
 
 
 

SERMON OUTLINE 
Ephesians 1:8b-10 

 
 
4. Resulting in the revelation of the mystery of His will (v. 8b) 
 
 a. Through His wisdom and insight (v. 8b) 
 
 b. To unite all things in Christ (vs. 9a, 10b, c) 
   
  1)   According to His kind intention (v. 9b,c) 
   
  2)   In His time (v. 10a) 
 
  3)   Things both in heaven and earth (v.10b) 
 
 

  
  



 BIBLE DISCUSSION GROUP STUDY QUESTIONS 
 

In preparation for Sunday, April 2, 2017       Passage: Ephesians 1:8b-10 

Memory Passage: Ephesians 1:8b-10 (review 1:1-8a) 
DAY 1 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE 
(a) Read Eph. 1:3-8a. Review these verses and write a short paragraph about what you have 
already learned about: (1) spiritual blessings, (2) election, (3) saints being holy and blameless 
before God, (4) predestination, (5) adoption, (6) God’s will, and (7) God’s grace.  

DAY 2 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE 
(a) Read Ephesians 1:8b-10. The prepositional phrase “in all wisdom and insight” could 
modify what precedes (either “grace” or “lavished”) or what follows (“making known”) as the 
ESV adopts. Which do you think is correct and why? You might consider, among other things, 
evidence such as the context of 1:3-14, Paul’s use of the words in question (i.e. Eph. 3:1-13, esp. 
v. 10), or the Bible’s connection of wisdom & revelation (e.g. Eph. 1:17). 

(b) Assuming the ESV’s translation, what is the connection between “all wisdom and insight” 
and “making known?” 

(c) How does “in all wisdom and insight making known to us . . .” connect with the idea 
expressed in vs. 7-8 (remember that 1:3-14 is one long sentence of 202 words in the Greek, so 
our English translations’ use of commas and periods are only a guide to the division of ideas)? 

DAY 3 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE  
(a) Read Ephesians 1:1-6:24. Today we will examine Paul’s use of the word “mystery” in 
Ephesians. As you read the entire book, record what you learn about Paul’s use of this word (it 
appears 1x in ch. 1, 4x in ch. 3, 1x in ch. 5, & 1x in ch. 6). 

DAY 4 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE 
(a) Read Ephesians 1:8b-10. Now that we have studied the ways in which Paul uses 
“mystery” in Ephesians, to what does the mystery refer in v. 9? 

(b) “Purpose” in v. 9 carries the idea (as it did in v. 5) of “good/kind purpose” or “kind 
intention.” Why should this comfort believers, and how does it connect the ideas in vs. 8b-10 to 
the ideas in vs. 4-6?  

(c) God’s “purpose” was “set forth in Christ.” How so? 

(d) The Greek word behind “plan” has a much more active meaning than is conveyed by “plan.” 
The word carries the idea of stewardship or management (NASB translates it with the word 
“administration”). Describe this “plan.” 



(e) When is “the fullness of time,” and does it refer to the same or a different time than Gal. 
4:4, which in English translates the same but Gal. 4:4 uses a different word for “time?” Explain 
your answer (i.e. don’t just answer “same” or “different” ). 

DAY 5 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE          
(a) Read Ephesians 1:8b-10. The Greek word behind “unite” only occurs twice in the NT: 
here and Romans 13:9 (go look it up now!). It carries the idea of “sum up,” as in the main idea 
stated based upon several supporting proofs, and may also contain the idea of headship, as in 
“summing up under the headship/lordship of.” Explain its meaning in Ephesians 1:10. 

(b) The scope of this summing up is “things in heaven and things on earth.” What needs to be 
“united” or “summed up” in Christ in both of these realms? 

(c) Summarize Paul’s doxology from v. 3 through v. 10. 

(d) How do these verses, most likely the climax of this long sentence, apply to you as you: (1) 
evangelize, (2) suffer, (3) pray, (4) trust God’s providence, and (5) worship? 

DATE: April 2, 2017              PASSAGE: Ephesians 
1:8b-10 

Praise God for His Glorious Grace (Part IV) 
 

 


