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Last year, President Donald Trump proposed a federal budget which increased spending on the military,               

and decreased spending on aid programs. Many were outraged. A catholic reporter called the budget               
“profoundly immoral.” (Michael Sean Winters, “Trump’s Immoral Budget,” National Catholic Reporter, March            
17, 2017) Another reporter called it “evil.” (Jeff Spross, “The Moral Bankruptcy of President Trump’s Budget,                
“The Week, March 17, 2017) Leftist Christians like Rachel Held Evans and Kirsten Powers denounced it as                 
unchristian, citing Jesus’s teaching about the separation of the sheep and the goats at the Final Judgment. For                  
these Christians, true Christian religion is helping the poor and oppressed. Socialist Christian Tony Campolo               
has written, “Most important, when we reflect on all Jesus had to say about caring for the poor and oppressed,                    
committing ourselves to His red-letter message just might drive us to see what we can do politically to help                   
those He called ‘the least of these.’ (see Matthew 25:31-46)” (Tony Campolo, Red-Letter Christians: A               
Citizen’s Guide to Faith and Politics, chapter 1) Are they right about Jesus’s teaching on the subject? Will the                   
Final Judgment be in accordance with how people treated the poor? Is there, as Catholic social teaching holds, a                   
preferential option for the poor? Many Christians, including the Church fathers, take a different view.  

All Christians agree that they ought to help someone in need. Jesus said that the first and great                  
commandment is, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy                      
mind.” The second, he said, is, “Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.” He said that these are the essence of                     
all the Scriptures. (Matthew 22:34-40) The Christian is to love his fellow man, even his enemies. To do so is to                     
be like God, who is good to all, “for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on                          
the just and on the unjust.” (Matthew 5:45) This does not mean that the Christian must like every one of his                     
fellow men. It does not mean that he must have fond affection for them. It does, however, mean that he must do                      
good to his fellow men, even to those that do evil to him. He must have compassion on those who are in need.                       
This is what Jesus taught in His parable of the Good Samaritan. A lawyer, wishing to justify himself before                   
God, asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” Jesus answered him with a parable. In that parable, a Jewish man                    
was traveling from Jerusalem to Jericho, and some thieves attacked him, robbed him, and left him for dead on                   
the side of the road. A priest traveling on the same road saw him lying there, and passed by on the other side.                       
Then a Levite did the same. Finally, a Samaritan found him, and, although Jews and Samaritans were enemies,                  
he had compassion on him. He took care of him, and he did so at great cost to himself. This man loved his                       
neighbor, and so ought all of God’s people ought to love theirs. Christians ought to do good to everyone,                   
because everyone is made in the image of God. It is hypocritical for one to say that he loves God, but not to                       
love his fellow men who are made in the image of God. (James 3:9-12) 

The Christian must love his neighbor as himself. Yet, the Christian’s love for other Christians takes                
precedence. In fact, it is a sign of salvation. The Scriptures say that Saint John was the disciple that Jesus loved.                     
Of course, Jesus loved all His disciples, but there was a special place in His heart for John. Perhaps that is                     
because John understood better than any what it means to love. He wrote in one of his epistles: 
 

Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay                    
down our lives for the brethren. But whoso hath this world's good, and seeth his brother have                 
need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him?                  
My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth. And hereby                    
we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before him. For if our heart                   
condemn us, God is greater than our heart, and knoweth all things. Beloved, if our heart                
condemn us not, then have we confidence toward God. And whatsoever we ask, we receive of                
him, because we keep his commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in his sight. And                 
this is his commandment, That we should believe on the name of his Son Jesus Christ, and love                  
one another, as he gave us commandment. And he that keepeth his commandments dwelleth in               
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him, and he in him. And hereby we know that he abideth in us, by the Spirit which he hath given                     
us. (1 John 3:16-24) 

