverance from God 
in His way and in His time, and not taking short cuts that are ungodly to try to get our 
deliverance here and now?  Nothing less than biblical patience is going to enable us to achieve 
that.  The patient man is long suffering under trials and is long serving, even when there is little 
or no visible fruit.   

The Christians of Thyatira were not quitters.  They exercised obedience in the same direction for 
a long time, just doing the same things over and over again—the works and the love and the 
service.  They were steadfast and they were unmovable, always abounding in the work of the 
Lord, because they knew that their labor for the Lord wasn’t in vain, even though at times it 
appeared to be that way.  They knew that in the end it would prove to not be in vain, and because 
they had faith and because they had patience, they just kept on keeping on.  They didn’t say, 
Well, you know, we’re obeying God here, and we’ve been obeying God for, like, 15 years and 
we’re not getting results, so let’s go do it our way or the world’s way in order to get some results.   

Patient people don’t do that.  They say, I’m willing to wait for as long as it takes, doing God’s 
work, God’s way, until God is pleased to reveal the results.  Sometimes those things won’t be 
revealed until the day of judgment, and we have to be patient even until then.  So they were 
willing to wait for the day of judgment to see the fruit and the reward of their service to God, and 
Christ saw that patience and commended them for it.   

Sixthly, He says to them in verse 19, I know thy works; and the last to be more than the first.  
The point that Jesus is making here is that as these Christians at Thyatira grew in the Lord, their 
service to the Lord grew and expanded as well.  When they were a new church and when they 
were young believers, they had a certain level of obedience and service that they rendered to 
God, and it was good.   

But over time, that obedience and service grew, both in amount and in degree.  It became greater 
and greater.  They did far more for the Lord now than they had ever done in the past.  As their 
knowledge and their maturity and their experience grew, so did their productivity in serving God 
more comprehensively and more intensively in their personal lives.  So they were doing better 
and better, and they were doing more and more than they had ever previously done.   

Verse 19 paints a picture of genuine, normal Christians.  This is who they are, this is how they 
act, and this is what they look like.  And Jesus commends them for it.  They work for the Lord, 
they love the Lord, they serve the Lord, they have faith in the Lord, they have patience for the 
Lord, and they just keep working harder and harder on behalf of the Lord.  That’s what real 
Christians look like.   

That brings us to our second subpoint.  Having seen the commendation, notice secondly the 
condemnation.  The condemnation that Jesus now gives is in verses 20 and 21.  He says, 
“20 Notwithstanding I have a few things against thee, because thou sufferest that woman Jezebel, 
which calleth herself a prophetess, to teach and to seduce my servants to commit fornication, and 
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to eat things sacrificed unto idols. 21 And I gave her space to repent of her fornication; and she 
repented not.” 

Jesus has some very severe criticism for this church at Thyatira because it has tolerated 
corruption in its leadership, in the person of this woman Jezebel.  Jezebel is probably not her 
actual name, but she was seducing the people of God into idolatry, just like the actual Jezebel of 
the Old Testament seduced Israel into idolatry in Baal worship.  So she is called by the name 
Jezebel because in her behavior, she symbolizes and acts in the way that Old Testament Jezebel 
did.   

We do this all the time.  We see someone who’s a traitor and say, Oh, he’s a Judas.  Judas isn’t 
his actual name, but we use that name to symbolize who this person is.  That’s probably the case 
here.  This woman’s name probably wasn’t actually Jezebel, but she was a Jezebel, in that she, 
like the actual Jezebel of the Old Testament, led the people of God away from faithfulness to 
God and into the worship of a false god and all the wickedness that that entailed.   

There were several problems with the people at Thyatira allowing this woman to teach in their 
church.  The first problem with allowing this woman to teach in the church is just simply the fact 
that she was a woman.  This alone should have disqualified her from any leadership or any 
teaching position in the church.  Paul is very clear on the role of women in the church when he 
says in Second Timothy 1 and verse 12, “But I suffer not a woman to teach, nor to usurp 
authority over the man, but to be in silence.”   

