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John 6: 15-21; “Jesus Walking on the Sea”, Sermon # 38 in the series – 
“That All May Honor the Son”, Delivered by Pastor Paul Rendall, 

on April 2nd, 2017, in the Morning Worship Service. 
 

 
This incident has been mentioned before, over in Matthew 14 and Mark chapter 6, and a number 
of the details which were mentioned there, are left out of this account that we have here.  The 
reason that this incident was recorded again for us here, by John, is because he wanted to impart 
to us a few other lessons besides those which Matthew and Mark have given to us.  The 4 gospels 
were not given so that we might find ways in which they seem to contradict each other.  They 
were given to us so that we might come to understand each man’s unique perspective of the 
truth about Jesus and His disciples.  The truths which each man wrote down have lessons for us 
which will feed and strengthen our souls.  If we carefully look at this account we will find lessons 
and applications that we did not find in the others.  They are meant to complement each other, 
and to add to what we already know.   
       But the Lord would have us to learn in this passage, once again, how much in control He is, 
of nature and of the details of our lives; how much we need to understand that He is going to 
help us on to a greater faith, a greater trust of Him, when we are in difficult circumstances.  
Therefore, it will be good for us to study this passage which I have just read to you now.  The 
emphasis on the verses before us is upon the Lord Jesus Himself, and what He did after He fed 
the five thousand.  1st of all – He departed again to a mountain by Himself alone.  2nd – He 
walked on the sea.  And 3rd – He calmed the fears of the disciples in the storm.  Let’s think about 
these profound but practical truths and pray to learn the lessons that Jesus would teach us from 
what He was teaching His disciples.   
1st of all – Jesus departed again to a mountain by Himself alone. (verses 14-17) 
       Verse 14 says: “Then those men, when they had seen the sign that Jesus did, said, ‘This is 
truly the Prophet who is to come into the world.”  “Therefore when Jesus perceived that they 
were about to come and take Him by force to make Him king, He departed again to the 
mountain by Himself alone.”  Now, this is a new piece of information that is not found in the 
other gospels; that the multitudes, and specifically those 5,000 men who had seen Jesus do this 
miracle of feeding them all, with five loaves and two fish, wanted to make Him king.  They had 
seen what He had done, and they reasoned to themselves that He was the promised Messiah, the 
Prophet who was to come into the world.  And they were intent on making Him king.   They fully 
believed that He would be able to bring them out from under the yoke of the Roman rule which 
they were under.   If He had fed them once, He could supply the whole army that would be 
mustered to go to war against the Romans.   They did not understand what their Messiah would 
come to do, when He came into the world. 
       They did not at all understand the mission that the Lord Jesus was on; that He had come 
into the world to teach them to believe in Him as a Savior and Lord.  But He knew that their 
thoughts and purposes could not stand; to believe in Him as a political conquering king.  
Certainly He had the power to immediately set up His kingdom and reign over the Jews and the 
whole world.  But this would not fulfill the purposes of God for the salvation of sinners and their 
learning the ways of the Lord.  He knew that He was going to need to humble Himself to the 
point of death for their sakes; the death of the cross.  He knew that the greatest need for the 
multitudes was for Him to teach them their great need to believe in Him.  He knew that they did 
not know that He had come, so that He could purchase grace for sinful men; to have their sinful 
and hard hearts changed.  But He knew that if He did pray and teach them by the power of the 
Spirit that, by His grace, He would then become unto them, the spiritual bread of life.  And when 
they partook of Him by faith, and received His words, they would be saved from their sins and 
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have the grace of eternal life in their souls.  Most of these 5,000 men did not understand this, 
and so it says “He sent the multitudes away and He made His disciples get into a boat and go 
before Him to the other side of the lake, to Bethsaida.   
       I think that it is possible that the disciples themselves were caught up in this movement of 
sharing in the excitement and enthusiasm of the 5,000 men who wanted Jesus to be made their 
king.  They wanted Him to become a political leader who would deliver them from all their 
enemies.  It was no doubt their hope, that the Lord Jesus would lead them as their general; that 
He would be at the head of a great army of soldiers, and that He would help them on to victory; 
to be a great theocratic nation once again.  They had seen His power to do miracles, and so why 
not think big about what Jesus could do for them?  And this is why Jesus felt that it was 
necessary that He should send his apostles on ahead of Himself across the lake, and why He 
stayed back.  He wanted to get alone, and go up on the mountain again to pray, as it says in 
Matthew and Mark.  He needed to pray for Himself and He needed to pray for them.  The Lord 
knew that He needed to withdraw from them for a time so that they might come to better 
understand.  He very much needed this time alone to pray and to commune with God in terms of 
all that He would attempt to teach them.   
