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Everybody ready? Here we go.

3 Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 4 
Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted. 5 Blessed are the
meek: for they shall inherit the earth. 6 Blessed are they which do hunger 
and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled. 7 Blessed are the 
merciful: for they shall obtain mercy. 8 Blessed are the pure in heart: for 
they shall see God. 9 Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called 
the children of God. 10 Blessed are they which are persecuted for 
righteousness' sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11 Blessed are ye,
when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of 
evil against you falsely, for my sake. 

Amen. 

Let's have a word of prayer. 

I want to bring a message today from the very first Beatitude and that is "The Poor in 
Spirit." Let's pray.

Heavenly Father, we thank you. Lord, what a blessed thing to hear this congregation 
read your precious word. If we do nothing else but read your word and go home, Lord, it
would be a blessed service indeed. Lord, I pray, God, now that you would hide my finite 
mind and stammering tongue, bind the glorious word of God and the message that's in 
your word to us. I pray, Lord, we wouldn't go away today thinking what a beautiful 
building and what a dynamic preacher and what a friendly people but, God, we'd go 
away from this place today thinking what a Savior. Lord, we love you and we praise you. 
God, there may be somebody here that has a great need and a great burden, I pray you'd 
help them. Lord, you know every heart today. We ask you to be with us and bless as only 
you can and we'll give you the praise the honor and the glory. In Jesus' name, amen.

And all of God's people said, amen.
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I want to back up just a few verses, if you will with me, and I know sometimes I kind of 
preach fast and I'm going to try to slow down just a little bit, at least get down to instead 
of 100 miles an hour, get down to about 70. Everybody all right? Because I find that 
people, like me I listen at about 30 so if a preacher is preaching at 100, I'm missing a 
whole lot. But I want you to back up just a few verses here and we've got to get this 
before and I'm going to spend a little bit of time this morning on introduction and I will 
every morning, every Sunday on this because we must understand the context of what 
we're talking about. We must understand the scene. We must look at what is going on 
here as we celebrated Easter last Sunday. What was the big deal about that? Why is it 
such a big deal about Easter? We've got to understand who it is, what's going on.

I want you to notice back in verse 21 of Matthew 4, just the verse. Now we know the 
chapters and I appreciate the chapters but sometimes you have to back up and look at the 
other verses. It doesn't always exactly fit. In chapter 4, the Bible says, "And going on 
from thence, he saw other two brethren, James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, 
in a ship with Zebedee their father, mending their nets; and he called them. And they 
immediately left the ship and their father, and followed him." Verse 23 says, "And Jesus 
went about all Galilee," now look what he's doing, "teaching in their synagogues, and 
preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness and all manner 
of disease among the people. And his fame," I think sometimes we forget this, or I do 
anyway, "his fame went throughout all Syria." He became famous. By the way, if your 
little boy gets healed of his disease, we prayed for some this morning that had some 
seizures, prayed for one in the Sunday school and then I got a message to pray for Sister 
Thompson's sister during Sunday school, and when you have somebody, your loved one, 
your grandbaby, your granddaughter, your mom or your daddy, your brother, your sister, 
and they get healed, honey, it's going to get out. He was very famous. In fact, the Bible 
goes on in verse 24 and says, "they brought unto him all sick people that were taken with 
divers diseases and torments, and those which were possessed with devils, and those 
which were lunatick, and those that had the palsy." Now this isn't the faith healers that we
see on television today that you can almost see from the television they're charlatans. No, 
this is different. This is our Savior and the Bible says, "and he healed them." Aren't you 
glad we've got a God in heaven who can heal? I believe God heals. I believe we'll get to 
heaven and find out God healed all. Can you imagine, though, somebody says cancer, 
they say they've given us a prognosis of a few months and the Savior reaches out and 
touches them and heals them and touches their body. That got out. And verse 25 says, 
"And there followed him great multitudes of people from Galilee, and from Decapolis." 
If you remember, Decapolis was the place that the maniac of Gadara went after he got the
demons cast out of him and they went down into the herd of swine. He went down to 
Decapolis. Decapolis was a ten city area. He became a missionary after God had done 
something in his life. "And from Jerusalem, and from Judaea, and from beyond Jordan." 
In other words, everywhere you can think of geographically speaking. They said, "Man, 
we've got to get to this one that can heal us and touch us and change our lives." And then,
the Bible says, "And seeing the multitudes," verse 1, "he went up into a mountain: and 
when he was set, his disciples came unto him: And he opened his mouth, and taught 
them, saying," then we begin our passage. 
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What a scene. Can you imagine our Savior, they are coming and thronging around him. 
They want him to heal and we would too. And they are coming for the physical thing that
he can do. We know that he fed thousands. I mean, there's nobody like Jesus. Nobody. 
But then here's what he does. I want you to understand what's going on here. I want you 
to see and my cup is so full, I hope I can get it out in 25 minutes. I don't think I can. I 
want you to understand the picture that we have because Jesus is coming, he's the Savior 
of the world, and he comes here and to the Greek and to the Roman and to the Hebrew, 
those of us, we're Americans today and our ancestors, he's coming in all the thought 
process and all of man's wisdom, everything that this world teaches you. Jesus Christ is 
sitting on this mount, he brings his disciples near him, the multitudes are following him. 
In fact, I read one writer that said this: he went up higher to see who would actually really
follow him. I really believe today God is wanting to see some folks who are sincere that 
really want to follow him. But he goes up there and he sits down and he opens up his 
mouth and what he says here, not only these Beatitudes but as we go through the Sermon 
on the Mount, turns the world upside down. What he says here is remarkable.