Therefore, no woman is ever authorized by God to be a teacher in the church, no matter what.  
And in any church where you have female pastors or female teachers, you always, without 
exception, have problems with aberrant teaching, because if a woman is going to ignore the part 
of the truth of the Bible that tells her not to teach or lead, then she will also ignore or twist other 
teachings of the Bible as well.  God will never bless what He has forbidden, and no female 
teaching in the church ever conveys the blessing of God to that church, because it is done in 
direct contradiction to the will of God for that church. 

But the second problem with this woman teaching in the church is not just that she was a woman, 
but that she claimed to be a prophetess.  Notice, even Jesus says, “Thou sufferest that woman 
Jezebel, which calleth herself a prophetess…”  The problem is that she claimed to be not just a 
teacher, but more than a teacher.  She claimed to receive direct revelation from God, like Sarah 
Young in her book, Jesus Calling.  Clearly, her teachings were contrary to the written word of 
God, and therefore could not possibly be coming from God.  So she’s saying, It’s perfectly fine 
to worship idols, and it’s perfectly fine to commit fornication, when God says, First 
Commandment: I am the Lord thy God, thou shall have no other Gods before me; and the 
Seventh Commandment: Thou shall not commit adultery.  How could she be a prophet of God 
when she is teaching directly contrary to the revealed word of God?  So her second problem was 
not just that she was a woman, it was also that she was a liar.  She was no prophetess at all. 
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But there’s a third problem she had, and that is that she was teaching the people of God that it 
was perfectly fine to commit fornication and to eat things sacrificed to idols.  Notice verse 20: 
“to teach and to seduce my servants”—here it is—“to commit fornication, and to eat things 
sacrificed unto idols.”  The fornication that she was teaching them to engage in was both 
physical and spiritual.  It involved participation in the craft guild meetings where physical sexual 
immorality was practiced as part of the act of the worship to the guild god.  And of course, this 
also involved spiritual adultery against God as well by eating the food that was offered to the 
craft guild god as an act of worship to that god.  Now we understand very clearly, do we not, that 
the church is the bride of Christ, and therefore she is supposed to be faithful to Him.  When 
believers worship another god beside Jesus, they are committing spiritual adultery against Jesus.   

So rather than experience economic loss, and rather than endure public and social rejection and 
ridicule for withdrawing from the wicked association of the craft guilds, this Jezebel-like woman 
comes along and teaches the believers that they could commit both physical and spiritual 
adultery, and that was just fine with God.  She was seducing them into doing great evil with her 
teachings.  Just like the serpent seduced Eve into disobeying God in the Garden of Eden, this 
woman was seducing the believers by her teaching to do great evil against God in the church and 
in the society in Thyatira.   

Now what’s amazing is the patience and mercy that God showed to this woman.  Notice 
verse 21.  He says, “I gave her space to repent of her fornication.”  You know, when she first 
started teaching this stuff, God didn’t do anything, He just gave her time, gave her space, to 
recognize and realize what she was doing was evil and wrong, and to turn away from it, but she 
didn’t.  Verse 21 says, “she repented not.”  She spurned the opportunity to repent and escape the 
wrath of God, and now that wrath is imminent.   

And you see, this is what happens.  God is very patient with the wicked, and He often withholds 
His judgment for a long time, giving them space and room to repent.  Eventually that patience 
runs out, and eventually He lowers the hammer, but until He does, they think, Well, He must not 
care because He’s not doing anything.  Because judgment against an evil work is not executed 
speedily, men therefore think that that evil work is just fine.  People stand up and blaspheme 
God, nothing happens, so God must not care.  It must be okay.  People commit adultery, nothing 
happens.  They think, Well, God must not care, He must wink at or not even see.  That’s not true.   

God is provoked, but God is patient.  God is merciful.  God gives time to repent.  Don’t take His 
inactions against your sins as some kind of an indication that He doesn’t care about them and 
He’s not provoked by them.  He’s giving you time to repent, and the goodness of God in giving 
you that time should lead you to repentance.   