       Why is it that so many Christians think that if we politically gain the power to have someone 
representing us in government, a person who is sympathetic to Biblical truth, that they then 
begin to think that all will necessarily be well with the Church of Jesus Christ?  This is not the 
kind of kingdom that Jesus came to bring.  His kingdom is not of this world, and if it was of this 
world, His servants would fight to establish it.  But let us understand that Christ’s kingdom is 
most surely and primarily spiritual, and His object is to conquer by grace in men’s hearts.  And 
once He has conquered a heart, He then knows that there is still very much that He needs to 
teach them.  Each and every disciple must be taught by their Lord about living by faith and living 
righteously.  This is why having a good king or a good President is simply not enough.  We 
ourselves; those who would be good citizens, must have good hearts.  If enough people are 
converted to Jesus Christ, and are earnest and desirous to learn His ways, then society will 
surely change for the better, and good laws can be enacted, and with God’s blessing godly people 
can be put into public office.   
       God is certainly able to make wars to cease to the ends of the earth (Psalm 46) and to see 
Christ’s Kingdom set up in a greater way than it is now among the nations.  I myself believe that 
the Bible teaches that this will happen someday.  He could do this in a very short time if that is 
His purpose.  But let us not get too excited about being popular with the people of the world in a 
day when not that many are being converted to Christ.   Jesus does do great miracles, but His 
working in its greatest effects is seen in the changing of the people’s hearts; to worship God 
through His Son, and on the basis of His finished work of redemption and His on-going work by 
the Holy Spirit, to serve God in accordance with the all the truth of the Bible, in righteousness.  
This is the reality of the kingdom of God and the kingdom of Christ in the world today.   
       I believe that what Jesus was praying for, when He went up on the mountain again, was for 
His disciples to be able to recognize how they could go through difficult situations, and have 
their faith grow.  He knew that He would have to attempt to show his apostles the truth about 
what they would have to face in the future, in their lives and ministries. And we should 
understand that it is what the Church has often had to face, down through the centuries of her 
history; that is, unexpected difficulties; what to do when it does not appear to us that the Lord 
knows or understands what we are going through, and we even experience storms of opposition 
to the preaching of the truth of the gospel, and have trouble being able to live out our Christian 
life in the public arena.  God’s purposes and plans are much greater than our purposes and 
plans.  He wants to bring us to the place where we pray – “Lord show me Your ways”.    
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       With God, the advance of Christ’s kingdom is not simply a matter of power.  God has always 
had the power to force unbelieving people to bow the knee to His Son if He wanted to do so.  But 
He has a deeper purpose that is not apparent to every Christian.   It is to bring each Christian to 
the place where they understand how to deal with the fears of their  own hearts by His grace; to 
learn to think about the fact that God’s ways are not your ways, and His thoughts are not your 
thoughts, and to realize that each of us has a lot to learn about how God does things, and what 
He expects from us in the process.  And so, Jesus sent his disciples on before Him, knowing 
what they would encounter; knowing what He wanted to teach them, and knowing that He 
would come to their aid at the right time in order to accomplish His purpose, to teach them to 
trust in Him.   This is why He needed to be alone for a while, to think about how He would come 
and help them and manifest Himself to them, and this is why He prayed.   
       In verse 16 it says – “Now when evening came, His disciples went down to the sea, got into 
the boat, and went over the sea toward Capernaum.”  “And it was already dark, and Jesus had 
not come to them.”  Let me say that this is sometimes how it is for the disciple of Jesus Christ.  
