
John (97): Increased Guilt and Uncaused Hate                            Hymns 681, 70/The Risen Christ, 179 
 

When my girls were younger, I forbid them to flippantly use the words hate and love—they were not allowed 

to hate or love pizza, unions, or omelettes—and the reason being, I wanted to teach them that these are very 

powerful words—strictly speaking, we should only hate evil and love good—it's possible to dislike pizza, 

unions, or omelettes, or else like pizza, unions, or omelettes—but we should only hate evil and love good. 
 

We live in a day when these words have all but lost their meaning—we love and hate everything—but when 

you love and hate everything, there is a sense in which you don't love or hate anything—but the problem with 

native man is—he loves and hates the wrong things—he loves what is evil, and hates what is good—his 

affections are turned upside-down... 
 

This was the fundamental problem of the Jews, and dear friends, it's the fundamental problem of mankind as a 

whole—and thus, I want to look at this passage (vv22-25), not so much chronologically, but thematically—

that is, I suggest it contains two related and important themes—Increased Guilt, and Uncaused Hate—and we 

will examine them in that order...   
 

I.   Increased Guilt 

II.  Uncaused Hate  
 

I.   Increased Guilt 
 

1. Let me suggest two things about this Increased Guilt—[1] the REALITY and [2] REASONS for increased 

guilt... 

2. [1] The REALITY of increased guilt, v22—"If I had not come and spoken to them, they would have no sin, 

but now they have excuse for their sin" v24—"If I had not done among them the works which no one else 

did, they would have no sin.." 

3. In the more narrowed sense, our Savior is referring to the Jewish nation, and especially the leadership in 

that nation... 

4. When He says—"they would have no sin"—He does not mean—they would have had NO sin in any 

sense... 

5. But He means—because they heard His words and saw His works, they now have additional or increased 

sin... 

6. V22b—"now they have no excuse for their sin"—this does not mean, they ever had any true excuse for 

their sin... 

7. It simply means—they have less excuse for their unbelief, or they are doubly guilty for not believing the 

truth... 

8. The principle is rather simple—with the increase of knowledge comes the increases of accountability and 

guilt...  

9. Lk.12:47-48—"And that servant who knew his master's will, and did not prepare himself or do according 

to his will, shall be beaten with many stripes. But he who did not know, yet committed things deserving of 

stripes, shall be beaten with few. For everyone to whom much is given, from him much will be required; 

and to whom much has been committed, of him they will ask the more..." 

10. [a] Many strips (blows)—v47 speaks about a servant who knew his master's will—he had further 

information... 

11. And yet, for all of his knowledge—"he did not prepare himself or do according to his will"—he did not 

obey his master... 

12. As the result—"he shall be beaten with many stripes (or blows)—his punishment shall be in proportion to 

his knowledge...  

13. By stripes or blows are meant punishment—this slave was deserving of greater punishment because he had 

greater knowledge... 

14. [b] Few strips (blows)—v48 speaks about another servant who did not know his master's will, and yet did 

things deserving of stripes... 

15. This means—though he lacked the additional information the other slave had, he was far from being 

faithful... 
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16. Thus—this slave was not punished for the things he never knew—but he was punished for the things he 

did know... 

17. Both slaves had a knowledge of their master's will—the first had more knowledge and the second had less 

knowledge... 

18. It's for this reason both of them received blows (that is, they were punished), because both deserved 

punishment... 

19. Have you ever heard people ask—What about those people who die, without ever hearing the gospel of 

God...  

20. Well, in the first place—such who have never heard the gospel, will not be punishment for rejecting the 

gospel... 

21. The person who lived in the jungles of Africa, and never heard about Christ, isn't punished for rejecting 

Christ... 

22. They are punished because they know, natively or intrinsically, that God exists and they're responsible to 

Him... 

23. Rom.1:20—"For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood 

by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse..."    

24. All men have a knowledge of God through creation—it reveals to them certain things about God—His 

power and Godhead... 

25. Thus, the person who will be punished most severely, is not the harlot or drug addict—but the religious 

hypocrite... 

26. The religious hypocrite, or the person that knows the most Scripture, will be held most accountable to 

God... 

27. [2] The REASONS for increased guilt—why do those who hear and see more increase in their guilt before 

God... 

28. [a] They sin against LIGHT—that is, they sin against God's kind providence in revealing more to them 

then others... 