Having seen Christ’s commendation of these people in verse 19; having seen His condemnation 
of these people in verses 20 and 21; now notice thirdly, His warning.  His warning is in verses 22 
to 25.  Here’s the warning: “22 Behold, I will cast her into a bed, and them that commit adultery 
with her into great tribulation, except they repent of their deeds. 23 And I will kill her children 
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with death; and all the churches shall know that I am he which searcheth the reins and hearts: and 
I will give unto every one of you according to your works. 24 But unto you I say, and unto the rest 
in Thyatira, as many as have not this doctrine, and which have not known the depths of Satan, as 
they speak; I will put upon you none other burden. 25 But that which ye have already hold fast till 
I come.”   

So there’s His warning.  Jesus has been watching the corruption that’s been going on in this 
church, and He has had enough.  He has been patient, but He’s now ready to act, and He says—
notice verse 22—“I will cast her into a bed, and them that commit adultery with her.”  Now a bed 
for an adulterer is usually a place of great pleasure, but what Jesus says is, I’m going to turn that 
into a place of great sickness, of great disease, of great illness.  He says, I will cast her into a bed 
of sickness from which she will not arise.   

But His wrath is not reserved just for her.  Those who follow her teachings and those who 
committed spiritual adultery as a result will be met with great tribulation sent upon them by God 
Himself.  Notice He says, Not only will I cast her into a bed of sickness from which she will not 
arise, is the idea, but also them that commit adultery with her I will cast into great tribulation.   

So He’s going to lower the boom, and He says that the only way to escape it is to repent of their 
deeds—the last phrase of verse 22.  Immediate repentance is the only means of escape from the 
wrath of God.  As Jesus said, Except you repent, you shall all likewise perish.  In the absence of 
repentance, the only possible outcome is death.   

Notice verse 23: “And I will kill her children with death.”  The children of Jezebel are simply 
those who follow her teachings.  Remember the apostle John in First John, talking to those to 
whom he is writing, says, “My little children, I write unto you.”  So these are her spiritual 
children, those who are following her teachings, looking up to her as their spiritual leader and 
parent.   

He says, “I will kill her children with death; and all the churches shall know that I am he which 
searcheth the reins and hearts: and I will give unto every one of you according to your works.”  
What He is saying is, When I bring judgment on Jezebel and those who follow her teaching, that 
instead of pleasure and prosperity they have sickness and death, when all the other churches 
observe how Christ deals with the people in this church for their spiritual adultery, then they will 
fear the Lord of the churches and will amend their own ways as well.  

You know, one of the ways you can learn stuff is not by doing it yourself, but by observing other 
people and what they do and what the outcomes are.  Don’t be so stupid as to have to learn all 
your lessons the hard way by learning them yourself.  Observe and learn and modify your 
behavior before you are taken to their destination.   

Now Christ, it says in verse 18, has eyes like a flame of fire and He sees all that everyone thinks 
in their innermost heart and mind, and He will, He says, reward each person according to their 

!  9



works, whether they are good or evil, whether they are faithful or whether they are adulterous.  
So He says in verse 23, I am he “which searcheth the reins and the heart,” or the heart and the 
mind.  The “reins” is literally the kidneys, and the kidneys or the intestinal area was considered 
to be the seat of the emotions, while the heart was considered to be the seat of the thinking.  
Nowadays, we talk about the heart as being the seat of the emotions and the mind as being the 
seat of the thinking.  The idea is, I search the heart and I search the mind.  I search what you’re 
feeling, I search what you’re thinking.  I know everything that you are inwardly, I know 
everything you do outwardly, and I will reward you accordingly.   

Jesus says, Be warned!  Those who defile my church, I will destroy.  I will destroy Jezebel and 
all of her followers.  Corrupting the church by false teaching brings the severest censure from 
Christ and the harshest judgment from Christ.  You do not mess with Christ’s church.  You do not 
defile His bride.  If you do, you will have to face the wrath of the husband of the church.  Let 
churches, then, take great care about who they allow to teach in them.   

