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To Ponder . . . 

Questions to ponder as you prepare to hear from Judges 18.

1. Why were the citizens of the tribe of Dan looking for a new
home?

2. Are there any areas in your life that are in direct conflict with
God’s will as He has revealed it in the Bible?

3. Explain how the Danites could have concluded that their
stumbling across Micah’s priest was God’s sovereign directing.

4. When people who claim to be God’s people (like Danites) do
things contrary to God’s will (kill innocent people), what does
that do for God’s reputation?

5. What part did the city of Dan play in Israel’s destruction – both
physical and spiritual?

DO NOT BOAST ABOUT TOMORROW
Judges 18

We need to think again of James’s warning. Come now, you
who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go into such and such a town
and spend a year there and trade and make a profit”--  yet you do not
know what tomorrow will bring. What is your life? For you are a mist
that appears for a little time and then vanishes. Instead you ought to
say, “If the Lord wills, we will live and do this or that.” As it is, you
boast in your arrogance. All such boasting is evil (James 4:13-16).
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This warning is replete with spiritual advice, godly guidance,
and establishes an important principle regarding our doing God’s
will. At the same time, it offers a logical, commonsense principle. It
is much like King Ahab’s warning in response to King Ben Hadad’s
threat of attack. And the king of Israel answered, “Tell him, ‘Let not
him who straps on his armor boast himself like he who takes it off’”
(1 Kings 20:11). Again, that is a commonsense principle. It is much
like the well-known proverb of human origin, “Don’t count your
chickens before they hatch.” 

On the one hand, God commends wise planning and the efforts
of His people to accomplish goals, especially goals through which He
receives glory. On the other hand, it is very easy for us to make plans
and establish goals based solely on our desires and then attempt to put
God’s stamp of approval on them. If God’s will for each of us in all
matters of life were stated explicitly in His Word, that might prevent
a lot of our attempts to justify our will as His will. However, there are
plenty of areas in life where God’s Word does give guidance or
establishes principles or pointedly addresses matters. For example,
the Bible is plain enough as it prohibits us from lying or stealing or
committing adultery or murder. We know God’s will in those matters.

But when every person is doing what is right in his own eyes,
it is likely that even matters that God has addressed plainly will fall
victim to personal desires and actions. As we now know, that was a
real problem during the latter days of the judges in Israel. On a
wholesale level, the people in the nation were doing whatever they
chose to do. But then they had the audacity of sprinkling their choices
and actions with a little “God dust” to convince themselves they were
doing God’s will. 

That kind of living will result in a very messed up culture. The
tribe of Dan proves in this text how messed up God’s people were.
While pretending to do God’s will, they went about to establish their
own will. Not only did it cause trouble for their generation, but they
laid the groundwork for great trouble for future generations. Indeed,
the stubborn choice of the people of Dan laid the foundation for
Israel’s virtual destruction in years to come. We must learn from their
mistakes to measure our plans and desires against the clear statements
of God’s Word.
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Dan Was Looking for a New Home (vv.1-13).

We will see in this story how the representatives of Dan found
Micah’s priest who told the spies they were in God’s will (vv.1-7). It
all came about because the people of Dan decided that they needed a
place to call home. They were convinced they didn’t have a place to
live. In those days there was no king in Israel. And in those days the
tribe of the people of Dan was seeking for itself an inheritance to
dwell in, for until then no inheritance among the tribes of Israel had
fallen to them (v.1).

It is important to note the opening phrase that there was no king
in Israel at the time. Granted there was no king in Israel, but would
a king have stopped this foolishness? Also in those days the people
of Dan were seeking an inheritance. That’s odd. Were they looking
for a place to live because no inheritance had fallen to them? What
about God’s plan that Joshua carried out? In the record of Joshua we
read, The seventh lot came out for the tribe of the people of Dan,
according to their clans. And the territory of its inheritance included
Zorah, Eshtaol, Ir-shemesh, Shaalabbin, Aijalon, Ithlah, Elon,
Timnah, Ekron, Eltekeh, Gibbethon, Baalath, Jehud, Bene-berak,
Gath-rimmon,  and Me-jarkon and Rakkon with the territory over
against Joppa” (Joshua 19:40-46).

