
 
 

THE KINDNESS OF GOD 

Introduction 

An important aspect of Christianity is becoming children of God. His people begin to reflect his 
character and ways. When we find King David wanting to ‘show the kindness of God’ to someone we 
realise this is a picture of what God is like and what Christians should be like. 

The way of the world 

Regime change had taken place in Israel. Saul and his family had been replaced by David and his 
family. It was common in those days of hereditary monarchy for a new king to kill any potential 
rivals; that included the relatives of his predecessor.  

This practice was based on two considerations – the desire for power and status, and the fear of 
unprincipled people (it is common to assume that other people are like ourselves).  

It was partly an act of selfishness, and partly of self-defence.  

The cruelty of destroying innocent lives was obvious. The need to defend one’s position rationalised 
the inexcusable.  

A reader of the Bible will notice something else – not what is present but what is absent. There is no 
love. A stranger to God will not see the significance, but a godly person will. ‘God is love’, and he 
commands us to ‘love your enemies’. Lack of love is a prominent characteristic of ungodly people; its 
exercise is a mark of the godly.  

We see the way of the world in all kinds of human situations. It may be stabbing colleagues in order 
to climb the career ladder. It may be the extreme defensiveness of people who grow up in an 
atmosphere of cruelty. And it can manifest in normal ways when someone simply shows no love for 
others – the contrast is found in Philippians 2 where the Spirit tell us, ‘Let each of you look out, not 
only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others’.  

There are occasions when we need to defend ourselves. We must distinguish between legitimate 
self-defence and a constantly defensive attitude to life – they are very different.  

The way of the godly 

The contrast between the way of the world and the way of the godly could not be greater. ‘The 
righteous man regards the life of his animal. But the tender mercies of the wicked are cruel’ 
(Proverbs 12:10).  

King David’s approach was the exact opposite to the way of the ungodly. He showed ‘the kindness of 
God’.  

Like other monarchs he began his reign by finding out if any of his predecessor’s relatives were still 
alive. His servants found one of Saul’s grandsons, a son of Jonathan, still living in another part of the 
country. Other monarchs would have considered Mephiboseth an enemy and potential rival. 

God shows kindness to his enemies. Constant hostility to God will lead to rejection, but his preferred 
option is reconciliation. Jesus told his disciples that loving one’s enemies would make them like ‘your 
Father in heaven’ (Matthew 5:43-48). Paul tells us that Christ’s death reconciled us to God ‘while we 
were enemies’ (Romans 5:10). Jesus told his apostles to bring the good news to the people who had 
crucified him before they took it anywhere else.  

That is a constant theme of the New Testament. Situations are described where a person feels 
wronged – and the answer is to show kindness – ‘If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, 
give him a drink; for in doing so you will heap coals of fire on his head’ (Romans 12:20). These 



 
 

references are to personal enemies, not determined enemies of God; other (gospel) considerations 
apply in those situations).  

This is the exact opposite to our natural way of acting. Therefore it requires the Holy Spirit to be 
active in us. 

God shows kindness without fear. In the person of Jesus he experienced hostility to the point of 
death. But when he shows kindness to us personally he is not at risk in any way. He is able to 
preserve us to his heavenly kingdom. That is why he calls his people to show kindness – he is able to 
provide for those who bless others, both for the people they bless and for themselves also. ‘Give and 
it shall be given unto you’ (Luke 6:38).  

God shows kindness to insignificant people. If King David was going to show special hospitality to 
people we would have expected him to choose his generals, senior administrators, and members of 
the royal family. That is the way of the world. People like to have ‘connections’. It is gratifying to feel 
that we are part of a group of important people. Sometimes it is good for business, or for our career. 
Indeed, if we are seen to associate with ‘the wrong type of people’ others may not take us seriously.  

But God acts differently. He does not need to be part of such a group. He can afford to show 
kindness to the down-and-out. Besides, human differences mean nothing to him – status does not 
come into the equation, for he is the Maker of us all. The Book of Proverbs says, ‘He who mocks the 
poor reproaches his Maker (Proverbs 17:5).  