You recall this was the strength of the church at Ephesus.  In chapter 2, verse 2, Jesus said of the 
church at Ephesus, “I know thy works, and thy labor, and thy patience, and how thou canst not 
bear them which are evil:”—here it is—“and thou hast tried them which say they are apostles, 
and are not, and hast found them liars.”  Jezebel wouldn’t have lasted 30 seconds in the church at 
Ephesus, but the love that the church at Thyatira had far exceeded the love that was in the church 
at Ephesus.   

So we need to have Ephesian discernment, and we need to have Thyatiran love.  The church at 
Thyatira had tremendous charity.  The church at Ephesus had tremendous discernment.  And both 
of those need to be combined in the same church.  Jesus said to Ephesus, Increase your love.  He 
says to the church at Thyatira, Increase your discernment.   

That brings us to our third and final point.  Having seen the introduction of the letter to Thyatira 
in verse 18, having seen the message of the letter to Thyatira in verses 19 to 23, notice thirdly, 
the conclusion of the letter to Thyatira.  The conclusion to the letter is in verses 24 to 29.   

Notice first of all, the promise made.  In previous letters, we got the exhortation first and then the 
promise, but in these subsequent letters, that’s going to be inverted and we’re going to get the 
promise first and then the exhortation.  Notice first of all the promise made.  Now understand 
that not all in the church at Thyatira followed Jezebel’s teachings.  Notice verse 24: “But unto 
you I say, and unto the rest in Thyatira, as many as have not this doctrine, and which have not 
known the depths of Satan, as they speak;”—for that group of people—“I will put upon you none 
other burden.”   

So when there was false teaching in the church, there were people who said, I’m not going along 
with that.  That is immoral, that is unbiblical, that is dishonoring to God.  I am not going to 
participate in it.  Jezebel took the believers to the very depths of Satan’s desires and teachings 
when she took them into a place and a practice of idolatry and fornication.  You want to know 
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what the deep things of Satan are?  Look no further than idolatry and adultery done in the 
worship of a false god.   

So the people that are mentioned in verse 24 are the same people that are mentioned in verse 19: 
“I know thy works, and charity, and service, and faith, and thy patience, and thy works; and the 
last to be more than the first.”  Verse 24: “But unto you I say…”  And who are the “you”?  The 
people of verse 19.  “But unto you I say, and unto the rest in Thyatira”—as many as did not buy 
into Jezebel’s teaching and did not participate in the satanic instruction she provided—upon you, 
He says, “I will put upon you none other burden.”  Jesus is saying, in essence, to the people of 
verse 19, You’re doing great!  Just keep it up.  Keep doing the same things.  Keep doing them for 
a long time, and keep doing them to the end, and don’t do anything else.  Just keep on being 
faithful.  Verse 25: “But that which ye have already hold fast till I come.”   

Many people think, You know, for the last 15 or 20 years, we’ve been praying and reading the 
Scriptures and singing hymns and preaching the Bible and practicing the Lord’s Supper.  Isn’t it 
time for a change?  Shouldn’t we do something different in the future?  And the answer is, No.  
He says to them, Just keep holding fast to what you’ve been doing.  Just keep holding fast 
through it.  Just keep on doing the same things.  Don’t innovate, just merely be faithful.   

Now to these people He gives a promise.  Having identified these people, here is the promise: 
“26 And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I give power over 
the nations: 27 and he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter shall they be 
broken to shivers: even as I received of my Father. 28 And I will give him the morning star.”  
There’s the promise.  This promise is made to the overcomer.   

Notice verse 26, “And he that overcometh.”  Who is an overcomer?  Someone who “keepeth my 
works unto the end.”  In other words, the overcomer isn’t like some sinless supersaint.  The 
overcome is someone who keeps on doing the works of verse 19 until the end of his life.  The 
overcomer is someone who works and loves and serves and exercises faith and patience for 
Jesus, all the days of their life.  That’s the overcomer.  And Jesus promises, first of all, to give 
him a share of His rule.  Notice verses 26 and 27: “26 And he that overcometh, and keepeth my 
works unto the end”—the works of verse 19—“to him will I give”—now here it is—“power over 
the nations: 27 and he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter shall they be 
broken to shivers: even as I received of my Father.”  That’s the first promise.  Jesus says, I will 
give him a share of my rule.  This is a quotation of Psalm 2 and verse 9.   

