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That phrase that we just sang that we will overcome by the blood of the Lamb and the 
word of our testimony, those words are actually lifted off the pages of Scripture found in 
the book of Revelation where a group of people are going through the most difficult time 
in their life, one of the most tumultuous experiences that humanity could endure and yet 
even in those hardships, even in those difficulties, they could declare that because of the 
blood of the Lamb of Jesus Christ and the word of their testimony of believing in him, 
that they would be able to overcome. Today no matter what the situation, no matter what 
the struggle, no matter what is happening personally in your life, there is no scenario, 
situation or struggle that he cannot more than overcome. So today, let us pray, let us seek 
his face asking him to address that specific concern or issue and that we will be 
challenged by his word.

Lord, this morning we confess you know us better than we know ourselves. We have 
struggles and issues and things that are bothering us that maybe we've shared with some 
but often not with most, yet your word makes it clear there is nothing taking place in our 
life or has happened in our life or will occur in our life that you're not completely aware 
of. So, Lord, we do pray today that the ability to overcome would not be found in our 
own strength, our own education, our own creativity, but in the blood of the Lamb of 
Jesus Christ and our testimony of believing in him. So Lord, this day as we open your 
word, in light of whatever we're going through, may those words leap off the page into 
our life and into our heart. May this be the day that you change us from the inside out 
and you overcome through us. It is in the name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

This morning I would encourage you to open your Bibles to two passages: the Gospel of 
John 4 and the last book of your Bible, the book of Revelation 5. And today we gather 
one week removed from kind of the most important key, most critical day of what we 
know as the Christian calendar, Resurrection Sunday. It was last week when we gathered 
that we, the body of Christ, we, the people who claim the name of Jesus Christ, found our
commonality. It is on that day that the tomb was declared empty, the angels declared, 
"Why do you seek the living among the dead?" where we find our common ground, 
where we find our foundation for the faith. One week removed and it's business as usual. 
In fact, you don't have to be a common frequenter of a church service, all you have to do 
is peruse social media and you will discover that the Christian community, particularly in
the Western world, has a variety of opinions and ideas and perspective of what it means 
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to worship, what it means to have gathered together as believers. Oftentimes we disagree 
on the day, we disagree on the style, we disagree on this, we disagree on that, but today 
from the mouth of Jesus we're going to hear what does authentic, true, God-honoring 
worship really look like, and one of the questions that you're going to have to ask 
yourself is if that's what it's supposed to look like, the why would I bother with anything 
else?

I want to encourage you to open your Bibles to John 4 and we continue with the story of 
the woman at the well, the Samaritan woman, this woman whom Jesus came and said, "I 
know everything about you." She understood that he was a prophet. She understood there
was something different about him but then she engaged in the same dialog. She began to
question: do we worship here, do we worship there; is it on this day, that day? And Jesus 
is going to respond to her much like we need him to respond to us today.

Beginning in verse 20 of John 4 it says, 

20 Our fathers worshipped in this mountain; and you say, that in 
Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship. 21 Jesus said unto her,
Woman, believe me, the hour is coming, when you shall neither in this 
mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father. 22 You worship you 
know not what: we know what we worship: for salvation is of the Jews. 23
But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshippers shall 
worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to 
worship him. 24 God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship 
him in spirit and in truth. 25 The woman said unto him, I know that 
Messias will come, which is called Christ: when he is come, he will tell us
all things. 26 Jesus said unto her, I that speak unto you am he.

In the midst of her question in this dialog, Jesus makes this statement in verse 24, he says,
"God is a Spirit: and those that worship him must do so in spirit and in truth," and today 
as we address the subject matter of worship, I want to peel away the layers of just that 
one, single, solitary verse. Who is it that we worship? It says God is a Spirit. It begins 
with that word "God." In other words, what we discover is that worship, the object of 
worship, is an entity, not an item. In other words, it says it is God of which our focus and 
our attention should be directed.

Now, if I were going to define worship for you today, I would say it is our willing 
response to a self-revealing God. And so when we speak about worship and what it looks 
like to worship and how we're supposed to properly worship, we first have to begin with 
who is it that we're worshiping and the first thing we need to discover is that we worship 
a God who is singular. He is a singularity. In fact, you go back to the Ten 
Commandments, here's Moses coming off the mountain, the Israelites who have been in 
great rebellion and struggling with having their affection and attention guided in so many 
different ways, do you remember what the first commandment is? "You should have no 
other God before you. Nobody else should receive your attention but me. Nobody should 
receive your affection above me." And then the second commandment, "And have no 
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graven images." In other words, don't even make images thereof because soon thereafter 
you will begin to focus on those images and focus on the tangible and focus on the things 
that you can touch and smell and hear rather than focusing on the one true God.