Now, we as Christians, we read it or we've read it so I've heard of it. I had it in Sunday 
school. Sometimes we'll have it on a plaque maybe on the wall or maybe we've heard 
about this all of our lives, but here we see the great paradox of Christianity. It is, church, 
what makes us different. It is the very thing, the very essence of Christianity is what Jesus
Christ is setting down. He's getting ready to tell them something that goes, flies 
absolutely in the face of your own thinking, of your own reasoning, of your own logic, of 
all the philosophies of the world. He absolutely goes into the face of it. In fact, I'm going 
to give you three things this morning and we'll go home. 

1. I want to talk about a definition. I want to talk about a definition because we have to 
understand what our Savior is saying right here. I read many years ago, "He who defines 
wins." You know, the country that wins the war defines how the history is written and 
when you think about definitions and we're living in an age and a world, you're living in a
culture now that's redefining everything. When I went to school, Christopher Columbus 
was a hero, Thomas Jefferson was a hero, George Washington, Patrick Henry were 
heroes, and now they're zeroes, now they are ostracized. You know at one time in 
America that our nation and our founding colleges and universities were actually training 
preachers for the ministry. Christians were known as being those who were the most 
educated and intellectual and scientific. Yesterday as they had national World Day and 
Earth Day, we have gone in our schools, I saw a preacher say this and I thought about it 
all day, he said we went from telling our people about God, telling our children and said, 
"Here, we want you to worship God," to now saying, "Here, worship dirt." 

We live in a nation that our ancestors, our forefathers were not built on that. They were 
built by men and I've been doing some studying about some of the founding fathers and 
some of our Baptist forefathers, men like Obadiah Holmes. They called him the whipping
boy. The whipping boy of the Baptists and the Puritans. Obadiah Holmes did not believe 
that a baby should be baptized, that a baby being baptized was really not right. And the 
Puritan forefathers, some of our other ancestors, they didn't like Obadiah Holmes and, in 
fact, they tried to get him to recant and he said, "No." He said, "You must be saved. You 
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must be born again. You come to the Baptist faith and believe what the Bible teaches." 
They took him in Boston, put him to the whipping post, gave him 30 lashes with the 
whip. He said this, famous quote of Obadiah Holmes, he said, "They were but like roses 
hitting me on the back." He went down into Rhode Island and really established in some 
of the other... I mean, we're talking about legendary figures of American history. And he 
did that because he believed in what the Bible teaches right here about being blessed. 

