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Geneva College, Beaver Falls, Pennsylvania. Wednesday afternoon, March 14, the Ides 
of March minus one, 1973.  Bible 310, Comparative Religions.  Continuing the study of 
the religion of the Sikhs and picking it up today at section in the syllabus number 292.   
 
Now let us look to God in prayer.  
 
Oh Lord God, our heavenly Father, once more we acknowledge that it is in you that we 

live and move and have our being, that apart from you we can only falter and fail. We 

know that it is you that has made us and our heart is restless until it rests in you. Help us 

today as we consider this religion of Sikhism that we may understand, but also that we 

may more clearly understand that faith which is in Jesus Christ. Help each one of us and 

if some of us are burdened or weighed down with a load of care or problems, help us to 

commit our way unto the Lord.  Grant your blessing, we pray, upon any who are sick or 

who are anxious or who are sad in the student body or the faculty or who are lonely. We 

give our sins and our failures to the joy and gladness in Christ. We ask for his name’s 

sake. Amen. 
 
All right. Now we are on Sikhism.  
 
We made a little beginning of this last time and with the—and before vacation, of 
course—and we noted this is the only religion in this course that originated in what could 
properly be called modern science. This goes back about 400 years.  That’s really, about 
the time of Christopher Columbus.   
 
When we come to Islam or Mohammedanism this is other religion in the course that is 
younger than Christianity.  Every [?] we study in this course is pre Christian. Islam 
originated with Mohammed who died in the year 632 AD, so it is post Christian. And this 
religion of Sikhism, I guess you could say this is the exception that proves the rule. This 
is really a modern phenomenon which started in fairly modern times. So there are some 
antecedents of this in the...what we would call the Middle Ages.  Some people, some 
Croats and Centrists and so forth felt the weaknesses of Hinduism and were also strongly 
influenced by Mohammedanism or Islam which, at that time, was fairly new in India. 
And this religion is a classic example of syncretism, a package deal.   
 
You see, if one of you fellows marries a girl and you’ve got money and she’s got good 
looks, that’s syncretism. You are getting an ideal package deal.  Or if you are handsome 
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and she’s got money that will do, too. But that would be a kind of a syncretism, putting 
those two together.   
 
And this is a mixed marriage of religions here when it finally comes to focus are 
genderism and Islam which claims to have the good features of both and the bad features 
of neither.  
 
Now I know of some people in India who would say this has the bad features of both and 
the good features of neither. That’s a matter of opinion, you know.  
 
Somebody said, “What’s the difference between a bird with one wing and a bird with 
two?” 
 
It’s a difference of opinion.   
 
Now...see the sharper ones of you will have gotten the point.  A pinion is a wing, right?   
 
Now we will start looking at this at the end of question 491 a fellow named Kabir who 
died in 1518, to tie this in with—it has no connection—but European history of the same 
time, that’s one year after Martin Luther nailed his famous 95 Theses upon the church 
door at Wittenberg, the traditional beginning date of the Reformation in Germany.   This 
man 1440-1518. 
 
He, like the Mohammedans hated idolatry which Hinduism was the...well, idolatry was 
what they had [?] but...and he scorned rituals and pilgrimages that were without 
prosperity and a good life.  In other words he panned the Hindus for a lot of superficial 
hypocrisy that these people were living a self centered and sinful life and thinking they 
could fix it up by obeying [?] or something like this.  
 
Kabir, now he was a monotheist and he said, “You want to get rid of the lost karma? 
That’s what bothering you?  All right. All you need to do this is to get a proper 
perspective and emphasis on the love of God.”  That will clear you from karma.” 
 
The [?]?  Baloney. They are just a set of ancient books and they aren’t any good at all.  
He wrote in the language of his day, not in the dead [?] script which is one reason for his 
success and popularity as a promoter of something. He was attacked by both the [?] and 
the Muslims.  You see here he is in between, kind of springs of death and bring them 
together, but sometimes by both sides, a combination of Hindu and Muslim elements and 
he could then be called ethical monotheism, abyss.  
 