A good Bible map reveals that God had apportioned a piece of
land, about in the middle of the nation, that ran inland from the
Mediterranean Sea. That was the expression of God’s will for the
people of Dan. So, how is it that God’s will wasn’t God’s will? Again
in Joshua’s record we learn, When the territory of the people of Dan
was lost to them, the people of Dan went up and fought against
Leshem [Laish] (Joshua 19:47). Oh, the territory was lost. The phrase
was lost to them is literally, “It slipped through their fingers.”

Now we are left to wonder how this God-given territory could
have slipped through their fingers when God promised that He would
give every tribe the land He promised as an inheritance. Moses
assured the people, “And the LORD will give them over to you, and
you shall do to them according to the whole commandment that I
have commanded you” (Deuteronomy 31:5). Since God never fails,
and God always keeps His promises, must be the people of Dan
failed. Yes, that was the case. The Amorites pressed the people of
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Dan back into the hill country, for they did not allow them to come
down to the plain (Judges 1:34).

When the enemy is winning in your life, it is not because God
has failed. God promised, For everyone who has been born of God
overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the
world – our faith (1 John 5:4). Therefore, God’s will for us His
people is obvious: For sin will have no dominion over you, since you
are not under law but under grace (Romans 6:14). So if sin has
dominion over you believer, child of God, what’s the problem? It
isn’t God. And it really isn’t the devil. It is you not depending on God
and not appropriating the resources of His promises, His instruction,
His Holy Spirit, prayer, and His people to the battle. 

So it was for the people of Dan. Unable to be satisfied with
God’s gift, they went looking for home in all the wrong places. So the
people of Dan sent five able men from the whole number of their
tribe, from Zorah and from Eshtaol, to spy out the land and to
explore it. And they said to them, “Go and explore the land.” And
they came to the hill country of Ephraim, to the house of Micah, and
lodged there (v.2). The chosen spies left the place God had prescribed
for them, the inheritance God gave, and headed north.

On their journey, when the spies arrived in the hill country of
Ephraim, they stopped for the night near the house of Micah. You
remember he was the guy who stole his mother’s money, confessed,
built a silver idol, added it to his shrine, created an ephod and
established his own religion and hired a Levite to run it (Judges 17).
And behold, they discover encouragement in the “will of God.”

How providential it was that the spies would discover a priest
who could inquire of the Lord for them (vv.3-6). Of course the men
had just enough knowledge of God’s will that they were a bit
surprised to find a Levite in the hill country of Ephraim. How did he
get there? When they were by the house of Micah, they recognized the
voice of the young Levite. And they turned aside and said to him,
“Who brought you here? What are you doing in this place? What is
your business here?” And he said to them, “This is how Micah dealt
with me: he has hired me, and I have become his priest” (vv.3-4). 

It is okay for us to wonder why the spies seemed surprised to
find this Levite. Maybe they were familiar with God’s law which
described God’s plan. Maybe they knew that a Levite should be either
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in a Levitical city or in the place  where God chose to have His
presence, the Tabernacle and Ark of the Covenant, which was
probably Shiloh at this point. The Levite explained the amazing deal
Micah offered him, which was no doubt God’s will. Or, otherwise,
why wouldn’t he be there, considering Micah pledged to take care of
him? Bounty and ease is always a sign of God’s will, right?

Well, if God provided a “priest” for their disposal, it must be
God’s will for the spies to learn if God was going to bless them. And
they said to him, “Inquire of God, please, that we may know whether
the journey on which we are setting out will succeed.”  And the priest
said to them, “Go in peace. The journey on which you go is under the
eye of the LORD” (vv.5-6). Apparently, at this point in Israel’s
history, all of God’s people were aware that it was God’s will for
priests to represent them with God and God with them.