29. We must never forget, it's God's sovereignty and kindness that determines who receives additional light 

from God... 

30. Most people live and die without the brighter light of the gospel—they have only the dim light of general 

revelation... 

31. And yet, think about these 1st century Jews—they, unlike anyone, had the greatest amount of religious 

privilege... 

32. They personally heard our Savior's teaching, and they personally watched our Savior's miracles—they had 

great light... 

33. Oh my dear friends, apply this truth to our own nation—there is no nation on earth, with more light then 

the USA...   

34. Brethren, don't get me wrong—there are many nations that are very wicked and will be judged sternly by 

God... 

35. But—if judgment will be based upon light—what nation has received more light then this privileged 

country... 

36. A.W. Pink—"To dwell in a land of open Bibles and preached Gospel, places men on a very different 

footing before God than the heathen who have never heard of Christ. Judgment will be according to the 

light enjoyed..." 

37. [b] They sin against LOVE—by this I mean, God's intention in giving further light is for a person to find 

forgiveness...        

38. Now, this doesn't deny that if this further light is rejected, God will justly punish such a person more 

intensely... 

39. But—my point here is this—the fact that increased light is given, is a genuine expression of God's 

gracious love... 

40. Perhaps I can put it like this—our Savior's preaching and miracle working, were real expressions of His 

love... 

41. Remember what love is—it's sacrificially doing good for others—love seeks the good of another at 

personal cost... 
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42. Thus, Christ was loving them by telling them the truth and illustrating that truth through His signs and 

wonders... 

43. Ps.109:3-5—"They have also surrounded Me with words of hatred, and fought against me without a cause. 

In return for My love they are My accusers, but I give Myself to prayer. Thus they have rewarded Me evil 

for good, and hatred for My love..." 

44. That this Psalm ultimately applies to Christ, is evident in that Peter applies v8 to Judas in Acts 1:20—"Let 

his days be few, and let another take his office..." 

45. Thus, our Savior is referring to the way Judas and the Jews, repaid His good with evil, and His love with 

hate...  

46. How did Jesus show love to Judas and the Jews, but by His words and works—these were expressions of 

love... 

47. He told them what He would do on the cross—how He would bear our sin—how He would suffer in our 

place... 

48. This is the love that Judas and the Jews trampled—and it's for this reason, their guilt was increased 

greatly... 

49. You see, people not only sin against light but also love—they sin against the love of God as shown in 

Christ... 

50. Thus, when the message of the gospel is preached—it comes as a real expression of God's love for 

sinners... 

51. Or, perhaps another way—because it's in the gospel that God's love is most clearly evidenced, to reject it, 

is the greatest sin... 

52. Brethren, let us get this clear in our minds—not all sin is equally heinous—some sins are more heinous 

than others... 

53. And according to this passage, there is no sin more heinous than the sin of knowing and rejecting the 

gospel of God... 

54. Why—because in that gospel, God has revealed His heart in a way, He has not revealed it in general 

revelation... 

55. To reject or despise the gospel, is in a sense, to trample upon the blood of Christ as offered within that 

gospel... 

56. Heb.10:28-29—"Anyone who has rejected Moses' law dies without mercy on the testimony of two or three 

witnesses. 29 Of how much worse punishment, do you suppose, will he be thought worthy who has 

trampled the Son of God underfoot, counted the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified a 

common thing, and insulted the Spirit of grace..." 

57. In other words—if those who had the dimmer light of the OT were guilty if they rejected that, how much 

more guilt does that person have, who rejects the brighter light of the NT... 

58. Such rejection is describes as "trampling underfoot the Son of God," and "counting His blood as a 

common thing"... 

59. Thus, at this point I want to digress for a few minutes and address a related point that I think needs 

clarification...   

60. There are a few Christians who have denied that God has any desire, in any sense, of the salvation of all 

men... 

61. But, historically, the church has maintained that God, in the gospel of Christ, desires all sinners to believe 

Him... 

62. Canons of Dort—"As many as are called by the gospel, are unfeignedly called. For God bas most earnestly 

and truly shown in his Word, what is pleasing to him, namely, that those who are called should come to 

him. He moreover, seriously promises eternal life, and rest, to as many as shall come to him, and believe 

on him (1618-1619)..."  

63. Jn.5:34—"Yet I do not receive testimony from man, but I say these things that you may be saved (Jn.3:16-

18)..." 

64. Now, generally speaking, those our Savior speaks to in this chapter, are the same He speaks about in 

chapter 15... 