 
In the same epistle, the apostle says that God is love. But what is love? He explains that Christians know what                     
love is because Jesus has shown them. He has shown them by His own actions. Love does what is in the best                      
interest of the one loved, especially if it means sacrifice on the part of the one loving. Jesus showed love by                     
making the ultimate sacrifice: He gave His life. Saint John wrote that it is by Christ’s sacrifice that Christians                   
understand what love is. Saint Paul wrote, “But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet                    
sinners, Christ died for us.” (Romans 5:8) Jesus Himself said to His disciples, “Greater love hath no man than                   
this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.” (John 15:13) To die for someone is the greatest sacrifice.                     
However, the Christian can give up his life in another way. He can give up his life by living for someone else.                      
He can, first of all, give up his life by living for Jesus. This is what Jesus meant when He said, “If any man will                         
come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me. For whosoever will save his                     
life shall lose it: but whosoever will lose his life for my sake, the same shall save it.” (Luke 9:23, 24) For the                       
Christian to die a martyr for Jesus’ sake is the greatest sacrifice, but for him to live for Jesus is also a great                       
sacrifice. It is for him every day to live, not for himself, for Jesus. To love Jesus is to obey Him. He told His                        
disciples, “If ye love me, keep my commandments.” (John 14:15) What are His commandments? He said, “This                 
is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you. Greater love hath no man than this, that a                      
man lay down his life for his friends. ” (John 15:12, 13) Jesus said that the second greatest commandment is for                     
one to love his neighbor as himself. However, He told His disciples that He was giving them a new                   
commandment. He said, “A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you,                    
that ye also love one another. By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to                       
another.” (john 13:34, 35) What is the distinctive trait of Christians? Not that they love their neighbors as                  
themselves, which they do, but that they love each other as Christ loved them, namely, sacrificially. The one                  
that loves his Christian brothers loves Jesus Christ, who is his brother, and God, who is the Father of Jesus.                    
Jesus said, “For whosoever shall do the will of my Father which is in heaven, the same is my brother, and sister,                      
and mother.” Matthew 12:50) For the Christian to love God, and His Son, is for him to live for them. Moreover,                     
it is for him to give up his life for for other Christians, because they his brothers. The Christian understands                    
God’s love because He gave His only-begotten Son as a sacrifice for Him. The Christian understands Jesus’s                 
love because He gave His life as a sacrifice for him. But how does the Christian know that He loves God? How                      
does he know that he loves Jesus? He know that He loves God if He loves the children of God. He knows that                       
He loves Jesus if he loves them that are Jesus’s brothers, and his own. Saint John writes that, if a Christian sees                      
another Christian in need, and can help him, and closes his heart to him, and does not help him, then he does not                       
love his brother, and he does not love God. It is not enough that a Christian feel that he loves other Christians. It                       
is not enough that he say that he loves other Christians. He must show that he loves them. So, Saint John wrote,                      
“My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth.” 

So necessary is it for the Christian to love other Christians that it is a sign of right standing with God. If                      
a man says he has faith, but he does not care for other Christians, then his faith, such as it is, is not saving faith.                         
If a Christian would have confidence toward God, if he would reassure his heart before Him, then He must love                    
his brothers. If a Christian would have assurance of his salvation, then he must not only believe in Jesus, but He                     
must obey His commandment, and His commandment is that Christians love each other. So Saint John wrote,                 
“And this is his commandment, That we should believe on the name of his Son Jesus Christ, and love one                    
another, as he gave us commandment.” Jesus said, “This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I                   
have loved you. Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends. Ye are my                       
friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you. (John 15:12-14) If a man obeys Jesus’ command to love the                   
brethren, then he is Jesus’ friend. To be a friend of Jesus is to be a friend of God, and to be a friend of God is to                            
be approved of Him. Moses writes of Abraham that “he believed in the LORD; and he counted it to him for                     
righteousness.” (Genesis 15:6) He was right with God, and called the friend of God. There was no hostility                  
between them. So, God said, “But thou, Israel, art my servant, Jacob whom I have chosen, the seed of Abraham                    
my friend.” (Isaiah 41:8; cf. 2 Chronicles 20:7; James 2:23) Saint John summarizes his teaching this way: “We                  
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love him, because he first loved us. If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he that                         
loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen? And this                    
commandment have we from him, That he who loveth God love his brother also.” (1 John 4:19-21) 

