
Pre-Resurrection Peter: Lessons of Inadequacy 
Peter: A Resurrection Case Study Pt. 1 

 

Good morning, everyone.  Today we’re going to begin a brief case-study of the effect of Jesus’ resurrection on 

His most prominent disciple: Simon Peter.   Why Peter? When you read the gospel narratives, Peter seems to 

have a spotlight on him.  While the Gospels and Acts magnify Jesus and the power of God, we constantly are 

hearing about Peter, whereas the other disciples were only mentioned as a group or in the third person “they.” 

 

It is meant for us to notice Peter’s words and his actions, as well as the words spoken to Peter, that we might see 

the power of God in his life.  

 

Examples: We see this when Jesus washes Peter’s feet and then the rest of the disciples in John 13.  We see this 

in the Garden of Gethsemane when, in Matthew 26, Peter and the sons of Zebedee are brought further with 

Jesus to pray.  It’s not Peter, James and John.  It’s Peter and the sons of Zebedee.  Then when Jesus finds them 

sleeping, He says to Peter “So you men could not keep watch with Me one hour…”  And we see it most 

prominently in our text for this morning.  

 

The Gospel writers show that Jesus treated Peter as the leader among the other disciples.  And the most regretful 

moment of Peter’s life is singled out.  Peter sunk lower than all the rest when Jesus was crucified.  And when 

Jesus rose from the dead, Peter was also raised higher than all rest.   

 

Turn in your bibles to Luke 22.  Today’s message is “Pre-Resurrection Peter: Lessons of Inadequacy” 

This takes us back to the point in time between the Last Supper and the scene at the Garden of Gethsemane.  

Jesus has not yet been arrested and He speaks directly to Peter. 

 

Luke 22:31-34  "Simon, Simon, behold, Satan has demanded permission to sift you like wheat;  32 but I have 

prayed for you, that your faith may not fail; and you, when once you have turned again, strengthen your 

brothers."  33 But he said to Him, "Lord, with You I am ready to go both to prison and to death!" 34 And He 

said, "I say to you, Peter, the rooster will not crow today until you have denied three times that you know Me."  

 

Mark 14:31 But Peter kept saying insistently “Even if I have to die with You, I will not deny You! 

 

Luke 22:54-62  Having arrested Him, they led Him away and brought Him to the house of the high priest; but 

Peter was following at a distance. 55 After they had kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and had sat 

down together, Peter was sitting among them. 56 And a servant-girl, seeing him as he sat in the firelight and 

looking intently at him, said, "This man was with Him too." 57 But he denied it, saying, "Woman, I do not 

know Him." 58 A little later, another saw him and said, "You are one of them too!" But Peter said, "Man, I am 

not!" 59 After about an hour had passed, another man began to insist, saying, "Certainly this man also was with 

Him, for he is a Galilean too." 60 But Peter said, "Man, I do not know what you are talking about." 

Immediately, while he was still speaking, a rooster crowed. 61 The Lord turned and looked at Peter. And Peter 

remembered the word of the Lord, how He had told him, "Before a rooster crows today, you will deny Me three 

times."  62 And he went out and wept bitterly. NASU 

 

So why so much focus on Peter?  What is the point of showing Peter’s fall while you’re telling the story of 

Jesus’ death and resurrection?  In the midst of Jesus’ suffering, we are to contemplate Peter’s journey and we 

see the one follower of Jesus who is probably stronger than the rest.  He is seen as the leader among the 

disciples by Jesus and of course then by the rest of the disciples as well.  But we see the inadequacy of Peter. 

 

Pre-resurrection Peter, I think, is meant to show us our own inadequacy when we rely on self.  Peter’s fall 

happened after Jesus had been taken away and before He had been raised, and before he had been filled with the 

Spirit.  And he falls.  And when he fell, he fell hard.   



The scene in Peter’s life, I think, is in part meant to teach us about our own inadequacy apart from Christ.  If the 

strongest among Jesus’ twelve disciples is inadequate apart from Christ, what confidence should anyone have in 

their ability to faithfully follow Jesus when our faith is tested?  

 

Let’s consider the lessons of inadequacy that arise from observing Peter trying to stand in his own strength apart 

from Christ. 

 

Inadequacy Lesson #1: Without Jesus we are too weak to carry out genuine intentions. 

 

Peter’s words showed a lot of confidence.  Let’s listen to them again.   

 

Luke 22:33 But he said to Him, "Lord, with You I am ready to go both to prison and to death!" 

 

Mark 14:31 But Peter Kept saying insistently “Even if I have to die with You, I will not deny You! 

 

And we know that he is not merely running off at the mouth and trying to make a big show for the others 

because after the arrest of Jesus, Peter followed the crowd at a distance.  You have to give him credit for that.  