65. In other words—most, if not all, of those He's speaking to in 5:34 are not elect people, but those who 

would perish... 
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66. And yet, our Savior says—He spoke to them for the express purpose, that they would believe and be 

saved... 

67. This was the purpose behind why He spoke to them—His intention in speaking to them was for their 

good... 

68. It was an expression of love—He told them about Himself and His work on the cross, that they would be 

saved... 

69. His immediate goal was not to increase their guilt and damnation—He came not to condemn but to save 

sinners... 

70. The fact that sinners reject Him results in their increased guilt, but this is not the first reason why He 

speaks to them... 

71. The first reason the gospel comes to any man, is because, from a heart of love, gives them that message to 

believe... 

72. And yet, if they fail to believe it they have greater sin and guilt—because they sin against LIGHT and 

LOVE... 
 

II.  Uncaused Hate  
 

1. I suggest fewer passages in Scripture, more fully and accurately reveal the depraved nature of man then 

these verses... 

2. How did these Jewish leaders respond to Christ for speaking to them, and performing miracles before 

them...  

3. V22—Christ came speaking to them...v23 they hated Him...v24 Christ performed miracles...they hated 

Him... 

4. In other words—He did nothing that warranted their hatred—it was unjustified, unfounded, and uncaused 

(v25)... 

5. V25—"But this happened that the word might be fulfilled which is written in their law, They hated Me 

without a cause..." 

6. Here our Savior quotes Ps.69:4, a Psalm that foretold Him being unjustly hated, ridiculed, and finally 

crucified... 

7. Within v25 our Savior underscores three important truths about this hatred—[a] Our Savior was aware of 

it... 

8. That is, our Savior did not enter this world with the wrong notion—He knew how the world would treat 

Him... 

9. Approximately, 1,000 BC, David foretold that the Messiah would be hated both by friend (Judas), and foe 

(Jews)...   

10. It's for this reason our Savior is here teaching or warning His beloved disciples of what awaited them in 

this world...  

11. [b] The Jews were guilty of it—it was written "in their law"—that is, it was written in the OT Hebrew 

Scriptures...  

12. There is an intended rebuke in v25—as if our Savior said—Their treatment of Me was foretold in their 

Scriptures... 

13. That is, the very Scriptures that they boasted in—these same Scriptures foretold their wicked and hateful 

behavior... 

14. [c] Our Savior was innocent of it—"They hated Me without a cause"—He did nothing to deserve such 

treatment...  

15. Barnes—"Who has ever had any reason to hate the Lord Jesus? What injury has he ever done to any one of 

the human race? What evil has he ever said or thought of any one of them? What cause or reason had the 

Jews for putting him to death? What reason has the sinner for hating him now? What reason for neglecting 

him? No one can give a reason for it that will satisfy his own conscience, none that has the least show of 

plausibility. Yet no being on earth has ever been more hated, despised, or neglected, and in every instance 

it has been 'without a cause'..." 

16. [1] Native man hates Christ because he hates God, v23—"He who hates Me hates My Father also"—the 

two are necessarily related...  

17. In verses 18-21, our Savior says the world hates us because it hates Him, now He says, the world hated 

Him because it hated His Father... 
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18. In other words—the world hated Christ because He reflected the character of the Father—to see Christ 

was to see the Father... 

19. Thus, the hatred experienced by Christians and Christ, has at its very root—a deep and native hatred for 

God... 

20. [a] Native man hates God's character—that is, he hates the perfectly holy, righteous, and just character of 

God...   

21. Jn.3:20—"For everyone practicing evil hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should 

be exposed..." 

22. God is light, and Christ is the true light—these refer to moral purity—the Father, Son, and Spirit are 

blazingly pure... 

23. Thus, no man by nature will come to Christ, or come to the Father through Christ, left to his own native 

heart... 

24. Now, by way of clarification, this does not mean that native man hates every notion or concept of a god or 

deity... 

25. Man is religious by nature, and is not opposed to a god, as long as he is able to fashion this god into his 

likeness... 

26. Furthermore, those who claim to worship the God of the OT, and yet reject Christ, worship another god, a 

false god... 

27. Thus, Islam, Mormonism, Jehovah Witness, and Judaism, have not the Father because they have rejected 

Christ...   

28. What you think of Christ, you think of God—or, put another way—what you think of the Son you think of 

the Father... 