Good people of God, like the Danite spies, would be
particularly concerned to know if they would succeed in doing what
is right in their own eyes. Apparently, the priest did something,
maybe with Micah’s ephod and idols, but he came back with the good
news that God’s stamp of  approval was on Dan’s plans. That is all
they needed to know. Surely if a person of faith, a person of the
“cloth” affirms our desires, we are in the will of God — right? Like
Balaam who at one moment declared God’s will for His people and
the next moment led them into wicked idolatry and fornication that
led to the death of himself and 24,000 Israelites? Or do we mean like
Charismatic television personalities who promise that if you send
them money God will increase your bank account? Or is it like false
teachers who promise that if you have faith in the organized church,
God will let you into heaven? Or even like false teachers who declare
on the basis of “God’s Word” that His will for His children in all
circumstances is that they live solely to enjoy the pleasures of life?
Solomon was correct to conclude that there is nothing new under the
sun.

Buoyed with the certainty that they were in God’s will, the men
of Dan set out to do their will. God’s will not withstanding, they
sought a different location to set up shop. Then the five men departed
and came to Laish and saw the people who were there, how they lived
in security, after the manner of the Sidonians, quiet and unsuspecting,
lacking nothing that is in the earth and possessing wealth, and how
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they were far from the Sidonians and had no dealings with anyone.
And when they came to their brothers at Zorah and Eshtaol, their
brothers said to them, “What do you report?” (vv.7-8).

The spies traveled to the farthest point north in the Promised
Land. In fact, they either traveled past the boundary of the Promised
Land or were at the northern most part of land God had given to the
tribe of Naphtali. They saw people living securely, that is, no fear of
being overrun. They were Canaanites, the people God intended His
people to run out of the land. But they were living peacefully. The
phrase, after the manner of the Sidonians, indicated that they lived
under the influence of the powerful, well-ordered culture of Sidon to
the north. They were lacking nothing which literally means “putting
to shame.” No military power was humiliating them. They were
possessing wealth in that no powerful people were taking their wealth
from them through taxation. They were far from the Sidonians, far
enough from Sidon, over the Lebanon mountains, to be independent.
And they had no dealings with anyone, living in quiet, unmolested
isolation – until now.

The spies found utopia, which must mean it was God’s will for
them to overrun, kill, and possess the quiet, isolated people. Surely,
they had discovered God’s will and they convinced their brothers and
sisters back home that this was God’s will.  They said, “Arise, and let
us go up against them, for we have seen the land, and behold, it is
very good. And will you do nothing? Do not be slow to go, to enter in
and possess the land. As soon as you go, you will come to an
unsuspecting people. The land is spacious, for God has given it into
your hands, a place where there is no lack of anything that is in the
earth.”

The spies’ report implied that moving north and taking over the
peaceful valley was a no-brainer. They said, “Arise, and let us go up
against them, for we have seen the land, and behold, it is very good.
And will you do nothing? Do not be slow to go, to enter in and
possess the land.” The people would never suspect the attack, the
land is spacious and obviously it was God’s will for them to move.
As soon as you go, you will come to an unsuspecting people. The
land is spacious, for God has given it into your hands, a place where
there is no lack of anything that is in the earth (v.10).
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But wait! Was it not clearly God’s will for them to possess the
land He had allotted to them? They had not obeyed God in that matter
yet. Now they are convinced that God’s will has changed because this
other land would be easier to occupy. It is very enlightening to
contrast this “spy report” with the earlier report of the spies who first
investigated God’s Promised Land. How ironic that when God clearly
directed the people to send spies into the land He had clearly
promised to give them under Moses’ leadership, the spies came back
with a discouraging report and the people refused to do God’s
plainly-communicated will. Now, when the people sent spies to
check out a land contrary to God’s will, they come back and report
very positively, and the people are unanimously in favor of doing
what is contrary to God’s will.

