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Introduction (vv. 1-3) 
 
John 1:42-43 “Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother… found first his own brother Simon and said to him, ‘We have found the 
Messiah’ (which translated means Christ). He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, ‘You are Simon the son of 
John; you shall be called Cephas’ (which is translated Peter).”  
 
Luke 4:38-39 “Then He got up and left the synagogue, and entered Simon’s home. Now Simon’s mother-in-law was suffering 
from a high fever, and they asked Him to help her. And standing over her, He rebuked the fever, and it left her; and she 
immediately got up and waited on them.” 
 
I.       Peter’s Pride (vv. 4-7) 
 

“Jesus has something to say to all of us no matter what we do… We had better listen, because Jesus is Lord of everything 
and everyone, and every inch of our lives belong to Him and are under His Lordship.”                                   - Ligon Duncan 
 
Luke 5:6-7 (NIV) “When they had done so, they caught such a large number of fish that their nets began to break. So they 
signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them, and they came and filled both boats so full that they 
began to sink.” 
 
“It very often happens that the converts that are born in excitement die when the excitement is over… Some of the most 
glaring sinners known to me were once members of a church; and were, as I believe, led to make a profession by undue 
pressure, well-meant but ill judged.”                                                                                             - Charles Haddon Spurgeon 
 
John 6:44 “No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up on the last day.” 
 
“We must stop treating the public invitation at the end of the service like a salvation pill. Please stop giving bad invitations. 
If you need mood music and a team of counselors to march forward at the end of a sermon to prime the pump and get 
moving to entice people to respond, then you don’t need the Holy Spirit to do His work. Bad invitations hurt the local 
church and provide false assurance to lost sinners.”                                                                                             - Josh Buice 
 

II.      Peter’s Brokenness (vv. 8-10a) 
 

Isaiah 6:5 “Then I said, ‘Woe is me, for I am ruined! Because I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of 
unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts.’” 
 

III.     Peter’s Mission (vv. 10b-11) 
 

Luke 5:9b (NIV) “Don’t be afraid; from now on you will fish for people.”  
 
Acts 2:38, 41 “Peter replied, ‘Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 
your sins. and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit… Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about 
three thousand were added to their number that day.” 
 
Let goods and kindred go, 
This mortal life also; 
The body they may kill: 
God’s truth abideth still, 
His kingdom is forever. 

    - Martin Luther 
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I have never been much of a fisherman; I lack the patience for it. One of the few fishing excursions that I 

really enjoyed was when Jack Wade, an active member here at FBC, took me and one of my sons fishing. 

Jack was a professional fisherman who had won many tournaments. For a time in his life, fishing was his 

vocation. I have a card, like a baseball card of Jack Wade. He is about the only famous person I know! 

With Jack, there is not much chance involved in fishing. He had high-tech gear on his boat that showed 

him where the fish were and even how big they were. My son (who was about thirteen at the time) caught 

a huge fish that day about twenty-two or twenty-three years ago, and I haven’t been fishing since.  

In New Testament times fishing wasn’t done with a rod and reel. It was primarily done with nets that were 

called “dragnets.” The dragnets were laid out in the water in a semi-circle that encompassed over one-

hundred feet. They were then drug back to the boat. This procedure was then repeated multiple times. 

When they got back to the shore, their work was not over. Next began the tedious, but necessary, process 

of washing, straightening, and mending the nets. It was really hard work. Fishing wasn’t for recreation; it 

was the vocation of many of the men that Jesus called to be His disciples. It seems that Peter and his 

brother, Andrew, were partners with James and his brother, John, in a fishing business.  

 

Introduction (vv. 1-3)  

Verse 1 tells us that the events in our text took place on the shore of the Lake of Gennesaret. This is 

another name for what is most often called the Sea of Galilee. It is also called the Sea of Tiberias. This 

body of water is one of the most beautiful places on earth. At 686 feet below sea level, it is the lowest 

freshwater lake in the world and the largest body of freshwater in Israel. This Lake of Gennesaret or 

Galilee is about thirteen miles long and eight miles wide. It is fed by underground springs and the Jordan 

River.   