Blessed. What does it mean to be blessed? We must define this "blessed," this word that 
is translated "blessed" in our Bible. It comes from a word that we really could use for the 
word "happy." Now, when we say "happy" in America, we think, "Man, if my team wins,
I'm gonna be happy. Man, if they've got chocolate pie on the dessert bar at the restaurant, 
I'm gonna be happy. Well, if mom and dad get me that new car for my birthday, I'm 
gonna be happy. If the youth group goes somewhere I've never been, I'm gonna be 
happy." And all those things give us some happiness but that's not what this word means. 
It means something more than just a temporary circumstance. In fact, I use the word 
"joy." Joy is that belief and feeling that God no matter what the circumstances are, God is
going to give us some fulfillment and some enjoyment and some joy in our lives 
regardless of what is going on in our lives.

Do you see that? We think of happiness and we're so materialistic and we look at things 
so much as, let's just be honest about it, we are spoiled. I read about a preacher yesterday 
who went to the countryside of Kentucky and would go 20 miles by foot to the next 
preaching station. He said, "We were allowing ourselves six hours to get to the next place
to preach." Six hours. I thought, "Man, them guys, they wasn't just walking, man, they 
were on a trot going to the next preaching station." And I thought to myself, "God, have 
we lost that desire and that yearning to just open up the word of God and to delve into the
word of God?" 

Let me say something to you: if you want to be truly blessed, you'll notice it says this, 
"Blessed are," and he goes down through there and we've got to understand what the Lord
is saying here, "Blessed or happy or fulfilled in the Lord." The Greeks used the word and 
we know the New Testament was written in Greek, they used the word that really they 
thought of as the gods and if the gods had no need of anything and so, therefore, they 
were the only ones that were truly happy because they had no need of anything, had no 
want of anything. But I believe the Bible is teaching us here and saying if we really want 
to have true joy and happiness. 

You know this word, church, we know this: the world thinks and sometimes it gets in our
churches, gets in our lives, I'll be honest with you, I think sometimes this has happened in
my life and say, "Well, if I get this and this goes this way and I get my way, I'm gonna be
happy." We could go in the nursery right now, you withhold something from a little baby 
and what's he going to do? He's going to cry. He's going to whine. He's going to pout. 
He's going to pucker because he's not getting his way. And what we've got to do is we've 
got to realize from the word of God that's not what God wants for our lives. He wants us 
to truly be blessed, truly be blessed.
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I want you to notice also on this definition, "the poor in spirit." What does that mean? It 
says, "Blessed are the poor in spirit." That word "poor in spirit" we could use as 
"humble." Now, Jesus is teaching here, you would think, "Well, blessed are those who've 
got all kinds of self-confidence and have really got it together. You know, grab all the 
gusto you can get. Just do it!" Nike says. "You can do anything you want to do." That's 
what the most famous preachers in America now, they have their books on the shelves at 
Walmart saying, "You can have your life and you can have it good and you can make it 
good." It's all about you when our Savior here looks and says, "Hey, it's not about you, 
it's about me," talking about Christ.

He goes into the face of being man-centered and even their own culture-centered and 
saying it must become God-centered. Our churches must become God-focused. Our life 
must become Christ-focused. The Bible says, "in Christ who is our life." And by the way,
I know I'm preaching something that's not popular because we're living in a selfish 
generation. In fact, the most popular preachers I've noticed now that they're grabbing 
their phones and taking pictures of themselves. I thought, "Man, even when I was good 
looking and skinny I wouldn't do that." It's been a long long time ago. But I thought to 
myself, "What is wrong with us?" We've gotten so self-centered and self-focused. 

Let me say something to you: the Bible says "Blessed are the poor in spirit." Now, some 
folks say that means poor like financial. No. We're not talking about financial but we 
know that there is a blessing with the poor and sometimes those who are poor financially 
are poor in spirit but this poor in spirit is speaking of humility or humbleness.

Let me go on. Not just humbleness. I'm not talking about this fake piety that some people 
have. "Oh, it's little, old, nothing me." That's pride. That's a false humility. Nobody 
speaks to me. You walk around here and you're sullen, you're downtrodden, the whole 
world is against you. That's not what I'm talking about. That's self. That's self-gratifying. 
You can think too highly of yourself but you can also think too lowly of yourself. The 
Bible says to not think too highly of ourselves.