He has given each of us His commandments and oftentimes we even know what tasks He has 
assigned to us.  He expects us to go about to fulfill our spiritual responsibilities, even though we 
may not sense His presence; even though we might feel very much alone, and even if it is dark in 
our experience of what is happening around us, and the situation that we are coming into.   It 
was already dark, our text says, and Jesus had not come to them.  In Mark’s gospel it says that 
when Jesus was up on the mountain praying, and they were now rowing in the midst of the sea, 
that “He saw them straining at rowing, for the wind was against them”.  O that we 
might remember that even though Jesus is now in heaven, that He sees very clearly what we are 
involved with, and whether we are trying to do what He has commanded us to do.   He sees 
when we are straining to fulfill our God-given tasks.  He sees the oppositions that we face and 
the danger we may be in.  And He knows when He will come to help us, and how He will 
manifest His help to us.    
2nd – Let’s think together for a few moments about Jesus as He walked on the sea.   
       Verse 18 says – “Then the sea arose because a great wind was blowing.”  “So when they had 
rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and drawing near the boat; 
and they were afraid.”  Mark’s gospel says that Jesus waited until the fourth watch of the night 
before He came to them, walking on the sea.  And they thought that He would have passed them 
by.  The 4th watch is from 3 a.m. to sunrise!   This is really quite an amazing thought, is it not?  
The apostles have been straining at the oars for hours just trying to make it across the lake, and 
Jesus comes out walking the 3 to 4 miles on the stormy sea as though for Him it is leisurely 
stroll!  They at first thought that they were seeing a ghost, it says in Mark 6: 49, and they cried 
out, for they saw Him and were troubled.  Here in John it says that they were afraid.   It is 
amazing how easily we can misconceive our greatest mercies to be something that we should be 
terrified of.   Here Jesus had come to demonstrate to them His power over all creation, over all 
forces of nature; He had come to deliver them from all their fears, and they thought that He was 
a ghost!  
       But they should have known and should have realized that it was Him, much sooner I think, 
than they did.  Sometimes we find, as we read the gospels that the hearts and minds of the 
disciples played tricks on them; so that they could not believe that the Lord Jesus was standing 
right before them when He revealed Himself to them on the day of His resurrection.  They could 
not believe that  He was there right there in their midst in that time of their greatest sorrow and 
sadness!  You remember that when the two on the road to Emmaus returned to Jerusalem after 
their encounter with Jesus on the road and when He revealed Himself to them when they went 
in to dine with them, He took bread and broke it, and their eyes were opened to who it was who 
had walked with them?   They immediately returned to Jerusalem and related these things to the 
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disciples; and as they were doing so, Jesus Himself suddenly stood in their midst and said to 
them, “Peace, to you.”  And it says in the next verse – “But they were terrified and frightened, 
and supposed they had seen a spirit.”  “And He said to them, ‘Why are you troubled?”  “And why 
do doubts arise in  your hearts?”  “Does a spirit have flesh and bones as you see that I have?”  
They had thought that He was a spirit, even then, when He was standing right before them.   
        I believe that even in this storm with the high winds, they should have been able to have 
recognized that is was their it was their Lord who was coming to them.   Jesus came to them very 
calmly, very deliberately, much more sure in His steps than any ghostly or ghastly spirit would 
have come!   This leads me to say that we ought to remember, in the times of our trouble and our 
fears, that our Lord Jesus in His Deity is the One who through whom all things were made.   And 
He is the One who is continually upholding all things by the word of His power; even you, dear 
Christian.  Jesus saw the trouble that His disciples were having on the sea.  He saw the tempest, 
He knew that His Father had ordained this storm so that His care and power, His love and 
mercy, could be shown to His disciples.  Will you not remember this, dear Christian?  Every 
difficult and troublesome situation in which you might be tempted to be afraid, has been 
ordained for you to experience, so that you might come to know the reality of Christ’s strength, 
and power coming to you; to calm your heart, in the midst of the tumultuous sea of disturbing 
and troublesome circumstances!   
