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Message #28                                                                                                            Ezekiel 25:1-17 
 
I love something Dr. J. Vernon McGee said about God many years ago–most people have a 
warped view of God.  He said the reason why people have a warped view of God is because that 
is what most people get when they go to church.  They hear “God is love, God is love.”  That of 
course is true, God is love.  But what most people don’t hear is that God is holy and righteous 
and He will judge (Ezekiel, p. 484). 
 
Now one area in which most have a warped view is when it comes to Israel.  Most people 
think it really doesn’t matter what you do, say or think about Israel.  God says just the opposite.  
God watches nations and He particularly monitors their attitudes toward Israel.  One of the 
critical things God monitors is our attitude and treatment of Israel. 
 
As we come to this part of Ezekiel, we come to a series of chapters that all have to do with 
the Judgments God will pour out on seven Gentile nations.  To this point in the book, God 
has been primarily aiming judgments at Israel and the Gentile nations seem to be succeeding and 
just coasting along in existence.  But the reason for their survival had nothing to do with the fact 
that they were right with God.  Truth is if God would judge Israel for her rebellion, we may be 
certain he will judge Gentile nations for their rebellion. 
 
Ezekiel 25-32 has to do with prophecies concerning seven nations that surround Israel and have 
done bad things against Israel.  There is much to glean from these next chapters about what is 
going to happen to nations in the Middle East. 
 
Nations of the world would be very wise to think very seriously and soberly about these chap-
ters.  These are specific judgments God will send against them and as we will see, much of this 
has not yet occurred. 
 
Now many of these nations mentioned have seemingly disappeared from the face of the earth as 
a literal fulfillment of a portion of these prophecies.   
 
GOD WILL EVENTUALLY POUR OUT HIS WRATH ON GENTILE NATIONS FOR 
THEIR ARROGANT AND DEMEANING ATTITUDES AGAINST ISRAEL AND MIS-
TREATMENT OF ISRAEL. 
 
Now what these judgments will ultimately do in the big scheme of the prophetic program of God 
will remove all foreign nations from the land of Israel, thus allowing Israel to live securely in her 
own land. When you look at the Promised Land today, you would say this is some pipe dream.  
How would it be possible to rid the Promised Land of those powers that are presently in it so that 
Israel could enjoy her land and the blessings of God?  The answer is God Himself will send 
ferocious judgments against those nations and ultimately give Israel her land. 
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Now in chapter 25, there are for prophecies that God gives against four Gentile powers: 
Gentile Power #1 - The prophecy against Ammon, which is present day north Jordan.  25:1-7 
Gentile Power #2 - The prophecy against Moab, which is present day middle Jordan.  25:8-11 
Gentile Power #3 - The prophecy against Edom, which is present day southern Jordan.   
                                   25:12-14 
Gentile Power #4 - The prophecy against Philistia, which is present day Gaza Strip.  25:15-17 
 
Now Jordan is an Arab territory that is located on the east bank of the Jordan River.  The 
predominant religion of these areas today is Muslim.  Ever since 1994, when a peace agree-
ment was signed between Israel and Jordan, Israel has had the closest relationship it has had with 
any Arab nation.  But one historian said deep down inside, the Jordanians loathe Israel. 
 
GENTILE JUDGMENT #1 – The judgment against Ammon.  25:1-7 
 
The first mention of the Ammonites in the Bible occurs in Genesis 19:35-38.  They had a bad 
beginning.  This group descended from a son of Lot through incest with his younger daughter 
when he was drunk.   
 
We may recall that after the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, the daughters of Lot got their 
father drunk and ultimately both girls got pregnant.  The Ammonites settled in land east of the 
Jordan River, which is in modern day Jordan.  However, don’t miss this point; the Ammonites 
are related to Abraham, via Lot (Gen. 12:5).  Lot was Abraham’s brother’s son (Gen. 12:5). 
 
When you track the Ammonites through the Bible, there has always been bad blood between the 
Israelites and the Ammonites.  We may remember that during the Exodus the Ammonites would 
not let the Israelites pass through their lands and ultimately the Ammonites united with the 
Moabites and attacked Israel. 
 
During the days of King David, the Ammonites totally humiliated David’s messengers and 
David went to war against them and destroyed many of them and conquered their cities. 
 
Things have never been good between Israel and the Ammonites.  They have demeaned Israel 
time and time again.  So God came to Ezekiel and said I want you to set your face against 
Ammon and prophesy against them (25:1-2). 
 
Now the reason for the prophesy against Ammon is seen in verse 3.  When God’s sanctuary was 
being profaned and when Israel’s land was under attack and when Israel was going into exile, the 
Ammonites laughed about it and just said, “Aha.” 
 
So it isn’t that the Ammonites were doing the evil against Israel; it is they thought the evil 
against Israel was funny.  They thought it was a good thing that God’s place of worship and 
God’s land and God’s people were under attack. 
 
So God says to Ezekiel you tell them this and give them five warnings: 
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Warning #1 - God is going to allow the Ammonites to be dominated by people from the east.  
                           25:4a 
 
Now who exactly are these people from the east?  Well, in the immediate historical context we 
could say it was Nebuchadnezzar and his Babylonian power.  It also could refer to the Bedouins 
located east of Ammon.   
 
But if you look to the east of Jordan, there is Iraq, Iran, Afghanistan and then China.   
 
We know in Revelation 9:13-21 that ultimately a massive army from the east will sweep into this 
part of the world and literally kill one third of mankind.  We believe this will be the ultimate 
fulfillment of these very prophecies.  
 