As you walk through the Old Testament, the book of Deuteronomy 6, a very famous 
passage of Scripture, you've probably heard it, and we call it the John 3:16 of the Old 
Testament. It says, "Hear, O Israel, the Lord your God is one God." in the midst of a 
world that can multi-task, in the midst of a world that has splintered affections, the Lord 
says, "Okay, people, I am one God." In fact, it is so emphatic in Deuteronomy 6:4 that 
your Hebrew Old Testament in the original Hebrew did not utilize capital letters at all 
except in this one verse. There are only two words in the entire Old Testament that have 
capital letters: the word for "hear" and the word for "one." In other words, it's like God is 
screaming at them. This is the equivalent today of sending a text message or sending an 
email in all capital letters. I mean, God is screaming at them saying, "Please, please listen
up. I am one God."

So when we talk about our affection, when we talk about how do we respond to a self-
revealing God, we're not talking about multiple avenues here, we're talking about there is 
one single solitary focus for our time and attention. But we also have to discuss the 
substance thereof. It says that God is a Spirit. Now, obviously being a Spirit, it's very 
much different than you and I that are tangible and are flesh and are blood, and what we 
see is Isaiah 55 was true when the Lord said, "Your ways are not my ways. Your thoughts
are not my thoughts where mine are so much higher than yours." What we discover is 
that when we discuss who God is, he is so different than we are.

Now, I know we were made in his image, I understand that, but when we begin to address
these specific issues we're going to see a very stark difference. In fact, oftentimes we call 
them the three omnis, "omni" meaning "all." That God is omnipresent, that means that 
God is everywhere. Now, we sometimes struggle with this because we forget to realize 
that if God is everywhere, that means he's just as real in our living room, a restaurant or 
at a ball field as he is in this room on a Sunday morning. That means that he is 
everywhere.

Some years ago, there is a story that comes out of deep East Texas that so resonates our 
lack of understanding of this concept. Way back in the day when this town was small and
it was very rural, there was one building that had been built to house the place of worship
for the community. There were two congregations in the community: there was a 
Methodist congregation and there was a Baptist congregation and they decided to work 
together, they decided to be partners. So the Baptists met on the first and third or the odd 
Sundays of the month, and the Methodists met on the even Sundays of the month. 
Everything was going well until Easter Sunday one year and they decided to work 
together. They decided, "What if we had a joint service? What if we all gathered today to 
celebrate what gives us commonality? And then let's do what we do really well is let's eat
together on the grounds. Let's just make it a day." 
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So they worshipped together, they celebrated together, they ate lunch together and it 
didn't take long before the seeds of disagreement began to fester for that Easter Sunday 
had taken place on an even Sunday and the Baptists began to talk about how they were 
preparing for their worship service the next week and the Methodists said, "Oh no, no, 
no, we didn't get our week and so it needs to switch and next week we get our week." 
And soon thereafter, this is an historical fact, a young teenage boy ran into town, got the 
sheriff and said, "Sheriff, you need to come down to the church. They're about to start 
cutting and shooting each other." And to this day there is a little small town in East Texas
named Cut and Shoot, Texas because the Baptists and the Methodists could not decide 
who got the building on the next Sunday which demonstrates a problem that oftentimes 
we have, we think that that place and that building and that geographical location is 
where God is housed. Folks, God is Spirit. He can't be contained within four walls. And 
I've got news for you: God is just as real out in the parking lot today as he is in this 
building.

We also discover God is not just everywhere but God is all-knowing. He's omniscient. 
Now, at best you use a small percentage of your brain and I'm getting to the stage in life 
where I'm beginning, my hard drive is slowing down. I'm beginning to forget things as I 
learn more things and I'm beginning to replace old things with new things and all of a 
sudden I get things jumbled up and we discover that we don't know everything. Yet the 
Bible makes it clear there is nothing the Lord is not aware of. He is completely 
omniscient. He knows everything.