Now he influenced Nanak or Nanak who was the real founder of Sikhism.  And this 
fellow we will take up to 92, the real founder of Sikhism, born 1469, that’s the time 
Christopher Columbus was beginning to dream about sailing west to India, you know, 
and raise a little money for the project.  Thirty miles from Lahore. This is the capital of 
the Punjab, it is, I believe in Pakistan today.  His parents were Hindus of the Merchant 
caste, not the lowest, but not the highest either. There would be above these the Nobles 
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and the Brahmins.   Now there are numerous stories about this man’s youth which Dr. 
North and other writers pronounce as typically legendary.  He is also said to have been a 
poet. That may have been true. That’s like other figure we have noted he had a crisis 
experience that changed his life.   
 
Now just to think back a little bit to Gautama Buddha.  He had the great enlightenment 
under Bodh Tree.  It was following the great enunciation when he looked at his wife and 
baby son and sent them out and left them and rode off and wasn’t heard from for years.  
That was certainly a crisis experience. Now, however, time has dressed up with details 
and pictures it was something that.  
 
And this man Nanak similarly had a crisis experience and you realize that the actual story 
of this may be partly legendary, but on the other hand this could hardly have originated 
[?] something happened that started this man on his new course.   
 
He was stable in the river...now that proves you right there he was no little holy man.  
Couldn’t have been a real holy man taking a bath or a girl in India?  The real holy men 
did not take baths.  This is evidence of the inadequate sanctification to take baths.   
 
He got out of the river and went into a forest and there he is said to have a vision of 
God’s presence and was given a cup of nectar which he drank. 
 
Now what is nectar I ask you?  Well, what is it?  
 
[Voice:]  Some fruit? 
 
Some fruit.  Nectar I believe, properly, is what bees get out of flowers that they make into 
honey.  Ok?  [?] 
 
Now I never heard of anybody drinking a cup of nectar. I guarantee you, if you drink a 
whole cup of honey all at one time you are going to need some Rolaids and Digel all at 
once.  That’s for sure.   
 
Remember, however, this is in a vision and you can do things in a vision that you cannot 
do on his native campus.  Now, a cup of nectar which he drank. And in the vision as he 
told it later God commanded him to go and retreat to the [?] cause others to do so.  And 
the practices commanded were repetition of the name of God, [?], again proving it is no 
holy man religion, washing that is, worship and meditation.  All of these are, let’s say, 
traditional and rather stereotyped good works of many religions. 
 
Now he came out of the forest according to the story and he promptly began to preach a 
message. And the punch line was he repeated interminably was, “There is no Hindu and 
no Muslim.” What do you suppose he meant by that?  There is no Hindu, this in a country 
where there at that time probably 250 million Hindus and 40 million Muslims. And he 
said, “There is no Hindu and there is no Muslim.” 
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Well, this [?] 
 
[Voice:] [?] 
 
Well, it means, of course, there ought not to be.  This is his way of saying this. There 
oughtn’t to be this distinction between Hindus and Muslims.  Quite obviously there was a 
distinction and it was said of the Sikhs that they couldn’t seek from fighting about it.  
 
But this was his message. There is no Hindu and no Muslim.  This is his announcement 
that religion ought to be reduced to a common denominator of these two and he opened a 
campaign aimed at the conversion of India to this, also Persia and Arabia and he called 
the religion of the true name.   
 
All right. This was something new in the time about the year...end of the 1400s AD. 
 
Now he had quite a modern method. He was accompanied by a musician who played a 
Hindu musical instrument.  Let’s say in modern English the guitar.  That’s as good as 
anything. I don’t think it was a guitar or the accordion, probably something like a guitar.  
 
And then this musician would sing and then Nanak would preach.  And he went around 
to places where there would be crowds of people like a fair or some temple holiday where 
he could be sure of a crowd and then he would preach and he couldn’t get many converts 
at each place, but he almost always got some.   
 
Now his costume. What was it and what does this show about him?  What was the 
costume that Nanak wore that spoke a message?  You could see it one block away down 
the street what this man was going to say to you.   
 
Well, can you tell by looking at Americans what they wear whether they are Protestant, 
Catholic or Jewish?  Not ordinarily.  There are Catholic sisters and a Catholic priest may 
wear some kind of costume sometimes, but ordinarily, yeah, what is it? 
 
[Voice:]  Collar? 
 