In verses 1-3 we find Jesus teaching the people beside this beautiful lake. Jesus’ teaching was very, very 

different from the teaching of the typical Jewish rabbis. They simply quoted the teachings of other rabbis. 

There was no authority in their teaching. Jesus, however, taught the Scriptures with clarity, simplicity, 

and authority. Never had the residents of Galilee heard anyone teach like Him. As the crowd grew, they 

were all pressing in close to hear Him. Standing at the water’s edge, there was nowhere for Jesus to go. 

We don’t know the size of the crowds, but it was likely, at least, in the hundreds. This was a very heavily 

populated area with over 200 villages around the lake of Gennesaret. Jesus knew that those on the fringes 

could not hear Him and so he got in Peter’s boat and asked Peter (still called “Simon” at this point) to row 

out a few feet from the bank. With the lay of the land, the water would act as an amplification system to 

make His voice travel further.  

Keep in mind that this was not the first time Peter had met and heard Jesus. The events of John 1 preceded 

these events at the Lake of Gennesaret.  

John 1:42-43: “Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother… found first his own brother Simon and said to him, ‘We 

have found the Messiah’ (which translated means Christ). He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him 

and said, ‘You are Simon the son of John; you shall be called Cephas’ (which is translated Peter).”  

In Luke 4:31-39, we saw that after Jesus preached in the synagogue of Capernaum, He went to Peter’s 

house and healed his mother-in-law. Luke 4:38-39: “Then He got up and left the synagogue, and entered 

Simon’s home. Now Simon’s mother-in-law was suffering from a high fever, and they asked Him to help 

her. And standing over her, He rebuked the fever, and it left her; and she immediately got up and waited 

on them.” When Jesus got on Simon Peter’s boat, Peter knew very well who He was. He was no doubt 

honored for Jesus to use his boat as a floating pulpit.  

When the boat was a few feet from the shore, Jesus took the position of a Rabbi and sat down to teach the 

people. Oh that our church had the hunger to hear the Word of God as did the people there on the shore of 



the Lake of Gennesaret. It is not stories and entertainment we need. It is not little sound bites on how to be 

successful and happy that we need. We need to hear a Word from our Lord. You have the right to expect 

that when you come here and the elders of the church have the responsibility of seeing that you do hear a 

word from the Lord. Your responsibility is to press in close to hear the Word of God with a mind to obey 

what you hear.  

 

I.  Peter’s Pride (vv. 4-7) 

From verse 2 we see that Peter and the others (probably Andrew, James, and John) were “washing their 

nets” when Jesus got on their boat. I stated earlier what physically taxing job fishing was in 1st century 

Galilee. But when they got back to shore, there was still much work to do. The large, heavy dragnets had 

to be repaired where torn and cleaned by removing the seaweed and other debris. Then the nets had to be 

stretched out on the shore to dry. After they were dried, they were folded up and put on the boat ready to 

go back out that night. Keep that in mind as we hear what Jesus instructed them to do after He had taught 

the people.  

In verse 4 we see that Jesus looks at Peter and says, “Take this boat out into the deep waters and let down 

your nets.” Keep in mind that, at this point, it was not the Apostle Peter that Jesus was speaking to; it was 

Peter, the fisherman, who knew that Jesus was a special teacher who made the Scriptures come alive, a 

man of God, who had the power to heal and cast out demons. It is doubtful that, at this time, he was 

convinced that Jesus was the promised Messiah, the Son of God, God in human flesh. Jesus command to 

Peter made no sense. Remember that Jesus’ earthly occupation until His public ministry was a carpenter. 

Here is a carpenter telling a professional fisherman how to fish. That would seem to be like me telling 

Steph Curry or Lebron James how to play basketball. Peter was certain this was not going to turn out well. 

It is easy to hear a hint of prideful rebuke in Peter’s response to Jesus in verse 5.  