Warning #2 - God is going to direct people from the east to set their camps in their land.  25:4b 
 
Warning #3 - God is going to let people from the east take their food and milk supplies.  25:4c 
 
Warning #4 - God is going to let people from the east to totally destroy them and their land.  
                           25:5 
 
Rabbah was the chief city of Ammon and God says that city will be totally destroyed and 
reduced to nothing but a pasture. 
 
Again in verse 6 God says because they rejoiced at the negative things happening to Israel. 
 
Warning #5 - God will cause the Ammonites to be totally and completely destroyed.  25:7 
 
What the Ammonites did to push God over the edge was to applaud and support those who did 
horrible things to Israel.  They didn’t even do it themselves but it was their attitude that brought 
them to judgment. 
 
Now in Jeremiah 49:1-6, God promises He will bring a terrifying judgment against these 
Ammonites from all directions (v. 5).  But then remarkably we read in verse 6 that a remnant  
of these people will be restored. 
 
GENTILE JUDGMENT #2 – The judgment against Moab.  25:8-11 
 
The Moabites are those who lived in the mid part of Jordan, east of the Dead Sea.  In verse 9 the 
boundaries are given as being Beth-jeshimoth in the north, Baal-meon in the east and Kiriathaim 
in the south. 
 
The Moabites came also from Lot from that scene in Genesis when the daughters got him drunk 
(Gen. 19:35-38).   
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For many years, including to this very day, Moab has been an enemy of Israel and an idolatrous, 
God-mocking nation (Numbers 25:1-3).  She has never been Israel’s trusted friend.  In fact, 
during the days when Israel was in the wilderness, it was Moabite women who seduced Israel’s 
men (Num. 31:15-17).  During the day of the Judges, the Moabites oppressed Israel for 18 years 
(Judges 3:12-14).   
 
During the days of Israel’s kings, King Saul fought against the Moabites (I Sam. 14:47) and King 
David defeated the Moabites (II Sam. 8:2, 12).  But Solomon built an altar to Moab’s god 
“Chemosh” because he was influenced by Moabite wives (I Kings 11:7-8). 
 
God has put up with these Moabites for a long time and he told Ezekiel to go tell them that God 
will send men from the east to totally destroy Moab and take their land and their cities.  In fact, 
God says when I do this no one will even remember these Jordanians (25:10).  God says when I 
do this they will know this is all coming as a judgment of the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 
 
So the basic warning God gives is I am going to totally eliminate Moab from existence.  You 
have been against Israel for a long time and so I will destroy you.  It is again worth repeating 
that the Moabites were simply known has having a disrespectful attitude toward Israel and 
God is going to wipe them out because of that.  According to Zephaniah, these Moabites 
have arrogantly defied and taunted Israel.   
 
It is interesting that Ruth was a Moabitess and actually ends up in the lineage line of Jesus Christ 
(Matt. 1:5).  What this shows is that just because one comes from some heathen background, one 
can still be greatly used by God.  What is also interesting is that in Jeremiah 48:46 God promises 
that some of the descendants will exist when Jesus Christ reigns in “latter days.” 
 
GENTILE JUDGMENT #3 – The judgment against Edom.  25:12-14 
 
Edom was the name given to Esau after he sold his birthright to Jacob for some red stew (Gen. 
25:30).  The specific spot where the Edomites settled is land to the south and east of the Dead 
Sea, in modern day Jordan.   
 
In verse 12, God says these people had done horrible things to Israel and God has kept the 
record.  In the mind of God, Edom had incurred “grievous guilt.”  Any who mistreat Israel will 
pay.  They will not get away with it. 
 
So what God says He will do in verses 13-14 is stretch out His hand against Edom and make it a 
total wasteland and pour out His vengeance and wrath on this place.  He would not only destroy 
the people but also the animals, making it a total wasteland. 
 
Now we know this has not happened yet.  There are over 2.7 million people who live in North 
Jordan.  There are over 6 million who live in central Jordan.  There are over 745,000 who live in 
south Jordan.  So we know this prophecy has not yet been fulfilled.  But it will be. 
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GENTILE JUDGMENT #4 – The judgment against Philistia.  25:15-17 
 
The actual geographical location of Philistia is very close to the present day Gaza Strip.  In 
fact, King Hezekiah actually took this land from the Philistines (II Kings 18:8).  But it is quite 
obvious today that Israel is not enjoying life in the Gaza strip.  The Philistines were descendants 
of Mizraim, the son of Ham (Gen. 10:14; I Chron. 1:12).  As Ryrie said, they have been a 
“constant thorn in the side of Israel.” 
 
This area has been a hotbed of political turmoil.  In 2005, Ariel Sharon pulled Israeli troupes and 
settlers out of Gaza which ended up allowing Al-Qaeda cells to form there for the first time.  
Gaza has become a present day sanctuary for militant Islam. 
 
Notice the wording of verse 15, the Philistines “have acted in revenge and have taken vengeance 
with scorn of soul to destroy” Israel.  The people of the Gaza strip have an everlasting hatred and 
enmity for Israel.  Their goal is to destroy Israel.   
 
So God says in verse 16, I will destroy them completely.  In verse 17, God says I will execute 
My great wrath on them and pour out my vengeance and those militant Islamic hateful Arabs 
will know My vengeance is on them. 
 
Now some of these things have somewhat happened, but not completely.  We believe during the 
Tribulation God is going to fulfill every one of these prophetic predictions. 
 
The way a nation treats Israel is critical to what God will do to that nation.  He will bless those 
who bless her and curse those who curse her.   


