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Psalm 45: 1-8 – “My heart is overflowing with a good theme; I recite my composition concerning 
the King; my tongue is the pen of a ready writer.”  “You are fairer than the sons of men; grace is 
poured upon Your lips; therefore God has blessed You forever.”  “Gird Your sword upon Your 
thigh, O Mighty One, with Your glory and Your majesty.”  “And in Your majesty ride 
prosperously because of truth, humility, and righteousness; and Your right had shall teach You 
awesome things.”  “You arrows are sharp in the heart of the Kings enemies; the peoples fall 
under You.”  “Your throne, O God, is forever and ever; a scepter of righteousness is the scepter of 
Your kingdom.”  “You love righteousness and hate wickedness; therefore God, Your God has 
anointed You with the oil of gladness more than Your companions.”  “All Your garments are 
scented with myrrh and aloes and cassia.”  
 
You see here the Psalmist David’s good theme is Christ.  He is an earthly king speaking of the 
King of Kings, One who is fairer than the sons of men.  Grace was poured out upon His lips.  He 
was anointed by God, given the Spirit without measure, so that He might preach the glad tidings 
of the good news of salvation coming to men through Him.  His work was to ride on in the cause 
of meekness and truth and righteousness and He would accomplish everything necessary for the 
salvation of the elect and the gospel being preached to all men.  After accomplishing redemption 
He would also apply it effectually; the arrows of truth bringing the conviction of sin, the Holy 
Spirit would be poured out, and sinners would be converted unto God. The scepter of 
righteousness would be what He would rule by, and according to the will of God; peoples would 
“fall under Him”.  Because He loved righteousness and hated lawlessness, God the Father would 
anoint the Mediator, the God-Man with the oil of gladness in the prospect of all that He would 
accomplish by His perfect obedience to God’s law, and His laying down His life for the sins of all 
of God’s people.   
 
Ursinus on Question 31 in his Commentary on the Heidelberg Catechism –  
 
Question 31 – Why is He called Christ, that is, anointed? 
 
Answer: Because He is ordained of God the Father, and anointed with the Holy Spirit, to be our 
chief Prophet and Teacher, who fully reveals to us the secret counsel and will of God concerning 
our redemption; and our only High Priest, who by the one sacrifice of His body has redeemed us, 
and ever lives to make intercession for us with the Father; and our eternal King, who governs us 
by His Word and Spirit, and defends and preserves us in the redemption obtained for us. 
 
Christ was, then, anointed, 1. Because He was ordained to the office of mediator by the will of 
His Heavenly Father. “I am not come of Myself, but the Father has sent Me.” “God has spoken 
unto us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things.” (John 7:28; Heb. 1:1)  2. Because 
His human nature was endowed with the gifts of the Holy Spirit without measure; so that He 
had all the gifts and graces necessary for restoring, ruling and preserving his church, and for 
administering the government of the whole world, and directing it to the glory of God, and the 
salvation of his people. “For He whom God has sent speaks the words of God; for God gives not 
the Spirit by measure unto Him.” (John 3: 34)  
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These two parts of the anointing of Christ differ from each other in this manner, that the 
conferring of gifts has respect to the human nature only, while His ordination to the office of 
mediator has respect to both natures. 
 
Objection: Hence, an answer is readily furnished to another objection which we sometimes 
hear: God cannot be anointed.  Christ is God.  Therefore, He could not be anointed.   
 
Answer: We grant the whole if understood of that nature in which Christ is God, that He cannot 
be anointed, 1. Because it is impossible for us to add anything of justice, wisdom and power to 
the Godhead.  2. Because the Holy Spirit, by whom the anointing was effected, is the proper 
Spirit of Christ, no less, than of the Father. Therefore, just as no one can give you your spirit 
which is in you, because what you have cannot be given to you; so no one can give the Holy Spirit 
to God, because He is in him, from Him, is His proper Spirit, and is given to others by him. 
 
