
EASTER 2017 
“TWELVE SPECIAL MEANINGS OF THE RESURRECTION TO THOSE WHO 

BELIEVE” 
 

Today is Easter Sunday which of course is a day set aside to remember the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ.  Now back in the days of the early church they did not celebrate Easter Sunday, but they 
did meet on the first day of the week because that was the day Christ arose.  Actually, Easter was 
not celebrated as some special day until about 300 years after Jesus Christ had risen from the 
dead. 
 
But the truth is, the resurrection of Jesus Christ is very peculiar to Biblical Christianity.  All 
religions have a leader who lived.  All religions have a leader who taught.  All religions have a 
leader who died.  However, no other religion in the world claims their leader was raised 
from the dead.   
 
For example, Judaism does not claim that Abraham was raised from the dead.  Islam does not 
claim that Muhammed was raised from the dead.  Buddhism does not claim that Buddha was 
raised from the dead.  Mormonism does not claim that Joseph Smith or Brigham Young were 
raised from the dead.  Christian Science does not claim that Mary Baker Eddy was raised from 
the dead.  Jehovah’s Witness’ does not claim that Charles Taze Russell was raised from the dead. 
But Biblical Christianity celebrates the fact that Jesus Christ was raised from the dead, 
which means Biblical Christianity is the only system that promotes a living Savior as 
opposed to a dead religious leader. 
 
When we speak about the resurrection, we are actually speaking about the fact that Jesus 
Christ was actually physically dead and came back to life in the same body that was dead.  
Actually, the resurrection specifically has to do with the body of Jesus Christ.   
 
The resurrection of Jesus Christ is one of the most well-established and provable events in 
the history of the world.  1) Tomb was Empty; 2) Women eyewitnesses saw empty tomb and 
Jesus alive; 3) Apostles who did not believe saw Christ alive and did believe; 4) Multiple 
eyewitnesses saw Jesus Christ alive–Paul lists over 500; 5) Paul’s conversion proves Jesus Christ 
was alive–he hated Christ and Christianity; 6) Many first century Christians died as martyrs 
testifying that Jesus was alive; 7) Written testimony in first century books such as the Bible and 
Josephus say He came back from the dead; 8) Worship day was changed from Sabbath to 
Sunday, first day of the week because of His resurrection; 9) Easter is celebrated all over the 
world as the historical day Christ arose.  The resurrection of Jesus Christ is a fact of history. 
 
Now what I want to address today and answer today is this: “What does the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ mean to those of us who believe in Jesus Christ?”  What difference does it make to us that 
Jesus Christ was raised from the dead?  Why should it matter to us that Jesus Christ was physi-
cally raised from the dead?  Why should we get up on Easter Sunday and drive to church to hear 
something about the resurrection of Jesus Christ?   
 
For believers, there are at least twelve special meanings of the resurrection of Jesus Christ: 
 



MEANING #1 – The resurrection of Jesus Christ means prophecy in the Bible is fulfilled  
                                literally. 
 
In Psalm 16:10 David made a prediction nearly 1000 years before Jesus Christ was born.  His 
prediction was God would not “abandon my soul to Sheol nor will you allow your Holy One to 
undergo decay.”  In other words, his prediction is that God would raise up the Holy One before 
His body could decay in a grave.  In Acts 2:24-28, Luke says David clearly understood that this 
was referring to the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  So 1000 years before Christ comes on the 
scene, David predicts He will be raised from the dead so when Jesus came on the scene and was 
raised from the dead, it was a literal fulfillment of that very prophecy. 
 
Now that is important for us to know.  This shows us that God fulfills prophecy literally.  There 
are things going on right now in our world that do have major prophetic implications.  For 
example, last week in Israel there was a request to begin building the Temple, something clearly 
predicted in Revelation.  This week there was major movement in the military between China 
and North Korea, something clearly predicted in Revelation.  There is a unity being formed 
between Iran and Russia, something predicted in Ezekiel.  There are major problems in Syria, 
something clearly predicted by Isaiah.  
 
What I know because of the resurrection of Jesus Christ is that God literally fulfills His 
prophecies and one thing He has said is I’ll come back and get you.  It will happen, the 
resurrection proves that.  Prophecy is always fulfilled literally. 
 