You see, the world says, "Hey, you do the best you can do. Go, succeed. Succeed. 
Succeed." We teach our young people, "Man, you go. I want you to go to college. I want 
you to do your best. You'd better get good grades. You'd better do everything perfect and 
if you don't, we're not going to be real happy with you." Our young people sometimes 
can't live up to that. When the Lord says this, "If you will be poor in spirit, if you'll be 
humble." He goes on and he says this, "If you'll be utterly hopeless." We sing even 
Christian songs that act like we're okay, that God loves me, I'm special. I'm special. There
is something good in me. 

Let me say something to you, church, this morning: there is nothing good in us. That's 
why the songwriter wrote the most famous hymn that's ever been sung, it says, "Such a 
wretch as I." Why did he write that? Because of this passage. Because he realized our 
Savior is sitting here saying, "Listen, not blessed that has the best army. Not blessed that 
has the biggest bank account. You're not going to be blessed because of those things." He
said, "Hey, the way up is down. The bended knee." Satan said, "I'll be like the Most 
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High." Our Savior said, let me get this straight so you'll understand: Satan said, "I will be 
like the Most High." Our Savior said, "Not my will but thine be done." That's true 
Christianity. Our Savior humbled himself. He didn't have to. Nobody took his life, he laid
his life down. He was utterly hopeless.

Brokenness. I'm not talking about brokenness because you're mad somebody didn't speak 
to you. I'm not talking about brokenness because, you know, I'm a Calvinist man, I've 
been broken for years now. I know I pout. I'm not talking about that, I'm talking about 
true brokenness. Can I say something to you? We don't have revival in our churches 
because we ain't broke. I know it's not proper vernacular, proper English but y'all know 
what I'm saying when we ain't broke. I'm talking about broke. God says if you're broken, 
if you're utterly hopeless, if you get to the point where you know there is no way out, 
"God, I've got to have you. I can't make it on my own." Listen, you're not going to get to 
heaven saying, "Yeah, God, you did pretty good getting me."

I talked to a man, we talked to a man Thursday night on visitation, just about throw a 
rock and hit the church is where he was at, and I tried my best to get him in and he said, 
"Yeah, I need to get back there to church." I thought, "Listen, you ain't got to go to 
church, it doesn't matter what good you do, the Bible says your goodness is as filthy rags.
You need to get broke of your sin." You see, I think sometimes we just want out of hell, 
we don't really want Jesus. Jesus says this right here, he said, "It isn't about getting out of 
hell, it's about coming to me." That changes everything. Well, you see, all of sudden, 
"Wait a minute now. We like God and everything but we don't want to be worshiping 
you!"

"Blessed are the poor in spirit." Now, let me go on here. A definition. But let me give a 
description. What does that mean? How does that flesh itself out to be poor in spirit? The 
Bible says, "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven." Our 
Savior is sitting down and saying, "Blessed." Can you imagine hearing it? I mean, it was 
nothing...hey, you realize, church, there is nothing in written literature in the world like 
this. You won't find it in the Koran. I said you won't find it in the Koran. You won't find 
it with Shakespeare. Oh, they want to debate it and deny it and attack it. They don't ever 
attack Shakespeare. 

I was in ninth grade English, they made me take Shakespeare. When you're a ninth grade 
young man and they tell you you've got to read Shakespeare, that was the last thing I 
wanted to do. I mean, man, we've got ball to play, we've got girls to flirt with. The last 
thing I wanted to do is read Shakespeare. They always say, "Now, this is nothing like 
this." I said, "You're right about that. Ain't nothing like this." Amen. Some of y'all like 
Shakespeare, don't get mad at me. I've grown to appreciate it.

But let me say this to you: there is really nothing like this because search the world over 
and you're not going to find it. You think, "Well, there's something else somewhere in all 
the other religious writings." No. Not ever. Nowhere. Nothing like it. It's supernatural. It's
powerful. In fact, Spurgeon called being blessed are the poor in spirit, he called it sweet 
poverty. 
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The best thing that ever happens to you is to get utterly broken. I love it as a preacher 
when somebody calls me or wants to talk to me and says, "Man, I just don't know what to
do." I don't say it out loud to them but I'm thinking, "Praise the Lord. Praise God." That's 
the first step is to get where you don't know what to do. In fact, you remember when you 
got saved and you realized, "Man, I'm lost and undone without God." You said, "Man, I 
need to be saved. I'm not gonna make it."