Well, this came later the seven. But the Mohammedans had one costume and the Hindus 
another.  And they were so separate and felt their identity and distinction from the other 
group so strongly that they wouldn’t wear the same kind of clothes. You would go to a 
Hindu store to buy a Hindu outfit and go to a Mohammedan store to buy a Mohammedan 
outfit.  And so Nanak appears preaching ordinarily that from the waist up he is a Hindu 
and from the waist down he is a Muslim or vice versa. I don’t know which.  But he is 
wearing the costume, a combination deal of these two faiths. So anybody looking at him 
could see—that is, anybody ordinary intelligence like a Geneva student—could see that 
this man is combining two religions here.  That is, that is what he is trying to do.   
 
It is a common [?] system drawn from practices as well as from the doctrines and beliefs 
of these two faiths.  
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Now there is a story about his visit to Arabia which is legendary. I think it is worth 
looking at, though, just for the sake of the story.  You realize that historians seriously 
question whether this really happened.   
 
Until recently this was impossible for a non Muslim to visit Mecca, the central holy 
place, the shrine of Islam in Saudi Arabia. Those that tried it usually didn’t get away from 
Mecca alive.  They Muslims are extremely livid about this.  There was a [?] from Genoa 
who arranged it however. He went to school and learned Arabic and so he could speak it 
fluently.  Then he got converted to Islam and put on an Islamic head...outfit of clothes 
and made the pilgrimage to Mecca and got away with it and got back to Germany and got 
unconverted back to Lutheranism again. It worked quite well. I question the ethics of it, 
though.   
 
Now then I use the same text. Nobody but a Mohammedan could to Mecca. That was the 
rule.  When we get to part of this course on Islam we have an article there by Mohammed 
El Seoski who is the present delegate to the UN from Arabia.  He defends the exclusion 
of non Muslims from Mecca, but to my great amazement last year I had a student in class 
who spoke right up and said she had been to Mecca.  Rory Kellog, that’s the name of the 
girl. Some of you know her. She is a sophomore, junior here in Geneva. She had been to 
Mecca on a tour with other people. 
 
I said, “How close did you get to the central shrine in Mecca? Could you touch it?” 
 
“Well, no, but you could look at it.”   
 
And I’ll pass a picture around about it when we get to it. 
 
So this rule has evidently been somewhat relaxed in more modern times. 
 
Now Nanak planning to combine Islam with Hinduism according to the story made the 
pilgrimage to Mecca and he got in trouble because of his ignorance of or perhaps 
disregard of—intentional, perhaps—disregard of Mohammedan and Arabian customs.  
He went down to sleep with his feet facing the Kaaba or the central shrine which is a big 
white stone that dropped out of the sky in the time of Adam and Eve. That’s what they 
say.   
 
And this was outdoors, you know. It’s a very hot climate. It never rains and, in fact, they 
have never a drop of water. And so he is lying on the sand out there not too far from this 
shrine. A lot of other people are, too. But he his lying with his feet towards this. And 
Arab priests or policeman—I’m not sure which—comes around and says, “Hey, what is 
the matter with you?  What do you mean by sleeping with your feet pointing towards 
God? That’s not the way to sleep. Get your feet positionally oriented.”   
 
And Nanak said, “Oh, sorry.  I didn’t intend anything wrong.  Would you please take 
hold of my feet and pull them around in whatever direction God is not.” 
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Whereupon the cop grabbed a hold of him and pulled him around 180 degrees so his head 
and not his feet were pointing towards the Kaaba as this is their special sacred shrine. 
 
Now this was his way, you see, of saying, “God is everywhere.” And the objective to 
their, oh, somewhat particularistic localization of God in that shrine. 
 
Now Nanak died 1538 and appointed a successor named Angad.  I have more about the 
successors in a minute.   
 
The central doctrine of Nanak’s system is the sovereignty of the one God that created and 
he called this God by two names.  He wished to avoid any particular name for God such 
as Allah or Shiva or what have you. And if any name is to be used with God, if you have 
to use a name for God it should be Hari, meaning the kindly one.  
 
I have a little boy in grade school has learned the Lord’s Prayer after a fashion and he 
said, “Our Father which art in heaven, Harold be thy name.”  Maybe he is the same one 
that was saluting the flag instead of, “one naked individual with liberty and just sticks for 
all.”   No, liberty and justice...liberty and just sticks for all, one naked individual.  
 
Well, Hari, the kindly one, a description of God’s character.   
 
Now then this man was an absolute predestinarian.  Let me tell you John Calvin was a 
rank Arminian compared to this man Nanak.  He was... he put Calvin clear out in the 
shade with his rigid doctrine of predestination.   
 