This shows that part of the overcomer’s reward is going to consist of a share in Christ’s rule over 
the nations.  As a reward for his obedience, Christ is given all authority in heaven and in earth, to 
rule them both in the best interests of His people and to the detriment of His enemies.  As a 
reward for His obedience in the power given to Him, Christ is going to shatter and scatter His 
enemies like a pottery vessel is shattered and scattered when it is hit with a rod of iron.  You 
women have these nice little pottery plants.  Just whack it sometime with a piece of rebar and see 
what happens.  The thing just explodes and flies, right?  That’s what Jesus is going to do His 
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enemies.  Psalm 2 promises all those things to Him as a reward for His obedience, and in 
Matthew chapter 28, verse 18, He says, All authority is given unto me in heaven and in earth.  I 
now have what Psalm 2 promised me, and among those things is power over the nations and the 
power to shatter them like a pottery vessel would be shattered with a steel rod. 

The question then is, How does the believer share in this activity?  Well the answer is found in 
Revelation chapter 3 and verse 21: “To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my 
throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne.”  When did Jesus 
sit down with His Father in His throne?  After He died and ascended to heaven.  When will we 
sit in Christ’s throne with Him?  After we die and go to heaven.   

Please turn to Revelation 20 and verse 4.  Speaking of this time period between the first and the 
second coming of Jesus, the time period we’re living in right now, He says, “4 And I saw thrones, 
and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and I saw the souls of them that 
were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not worshipped 
the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their 
hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years.”   

As I have said to you previously many times, we’re in this thousand year period right now.  It’s a 
symbolic period.  It’s a perfect time period between the first and the second coming of Christ.  
And during this time period, what’s happening to believers?  We’re being beheaded, aren’t we, 
literally.  Many believers.  And where do they go?  They go to heaven.  What do they do in 
heaven?  Are they sitting on clouds, strumming harps?  No.  They are sitting in Christ’s throne 
with Christ, ruling the nations.   

Who’s ruling the nations right now, at this moment?  Jesus Christ.  Well guess who’s 
participating with Him in that rule right now, at this moment?  All the saints who have died and 
gone to heaven and are sitting in His throne with Him.  They are right now sharing in His rule 
over the nations, and somehow, some way, assisting Him in that.  Now notice, as each believer 
dies and ascends into heaven, he then sits with Christ in His throne together with Him and 
exercises kingly rule with Him over the nations of the earth until the second coming.   

Believers who have died and gone to heaven are not doing nothing.  They are actively sharing in 
some way in Christ’s present kingly rule over the earth.  So that’s the first promise Jesus makes.  
When you die and go to heaven, you’re going to rule over those who harmed you.   

The second promise is in verse 28 of Revelation chapter 2.  It says, “And I will give him the 
morning star.”  Jesus promises in verses 26 and 27, I will give him a share of my rule.  But not 
only will Jesus give him a share of His rule, in verse 28, He promises, I will give him a share of 
myself.  I will give him a share of my rule, verse 26 and 27; I will give him a share of myself, 
verse 28.  He says, “I will give him the morning star.”  Christ clearly declares in Revelation 22 
and verse 16 that He, Himself, is the bright and morning star.  So when Jesus says in 
Revelation 22 and verse 16 that He Himself is the bright and morning star, and He says here in 
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Revelation 2 and verse 28, I will give him the morning star, what Jesus is promising to the 
overcomer is that He will give Himself to the overcomer as his reward for overcoming.   

Remember what God said to Abraham in Genesis 15 and verse 1?  God said to Abraham, “Fear 
not, Abram: I am thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward.”  Your reward is me; not my stuff, 
but me.  We all know about husbands who buy all sorts of stuff for their wife, but they’re never 
there for them.  And are they satisfied with the stuff?  No, they want the husband, right?   