Let’s make sure that we understand why Peter was not a happy fisherman with what Jesus was telling him 

to do. As was described earlier, they had been out all night and had likely cleaned, dried, and folded the 

nets for the next night’s fishing. They had just wasted all that time in light of Jesus’ command to go back 

out. A second problem is the time. Every professional fisherman knew that the best fishing time was at 

night. At night the fish came close to the surface to feed on the minnows. During the day, the fish went 

deep to the colder waters. Besides, the dragnets were designed to catch the fish close to the surface, not a 

hundred feet down. Jesus’ command made no sense.  

In spite of Peter’s pride and objection, he obeyed Jesus. I love the words he used in verse 5b, “…but I will 

do as You say and let down the nets.” The NIV says, “But because you say so, I will let down the nets.” 

There is a huge lesson here for every Christian. Often the Lord’s ways do not seem the best, the most 

efficient, the ways that make the most common sense. Our response must be, “But because You say so, I 

will…” We see that resolve all through the Old Testament. We see Noah being told to build an ark for a 

coming flood even though it had never rained before. Noah’s attitude was, “But because You say so, I 

will…” We see Abraham leaving the comfort and wealth of his homeland to go where God says to go 

with the attitude “But because You say so, I will…” We see Moses, David, and the prophets being given 

seemingly impossible tasks and their response is “But because You say so, I will…” That response of 

Peter (though his attitude may not have been the best) is the response of faith. We constantly define faith 

as “acting like God is telling the truth.” What does faith look like in really practical terms? It is having a 

command along with a stated or implied promise that He will enable what He commands and we initiate 

actions that say, “But because You say so, I will…”        

Here is another takeaway from this passage. Often we secretly think that Jesus doesn’t have anything to 

say to us concerning our vocations in this 21st Century. He can tell us how to be saved, but we’ll handle 

the school teaching. He can tell us how to pray in general, but we will take care of the sale of the product 

we offer. He may tell us how to die, but in this modern era, He can do little more than give us vague 

general principles about living in 2017. Jesus has everything to say to you even about the details of your 

vocation.  



The principles of the Scripture are timeless. That is why any preacher or teacher in the church who gives 

only tips, worldly principles, or cool sounding formulas about life instead of the timeless commands and 

promises of the Scripture is a sham. That is why preachers and teachers in the church are to preach the 

Word; teach the Word; apply the Word to all of life. I don’t worry in the slightest about being “relevant.” 

The only thing I am concerned about is to accurately teach the Bible because it is always relevant to 

whatever you do in life or whatever stage you are going through in your life. Ligon Duncan says it well: 

“Jesus has something to say to all of us no matter what we do… We had better listen, because Jesus is 

Lord of everything and everyone, and every inch of our lives belong to Him and are under His Lordship.” 
[Ligon Duncan, Sermon at FPC, Jackson, Mississippi].  
Let’s focus on what happened as a result of Peter’s “reluctant” obedience. Luke 5:6-7 (NIV): “When they 

had done so, they caught such a large number of fish that their nets began to break. So they signaled their 

partners in the other boat to come and help them, and they came and filled both boats so full that they 

began to sink.” What a demonstration of the Power of God!  

These were not little row boats. In Israel, I saw a restored fishing boat that had been taken from the 

bottom of the Lake of Gennesaret that was estimated to be from close to the time of Christ. Experts tell us 

that these two boats were seven and one-half feet wide and twenty-seven feet long. To be completely full 

would have been considerably more than a ton of fish. Nets were so full they were breaking and the boats 

were so full they were barely above the water level. This was without a doubt the largest catch ever and it 

was accomplished at a time when fish “couldn’t be caught.” God is not limited to our parameters of what 

is possible.  