You say, "Well, why is that critical to understanding worship?" Well, if we're going to 
talk about that God is a Spirit, so in other words that we should honor him and worship 
him wherever we find ourselves, not just in this place, then we also need to realize that he
knows everything about our lives. How many of us have been guilty about living a life of 
darkness and rebellion and struggle and addiction and this and that and we come to 
"church facility" and we act like everything's okay? We put on an image, we put up a 
front, "I don't want anybody to know I'm struggling. I don't want anybody to know. I'm 
gonna get my worship on today. It's all good." And deep down inside we know we're 
living a lie, deep down inside we know that we're struggling with something.

Worship isn't the image that you put in front of somebody in a specific location, in fact, it
says here God is a Spirit who is everywhere, who knows everything, and I've got news 
for you, he's omnipotent which means he's all-powerful. At best, humanity can move a 
few stones. At best, humanity can change a few items here and there. But the Lord can 
literally move the mountains of our life. He can forgive where others will not. He will 
heal where others cannot bring healing. He will restore where the world says there can be
no restoration. 

You see, when Jesus says God is a Spirit, this is a revolutionary construct for this 
woman's understanding as it is for ours today, that if we're going to respond to a self-
revealing God, it is not limited to a geographical location, it is not limited to what just we
have shared with the rest of the world, and we understand that we are responding to a 
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God that there is nothing beyond his capacity or power. But Jesus continues, not just with
the who we worship, with the what and the how. 

He says God is a Spirit and those that worship him. Interesting as we begin to study this 
concept of how creation has responded to God, I think there are two things we need to do:
we need to look at what I call the first worshipers, and then we need to look at what I call 
future worship. Think back with me to the past, if you will, before sin ever entered 
creation. There was an entity, there was a creation by the name of Lucifer, the lighted 
one, that according to Ezekiel 28, the beauty that came from his tabrets, the beauty that 
came from his voice, he was designed – listen – for the purpose of responding to God 
with beautiful words and sound and, yes, even what we might call music this day. 

You go to the book of Job 38:7 and it says that when God spoke creation, when he said, 
"Let there be light," the sons of God, the angels of God rejoiced and they sang in 
celebration. You know, it's interesting that Christianity as a whole is really the only 
singing faith in the world. We're the only faith that has something worth singing about. 
We're the only faith that produces hope. We're the only faith that produces a future and a 
hope and yet we see that in those first acts of worship, they raised their voice, they 
declared the greatness of God.

That was before what we know as the garden of Eden. After the garden of Eden we find 
ourselves in Genesis 4, the story of Cain and Abel. You probably know it best because 
Cain kills his brother, Abel, out of jealousy and covetousness, but before that event takes 
place, both brothers come and they worship the Lord; they provide an offering to God. 
And it says that Abel brought the firstfruits, the most important, the most sacrificial, the 
thing that cost him the most he brought it and said, "God, I offer you my best." 
Remember what Cain brought? He brought his sloppy seconds. That's what he brought. 
He grabbed something on the way in and said, "Okay, God, this will do." Remember 
what the Lord said? He came to Cain and he said, "Cain, if you do not change your ways,
sin lies at the door." You go to the book of Hebrews 11 and it says that Abel offered a 
better offering.

Now, I want you to think about that as we discuss the first people in Scripture, the first 
entities in Scripture that demonstrate how do we respond to a self-revealing God. There 
are two main avenues we see: they voice their affection toward God and they gave of 
their resources. Those are the first acts of worship. 

Now I want you to turn to the book of Revelation 5 and I want us to take a journey to a 
place in Scripture in the heavenlies, a place surrounded by the throne of God, a place 
surrounded by the elders and the creation of God who never ceased to say, "Holy, holy, 
holy is the Lord God Almighty who was, who is, and who is to come." I want you to 
notice in chapter 5 of the book of Revelation a passage that describes as a believer in 
Jesus Christ, your future, my future, the church's future. Look in verse 8, it says,

8 And when he had taken the book, the four beasts and four and twenty 
elders fell down before the Lamb, having every one of them harps, and 
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golden vials full of odours, which are the prayers of saints. 9 And they 
sung a new song, saying, You are worthy to take the book, and to open the
seals thereof: for you were slain, and have redeemed us to God by your 
blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; 10 And 
have made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the 
earth. 11 And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels round about 
the throne and the beasts and the elders: and the number of them was ten 
thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands; 12 Saying with 
a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and 
riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing. 