But had he just been talking a big talk in front of others with no intention or willingness to suffer with Jesus, he 

would not have been in the courtyard of the high priest.   

 

Peter meant what he said.  And he tried to be and do what he should.  But when accusations came he was 

inadequate to follow through.   

 

There are a lot of people in this world trying in their own strength to be a good Christian.  And they have 

completely good intentions.  People like this want to live a Christian life and demonstrate to themselves and 

others that they are “Christian”.   But their confidence is confidence in themselves.   

 

Peter in this scene shows us that, apart from the living resurrected Christ indwelling us by His spirit, there is no 

way we have the strength to follow Christ and live for Christ and suffer for Christ.  We will let Christ down, 

ourselves down, and anyone else.  We are too weak without Jesus. 

 

We have to realize this.  And while the follower of Christ is never without Jesus because we are indwelt by His 

spirit, we are reminded that any strength we have is due to Christ in us.  “Christ in us, the hope of Glory” Paul 

said.  And even with Christ in us and us being in Christ, we can venture out in our own strength try to 

accomplish things for God by the flesh.  And it’s futile.   

 

Inadequacy Lesson #2:  Without Christ our leaders are more vulnerable than we’d like to believe. 

 

You know, people are always so shocked and let down when a leader they look up to has some sin or failure 

come to light.  We’ve seen this on many occasions when the media jumps into high gear when someone whose 

name is nationally recognized has some kind of moral or financial misstep.   

 

And because we only hear about this sort of thing in the news, we may forget that leaders who are only known 

locally fall and fail.  So people are shocked when it happens.     

 

Peter’s story shows us that the person we look up to so much; the person who we really look to as a mentor or 

model; is after all just a man or just a woman.  Just a redeemed child of God whose sin nature is still being 

tamed and held under control, but sometimes wins the day. 

 

Sometimes ordinary Christians want to believe their pastor or spiritual mentor is invincible.  A super-hero 

Christian of sorts.  But they’re not.  They are children of God following Christ but working out their salvation 

with fear and trembling.   



 

And let’s not forget that satan had Peter in his sights.  Jesus said: Luke 22:31 "Simon, Simon, behold, Satan has 

demanded permission to sift you like wheat;   

 

There is a reason satan was aiming at Peter.  And it wasn’t because he was the weakest, it was because he was 

the strongest.  The leader.  Satan had his sights set on Jesus and on Peter.   

 

Peter’s fall also shows those of us who are leaders that you better not think that you can’t fall.   It appears as 

though Peter had no doubt that he would be able to stand strong when his life was on the line.  He was more 

vulnerable than he realized.  And I’m betting that Peter probably never made such bold statements again.   

 

It’s a good point to be reminded of the proverb “Pride goeth before the fall.”  And Paul’s warning in  

1 Cor 10:12 “Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall.” 

 

But let’s just recognize that our leaders are more vulnerable and more targeted than we’d like to believe. 

 

The last inadequacy lesson is the most encouraging, no doubt.   

 

Inadequacy Lesson #3: In Christ No Failure is Final 

 

Peter’s fall was not going to be the end of the road.  Praise God for this.  What were Jesus’ words to Peter? 

Luke 22:32 I have prayed for you, that your faith may not fail; and you, when once you have turned again, 

strengthen your brothers."   

 

Jesus knew he would deny him and that he would struggle with the idea that he could ever go back and join the 

others.  This statement probably didn’t mean much to Peter until after he denied Him.  Many would consider 

themselves having crossed a line from which they could not come back.   

 

“Jesus looked at Peter and Peter went out and wept bitterly.”  At this point what Jesus said would be words 

Peter would forever cling to and cherish.  

 

But Jesus graciously let Peter know that he could recover, and not only that, but he would use him to strengthen 

the brothers.  In Christ, no failure is final.  Let me say it again.  In Christ, no failure is final.  Why? Because 

Jesus was not going to stay in the grave.  He would rise and restore Peter as we will see.   

 

But Peter would, no doubt, from this point forward be a very gracious and understanding leader to others when 

they fell.   

 

Conclusion: You and I desperately need stories like Peters.  They are meant to take people off the pedestal and 

ground us in the reality of our vulnerability and inadequacy apart from Christ.  But they also offer such hope.  

They help us lift our head up when our spirit is broken and grieved when we know we have blown it.   

 

Maybe we realize we have blown up a relationship.  Maybe we realize we have blown it as dad or mother.  

Maybe there has been a moral failure.  Financial irresponsibility and foolishness.  Any of us can step away from 

Jesus and create a real mess for ourselves and others by not following Him, by getting too cocky, to self-

confident or self-reliant.  We can act in human wisdom instead of biblical wisdom, and think we know better 

than our Master.   

 

And there will be consequences.  Bitter and painful consequences sometimes.  But because Christ rose from the 

dead and restores the fallen, we have hope than no failure is final. 