MEANING #2 – The resurrection of Jesus Christ means that we have concrete proof that when  
                                we believe on Jesus Christ, we are justified and will never be condemned 
                                by God.  
 
Now in Romans 5:9, we read that we are justified by the blood of Jesus Christ.  In Romans 5:1 
we read we are justified the moment we believe on Jesus Christ.  Yet in Romans 4:25 Paul 
writes that Jesus “was delivered over because of our transgressions (passive verb) and he was 
raised because of our justification” (passive verb).  Now who delivered Christ for our 
transgressions and who raised Christ?  The answer is God.  Now the question comes why did 
God raise Christ?  The answer is “For our justification,” as proof that we are justified by 
His blood the moment we believe.  Paul writes in Romans 8:34 that we will not ever be 
condemned because Jesus died for us and was raised and is now seated at the right hand of God 
interceding for us. 
 
I agree with Dr. S. Lewis Johnson on this point, the single most important Greek verb found in 
the entire N.T. is the Greek verb tetelestai (τετελεσται) which is found in John 19:30.  Jesus is 
hanging on the cross and He said tetelestai which translated into English says, “It  
is finished.”   
 
The word actually means to completely fulfill and perfectly complete and finish something to 
absolute perfection (G. Abbott-Smith, Greek Lexicon, pp. 442-443).  Never has there been one 
verb uttered through the lips of any individual that contains as much meaning as this word that 
was uttered by Jesus Christ. 



What He actually meant by that word is everything that I need to judicially do so that a 
sinner may be saved and justified by God, has been perfectly finished right here, right now 
on this cross. 
 
Now the big question is this–what proof do we have that He really did finish everything 
demanded by God so that we could be saved?  The answer is the resurrection.   
 
The resurrection is our personal guarantee and evidence that when we believe on Jesus Christ, 
we have everlasting life.  We are justified.  We cannot ever be condemned.  The resurrection of 
Jesus Christ proves that “Jesus paid it all.  All to Him I owe, sin had left a crimson stain, He 
washed it white as snow. 
 
MEANING #3 – The resurrection of Jesus Christ means in this life we are never alone.  
                                Matthew 28:20 
 
Jesus appeared to His disciples after His resurrection and told them to go proclaim the truth 
about Him to the nations and then He said these words: “I am with you always, even to the end 
of the age.”   
 
Do you realize the ramifications of that?  Jesus says I will be with you always, all the way 
through your life.  Every day, every hour, every minute and every second, I will be with you. 
 
He did not say, “I might be with you” or “I could be with you”; “He says I am with you.”  Jesus 
Christ is our companion, our friend, our ally walking with us through all of life.  He says, “I am 
with you” and He adds the adverb “always.”   
 
He is not just with me on good days, but also on bad days.  He is not just with me when I am 
happy, but when I am sad.  He is not just with me when I am courageous, but when I am scared.  
He is not only with me when I am healthy, but when I am sick.  He is not only with me when I 
am feeling good, but when I am hurting.  He is not only with me when I am successful, but when 
I fail.  His resurrection means He is with me all the way every day. 
 
The greatest missionary to Africa was David Livingstone.  One time he was addressing a crowd 
in Glasgow University in 1896 and he said this: “Would you like for me to tell you the thing that 
has supported me through all the years of exile among a people whose language I do not fully 
understand and whose attitude toward me was always uncertain and often hostile?  It was this, 
‘Lo I am with you always, even to the end of the age.’  On these words I staked everything and 
they never failed.  And no believer who has ever staked his life upon those words, ‘Lo I am with 
you always to the end of the age’ has ever been disappointed, for those words are true and 
express the companionship of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ by virtue of the fact that he is a 
living Savior.” 
 
The resurrection of Jesus Christ proves that the believer will never be alone in this world.  The 
writer of Hebrews wrote: “I will never desert you, nor will I ever forsake you so that we may 
confidently say ‘The LORD is my helper, I will not be afraid.  What will man do to Me?”  
(Heb. 13:5-6). 