Do you find that intriguing that the picture that we have of worship in the future is eerily 
similar to the picture that we have of worship at the first? They are declaring openly with 
their voices, they are proclaiming the greatness and the goodness of God. In fact, it even 
says they were giving him of the riches. They gave him honor. They gave him authority 
and power and strength.

When we talk about the what of worship, I want to make something very clear, in fact, 
you may think this is somewhat strange but I'm just being honest with you: if you read 
the book of Revelation 5, you'll discover that when we get there one day, I'm out of a job.
There is no preaching. There is no teaching. If anybody is going to do Bible study, it's not
going to be Jeff, it's going to be the Lord himself that's going to open it up. In other 
words, our worship for all of eternity, the worship that was demonstrated at the first, is 
you and I raising our voices and giving our best to the Lord.

Now, I want to go ahead today and just kind of deal with what I call the elephant in the 
room. Just work with me a moment because in this passage of Scripture it says, "and they
sang a new song." You and I today live in a world where when it comes to the music, 
when it comes to the songs, when it comes to the "worship," there is much disagreement 
and hotly debated constructs, ideas and philosophies. So let's just talk about it for a 
moment. I want you to know that I stand before you with absolute zero musical ability 
and skills. I've got none. I can't sing. I can't play. In fact, I will say this, that I do hold a 
very important position in the worship ministry here at First Baptist. I have threatened 
anybody who challenges my position. This is mine and mine alone and I will stand my 
ground. I am first chair kazoo. Nobody can fight me on that one. And any time the kazoo 
is needed, brother, I'm here for you. I've got it and I can play loud and proud, brother, I'm 
telling you. I think a solo is in my future. Yeah, it's not happening. So I don't have, as we 
say, a dog in the hunt, okay?

Some years ago when I was working on my doctorate, I was taking a course in the history
of spiritual awakenings where we studied the last 500 years and how the Spirit of God 
moved not only here in North America but in Europe and in Asia and all over the world. 
It was a fabulous study where we studied individuals, we studied movements and such, 
and the way that our course load would work is in the month of May we would get our 
assignments for the next 12 months and that we would divvy them up and we would pick,
"This is who I want to write a paper on or this is the movement I want to write a paper 
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on," and such. So we all made our selections, we turned it in and our professor sent back 
to us the papers that we would be writing over the course of the next 12 months. We 
received our assignments and then I received a phone call from a dear professor, mentor 
of mine, a man by the name of Dr. Roy Fish. He has since passed on. Roy called me up 
and he said, "Jeff, I'm going to ask a favor of you." You know that's professor talk of 
you're going to do something and you don't have a choice about it. He said, "But I'm 
going to ask a favor of you." He said, "I want you to write a different paper than you 
selected." I said, "That's great. What do you want me to do?" Here's what he says, "I want
you to write a paper on the history of evangelistic music." I said, "Doc, we've got a 
problem here. You do understand I don't sing, I don't play, I've got no musical skill at 
all," and he said, "And that's why I want you to write it." He said, "You don't have an 
agenda. You don't have a preference. You don't have a specific slant." He said, "I just 
want you to find the facts and bring them back."

I did something I had never done in my life, I actually walked into a music building 
because they had a music library in there, and I began to pore over the history of our 
music. I began to pore over the songs that were written and the way in which they were 
written and the reason that they were written. And I could keep you here all day long past
lunch and I could bore you with all the facts but give me just a few moments. Here's what
I discovered. It's revolutionary. That every time – listen – every time for the last 400-500 
years, it doesn't matter if it was the pietistic movement, the Protestant Reformation, the 
first and second Great Awakening, the global revival, pick any of them, any time the 
Spirit of God moved through the people of God, something happened, they began to write
new songs. So every time we had a movement of God – listen to me, church – we had a 
change in the way in which we responded to him. We never changed our "style" just 
because it's what we wanted to hear. We never changed it because, "Oh, that's pleasing to
me or that's my preference." We only did so because God had moved in a mighty way.