I want to read to you a book, I came across this, I made a book run, I came across a book 
by a man, this was written, talk about being old fashioned, the first printing of this was in 
1660. Look that up. That's way back there. That's before the Titanic. That's before the 
Civil War. That's before the Revolutionary War. This preacher said this, he's talking 
about when he gets to the Scripture, I'm going to read these real quickly to you. Given a 
description of being poor in the spirit he writes this, he gives seven of these. I'm going to 
read them real quickly. 

1. He that is poor in spirit is weaned from himself. In fact, Psalm 131 says, "My soul is 
even as a weaned child." When you're poor in spirit, you see, do you know what? I'm 
weaned from myself. It's not all about me. Can I say this and I mentioned this the last few
weeks: a lot of Christianity, a lot of churches and I mean this with all reverence and love 
and brokenness in my own heart and life, we need to grow up. We live in a very childish 
age. We've got grown men running around, y'all know this, trying to look like they're 16. 
Ain't that creepy? Just in an aside: when I see men looking like 16, I'm like, "Dude, why 
don't you grow up and put on some adult clothes?" Amen? It's time for the adults to get 
back in charge. We've got teeny-boppers, there's nothing wrong with being a teenager, 
enjoy your teenage years, be a teenager but don't run around acting like you're a teenager 
when you're 55 years old. Amen? That's for free. Now, I'm going to say this to you: it's 
kind of funny because we see it and know it but do you know what? Those people are 
going to die and go to hell. It's very serious because the Bible says that he that is poor in 
spirit is weaned from himself.

He goes on and he says this, he says: he that is poor in spirit is a Christ-admirer. He is a 
Christ-admirer. He's a Christ-admirer. 

He says this, 3: he that is poor in spirit is ever complaining of his spiritual estate. He says 
this: he is much like a poor man who is ever telling you of his wants. Have you ever been
around somebody that's really poor? Man, they just can't hardly get past the fact that they 
just don't have everything they need. They're constantly thinking about money and things 
and bills and problems because that's what's overwhelming them. A person that's poor in 
spirit, they get to the point where, man, they've just, "God, I just can't make it without 
you. You're my necessary food." 

In fact he writes this, number 4: he that is poor in spirit is lowly in heart. Preaching men 
are commonly proud and scornful but the poor in spirit are submissive. They roll 
themselves in the dust in the sense of their unworthiness. In fact, Job 42:6 says, "I abhor 
myself in dust." We don't like this. Now listen, church, I'm not saying we're going to like 
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it. I don't always like it. He says, "I abhor myself." You see, we're talking, "Love 
yourself," but the Bible teaches us, "Deny yourself." You say, "But you don't know what 
I've been through." So? You say, "You don't know my circumstances." And, look, I'm not
diminishing. Look, my heart goes out. I love you, church. I love you as your preacher but 
the kindest thing I can say is don't live for yourself. Don't live for this selfish...that is a lie
of the devil. And this old preacher, he writes this and it just grabbed my heart.

He goes on, number 5, and he says: he that is poor in spirit is much in prayer. Much in 
prayer. You know, if you don't ever have to feel like you need to pray, you're not poor in 
spirit. You think you've got it all figured out. I've learned something, buddy, I don't have 
it all figured out and I've never met anybody that's got it all figured out. In fact, our 
Savior here says, "Blessed is the one who doesn't have it all figured out." You say, "How 
am I going to keep my marriage together? Brother, how am I going to run my business? 
Preacher, I don't know how I'm going to raise these kids. Brother, I want to get closer to 
God. I don't know how to do it." Guess what? Nobody does. In fact, can I say something 
to you? We'll never attain. There is only one person who has ever attained to the Sermon 
on the Mount and it's the one who is delivering it but he's saying, "Hey, I want you to live
a life that's different than everybody else's life. I want you to be saved and live a different
life. Not live for yourself."