King David took a man who belonged to a failed family. He was disabled and unable to fend for 
himself. Mephibosheth was a ‘nobody’. Ambitious people might have felt insecure if others thought 
they identified with this man. The church can fall into that trap. James chapter 2 speaks a great deal 
about treating rich and poor alike. If we discriminate in that way we show that we do not see as God 
sees, that we do not love as God loves, and that we do not look to him to help us show kindness to 
others. Every age of the church’s history has needed that reminder.  

God’s kindness is expansive. The world usually focuses its kindness on a particular group. But we 
recognise God’s kindness in David when he asked his servants, ‘I there anyone left of the household 
of Saul?’ the gospel is for ‘anyone’. It is for the insignificant as well as merchant, the ignorant as well 
as the scholar. Paul had no advantage over Peter; not religious Jews over irreligious Gentiles.  

God’s kindness is active. David did not wait until Mephiboseth asked for help. He sent to the man’s 
home to summon him. And when he could not come, or was afraid to come, David’s servants 
brought him.  

God does not wait till we pray before showing us his kindness. He has searched for us. ‘The Son of 
Man came to seek and to save that which was lost’ (Luke 19:10). Have you found him searching your 
life? And your thoughts? Has he shown you your need? And drawn you to himself?  

God’s kindness puts us at our ease. Mephibosheth would have been afraid of David and thought his 
life was over. The first thing David said was, ‘Do not fear’. He wanted Mephibosheth to know that he 
had the king’s favour.  

God works in a similar way. When he brings us to himself we may be anxious and downcast because 
humanity is a moral failure and has become God’s enemy. But God tells us we are loved by him, and 
in Christ there is nothing to fear. 

David’s kindness went far beyond sparing Mephboseth’s life or even making provision for him. David 
took him to his home and made him sit at his table like one of the king’s sons. When God shows us 
mercy he goes far beyond forgiving our sins. He adopts us into his family, gives us constant access at 
his throne of grace, and feeds us from his Word. Finally he will take us to the Father’s house (John 
14:2).  



 
 

This is infinite love, unending provision, and complete security. 

The power of a promise 

We would think that the spirit of kindness was enough, bur David had something else in mind. 
Before becoming king he and Jonathan had made a covenant (1 Samuel 20:12-17). The terms were, 
in effect, that Jonathan would protect David from Saul, and if Jonathan died then David would do 
good to his family.  

David felt compelled by that promise – he could not fail to show kindness to Mephibosheth or any 
surviving member of Jonathan’s family without losing his integrity.  

That is not the way of the world. To a large extent non-Christian people feel they are not bound by 
any promise unless it suits them to keep it. By contrast, David felt he was bound by his promise 
whether it suited him or not. David’s approach reflects the character of God. He is true to his word, 
‘he cannot deny himself’ (2 Timothy 2:13).  

Some people quarrel with this and say, ‘Is it not enough to be committed? Why add a promise? Is 
that not something cold and impersonal? In the case of David and Jonathan it was the opposite of 
cold and impersonal. It was precisely because of how committed they were to each other in a kindly 
way that they made their covenant with its promises.  

Similarly, when God covenants and gives us a promise, it is because he is kindly disposed to us. There 
were many promises in the Old Testament of God coming to save his people. There is evidence of a 
covenant or agreement between God the Father and Christ his Son (see, e.g. Isaiah 42). When Jesus 
prayed on the night of his betrayal he used the promises God had given him (John 17). 

When the gospel is presented to us it is God promising to save us from our sin if we believe in his son 
as the saviour of sinners. Faith and repentance are our part of the bargain; God pardoning our sin, 
giving us his Spirit, and making us his children, are his part of the bargain.  

This is God’s kindness, but it gives us an added reassurance – he cannot go back on his promise. We 
may wonder about his mercy (though we should not) but we can never question his justice or 
faithfulness.  

David’s promise was given as an act of kindness; he kept it as an act of kindness. It reflected the 
kindness of God.  

That is the way God would have us live. If we are his children we have double the reason to live like 
that – because it is right, and because we should be like him.  

Our love should be like his – extend far beyond the people we would normally identify with, even as 
far as loving our enemies. Our faithfulness should be like his – keeping our promise whether or not it 
suits us to do so. Above all, we should take God’s covenant promises to ourselves, receiving the 
Saviour he has given and basing our life on the grace and holiness of the gospel.  