He also taught that man is the highest of God’s creatures in this world, is to be served by 
and to make use of the lower creatures. This removed the Hindu taboo against meat 
eating. And this sort of harmed Nanak’s influence.  In this line of course initially he was 
inline with the Bible where after the flood God revealed to Noah and his sons that they 
were permitted to eat meat of animals that were rated as clean.  
 
Now, Nanak took part of his system from Hinduism.  From Hinduism he took the 
doctrine of Mayas or illusions. The world is ultimately unreal and this applies to man 
also.  But this is page 237 if you want to look it up in Northrup’s book and see [?] 
diligently.  But...this is not, let’s say, absolute unreality.  This is for the initiated and the 
advanced thinker. The ordinary person still lives in the world as it seems to be.  
 
He also retained the Hindu doctrine of reincarnation and its corollary, the law of karma. 
You know, karma is works.  This is your accumulated record and that of previous 
existences. And he said, “How do you get karma?” This doesn’t just come from robbing 
the bank and killing people, you get karma from living apart from God.  I think we 
should note this maybe.  A [?] of sin is identified with certain particularly, oh, bad [?] and 
predicted in the Bible for getting God is rendered one of the worst things. You read psalm 
50. “Consider this, ye that forget God.”  It’s about right here in pieces and there will be 
none that deliver.  This is living as if there were no God.  
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Now this man taught, Nanak, that forgetting God is, say, one of the greatest of sins, living 
apart from God. 
 
And if you want to get bad karma cleared away and get enough good karma you keep on 
repeating the name of God, the true name, not Hari, now, the true name. And this [?] 
eventually give fortune in the being of God.  This is similar to Hinduism, Nirvana, 
salvation is individuality extinguishing [?] into the divine being.  [?] the all. 
 
Nanak modified the Muslim emphasis on God’s transcendence and held [?] the Hindu 
idea of God’s [?] which verges on and constantly kept slipping over into downright 
pantheism. 
 
Now, some of his attitudes toward Hindu and Muslim ceremonies and practices, he 
pronounced them all, without exception, worthless and ineffective in comparison with the 
mere repetition of God’s name.   
 
The ethical character of early Sikhism has been called Quietism, it is with also Pacifism.  
This is quite amazing because as Sikhs became the most militant people in Asia after a 
few generations.  There is no fighting [?] in the Sikhs today.  They [?] for their rights. 
There is no nonsense. But originally Quietists and Pacifists. This continued down to the 
fourth Guru [?].   
 
Now, this has a certain resemblance to the Society of Friends or the Quakers. I don’t want 
to malign the Quakers who are honest people and have an honorable history. However, 
they have tended towards Quietism.  Yes, I’m recalling a Whittier poem about the 
brewing of Soma 
 
Let’s see. How does it go?   
 
Breathe through the heats of our desire  
Thy coolness and Thy balm;  
Let sense be dumb, let flesh retire;  
Speak through the earthquake, wind, and fire,  
O still, small voice of calm! 
 
Drop Thy still dews of quietness,  
Till all our strivings cease;  
Take from our souls the strain and stress,  
And let our ordered lives confess  
The beauty of Thy peace. 
 
Now, please note Christianity does not honor [?].  “In the world you shall have 
tribulation. Be of good cheer. I have overcome the world.” It promises ultimate freedom 
from sin and stress, but the promise is if you are not a Christian you are at peace with the 
world and at war with God.  If you become a Christian you become at peace with God. 
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And that automatically means you are [?] and anyways at war with the world. But there is 
wrong in the world around you. 
 
Now Quakerism tended towards this kind of an attitude which might be called in general 
a non reaction to what is evil, non reaction.  [?] a Quaker who was pining for some non 
conformities in the parish church. It is something...it goes and [?] and smiles and goes 
home and doesn’t get upset about it.   
 
He doesn’t argue about it.  He doesn’t try to do anything about.  He just pays the fine and 
goes home.  Non reaction. 
 
And in the early history of this country, about 1800 and after, it is in the 1820s there was 
a sect in New England called the Quietists.  The man was Upham—U-P-H-A-M.  This 
was the leader of this.  And these people held a similar [?] to Nanak’s view of quietism, 
non reaction.  They had a hymn that I can quote you a verse. I can’t sing it to you, but I 
can say it to you.  
 