Number 6, he writes this: the poor in spirit are content to take Christ upon his own terms. 
You see, the proud sinner will, he'll protest and say, "Well, I've got to do this and I've got 
to do that." Not the poor in spirit. The poor in spirit, "Well, I'll wait until next Wednesday
and then I'll get it right." That's what the proud does, not the poor in spirit. The proud 
says, "Oh, I've got some things I've got to get in order. I wouldn't go down there at the 
church and everything but I've got some things..." Not the poor in spirit. Not the utterly 
broken. Not the ones who are broken. 

He that is poor in spirit is an exalter of free grace. "None so magnify mercy," he writes, 
"as those who are poor in spirit." When you're poor in spirit, you realize how wonderful 
grace is. Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord. Could it be because Noah knew who 
he was and was poor in spirit? He just said, "God, I'm nothing." Can I say this to you? 
Without God, you and I are nothing. There is nothing we bring. The songwriter says, 
"Simply to the cross I cling." We've got to get back to clinging to the cross.

"Blessed are the poor in spirit." So we see the definition, we see the description but then 
we see the delight. Because, remember, that was kind of negative. These are not really 
negative at all. In fact, here's the great thing, it says this, "for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven." What a great contrast. You see, when you visit people, people say this, "I need 
to get my life right and then I'll get to go to heaven." I'm going to ask you this: you think 
you'll stand before God and you're going to hold out your hand and you think your good 
is going to outweigh God's good? Or that your good is going to outweigh your bad? I 
hear people saying that and I'm sitting there thinking, "God must be the most wicked guy 
around because if everybody's good is outweighing their bad, mine's not." Prone to linger,
I am. Prone to doubt. Prone to weakness. Prone to wickedness and sin. And I can't hardly 
get to the car and back without thinking something I shouldn't think. "I've got it all 
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figured out." Well, I'm glad you do but my Bible says you don't. My Bible says none of 
us do. In fact, there are a lot of people on their way to hell because they think, "I'm alright
and I'm good." You're not alright and you're not good if you don't love Jesus Christ.

But he says, "for theirs," that's many or all, everybody is poor in spirit. If you're really 
poor in spirit, I mean talking about broken, I'm talking about, "Man, I can't make it on my
own. I can't do that." By the way, one thing about death and dying and sickness and 
struggle in life, sometimes it will break you and you'll realize, "I'm not guaranteed 
tomorrow." You'll realize that. I mean, I've had people right here that we grew up with 
that are right here in our church family and almost my age, some of them exactly my age,
that are no longer with us. You think I'm going to sit back and think, "Well, God, I've got 
all kinds, I'll do whatever I want to do." I'm sitting here thinking, "God, I can't believe I 
outlived them. I'm not nearly as healthy as they were. God, how in the world? Lord, I 
sure thank your grace and your mercy." 

The Bible says those that get truly broken, "for theirs is," not might be but is, "the 
kingdom of heaven." Oh, what delight. I won't take time to preach about heaven. Right 
here it says "the poor in spirit, theirs is the kingdom of heaven." 

Let me give you some thoughts as we close today. I don't want to keep you too long, 
church. Let me give you some things and we'll give number 1: how encouraging for the 
broken. I meet people all the time that are broke. I'm not talking about just financially 
broke, and a lot are financially broke too, but broken. I watch them, you see them too. 
They're broken. You're behind a middle-aged lady that's buying a 24 pack of beer in the 
middle of the day, she's broken. You see the men going into the pornography thing on the
side of the road because they're out of town and they're on their tractor-trailer and nobody
can see them and they dart into the place. They've got one over there. The place was shut 
down. They're broken. You see the young girl that has given up her virginity, given up 
her life and her purity because of the pressure of society around her that is just constantly 
talking to her about sex. She's broken. You see the people that fall out of church because 
of some peccadillo that they're upset about and Satan has used it in their life and the 
church splits and problems and troubles everywhere. Do you know why? Because they're 
broken.