       And yet, I know too, that often times when we come into situations where we do not 
understand the providence of God, and we do not understand why He does not immediately give 
us a sense of His presence; even so, we should know that He cares for us.  Will we still question 
His allowing us to go through our trial, when we have so little conscious sense of His presence, 
help, or blessing?  Perhaps we will, but He would build your faith, dear Christian, so that you are 
a more courageous person in a holy sense.  Listen to Job chapter 9, verse 4.  “God is wise in 
heart and mighty in strength.”  “Who has hardened himself against Him and prospered?”  “He 
removes the mountains, and they do not know when He overturns them in His anger: He shakes 
the earth out of it place, and its pillars tremble; He commands the sun, and it does not rise: He 
seals off the stars; He alone spreads out the heavens, and treads on the waves of the sea; He 
made the Bear, Orion, and the Pleiades, and the chambers of the south; He does great things 
past finding out, yes, wonders without number.”  “If He goes by me, I do not see Him; If He 
moves past, I do not perceive Him; If He takes away, who can hinder Him?”   Yes, that was the 
way that Job experienced God when he was in the midst of his trial.  And sometimes I am sure 
that this is the way that the believer in Christ in these New Testament times, may feel during the 
midst of the storm of their trial.  But –  
3rd -  He calmed the fears of the disciples in this storm.  
       Verses 20 and 21 say: “But He said to them, “It is I; do not be afraid.”  “Then they willingly 
received Him into the boat, and immediately the boat was at the land where they were going.”  
What was it that calmed the fears of the disciples?  It was the voice of their Lord speaking to 
them and saying – “I is I, do not be afraid.”  How easily we fall into fear, when we should be 
instructing ourselves, by all that Jesus has shown us already of Himself, that it is He coming to 
help us, and really will be able to deliver us from all our fears.  Jesus went to prayer on the 
mountain before He came out on the sea, but did these men betake themselves to prayer when 
they were in this storm and in the midst of the sea?  Perhaps they did, but when they saw Jesus, 
first off, they thought that he was a ghost!  Sometimes the Lord Himself must speak peace to 
those who are fearful, so that they will understand that it is Him.   
       In verse 20 of our text, Jesus says: “It is I; do not be afraid.”  In Matthew and Mark, Jesus 
says, “Be of good cheer; it is I, do not be afraid.”  O how much the Lord Jesus wants you to be a  
cheerful person; to see His control over all the forces of nature, and that He even knows 
everything that will make for your cheerful submission to His leading you into certain difficult 
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situations where He knows that your faith will be tried!  If He came to these disciples on the 
storm-tossed sea, then can He not come to your spirit when it is troubled?  Most certainly He 
can.  And perhaps there will be times when you think that it is something bad that is happening 
to you, when actually, it is Lord who has come to help you.  But no one but Jesus will tell you to 
be of good cheer in such situations.  Let us remember this passage when we are in such difficult 
situations, lest we find ourselves despairing of life when we go through great difficulties.  “It is 
I,” He says.  “Do not be afraid.” 
       “Jesus!” “What a help in sorrow!”   “While the billows o’er me roll, even when my heart is 
breaking, He my comfort, helps my soul.”  “Jesus!”  “What a Guide and Keeper!”  “While the 
tempest still is high, Storms about me, night o’ertakes me, He my pilot, hears my cry.”  
“Hallelujah!”  “What a Savior!”  “Hallelujah!”  “What a Friend!”  “Saving, helping, keeping, 
loving, He is with me to the end.”  Hymn # 432 in the Trinity Hymnal 
       Well, the disciples may have thought that it was going to be their last night on earth that 
night, but it turned out to be to them,  a great demonstration of the power of Christ over all the 
greatest powers of nature.  And He did this in order to convince them that He knew all about 
their troubles.  He  was causing them to understand that with Him as their Master, Savior, Lord, 
and Friend, all would be well with their souls.  How is it with you dear Christian?  Are you 
convinced that Jesus sees and knows all about Your troubles?  Are you convinced that He is able 
to intervene and help you?  Do you see that He wants you to continue to keep up your faith in 
Him, even when it seems as though He is passing by and won’t get into the boat with you?   This 
is the way that it seemed for the disciples; it is not the way that it would be.   For it says in our 
text – “Then they willingly received Him into the boat, and immediately the boat was at the land 
where they were going.”  How the Lord did this; moving them all to the land immediately upon 
His entering the boat, I cannot say.  But I know that He was certainly capable of it.  And it is 
certain that somehow He really did it. And so too, each of us who is believing in Him for eternal 
life, needs to know that He is capable of bringing us to our desired haven; to heaven, our desired 
destination, the very moment after we die, as well.  He knows how to do all things well.  And so, 
will you not trust in Him during those moments of your greatest distresses and your greatest 
fears, that He will come and help you?  This is the lesson that each of us must learn in order to 
be able to glorify God in the most difficult situations of our lives.   