That resurrection is precious to us who believe in Him because it guarantees us that Jesus Christ 
is with us every step of the way through life. 
 
MEANING #4 – The resurrection of Jesus Christ means preaching God’s Word is 
                                important.  Luke 24:46-47; I Cor. 15:14a 
 
In Luke 24:46-47, Jesus said that we have the responsibility to proclaim to all people in all 
nations that by believing in Him and His death and resurrection one could have the forgiveness 
of sins. 
 
In I Corinthians 15:14, Paul said without a resurrection, preaching is vain.  The word used in 
this verse is “vain” (kenos).  The word “vain” means it is empty in the sense of having no 
substance or quality to it (Ibid., p. 244).  It is void of any content.  So the resurrection is what 
adds value and substance to preaching.   
 
All the people who go to religious places that do not believe in the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
are wasting their time.  There is no substance or content to what they are doing.  The irony is, 
they think they are earning the favor of God and God says your religious stuff is empty and 
useless. 
 
The fact of the resurrection means there is tremendous personal value for us to go to Church to 
hear the preaching of the Word of God.  Without a resurrection, there is no point to it.  It is 
useless.  There is no content to religious services that do not proclaim the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. 
 
MEANING #5 – The resurrection of Jesus Christ means our faith is valuable. 
                               Job 19:25; I Cor. 15:14, 17 
 
When Job was going through serious problems in life, he said, “I know that my Redeemer 
lives.”  He had faith in a living redeemer, not a dead one. 
 
In I Corinthians 15 Paul says without the resurrection of Jesus Christ, your faith is vain.  
The word “vain” is the Greek word mataios.  This word means without a resurrection faith is 
useless and nothing but folly (Ibid., p. 280).  Without a resurrection it is foolish to believe in that 
person because the person is dead.  In fact, in I Corinthians 15:17, Paul says if Christ is not 
raised our faith is worthless.   
 
I am not about to place my faith in a religious system whose leader is dead.  Why would I do 
that?  A dead religious leader cannot save me and give me life.  A dead religious leader does not 
give me hope.  Over the past 40 years, I have stood at the graveside of hundreds of people and 
not one has ever come back out of the grave alive.  Who can give hope at a grave?  One alive. 
 
The resurrection of Jesus Christ means our faith has value and sensibility to it.  There is logic  
to my faith and there is value to believe in Jesus Christ who was raised from the dead.  Our 
religious faith is not like all other religious faiths.  All other faiths are foolish faiths.  All other 
faiths are useless faith systems because the leader is dead. 



Not ours.  Our faith means something; it has value to it. 
 
MEANING #6 – The resurrection of Jesus Christ means I am no longer in my sins. 
                               I Corinthians 15:17b 
 
As we mentioned, Jesus Himself said that the message to be proclaimed is that there is forgive-
ness of sins found in Jesus Christ by believing in His death and resurrection (Luke 24:46-47).   
 
Now Paul says in I Corinthians 15:17 that if Jesus Christ had not risen from the dead, then there 
is no forgiveness of sins and we have no hope or security that our sins will ever be forgiven.  In 
fact, Paul says we are still in our sins. 
 
We do not want to face God still in our sins because the wages of sin is death and eternal 
condemnation.  But if Jesus Christ is not raised from the dead that is our case. 
 
But because Jesus Christ has been raised from the dead, it proves my sins can be washed away  
in the blood of the lamb.  His shed blood is actually applied to me and the resurrection proves it. 
 
I am no longer in my sins as my sin was judicially placed on Jesus Christ when He died and His 
righteousness was imputed to me.  That resurrection of Christ is critical to me getting out of my 
sin problem. 
 
MEANING #7 - The resurrection of Jesus Christ means that my loved ones who  
                               have died are alive and safe.  I Corinthians 15:18 
 
I don’t know how many loved ones who believed in Christ that you have had die, but I have had 
a bunch.  All of us have had some loved ones who have died.  Frankly, we want to see them 
again.  All of us know of those who believed in Jesus Christ who died.  They were a very 
important part of our lives and family. 
 