We're living in a world that's broke. They do everything they can to try to fix it. It's never
going to be fixed with anything but Christ. But, man, what an encouragement it is that no 
matter what's going on in your life, no matter how low you may feel, no matter what you 
may be going through, no matter what struggles are coming, no matter how things don't 
seem to be working out the way you thought they were going to work out, and if you've 
already blown it and messed up, even for whatever roads you've been down, hey, God 
says if you will get broken, that he will lift you up. Give you a home in heaven. 

And I go further than this to the Christian, not only the home in heaven but the Bible says
he came that we might have life and we might have it more, what? Does anybody 
remember? Abundantly. But let me say something to you: that doesn't mean a big bank 
account. That doesn't mean a new parcel of land. What that means is it's having an 
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abundant walk and fellowship with God. There is nothing like that. Listen, I want my 
kids to be successful but do you know what I really want? I want them to be able to say, 
"He walks with me and he talks with me, and he tells me I am his own. And the joy we 
share..." Hey, listen, there's nothing like walking with Christ.

When I read about those preachers going 40 miles and 50 miles, 150 miles on horseback 
and they said they'd read their Bible. I've been on a horse and that thing acted like he was 
about to die. Me and horseflesh don't get along real good. I mean, I'm scared to death of a
horse and there are these men swimming across rivers and I'm thinking, "God, God have 
mercy on us." Man, if you get broke, what an encouragement it is.

Secondly, real quickly, how many are letting pride cause them to miss out? You see, the 
world says if you're proud and you achieve and you struggle and you grab, go, you're 
going to really succeed. Now, don't misunderstand me, I'm not talking about, this is not 
about being slothful. I'm not saying about being lazy. I'm not talking about not doing, you
know, working hard. I'm not talking about that. If we're not careful, we'll let that work 
ethic slide over into our spiritual life. Your work ethic doesn't work in your spiritual life. 
How many are letting pride cause them to miss out? "Well, I'll do this. I'll do this later." 

We visited a man Thursday night, he called me and begged me, begged me to talk to him.
I said, "Look, I'll go and see you Thursday. I really don't want to do it over the phone. I 
don't really want to talk to you over the phone because I've been misled so much over the 
phone." I said, "I want to see somebody face-to-face, eyeball-to-eyeball, body language." 
Do you know what I'm talking about? Eyeball. Text message is even worse. I want to talk
to them. I went and talked to him and he's like, "Ah, well, I don't know." He kind of, "Ah,
well, I'm alright now." I thought, "Man, how much pride?" How many times I let pride 
make me miss out.

Number 3 real quickly. Let me say this as another thought reading this. It doesn't get any 
more Christlike. When you read this passage, it just doesn't...read it. I challenge you. 
Read it this week every day. I encourage you. When you go home today, read it again and
again. You'll find that I've really not doing it very much justice. I've been very hesitant to 
preach this because to me it's like John 3:16, it's so lofty and it's so perfect and it's so 
wonderful. How can I even do it justice? 

And if you'll read this, in fact, "blessed at the poor in spirit," I can hear my Savior. Can 
you hear him? "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom." Can you imagine
him holding his arms out to those disciples sitting there and they've never heard anything 
like it? He's turning all their wisdom, all their knowledge, all their education, all their 
experience upside down. "Well, my daddy taught me this." Upside down. "Well, we do 
this at the college." Upside down. "Well, you know, I've always thought this." We're 
living in an area that maybe doesn't have as much education as some areas but they sure 
think they do. I knock on doors, "Well, I've always heard this." I'm thinking, "Honey, 
who did you hear it from? Dr. Phil?" You'd better go in the word of God. Can I get an 
amen on that?
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Well, if we're not careful we'll let that happen. Let me say something to you, when I read 
this, hey, it doesn't get any more...church, if we as a church will meditate, we're talking 
about meditating. I'm for reading through the Bible. We're having a Bible reader's study 
but I'm also for meditating on the word. If the word doesn't do the work, the work will 
not get done. The word is going to change your life.