So necessary is it for the Christian to love other Christians that the Final Judgement will be in                  
accordance with how he loved them. Jesus taught that at His Second Advent He will sit on His throne and judge                     
among the nations, separating sheep from goats. To His sheep He shall say, “Come, ye blessed of my Father,                   
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: For I was an hungred, and ye gave me                     
meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me in: Naked, and ye clothed me: I was                         
sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me.” When these righteous ones shall ask Him when                      
they did these things to Him, He shall say to them, “Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one                        
of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.” It shall be otherwise for the goats. Them He shall                       
dispatch into everlasting fire because they did not do these things to Jesus’ brothers, and so they did not do them                     
to Him. “And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.” (Matthew                 
25:31-46) God rewards those who do good. When Jesus sent out the twelve disciples to proclaim the Gospel of                   
the Kingdom, Jesus warned them that some would persecute them. He told them that they must devote their                  
lives to Him, and even be willing to lose their loved for Him. Some, however, would receive them. Jesus said,                    
to the disciples, “He that receiveth you receiveth me, and he that receiveth me receiveth him that sent me. He                    
that receiveth a prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive a prophet's reward; and he that receiveth a                    
righteous man in the name of a righteous man shall receive a righteous man's reward. And whosoever shall give                   
to drink unto one of these little ones a cup of cold water only in the name of a disciple, verily I say unto you, he                          
shall in no wise lose his reward.” (Matthew 10:37-42) Here Jesus alludes to the episode of Elijah the prophet                   
and the Shunammite woman. When one day Elijah traveled through Shunem, a woman there urged him to eat                  
some bread. He did, and whenever he would pass through, he would eat in her home. Seeing that he was a man                      
of God, she had her husband make a room for him in which he could rest on his journey. One day, Elijah asked                       
the woman what he could do for her. She said that she had no child, and her husband was very old. Elijah told                       
her that at that time in the following year she would have son, and, although she was skeptical, it happened just                     
as the prophet had said. She was rewarded for recognizing that Elijah was a prophet of God. she treated him                    
accordingly, and she was rewarded for her kindness. So shall it be in the Final Judgment. Those who believed in                    
Jesus and loved their Christian brothers will be rewarded with the thing they most desire: eternal life. 

The Christian’s concern is not so much the poor and needy of the world as it is the poor and needy of the                       
Church. His concern is not so much the criminal imprisoned for his sins as it is the Christian imprisoned for his                     
faith. The Christian must help the poor and oppressed of the world as he is able, but his priority is the poor and                       
oppressed of the Church. 

Saint James wrote: 
 
What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have not works? can faith                   
save him? If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food, And one of you say unto                    
them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye give them not those things                
which are needful to the body; what doth it profit? Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead,                    
being alone… Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only.(James                  
2:14-17, 24) 

 
The apostle, referring to Jesus’ teaching about the sheep and the goats, teaches that a man stands righteous                  
before God by faith, but by a faith that obeys God. So, God declares a man righteous by faith, but He also, when                       
that man does what is right, declares him to be what He is, namely, a righteous man. (James 2:24) The faithful                     
Christian obeys God, and, particularly, he loves his Christian brothers and sisters more than any others. He                 
loves them, and so he tends to their needs. 

The Christian is to love his neighbor as himself, because all men are made in the image of God. He is to                      
love Christians most of all, because they are his brothers and sisters in Christ. Christians, then, must care for all                    
mankind, but for Christians first of all. Saint Paul wrote to the Galatians, “As we have therefore opportunity, let                   
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us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith.” (Galatians 6:10) In the ancient                     
Church, it was not the Christians’ love of their fellow man that set them apart, but their love for each other.                     
Tertullian, the Church father, wrote in his Apology: 
 

But it is mainly the deeds of a love so noble that lead many to put a brand upon us. See, they say,                       
how they love one another, for themselves are animated by mutual hatred; how they are ready                
even to die for one another, for they themselves will sooner put to death. And they are wroth                  
with us, too, because we call each other brethren; for no other reason, as I think, than because                  
among themselves names of consanguinity are assumed in mere pretence of affection.            
(Tertullian, Apology, XXXIX) 

 
Let us love the Lord our God with all our hearts, with all our souls, and will all our minds. Let us love our                        
neighbors as ourselves. Let us love each other as Christ loved us, and gave His life for us. 
 
Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in His own blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto 

His God and Father; to Him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 