Lay your deadly doing down, down at Jesus' feet 
Doing is a deadly thing ; Doing ends in death 
 
I [?] you can put it out of Christian sentiment. 
 
Now, of course, if somebody is doing something and thinking they are [?] of salvation 
and paying for it by this, they are laid down.   
 
Somebody said, “Let go and let God.” 
 
On the other hand, suppose you are a Christian.  Isn’t it true a faith without works is 
dead?  But the Quietists said, “Nothing doing. Lay your deadly doing down,” you see. 
“Let go and let God and you don’t have to do anything. Good works? Phooey.” 
 
And at the German Reformation in Europe in the early part of the...in the middle part of 
the 1500s there was a wild fanatical lunatic fringe sect of protestants that got the notion 
that good works were not only unnecessary for salvation, but part of the way injurious to 
the Christian life and the spiritual and emancipated Christian will take care to avoid 
having any. And good works are positively injurious to the Christian life. 
 
Martin Luther said of those people, “Their damnation is just.”  That was his candid 
comment on them. 
 
Now Nanak was something like that. This is not a reaction. It is quietude. It is you recite 
the name of God. You don’t go out to try to reform the injustices in society or anything 
like that.  It’s just...it’s a form of doing nothing in order to get the peace and quiet that 
comes with salvation.   
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Now the fifth guru was a man named Arjan and after him in 1606 AD Sikhism became 
[?]. This is partly on account of a change of his attitude on the part of the Mohammedan 
authorities in this part of India. They lived in a part of India where the Mohammedans ran 
the country, Punjab or Pakistan today, northward.   
 
And, you see, in the very early days of Sikhism there weren’t enough of them to bother 
with.  But this was increasing and becoming popular and drawing people to it and it 
became important. So the Muslim authorities began to sit up and take notice.  And so 
this...what began as put the screws on and persecute them.   
 
Now a little more about this man Arjan, the sixth guru, the...he is the fifth guru. He built a 
beautiful artificial lake and a golden temple on it at a place called Amristar.  And he had 
it compiled with Sikh Bibles called the Granth—G-R-A-N-T-H—and it is a collection of 
Sikh hymns.  
 
This golden temple, if you please, was...it’s there today and you can go and see it.  And 
there is fabulous wealth in gold.  This isn’t gold plating the gold building. It is 
simply...simply plastered through with real gold.  Why doesn’t anybody steal it?  Well, in 
the first place it was terrific taboo. If you would like to hell fast go and steal some of that 
gold. But apart from that it is on a lake, on an island and there is only way to get to it by a 
narrow causeway and in more modern times they have guarded it day and night.  So the 
temple at Amristar is there. People take pictures of it and some of the color pictures in 
magazines  and beautiful and just fortunes of real gold in it and on it. 
 
Now then Arjan was tortured to death by a Mohammaden [?] who charged him with 
political conspiracy.  Whether this charge was true or not is not known.  But he was 
tortured to death and before he breathed his last he commanded his son Hargobind that 
they would have no more of this business. You get an army organized to defend our 
people.  So there is to be no more quietism, no more pacifism. It hasn’t worked. We have 
got to have an army and we have got to stand up for our rights. 
 
So then he died and left it to Hargobind.  Now Hargobind (1606-1645) assembled around 
himself an armed body guard. He built the first Sikh stronghold. He recruited thousands 
of Sikhs for military service.  And where did he get the money for all this? Well, all he 
needed to was chip a little bit off that temple. There was lots left behind and this was a 
national reserve that they could draw on. 
 
The [?] became more hostile because the Sikhs now had a capital a temple and an army 
and a national [?].  Now that his Hargobind. It comes down to the 10th guru, about 1700, 
the 10th guru Gobind Singh. This man made Sikhism what it is today.  He was [?].  He [?] 
military security to the Sikhs and wrote hymns and songs that were of such a nature as to 
stir up to heroism and military courage and to counteract the Quietism and Pacifism of 
some of the earlier ones. In particular he reproduced the baptism of the sword.  This was 
open to anybody in India or anywhere else wanted to do this they could take the baptism 
of the sword and this changed you from being a Sikh to a Singh.  This was the elite 
among the Sikhs.   
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Every Singh is a Sikh, but not every Sikh is a Singh. [?] who have taken the baptism of 
the sword. Every one of them has got the Singh in the name.  And they go around Islam 
and they say their names are different people who would be [?] Singh and [?] Singh and 
Toko Singh and so forth.  They all had the name Singh in their name somewhere.  
 