29. This, of course, was very offensive to the Jews, who claimed to know Jehovah of the OT, yet rejected 

Christ... 

30. Christ is speaking brutally plain—He is telling these Jews that because they hated Him, they hated the 

Father...  

31. [b] Native man hates God's commandments—that is, he hates the perfect, holy, righteous, and just law of 

God...  

32. Rom.8:7—"The carnal mind is enmity against God, for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can 

be..." 

33. Here we find that native man (the carnal mind) both hates God and His law—he is at enmity against God 

and His law... 

34. Now again, this does not mean that native man hates all forms of morality, as long as he can pick and 

choose... 

35. The Pharisees of Jesus' day loved the law, as long as it was interpreted as merely addressing external 

behavior... 

36. Native man does not hate morality, as long as he can be selective, and, as long as it regulates outward 

behavior... 

37. But, when the perfect law of God is taught, which demands inward and outward allegiance to all TC, then 

it's hated...      

38. Native man does not mind some morality, but, he minds very much, the broad and spiritual commands of 

God... 

39. [2] Native man hates God more as he learns more about God—increased knowledge results in increased 

hate...  

40. The more this world beholds the character of God and hears of His commands, they more they will hate 

God... 

41. It's for this reason that Christ was hated more than any other man, because He was the exact image of the 

Father... 

42. [3] Native man needs nothing less then a change of nature to love God—man cannot go from hating Christ 

to loving Christ...   

43. Put another way—native man does not merely need more information—he needs a radical and moral 

transformation...  

44. Exhortation 1—Let us ask ourselves the all important question—do we hate or love God—there are only 

two options... 



 6 

45. Those who hate God may not consciously hate Him, but God is not in any of their thoughts—they need 

nothing lovely in Christ... 

46. And yet, those who love God oftentimes lament the fact that they don't love God more—they can say with 

Peter—"Lord you know all things, and you know that I love you..." 

47. Exhortation 2—Let us lament the fact that man by nature is a very wicked creature, who hates God, Christ, 

and Christians... 

48. We must never forget—the world doesn't so much hate us, but our Father, and because it hate Him, it hates 

us... 

49. Because there is no way to get to God, the killed His Son when He became a man, and it hates us as His 

people... 

50. Oh brethren, let us never be surprised at what native man does, when he expresses that hatred for Christ 

and His Father... 

51. We live in a country where this hatred is largely restrained, and yet, this restraint is slowly being 

removed... 

52. Thus, only Christians can truly explain why a man would kill his former wife, an 8 yr old student, and then 

himself... 

53. Only Christians can understand why a promising football player would murder others, and then kill 

himself in prison... 

54. Only Christians can make sense of man, recording himself while he shoots a complete stranger (74 yrs 

man and father of 9)...    

55. Let us be humbled by these, dear brethren, because we know why people act this way—we know the real 

reason... 

56. It's because man by nature is a very evil creature, who hates God, and thus fails to value the life He has 

created... 

57. Exhortation 3—Let us rejoice in the power of the gospel that changes us from God haters, into God 

lovers... 

58. My friends, let us be very clear on this—the gospel is not "love God," the gospel message is "God loved 

us..."  

59. And in closing, I want to say a few words to parents—We have to be very careful in what we say to our 

young children... 

60. Over the past 15 years, I have often taught you about the important distinction of "the law" and "the 

gospel..." 

61. The essence of the law is "Love God and your neighbor" and the essence of the gospel is "God has love us 

in Christ..." 

62. Perhaps another way of describing the gospel would be—Christ loved God for us, and suffered as if He 

didn't... 

63. Should our children love God, yes, all men should love God, but here is the problem—by nature they 

don't... 

64. Thus our message to them initially is not "love God more" but "you don't love God by nature and that's 

why you need the gospel... 

65. Now don't misunderstand me—it's not wrong to teach our little children the law—this is obviously 

necessary... 

66. But our children will never love God by being told they have to love God—they must first come to know 

they do NOT love God... 

67. They must first come to know they need Christ—they need the One who loved God with all His mind, 

heart, soul, and strength... 

68. And—He suffered for them as if He hated God—He suffered for us because we by nature do NOT love 

God... 

69. And now, as a Christian who is trusting Christ, we are to love God—and in fact it's only now that we can 

love God... 

70. No person truly loves God, or truly fulfills the law, but Christian people—thus who are trusting in Jesus 

Christ... 