So let me address the proverbial elephant in the room. If that's our history, why do we 
have so much disagreement? Because in the last 50 or so years in the Christian 
community, this is the only recorded time in the last 500 years that we have had a 
"change in style" without a major awakening or revival movement that preceded it. You 
say, "Then why did we have this change in style? Why did we begin to write new songs?"
Let me tell you why: because about 50 years ago we had a movement of God, we called it
the Jesus movement. Some of you may be willing to raise your hand and say, "I actually 
remember the Jesus movement." Some of you who weren't around then, trust me, it 
happened. It was in the 60s and in the 70s in coffee shops in California and – listen – in 
hippie communes and in places on collegiate campuses. Young person after young person
after young person began to surrender and submit their life to Jesus, get saved and began 
to worship him and do you know what they started doing? They started doing the same 
thing we've been doing for hundreds of years, they started writing new songs.

Herein lies the problem: that revival movement did not spread from coast-to-coast. It did 
not cross generational lines. And so today there is disagreement and today there is a 
struggle about, "Well, what music should we use? And what songs should we actually 
sing?" because we've got individuals who have at different times and places in their lives 
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and in their generations where they've had the Spirit of God move in a mighty way. I'm 
going to tell you something: there is only one solution to this issue, we've got to have a 
movement of God across all the people of God in order for the worship of God to have 
unity to God. It will not ever occur any other way.

So it's not about pushing an agenda, it's not about saying this is a preference or this is my 
generation versus your generation, you see, it is the Spirit of God that comes into the 
lives of his people that causes them to do what Revelation 5 says, they sing a new song. 
I've got news for you: one day as a believer in Jesus Christ you're going to get to heaven 
and sing a new song. And for those of you who, I mean I'll be honest with you, I like all 
styles, but do you realize that the songs that are written today, the brand new ones, if the 
Lord tarries long enough, they're going to become old one day and they'll be the old 
music one day. So we have to understand that at the first and in the future there was a 
new song because the Spirit of God was moving in their lives.

Then it says that they gave of their riches. I'm going to be honest with you, I don't get 
that. I don't understand what is God's economy that one day in heaven I actually have 
something of substance to give to him? It says there in Revelation 5, I will give to him. I 
will give him honor. I will give him strength. It says I will give him riches.

 You know, throughout my upbringing, I played a lot of sports. I didn't say I played them 
well, I just said I played them. I played a lot of sports and one of the things that I learned 
from coach after coach after coach is how you practice eventually will dictate how you 
play a game. Can you imagine walking to a state championship, a national championship,
whatever platform it may be and having skipped a couple of practices the week before? 
Can you imagine just walking through practice not giving it much effort or energy and 
then expecting as soon as the game began for everything to work out? What I mean by 
that is right now you and I as believers in Jesus Christ, this is practice. We're in the two-
a-days of life because one day when we're there where Jesus said we'll be for all of 
eternity, we're going to sing a new song and I've got news for you, I bet you're going to 
sing it loud and proud. I bet you're going to raise the proverbial roof off of heaven which 
means if we're going to sing like that then, we ought to sing like that now. If we're going 
to give like that then, we ought to give like that now. You and I should have a reckless 
abandonment with how we express our feelings toward God and how we give toward 
him. That's your future and so when we talk about, "Well, what should worship look 
like?" we should practice now like we're going to play in the future. 

So the last question is how? How do we do this? Notice what Jesus says. God is a Spirit 
and those that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth. Jesus did not give an 
option. He did not say, "Well, if it's convenient, if it's your preference, if it's what you 
like the best." He said, "You must worship in spirit and in truth." And I think the first 
thing Jesus is addressing is what I want to call an action. When it says that we worship in 
spirit, how is that an action? It's because Jesus Christ, because of his birth, because of his 
sinless life, because of his death on a cross and his eventual resurrection three days later, 
he gives you and I the opportunity to confess that we have sinned, to confess that we are 
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the problem and that he is the answer and that when we call out to him, according to 1 
Corinthians 6, our bodies become the temple of the Spirit of God.

When Jesus says the day is coming, the hour is coming, because God is a Spirit and those
that worship him must do so in spirit and in truth, he is saying that unless you have been 
born again, unless you have been regenerated, unless you have been reconciled, unless 
you have been forgiven of your sin, your words, your actions, your location, your best 
efforts are in vain at best. You see, we cannot respond to a self-revealing God 
appropriately until we have a relationship with him through Jesus Christ. He said it must 
happen in spirit and in truth. That action, that belief, that event where we went from a 
child of darkness to a child of light has to have taken place.