Now this baptism of the sword [?] emotions, the real story of the origin of the baptism of 
the sword. This man Gobind Singh was having a big outdoor convocation of his 
adherents and supporters and he had a little tent there for his own headquarters and he 
came out and spoke to this immense crowd of probably a good many thousand people. He 
said he wanted five volunteers to enroll and to give their life for their faith.  
 
Immediately five men stepped forward and he said, “I want them to come into my tent 
one by one.” 
 
So the first one went in and shut the tent flap again. This was followed by a most awful 
scream and [?]. And the people outside thought, “Well, he is giving his life for his faith.  
He is being stabbed to death.” 
 
And Gobind Sikh came to the fifth boy with a bloody dripping sword, a dagger and said, 
“I want another.” So another one went in. This again followed by this awful screaming.  
And another and another. So all five have gone in.   
 
And then he finally opened the tent door and all five of them came out alive. He had 
killed five pigs or sheep, I’m not sure which, probably five pigs which is what had made 
the terrible screams and so forth, these animals crying out in pain and terror as they were 
being stabbed and stabbed to death. 
 
But, you see, none of these men knew when they were going in there that they were 
going to get out alive.  So he...they had proved by this test that they could take it.   
 
How badly you wanted to become a student in Geneva College would it be a good thing 
to have a test like this?  So let’s say a member of the covenantal church [?] 
 
Well, I think not. 
 
But anyway, the baptism of the sword means they had an iron basin filled with sweetened 
water and sword was dipped in that and then you were touched on the sword the head of 
the person concerned. And this made him a Singh.  He was a member of the inner circle 
of the Sikhs.   
 
Now the first [?] absolutely committed to the faith and promotion of Sikhism.  The five 
things.  I can tell you what the five deeds are, the requirements for honorary [?] degree. 
Five Bs: borrow, bifocals, bridge, bulge and billiards.  That’s the...at least I’ve heard that.   
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But the five Ks of Sikhism what are they?  Well, these are five things that no Sikh will be 
without, be without these [?].   
 
Long hair...in the original language that these people spoke, every one of them, of course, 
begins with a K. That is why they are called the Five Ks.  Long hair, a comb, short, 
Bermuda short pants; steel bracelets and a steel dagger.  Long hair, comb, short pants or 
shorts, steel bracelet and a steel dagger. This long hair is [?] had a very carefully braided 
and curled and then a turban on top.  It took them quite a while to fix their hair every day. 
This is instead of a chore [?] of your religion.   
 
And Gobind Sikh opened the membership and baptism of the sword to all people with out 
restrictions of caste.  Large numbers of people in India flocked to him in his movement, 
especially from the lower castes.  They had everything to gain and nothing to lose by 
becoming a Sikh. And that [?] from shrinking, crimson untouchables and timid low caste 
men into free and fearless foes to take over the best in the world,  Perfectly amazing what 
your mental attitude can do to you.  
 
In all was it possible for a student to do poorly in Geneva because he or she has an 
inferiority complex?  Isn’t that true, Mr. Price?  Well, I shouldn’t name the names, but 
[?].  Sure. I read of a teacher in grade school that had some pupils that weren’t doing very 
well and she decided to try it out. For one month she gave each of them one grade higher 
than they had earned. If they got a C she gave them a B.  And after that they felt so much 
better and just so much better that they just went on getting the higher grades fair and 
square.  So we’ll try that in this course.   
 
Well, I read that the [?] won’t allow it.  We’ll see. 
 
Well, anyhow, these people who could not lift their head up and look anybody in the 
face, who were shrinking and cringing and inferiority complex, living untouchables, 
straightened up and looked people in the eye and they became the best soldiers and the 
forward people in Asia, easily the best.   
 
Now something about the customs of the Sikhs.  They refrained strictly and absolutely 
from alcohol and tobacco.  Neither one of these will they touch.  They have given up the 
Hindu vegetarianism and [?]. This gives them a better balanced diet than Hindus have.  
Sikhs can get a balanced diet on vegetarian foods alone, but it takes some doing.  
Otherwise you don’t get enough protein. But the Sikhs have no inhibitions about eating 
meat. They ate it freely.  And they...this immediately gave them a better physique than 
the Hindus that they were derived from had had.   
 
