
On the Road with Jesus 

Luke 23:13-33  

Week after the Resurrection 

 

Today we want to look at the encounter of the two disciples with Jesus on the road to Emmaus.  It is a 

favorite for most of us and rightly so.  It shows the love of our Lord in coming after His own.  It is one 

of the highlights which shows that He doesn’t lose His sheep.  Yet there is also an important message 

in the account.  He shows us that it is vitally important what we believe.  The rebuke to these disciples 

could easily fit many of us as we as well are “slow of heart to believe.”  Join us as we look at Jesus on 

the road to Emmaus. 

 

 Context – This is the day of the Resurrection.  Jesus had appeared to Mary Magdalene in the 

morning.  She had brought the news to the disciples and the other women had told of what they 

had been told.  As you can see from the conversation here, the disciples had serious questions 

about the veracity of the women’s testimony. 

 VS. 15 – … that Jesus Himself drew near and went with them. 

◦  The first point is one that we have mentioned in several instances, so we will just touch it. 

Christ is the one seeking His sheep. 

▪ John 10:27-29 “
27

 My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me. 
28

 

And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch 

them out of My hand. 
29

 My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and 

no one is able to snatch them out of My Father's hand.” 

▪ John 17:12 “While I was with them in the world, I kept them in Your name. Those 

whom You gave Me I have kept; and none of them is lost except the son of perdition, 

that the Scripture might be fulfilled.” 

▪ Romans 8:35 “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? ….”  His love for us… 

▪ In many ways, this is the good news.  God set His love on us, He came to us to 

tabernacle with us, He sought us, and finally He saved us. 

 Luke 24:16 “
16

 But their eyes were restrained, so that they did not know Him.” 

◦ What was happening?  Jesus was risen, but…  He didn’t show them Himself yet.  Why? 

◦ HUGE point.  It was a battle for truth.  *Truth stands on its own.  It can stand 

examination!* 

▪ We so often are told the battle is in other areas.  If we think the battle is over any wrong 

area, like territorial spirits, or generational curses, poor self-esteem, behavior patterns, 

sicknesses, or even using law to combat sin, we miss the point and have lost the war 

without a fight.  We fight as shadow boxers… 

▪ Christ, the Son of God, restrained their eyes, so they didn’t see Him.  He was interested 

in their understanding of truth, before they got excited about the miracle.  The miracle 

was second, the knowledge of who Christ was had to come first. 

▪ Matthew 4 and Luke 4 – Christ’s temptation in the desert.  “It is Written.” 

 Luke 4:4 “It is written, man shall not live by bread alone but by every word of 

God.” 

◦ ESV  
Psalm 119:160 “The sum of your word is truth...” 

 Luke 16:31 “But he said to him, If they do not hear Moses and the prophets, neither 

will they be persuaded though one rise from the dead.” 



 2 Co 10:3-6 “
3
 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the 

flesh. 
4
 For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling 

down strongholds, 
5
 casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself 

against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience 

of Christ, 
6
 and being ready to punish all disobedience when your obedience is 

fulfilled.” 

 1 Peter 3:15 “But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give 

a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with 

meekness and fear;” 

 James 1:18 “Of His own will He brought us forth by the word of truth, that we 

might be a kind of firstfruits of His creatures.” 

◦ John 5:39-40 “
39

 You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have 

eternal life; and these are they which testify of Me. 
40

 But you are not willing to 

come to Me that you may have life.” 

▪ In rejecting Christ, they rejected the message of the scriptures and eternal 

life. 

◦ 2 Timothy 3:15 “and that from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, 

which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ 

Jesus.” 

◦ The battle is over truth.  Truth stands higher than miracles or gifts….   

▪ It is the basis of our faith.   

 Romans 10:17 “So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” 

▪ It is the basis of our Sanctification 

 John 17:17 “Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth.” 

 2 Peter 1:4 “by which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious 

promises, that through these you may be partakers of the divine nature, having 

escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.” 

 John 8:31-32 “
31

 Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, If you abide in 

My word, you are My disciples indeed. 
32

 And you shall know the truth, and the 

truth shall make you free.” 

◦ Sin, traditions, law…  It brings life, light, 

◦ 1 John 1:4 “And these things we write to you that your joy may be full.” 

 Their Need! 

◦ Luke 24:19 “And He said to them, What things? So they said to Him, The things 

concerning Jesus of Nazareth, who was a Prophet mighty in deed and word before God and 

all the people,” 

▪ Not wrong, but so far short…  The Son of God! 

◦ Luke 24:20-21 “
20

 and how the chief priests and our rulers delivered Him to be condemned 

to death, and crucified Him. 
21

 But we were hoping that it was He who was going to redeem 

Israel. Indeed, besides all this, today is the third day since these things happened.” 

▪ They used the right word, redeem, but saw a national redemption. 

▪ We have the greatest gift and message ever given, but we as well can get caught up in a 

national redemption!!!  We are to proclaim an eternal redemption! 

 Christ’s response! 



◦ Luke 24:25-27 “
25

 Then He said to them, O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe in all 

that the prophets have spoken! 
26

 Ought not the Christ to have suffered these things and to 

enter into His glory? 
27

 And beginning at Moses and all the Prophets, He expounded to them 

in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself.” 

▪ Rebuke is needed.  We all start there with God.  He needs to bring us to a place to listen. 

▪ He always points us to Christ and His work.  The Glory always goes to God. 

◦ Luke 24:44-45 “
44

 Then He said to them, These are the words which I spoke to you while I 

was still with you, that all things must be fulfilled which were written in the Law of Moses 

and the Prophets and the Psalms concerning Me. 
45

 And He opened their understanding, that 

they might comprehend the Scriptures.” 

▪ Same start.  Understanding of the Truth of Gods plan. 

◦ Luke 24:46-48 “
46

 Then He said to them, Thus it is written, and thus it was necessary for 

the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead the third day, 
47

 and that repentance and 

remission of sins should be preached in His name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 
48

 

And you are witnesses of these things.” 

▪ 1
st
 – Written, necessary 

▪ 2
nd

 – Repentance and remission of sin should be preached.  The good news.  Our sin has 

been paid for. 

 Repentance – Sorry for and turning from sin. 

 Remission – Forgiveness can be asked for and sought from the Lord. 

▪ 3
rd

 – You are witnesses of these things…. 

 

 

The question for us today is have we understood first who Jesus is.  So easy to go through life and 

think, “Oh I know there is a God.  Sure I see His hand all around me.”  That is not enough.  There is a 

message that the Bible gives.  It is that Jesus is the Son of God and came to pay for our sins, to offer us 

salvation.   

 

Prayer …..   “Now May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. Amen.”   (2Co 13:14 NKJ) 

Sing the Doxology....  Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise Him all creature, here below..., 

Praise Him above you heavenly hosts, praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen 