Then there is an attitude. It says in spirit and in truth. Interesting, the night before Jesus' 
crucifixion in the garden of Gethsemane as he's praying, Matthew 26 records all the 
conversations between Jesus and the disciples but in John 17, we have the dialog of this 
intense prayer meeting that Jesus is having with the Father and he makes this statement in
verse 17. He says, "Father, thy word is truth." Earlier in his ministry, Jesus said, "I am the
way, the truth and the life. Nobody comes to the Father but by me." So when Jesus says 
God is a Spirit and those that worship him must do so in spirit and in truth, he's saying in 
order for worship to properly occur you have to have a relationship with God through 
Jesus Christ and – listen – you have to do it according to his word.

Now, I've got news for a very subjective politically correct culture that we live in. The 
media, social media, your friends, your family, your professors, your neighbors, they may
care about your feelings but God doesn't. Let me unpack that. God cares how you feel but
he doesn't care that you say, "Well, God, I don't like doing it that way because I feel it 
should be done this way." God says, "My word is truth." You say, "Well, I don't care. I 
think that this is a neat spin and I think that's a creative alternative and I think if we 
would do it this way..." And God is saying, "You don't understand. You can't be saved 
any other way than I've told you so why would you respond to me any other way than I 
have told you?"

You know, there is great freedom in that. I have dear friends of mine who advocate that it
does not honor the Lord to "worship" with musical instruments. They believe that there 
are no instruments that should be done at all. What do you do with King David? I mean, 
what do you do with this guy who the Lord honored him for his worship and they brought
the timbrels and the drums, in fact, in Psalm 50, he actually said, "and play them louder." 
What do you do? In other words, it's our preferences and it's our opinions and our styles 
and God says, "No, no, no, no. According to truth." 

Jesus said God is a Spirit and those that worship him must do so in spirit and in truth. 
You see, no matter what the world sells you, no matter what your friends or neighbors, 
your family try to encourage you, Jesus Christ alone is the way, the truth and the life and 
no one comes to the Father but by him. It's not negotiable. It's not debatable. It must 
either be received or rejected. No matter our feelings, our perspective, or our personas, 
we must worship him in truth.
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Let's pray with our heads bowed, our eyes closed. Maybe you're that individual today, 
maybe you're here for the very first time, maybe you've lost count how many times 
you've been in a church service like this, or maybe you're joining us by way of our media 
ministry and today you realized that you've gravitated more toward the philosophies and 
the opinions of the world than you have the truth of Jesus Christ for your life. I've got 
some incredible news for you today. If that's who you are and you recognize where you 
are, you don't have to go through a series of religious courses, you don't have to jump 
through a bunch of hoops, you just need to have a real serious conversation with God. 
You don't have to have this conversation out loud, you don't even have to say the same 
words that I would say but maybe that conversation would go a little something like this. 
"God, today I recognize that you know me better than I know myself. I've tried to justify 
my actions, I've tried to justify my thinking, I've tried to justify my behavior and I realize 
today that with all that language and verbiage and constructs, I realize today actually I'm 
the problem and that Jesus is the answer. So today, I believe, I believe that Jesus loved 
me so much that he was born on my behalf. I believe that Jesus loved me so much that he
lived a sinless life on my behalf. I believe that Jesus loved me so much that he allowed 
himself to be placed and hung on a cross to die and three days later to raise again because
he loved me so much. God, today I want to recognize that I'm the problem and that Jesus 
is the answer. I want to ask you to forgive me of my sins, save my soul, not based on 
what I've done, what I haven't done, what I hope to do or what I hope to stop doing, but 
based on what Jesus Christ alone has done on my behalf. God, today I don't know all the 
answers to all the world's problems but I do know that Jesus is the answer to my sin 
problem. So God, I'm asking you to forgive me. I'm asking you to save me. In the best 
way I know how, I just want to turn my life over to you."

In just a few moments after I pray, if that's the conversation you had with the Lord this 
morning, we'd love the opportunity to hear about it. We'd love to have the opportunity to 
hear what the Lord is doing in your life, decisions that need to be made, differences that 
need to occur. So we would love to engage in that dialog.

Lord, as we come to this time, how grateful we are that more than anything in all of the 
universe, you just want a relationship with us. You've made a way. You've cleared the 
path through the blood of Jesus Christ. All we have to do is to respond how you've told us
to. So God, I pray today that we would allow all the other voices to be silenced, all the 
other opinions to be quiet, and the only opinion we would hear would be yours. It is in 
the name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

I'm going to ask you to stand with me as our team leads us. Whatever decision, I'll be 
here at the front.
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