That is an evidence of people naming the name of God but
doing what is right in their own eyes! It is so easy for us to rationalize
God’s will. If we are doing something that is not popular, not
politically correct, not acceptable to the majority, we will find life a
bit unsettled. An unsettled life forces us to depend on God, not just
daily, but often moment by moment. If I am forced to depend on God,
I will not have confidence in myself. Surely it is not God’s will for
me to live every moment of every day trusting in Him, is it? I think
that is what God meant by, For in it [the gospel] the righteousness of
God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous
shall live by faith” (Romans 1:17). Doesn’t it seem like the will of
God would be found first in the things God has stated clearly? So
maybe it is not God’s will for you to win the lottery so that you won’t
have to depend on Him anymore.

Dan Wanted a New Priest to Go With His New Home (vv.14-31).

The people who set out to steal a new home also stole Micah’s
priest. Along the way to their new home, the spies told the vagabonds
about Micah’s homemade religion. Then the five men who had gone
to scout out the country of Laish said to their brothers, “Do you know
that in these houses there are an ephod, household gods, a carved
image, and a metal image? Now therefore consider what you will do”
(v.14). Notice how they implied that they should take the Levite and
idols along with them.
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When 600 soldiers showed up at his house, the priest (Levite)
was taken by surprise. And when these went into Micah’s house and
took the carved image, the ephod, the household gods, and the metal
image, the priest said to them, “What are you doing?” (v.18). We are
not surprised that he was surprised. 

The strong men of Dan offered the priest a new position, a
promotion. And they said to him, “Keep quiet; put your hand on your
mouth and come with us and be to us a father and a priest. Is it better
for you to be priest to the house of one man, or to be priest to a tribe
and clan in Israel?” (v.19). Now the unnamed Levite could be the
priest for a whole tribe not just one family. Surely that was God’s
will. No, God’s will was for priests to be appointed by the priests
from Aaron’s line. Who should serve as a priest was not the people’s
choice according to God’s plan. So no, this was not God’s will.

Though initially surprised by the appearance of these mighty
men, now the priest was happy all over again. And the priest’s heart
was glad. He took the ephod and the household gods and the carved
image and went along with the people (v.20). But what happened to
the Levite’s previous satisfaction? We just studied in chapter
seventeen, And the Levite was content to dwell with the man, and the
young man became to him like one of his sons (Judges 17:11). Right.
That was before. In light of this new offer, his contentment changed.

That is the fickleness of the person who does what is right in his
own eyes and tries to convince himself it is God’s will. James calls
them double minded people who are unstable in all their ways (James
1:8). This is like the man who keeps a new car for only a year
because he suddenly decides that he likes the blue car better than the
green car. Or it is like the woman who is so crazy about the man she
met at work, that she marries him. But then a few years later she gets
a new job, meets a new man at work, and decides she is more crazy
about him. Or the pastor who accepts a call to a church, tells the
people that he loves them and will be their pastor until death or
retirement, and then leaves three years later when a larger church
makes him an offer. All of these people will try to convince
themselves and others that they are doing God’s will. 

The Levite was glad to get a promotion, but Micah wasn’t
happy. The marauding band of Dan, stole the priest, the gods,
virtually Micah’s religion, and left. What would you do about that?
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So did Micah. He chased after them and confronted them. And they
shouted to the people of Dan, who turned around and said to Micah,
“What is the matter with you, that you come with such a company?”
(v.23).What is the matter? Like they didn’t know what the problem
was. And he said, “You take my gods that I made and the priest, and
go away, and what have I left? How then do you ask me, ‘What is the
matter with you?’” (v.24).

When you are powerful enough you don’t need to negotiate.
Just threaten. And the people of Dan said to him, “Do not let your
voice be heard among us, lest angry fellows fall upon you, and you
lose your life with the lives of your household.” Then the people of
Dan went their way. And when Micah saw that they were too strong
for him, he turned and went back to his home (vv.25-26). 