Objection: But if Christ could not be anointed as to his Divinity, He is then prophet, priest, 
king and mediator, according to his humanity only; for he is mediator according to that nature 
only which could be anointed. But it was possible for him to be anointed only as to His 
humanity. Therefore, He is mediator according to His humanity alone. The minor proposition is 
proven by the definition of anointing, which is to receive gifts.  But He received gifts only as to 
His human nature.  Therefore, it was in respect to this alone that He was anointed.  
 
Answer: We deny what is here affirmed, because the definition which is given of anointing is 
not sufficiently distinct nor full; for anointing does not merely include the reception of the gifts 
which pertain only to the humanity of Christ, but also an ordination to the office of mediator 
which has respect to both natures. Therefore, although the humanity of Christ alone could 
receive the Holy Spirit, yet it does not follow that his Divinity was excluded from this anointing, 
in as far as it was a designation to the office of mediator. Or we may present the argument 
clearer by considering it negatively: Christ is not mediator according to the nature in which He is 
not anointed. He is not anointed as to His Divinity. Therefore He is not mediator in respect to 
His Godhead. 
Answer: There are here four terms. In the major, the anointing is taken for both parts thereof, 
or for the whole anointing—for the designation to the office, and the bestowment of gifts. In the 
minor, it is considered only in relation to one part of the anointing. Therefore, it follows that 
Christ was anointed according to each nature, although in a different manner, as has been 
shown. Hence, Christ is prophet, priest, king and mediator, in respect to each nature, which is 
confirmed in the word of God by these two fundamental rules: 
1. The properties of the one nature of the mediator, are attributed to the whole person in the 
concrete, according to the communication of properties; but in respect to that nature only to 
which they are peculiar, as God is angry, suffered, died, viz., according to His humanity. The 
man Christ is omnipotent, eternal, everywhere, viz., according to His Divinity. 
2. The names, also, of the office of mediator, are attributed to the whole person in respect to 
both natures, yet preserving the properties of each nature, and the differences in the works 
peculiar to each; because, both the divine and human nature, together with the operations 
thereof, are necessary to the discharge of the office of mediator. So that each may perform that 
which is proper to it, in connection with the other.  Irenaeus says, in relation to this subject, that 
this anointing is to be understood as comprehending the three persons of the Godhead: the 
Father, as the anointer, the Son, as the anointed, and the Holy Spirit, as the unction, or the 
anointing.” 
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Let’s see just what kind of rule King Jesus would have, even from the beginning of 
His earthly ministry:  
2nd Samuel 23: 1-4 – “Now these are the last words of David.”  “Thus says David the son of Jesse; 
thus says the man raised up on high, the anointed of the God of Jacob, and the sweet psalmist of 
Israel: The Spirit of the Lord spoke by me, and His word was on my tongue.”  “The God of Israel 
said, the Rock of Israel spoke to me; ‘He who rules over men must be just, ruling in the fear of 
God.”  “And he shall be like the light of the morning when the sun rises, a morning without 
clouds, like tender grass springing out of the earth, by clear shining after rain.” 
 
Proverbs 2: 6 – “Yet I have set My King on My holy hill of Zion.”   John Gill says: “It is in the 
original, “I have anointed my King”.  Hence it is that Christ has the name of the Messiah, or 
anointed one; and his followers have the same, receiving from Him that anointing which teaches 
them all things.” 
 
Psalm 92: 9 and 10 – “For behold, Your enemies, O Lord, for behold, Your enemies shall perish; 
all the workers of iniquity shall be scattered.”  “But my horn You have exalted like a wild ox; I 
have been anointed with fresh oil.” 
 
Psalm 132: 10 – “For Your servant David’s sake, do not turn away the face of Your Anointed.”   
 
Psalm 132: 17 and 18 – “There I will make the horn of David grow; I will prepare a lamp for My 
Anointed.”  “His enemies I will clothe with shame, but upon Himself His crown shall flourish.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