And then lastly let me say this: if you want to come to Christ, if you want to be saved, if 
you want to serve, I'll share an illustration with you. I knew him from before and I went 
to visit him and I really wanted him to come to church. I remember he was sitting right 
here. I'll just be honest with you, arms folded, I knew he could sing and I went to him and
I've done this a few times and I don't do it anymore because every time I go to somebody 
about this, they kind of give me that, "Leave me alone, preacher," look. He said this, I 
said, "Man, we've love for you to come and get in the choir." Beautiful voice. I was 
trying my best to be kind. I do try to be kind contrary to popular belief. But I said, "Man, 
we'd love to have you come." He sat there with me and he said this, I never will forget 
this. He said, "If I can't lead it, I ain't singing it." It was one of them almost like I felt like 
a comic book guy, it was like a force was coming over here and I just jumped back. I 
said, "Man, you're going to be struck by lightning right here in the house of God." I 
thought to myself, "Who do you think you are? What?" I didn't say that, of course, but I 
was sitting there thinking, that's way bigger than what I've got to tell him.

Let me say this to you, church: if you want to serve God, you can't be that way. Now, let 
me give this guy the benefit of the doubt. I'm not going to pretend I haven't been that way
at times. I'm not going to pretend shame on him and none of us. Let's not get too hard on 
Peter when many of us wouldn't have followed the Lord either. I'm not going to fuss at 
Job too much or even Job's wife. Let's not be too hard on people because unless we get 
humble our own selves, unless we are willing to be poor in spirit, if we don't get to that 
place, you'll never come, you'll never be saved, you'll never serve. 

You can't really serve God and be proud. It doesn't work, does it? It just doesn't work. It's
hard to give up your life and go and spend most of your life in Sweden, translate a Bible 
and hardly even get a thank you, hardly even have your name known. I see preachers, I 
saw someone on YouTube the other day and I was so excited to see him. He sat there and
he's a young man and I thought, "Here's a man that's given his life for the work of God, 
he ought to be a hero. Instead the world doesn't even know who he is." 

Most of us in this building don't know who Obadiah Holmes is or ?? or for that matter, 
some of our founding fathers. Obadiah Holmes, great, great, great grandson you may 
have heard of, his name was Abraham Lincoln. We don't even know some of this stuff. 
How did they get to where they got? How did they do that? If you read their writings and 
you read their sermons and you read what they wrote, do you know what they said? They 
humbled themselves. General Stonewall Jackson said this, they tried to give him credit 
and he was a legend and he said, "Don't give any credit to me. I have no credit." In fact, I 
noticed this, some of the greatest people throughout history, we know the greatest in the 
word of God, are those who were poor in spirit.
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Church, it will change our lives. It will change our lives. Next time you want to fuss at 
somebody and get mad at somebody, blow up on them, and by the way, there are times 
you've got to take a stand. We know that our Savior took a stand. We're going to talk 
about that as we go on. But if you want to come and get saved or if you want to serve or 
whatever you do, it must be from being poor in spirit. I'll be honest with you, there are 
going to be folks that are going to think this sermon series is boring because it's not going
to appeal to your flesh. It's not. There are folks that are saying, "I don't like it, that type of
preaching." It's not going to appeal. In fact, as I read this, I'm like, "Lord, I'm not going to
do this justice. It's so powerful, so wonderful." But I realized I am going to be battling 
MTV and CNN and Fox News and Netflix or Hulu or whatever it is you're into, the 
computer and on and on I could go. It's not going to be as exciting as the next Star Wars 
movie that's coming out. We'll spend more time memorizing Star Wars characters than 
we will what Jesus said right here. Do you know how I know that? Because I've done it. 
"I can't memorize the Bible." But, man, you ask me what Luke did in episode whatever 
and I know that. You ask me who led passing in the NFL in 1983 and I can tell you that, I
think.

Hey, we've got to get back to focusing on God's word. We've got to get back to 
having...hey, I want God to bless my life. I'm tired of being discouraged. I'm tired of just 
being unhappy. I see Christians running around unhappy. Do you know why we're 
unhappy? We're unhappy because we want to be up and not be down. We don't like the 
paradox of the Christian life. In fact, some of the most well-know preachers in America 
today, they make a big deal and say, "That ministry is not mine. I'm about a different type
of ministry." I realize that, church, this morning but I want to ask you: do you want what 
God wants for your life? 

Let's all stand with our heads bowed and our eyes closed.
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