Paul said in I Corinthians 15:18 that without a resurrection those who have died believing 
in Jesus Christ have perished.  Without Christ’s resurrection, our loved ones who died are gone 
forever.  That is it.  It’s over.  Without a resurrection there is no chance of us ever seeing them 
again. 
 
But the antithesis of that hypothetical is because of Christ’s resurrection we know that our loved 
ones who died are with Him and they are alive and okay.  Our loved ones who have died are safe 
and secure.  They are with our risen Savior and we will have the opportunity to see them again. 
 
That resurrection of Jesus Christ guarantees us that. 
 
MEANING #8 – The resurrection of Jesus Christ means I have a new life that has been set free  
                               from my old life of sin.  Romans 6:4-10 
 
I could tell you stories from my old life that would make your hair curl.  I have done things and 
said things that deserve God’s wrath.  I am not proud of my old life, but I am honest about it.  



My old life was given to some bad and sinful things.  But on June 10, 1976, I believed on Jesus 
Christ and everything changed. 
 
According to Paul in Romans 6, God judicially united me with Jesus Christ and freed me from 
sin (Rom. 6:7).  What Jesus did on that cross means that I never again have to worry about 
whether or not I will go to hell.  The resurrection of Jesus Christ proves I am free from all 
condemnatory sin. 
 
MEANING #9 – The resurrection of Jesus Christ means I have the potential to live my life  
                              victoriously no longer dominated by sin.  Romans 6:11-14 
 
The Apostle Paul said that he knew that he had a flesh that was sold to sin (Rom. 7:14).  He said 
that he knew that “nothing good dwells in me” (Rom. 7:18).  What that means is we are not 
going to have spiritual victory relying on ourselves, our works or our flesh.  But what Paul says 
in Romans 6 is that victory is found in our relationship with Jesus Christ.  The only chance I 
have for living my life in a way that pleases God is by power that God gives me and the power 
that God gives me comes from Christ’s resurrection power.  I literally have the potential of living 
my life and not be dominated by sin because of the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  In and of 
myself, I am a failure; but because of Christ, I can finish a winner.  
 
MEANING #10 – The resurrection of Jesus Christ means I have a personal relationship with the  
                                 only true God.  Romans 1:4-6 
 
There is only one true God and that true God has One Son and what proves all of this is the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ.  The resurrection of Jesus Christ declares that Jesus Christ is the Son 
of the one and only true God.  God did not raise up another, He raised up Jesus Christ. 
 
Now here is the thing.  When we believe in Jesus Christ, we actually enter into a personal 
relationship with the one and only true God.  Do you fathom this point?  We actually have a 
personal relationship with the God of the Bible; the God who created the heavens and the earth 
and all things in it. 
 
The resurrection of Jesus Christ establishes this point. 
 
MEANING #11 – The resurrection of Jesus Christ means that we believe the truth and every  
                                  other religious system is false.  Gal.1:1, 6-9 
 
Paul says in Galatians 1 that the resurrection of Jesus Christ proves that faith alone in Christ is 
what makes one right with God and it also proves all religions who proclaim otherwise are false 
religions who are to be accursed. 
 
We may dogmatically declare Christianity is the only true religion.  If fact, it is narrower than 
that.  We may dogmatically declare that Jesus Christ is the only true way to having a relationship 
with God.  It is not through some religion.  It is not through some works system.  It is not 
through some law-keeping.  Jesus Christ is not a way to salvation, He is the only way to 
salvation and any religious system that teaches otherwise is to be accursed.   



Now how do we know that?  The resurrection. 
 
MEANING #12 – The resurrection of Jesus Christ means that when I die, I will live.  
 
Jesus said in John 11:25-26, “I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me shall 
live even if he dies and everyone who lives and believes in Me shall never die.” 
 
I don’t know when or where I will die.  I don’t even know if I will die because I think we could 
be raptured.  But here is what I do know: “if I die, I will live.”  Not because I deserve that.  In 
fact, I don’t deserve that.  But because of what Jesus Christ did on that cross.   
 
He went to that cross and took our sin and God’s wrath and He died on a cross.  But He did not 
stay dead.  He was raised from the dead and that proves He is the only Savior who can give us 
life. 
 
But after Jesus said that He asked the key question: “Do you believe this?” 