In the same way, if you went to heaven, would you be satisfied with the new heaven and the new 
earth, and all the glory of them, if Jesus were off somewhere else?  You would not.  Christ will 
not just give the glorified Christian a job.  Christ will give the glorified Christian Himself.  So 
while you’ll be ruling the nations, that’s your job, your fellowship is going to be with Christ 
Himself.   

So the overcomer will not just share in Christ’s activities, he will share in Christ’s fellowship and 
Christ’s friendship and Christ’s companionship and Christ’s presence.  And really, isn’t that what 
going to heaven is all about, to be with Him?  Everything else is just details, right?  It isn’t about 
the streets of gold, it’s about Christ Himself.   

Well having seen the promise made that the believer will share in Christ’s rule and he will enjoy 
the fellowship of Christ’s person, the exhortation given is in verse 29: “He that hath an ear, let 
him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.”  In other words, let us hear and heed the lesson 
and the message Christ has, not just for this church, but for our church as well.   

I think there are two things we need to hear very carefully.  Number one: Let us not be weary in 
welldoing, for in due season we too shall reap if we faint not.  Verse 19: Just keep doing those 
things for the rest of your life.  You’ll be fine.  That’s all you need to do.  He says, I’m not going 
to put any other burden on you but that.  Isn’t that what He said?  He says in the last phrase of 
verse 24, “I will put upon you none other burden.”  Just do verse 19, and keep on doing it.  No 
other burden.  That’s it.  Just those things.  Carry on.  You’ll be the overcomer.  You’ll have the 
rule, you’ll have the relationship. 

Not only do we need to not be weary in welldoing, but the second thing that we need to hear is, 
let us be wary of who we allow to teach us—that they are not teaching us the doctrine of Satan, 
but rather the doctrine of Jesus Christ.  He says the great failing of this church is that they didn’t 
vet their teachers properly.  They let people into the eldership, into the pastorship, into the pulpit, 
that didn’t belong there.  They were unqualified, in this case because she was a woman, but men 
can be unqualified too if they don’t meet the requirements.   

Furthermore, she was teaching false doctrine.  So we need to ask, Does this person meet the 
qualifications for the office, and then as they exercise the office, are they teaching us biblical 
truth, or are they teaching us the deep things of Satan?   
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So let us not be weary in welldoing, and let us be very wary of who we allow to teach us.  That’s 
what we need to be hearing if we have ears to hear it.  That’s why we don’t just let anybody into 
the eldership, right?  If you’re not qualified, you’re not going to be there.  Not on my watch.   

And if you go to some other church someday, which you all will—I’m going to die one of these 
days—what teacher are you going to expose yourself to?  Well make sure it’s someone who’s not 
a Jezebel.  Make sure it’s someone like these Ephesian elders, who have discernment about who 
was a legitimate Bible teacher and who was not.  No fake elders, no fake teachers, just the real 
deal, leading the people of God in the narrow way that leads to everlasting life, that builds the 
church on the rock of Jesus Christ, and not on his own personality, who strives to bring glory to 
God and shepherd the people of God into the kingdom of God, and not into his own pocketbook.  
Well, let us pray together. 

Father, we thank you for this sobering and yet greatly encouraging letter.  Thank you that Jesus 
loves His church and He knows everything about the church, and each church, and our church.  
And I pray that the Lord Jesus would look on our church and that He would encourage us to keep 
on doing the things that are good, and that if we’re doing something that’s wrong, that He would 
correct that.   

Lord, I pray that we would live in the fear of the Lord and in the love of the Lord, knowing that 
Jesus not only has the burning eyes and the burning feet, but Jesus also holds the stars and the 
churches in His right hand.  Thank you, Father, for His grace and His mercy.  Thank you that 
Jesus overcame and that He secures our overcoming as well.  May we just keep on keeping on in 
the same direction for a lifetime, of serving and loving the Lord Jesus, and in that great day when 
we gather around the throne, we can look at each other and say, Thank God that we overcame.  
In Jesus’ name.  Amen.
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