Clean living, an all around balanced diet giving [?], the enthusiasm of a confident faith 
gave them courage in battle, confident and independent living gave them direction.   
 
Now I mentioned already the difference between Sikhs and Singhs.  Most of the Sikhs 
today are Singhs. The Singhs outnumber the older type of Sikhs who have not take the 
baptism of the sword. The non Sikhs...the non Singhs, rather, are called Nanak [?] or 



Page 12 of 15 

 

followers of Nanak’s past.  And they have a variety of sects of different degrees of [?]. 
Bu the real out and out genuine McCoy Sikhs are all Singhs.   
 
Now there was war between the Sikhs and the Muslims and the Sikhs were outnumbered 
many fold by the Muslims so it is no wonder that the Muslims won for a while.  
 
Gobind Singh was the last guru. He told the Sikhs that after his death they would never 
have another guru that began...this bible of theirs would be their guru. And this bible, 
again, is quite something. This is kept in the golden temple of Armistar and it is 
worshipped as if it were a divine being.   
 
Now some people evangelical Christians bibliolaters.  Any bibliolaters in here? Anybody 
worship the Bible?   
 
Well, I have been called a bibliolater and told that I have a paper pope, not the pope in 
Rome, but a paper pope, bibiolatry.  I don’t think anybody ever caught me down on my 
knees to bow my head on the floor in front of the printed Bible, but they called a 
bibliolater because we believe in the infallible Word of God, you see.   
 
Now I don’t think that is a fair charge against Christians.  I doubt very much that you 
could find very many people that know anything that are really bibliolaters.  But about 
the Sikhs it certainly is true.  
 
In the first place this Ganth or this scripture that Gobind Singh had compiled, this is 
sacred that they can’t even look at it except covered up. They have a copy of it which 
they use in their temple.  It is written in a series of [?] antique languages that almost 
nobody can read today.   
 
You know, when Hirohito, the emperor of Japan in 1945 in August went on the air to 
announce that Japan had unconditionally surrendered to Britain, France, Canada and the 
Americans and so on, he spoke in a classical Japanese that nobody could understand. It 
was several hours before the broadcasting organization in Japan had a translation of it 
that could be understood by the ordinary Japanese.  [?]  as Beowulf is for English spoken 
today.  It is sad reading Beowulf, but [?] English not in Anglo Saxon [?], but [?] and it 
was worshiped as the divine being.  They had it on a throne. They would cover it up at 
night and uncover it in the morning address prayers to it. 
 
It is a little like the Hindu worship of the wife worshipping her husband’s big toe.  Do 
you remember that?  [?] bow to it and adore it and so forth.  Well, they worship the 
Granth this way [?] ok. 
 
Now since the time of Gobind Singh the Sikhs began to win battles. They finally 
dominated the Punjab which is now Pakistan. The British, 1845to 1845 tried to conquer 
them. This was the time that... 
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...the Sikhs struggled bravely, but in 1849 they gave it up and surrendered to the British 
and gave Queen Victoria as a pledge of loyalty the Kohinoor diamond. The Sikhs came to 
respect the British and they never broke faith with them.  Most of them [?] maybe that 
had something to do with it.   
 
When the Indian [?] broke up, this was the revolutionary movement in India in 1859, the 
Sikhs sided with the British and helped put this down and did much to save India for the 
British Empire. And Britain awarded the Sikhs. They had been given [?] Punjab the 
official position. As long as there was a British Empire in the Far East the Sikhs had a lot 
of the good jobs, so they were constabulary and police officers and special guards and so 
forth. They were well paid and absolutely dependable on the British [?].   
 
Now as Hong Kong, Shanghai, Burma and Singapore and [?] will remember the Sikhs.  
[?] about six and a half feet high and he has a big turban on top of that. He looks like he 
owned the continent of Asia.  This would be a bold motorist that would dare to challenge 
his signals [?] air of confidence and authority that demands respect.  That’s the Sikhs. 
 
Now the Kohinoor diamond. This word means “mountain of light.”  What I am going to 
read you now—we have just enough time for it—was prepared by [?] course, Mrs. Ruth 
[?] of Elwood City. I want [?].  Is anyone here from Elwood?  Do you know Mrs. Berg? 
Do you know Dr. [?]?  This is a high class jewelry store. Let me tell you, they specialize 
in diamond rings. And I think [?]. But if you are in the market for a diamond ring.  
 