It seems that Micah’s previous conclusion wasn’t working out
so well. Once he had his own religion firmly established, complete
with priest and ephod, Micah said, “Now I know that the LORD will
prosper me, because I have a Levite as priest” (Judges 17:13). He
was quite sure that his homemade religion was God’s will. He was
convinced that He had maneuvered so shrewdly that God had to bless
him whether or not He wanted to. We are far out of fellowship with
God when we conclude that God should have faith in us. 

Ultimately, through this brazen move by the people of Dan, the
city of Dan became the enemy’s gate to God’s people. The mob of
thousands showed up in the peaceful valley and there was no one to
resist the tribe of Dan. But the people of Dan took what Micah had
made, and the priest who belonged to him, and they came to Laish,
to a people quiet and unsuspecting, and struck them with the edge of
the sword and burned the city with fire. And there was no deliverer
because it was far from Sidon, and they had no dealings with anyone.
It was in the valley that belongs to Beth-rehob (v.27-28b). 

The Dan people got busy right away and rebuilt the city of
Laish. Now they named it Dan and quickly established their own
brand of idolatry. Then they rebuilt the city and lived in it. And they
named the city Dan, after the name of Dan their ancestor, who was
born to Israel; but the name of the city was Laish at the first. And the
people of Dan set up the carved image for themselves, and Jonathan
the son of Gershom, son of Moses, and his sons were priests to the
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tribe of the Danites until the day of the captivity of the land (v.28b-
30).

As soon as they were established, the people of Dan set up
carved images in direct disobedience to God’s instruction. Surely
they did not see themselves as pagans like the people of Laish they
had just destroyed. No doubt they looked at their beautiful carved
images and said, “This is the representation of the one true God
Yahweh who I love and adore.” Isn’t that essentially what the
Israelites concluded about the golden calf? In that setting we read,
“And he received the gold from their hand and fashioned it with a
graving tool and made a golden calf. And they said, “These are your
gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!”
(Exodus 32:4).If we argued, “No, God the Father, God the Son, and
God the Holy Spirit brought you out of Egypt!” They would respond:
“Of course they did, and this calf represents them.”

The people of Dan were way out of God’s will because God
had already made it clear where the people should go to worship Him.
Before the tribes of Jacob ever entered the Promised Land, God
instructed through Moses, Take care that you do not offer your burnt
offerings at any place that you see, but at the place that the LORD
will choose in one of your tribes, there you shall offer your burnt
offerings, and there you shall do all that I am commanding you
(Deuteronomy 12:13-14). At this time God’s chosen place was Shiloh
where Eli and Samuel ministered before the ark. In fact, our text
acknowledges this breach of God’s law by the Danites. So they set up
Micah’s carved image that he made, as long as the house of God was
at Shiloh (v.31). 

History proves that the city of Dan became the portal through
which Israel’s destroyers came. It became the site of Israel’s most
destructive false religion. Within 130 years, King Jeroboam would set
up the altars in Dan and Bethel that would be the authoritative
substitute, replacement of true worship of the true God. God often
pointed back to that sin as the reason why He raised up the Assyrians
to destroy Israel. 

We should find it very interesting and ironic that when God sent
the actual, promised enemies to destroy His people, He sent them
through Dan. Satan and false worship entered among God’s people
through the city of Dan. The Assyrians attacked Israel coming



11

through Dan. The Babylonians also came through Dan when they
destroyed Judah and Jerusalem.

When we reject the clear statements of God’s Word in order to
do what is right in our own eyes, we are laying a dangerous and
destructive foundation. We need to know God’s Word. We need to
submit to what we know. We need to rely on God’s wisdom in order
to apply the principles of God’s Word in areas that are not clearly
stated. We need to enjoy fellowship with God which is rooted in
moment-by- moment dependance on Him. A daily walk of fellowship
will go a long way in keeping us from building a doorway to future
sin.
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