Because of the power of God, we don’t have to manipulate people to “help God out in accomplishing His 

purposes.” I was reading an article last week entitled, Please Stop Giving Bad Invitations. This is 

applicable to this passage. Some people even call the invitation at the end of the message “drawing the 

net.” The author, Josh Buice, makes clear that he is in favor of invitations, but his concern is what he calls 

“bad invitations”. A bad invitation uses manipulation. The master of the manipulating invitation was 

evangelist Charles Finney (1792-1875). Finney’s invitation involved inviting people to the “anxious seat” 

at the front of the church where they could agonize over their soul. It was at the anxious seat that they 

were guided to pray “the prayer of faith for salvation.” At one point Finney told parents that he could 

assure the salvation of their children in fifteen minutes if they would come to the anxious seat and pray 

the “prayer of faith” (it is today often called “the sinner’s prayer”). Finney was driven by pragmatism as 

many in the church are today. Pragmatism says, “do whatever works”  

Buice gives a great quote from Charles Spurgeon concerning bad invitations. “It very often happens that 

the converts that are born in excitement die when the excitement is over… Some of the most glaring 

sinners known to me were once members of a church; and were, as I believe, led to make a profession by 

undue pressure, well-meant but ill judged.” [Charles Haddon Spurgeon, The Soul Winner, page 19-20] Jesus said in John 

6:44: “No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up on the 

last day.”  

Certainly we should be bold and truthful about the urgency to come to Christ, but manipulation (no matter 

how sincere) is never pleasing to God. Buice concludes his article by saying, “We must stop treating the 

public invitation at the end of the service like a salvation pill. Please stop giving bad invitations. If you 

need mood music and a team of counselors to march forward at the end of a sermon to prime the pump 

and get moving to entice people to respond, then you don’t need the Holy Spirit to do His work. Bad 

invitations hurt the local church and provide false assurance to lost sinners.” [Josh Buice, Please Stop Giving Bad 

Invitations, 4-18-17] This manipulation is easy to fall into (I know because I fell for some of that pragmatism 

early in my ministry), but we are reminded from the account of catching the fish in Luke 5 that God can 

do His work in His power. 

 



II.  Peter’s Brokenness (vv. 8-10a) 

I believe that this is the point where Peter realized who Jesus really was. Now, Peter calls Jesus “Lord.” 

Proud Peter who now sees Jesus for who He is and sees himself for who he is. Jesus is Lord and Peter 

now calls himself “a sinful man.” Peter doesn’t even thank the Lord for the fish. He was consumed with 

who Jesus is – Lord, and who Peter himself is – a sinner. That is the pattern of all salvation. Our spiritual 

eyes are opened and we see Jesus in all of His majesty and holiness and then our eyes are opened to see 

ourselves as sinners.  

Peter’s response to the awareness of who the Lord is was not unique. Isaiah had the same experience 

when saw some of what God is really like. We read in Isaiah 6:5: “Then I said, ‘Woe is me, for I am 

ruined! Because I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have 

seen the King, the Lord of hosts.’” It was not only Peter who was broken before the Lord; verse 10a tells 

us that James and John had a similar response.  

How about you? Do you see Jesus as big and yourself as being small? 

 

III.  Peter’s Mission (vv. 10b-11) 

When Peter saw how needy and unworthy he was, he was ready to be used in the mission God had for 

him. Here was Peter’s mission – Luke 5:10b (NIV): “Don’t be afraid; from now on you will fish for 

people.” Fast forward about three years and we find Peter preaching on the Day of Pentecost when the 

Holy Spirit came to indwell believers. We read in Acts 2:38, 41: “Peter replied, ‘Repent and be baptized, 

every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. and you will receive the gift 

of the Holy Spirit… Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were 

added to their number that day.”  

Peter was no longer interested in fishing for fish; now he fished for men! Verse 11 shows how his 

affections changed. Fishing had been his life, but now that is no longer important. He leaves it behind to 

catch people. Don’t misunderstand, this call to leave everything and follow Him is not just for a select few 

– it is the call for every disciple to prioritize making disciples. For most, He leaves them in their vocation 

which becomes their platform for “man-fishing” [a term used by the Puritan, Thomas Boston], but some 

He calls out to full time missions or ministry. The Gospel and making disciples is to be the consuming 

desire for believers.  

 

 

 

 

 

Conclusion 

I will close with a challenge for us all from the Reformer, Martin Luther. In his best known hymn, he said 

this: 

Let goods and kindred go, 
This mortal life also; 
The body they may kill: 
God’s truth abideth still, 
His kingdom is forever. 

— Martin Luther 

 