But [?] Jewelry is a high class place and comparable to Tiffany’s on Fifth Avenue in New 
York. They have a big velvet triple [?] cloth and one silver bracelet in the middle of that.  
It’s really got class.  But she was a member of this course and was very, very interested in 
this because she owned this jewelry store.  And she researched this up and read about it 
and I have read it to every class since then. This is about 10, 12 years ago that she took 
this course. 
 
The Kohinoor Diamond, mountain of light. The weight 186 carats originally. Any of you 
gals have a diamond ring that weighs 186 carats?  How much does an ordinary one that a 
Geneva student by careful thrift for a year or two could buy it for his girl?   
 
Mr. Price?  How many carats.  Three-eighths of a carat. All right. This one weighs 186.  
It was, however, in an odd shape and after it was recut 108 carats. Value at the time it 
was recut—it would be much more today--$700,000.   
 
Now this is the history of the Kohinoor. The first historical reference to this stone appears 
in the memoirs of Sultan Babur, the Indians who founded the Mogul dynasty in India and 
wrote under [?] 1526.  Time of Martin Luther.  For many generations the diamond had 
been in the possession of the family of the Raja of Malwa.  In 1504 it was taken from 
them by the Sultan Ala [?] a Mohammedan.  It was among the [?] or presents given to [?] 
who had befitted the Raja of [?] in Hindu, but had no wish to plunder or abuse him or his 
clan. 
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In 1504 it was again in the possession of the Raja of Malwa.  It passed through 
inheritance through the long arm of powerful mogul [?] in the 1500 and 1600s.   
 
Always a symbol of power the possession of the Kohinoor was coveted by sons and 
brothers of these emperors and has continuous and bloody strife for succession to the 
throne. When [?] of Persia, a Mohammedan, invaded India, in fact Delhi [?] in 1739, he 
searched in vain for the Kohinoor. He was looking for it. It was not one eye of the 
peacock in the peacock throne although he carried off the throne just to make sure.   
 
But at last a lady in the harem of the king of Delhi gave away the secret. [?] take note. 
When you have a harem and more than one wife [?].   
 
A lady in the harem of the king of Delhi gave away the secret. The diamond was 
concealed in the folds of the king’s turban. It was considered a gesture of the greatest 
friendship to refuse turbans for the guests. So the king of Delhi could not refuse when the 
king of Persia made the offer and thus, the Kohinoor passed to him.   
 
And [?] he was a [?].  held fast to the stone in spite of persecution, [?] poured on his head, 
his eyes being put out.  He was eventually restored to power and thus arose the old 
saying, “sovereignty rests with the Kohinoor.” 
 
When the Shah [?] died the diamond passed into the hand of the [?] dynasty by way of [?] 
who had come to the aid of this weak, blind son of his former beloved master, [?] king of 
Persia. 
 
[?] 
 
The descendants of the [?] dynasty possessed the Kohinoor yet were [?] had their eyes 
pierced by the lance and so one of them [?] fled to the court of the Sikhs [?] of the 
Punjab. 
 
Although [?] Singh had many precious stones, magnificent emeralds, the Kohinoor 
diamond haunted him so that his [?] demanded the diamond and would not [?] 
substitution of a topaz.  And finally he saved the Kohinoor.  One is his turban and as an 
amulet the diamond was heavily guarded day and night when he traveled.  He died in 
1839. The Kohinoor remained in the Lahore jewel chambers until 1849 when the Punjab 
was annexed to the British Empire. It was then presented to Queen Victoria by the last 
rulers of [?] as a sign of submission and the pledge of loyalty that has never been 
violated. 
 
When the Indian mutiny broke out, the Singhs of [?] rushed to the British colors and 
helped save India for the British crown. The crown rewarded him. All over the east they 
were the favorite constabulary of the British colonial power.  
 
The Kohinoor is set in the central cross of the crown of the Queen of England, specially 
designed for Queen Mary in 1911 with centuries of [?] that he who owned the Kohinoor 
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ruled the world despite the fact that its possession and danger delights the possession of 
its owner unless the owner be a woman.  
 
Perhaps it is for this reason that the Kohinoor is set in the crown of the Queen of 
England. 
 
All right. We will stop at that point for today.  


