
John (95): Christ's Command to Love                     Hymns 433, 548/How Deep the Father's Love, 664 

 

It was Thursday evening, and our Savior was just hours away from being betrayed, arrested, and crucified—

He's spending the last few hours with His beloved disciples—what does He spend these final hours doing?—

teaching... 

 

Let me ask you this question—If you knew you had only a few hours left to live—what would you do?—well, 

our Savior, because of His great love for His disciples, spent His last few hours teaching them great and 

important truth... 

 

This teaching could be summarized into two categories—promises and precepts—He gives them numerous 

promises to encourage them, and He also gives them various precepts to exhort them—in short, they had great 

work to do, and He would enable them to do it... 

 

He begins this chapter with an exhortation to "abide in Him"—which would provide them with grace and 

strength, and then exhorts them to "abide in His love"—which would provide them with encouragement and 

comfort... 

 

Beginning with v12, our Savior switches themes from abiding in Him and His love, to loving one another, as 

He loved us—He commands to love, describes His own love as an example of love, and then provides three 

motives for love... 

 

I.   Who are we to love—vv12a, 17 

II.  How are we to love –vv12b-13 

III. Why are we to love—vv14-16  

 

I.   Who are we to love—vv12a, 17 

 

1. V12a—"This is My commandment, that you love one another" v17—"These things I command you, that 

you love one another..." 

2. Before I go any further, let me briefly remind you what biblical and brotherly love is—there remains great 

confusion on this matter... 

3. Thus, to put it simply, by love is meant—selfless giving of all that we are and have, for the good of 

others...  

4. Yes, it entails giving of our possessions, but it also includes, giving of our time and giving of our hearts 

and lives...  

5. In short—it's sacrificially giving our everything, for the advancement of others, even though they don't 

deserve it...   

6. Thus, love cares for the physical and spiritual needs of others, and it gives of itself in order to meet those 

needs... 

7. Now, with regards to "who" we are to love, notice the little phrase—"one another"—that is, our Savior is 

referring to brotherly love... 

8. The Scriptures teach us to love our enemies and to love our neighbor, but here our Savior refers to a love 

of the brethren... 

9. [1] We must foremostly love one another—that is, the disciples were, in the first place, to love one 

another...  

10. The Lord had providentially made them into a little church—they were sovereignly put together in a single 

group...  

11. And so too, Christ has graciously and sovereignly placed His people in local assembles, that function as 

families...  

12. Gal.6:10—"Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to those who are of the 

household of faith..." 

13. That is, let us practically love all men, our enemies and our neighbors, but let us foremostly love our 

brethren... 
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14. But then again, I suggest, Christians have a unique obligation to foremostly love those within the same 

assembly... 

15. The only tangible expression of the universal church are local churches, comprised of specific members 

and officers... 

16. Are we to love all Christians—Yes—even if they are not a part of our local church and theological 

tradition—Yes... 

17. But we are to especially and foremostly love those whom God has providentially joined together as a 

family (for example, while I love my extended family, I foremostly love my immediate family)...     

18. [2] We must universally love one another—that is, the disciples were to love one another—without 

exception... 

19. James couldn't say—he didn't want to love Matthew—and John couldn't say—he didn't want to love 

Andrew... 

20. Regardless of their temperament—regardless of their personal preferences—regardless of all their many 

differences... 

21. Brethren, if you think about it—these 11 men were very different—they were fisherman, Pharisees, and 

zealots... 

22. Some were loud and bold—others were quite and timid—some were extroverts—and others were 

introverts... 

23. So too, Christians are expected to love all of the people that God has providentially brought together in a 

church...  

24. But you say—You don't know how difficult some people can be—how certain people can get under my 

skin... 

25. There are weak members, strong willed and opinionated members—members that do things different than 

I do... 

26. And I would say yes, you are right, but remember, you are also just as different to others, perhaps even 

more so...  

27. J.C. Ryle—"The weakest, the lowest, the most ignorant, the most defective disciple, is not to be despised. 

All are to be loved with an active, self-denying, self-sacrificing love. He that cannot do this, or will not try 

to do it, is disobeying the command of his Master..." 

28. [3] We must intentionally love one another—by this I mean, we must be proactive in finding ways to show 

love... 

29. This will necessitate that we get to know each other, so that we become knowledgeable of each other's 

needs...  

30. Love demands knowledge—it means we get to know those within the church, that we can show love to 

them... 

 

II.  How are we to love –vv12b-13 

 

1. V12—"This is My commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you"—that is, in the same 

way He loved us... 

2. Now, if you remember I mentioned last week, that when our Savior says "I have loved you" He refers to 

the previous 3 years and to the cross... 

3. V13—"Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one's life for his friends"—this is the greatest 

display of love... 

4. Thus, our Savior enlists His own love for His disciples, as an example to be followed or imitated by His 

people... 

5. We are to each other, in a similar way that He loved His disciples, and especially showed this love by 

dying... 

6. Our Savior showed His love for them in various ways—but none were more clear than His death on the 

cross... 

7. Thus, as we examine the love that He displayed towards these disciples, I want to suggest a fivefold 

description... 

8. He loved them patiently, sacrificially, affectionately, undeservedly, and continually—and this is how we 

must love one another...  
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9. [1] Patiently—if I was to describe our Savior's dealings with His disciples, I could do so with one word—

patient... 

10. Patience is an expression of love, 1Cor.13:4—"Love is patient—that is, it suffer long, it forbears with 

others... 

11. I really believe this is at times one of the most difficult expressions of love, especially for husbands to 

exemplify...  

12. And do you want to know what is at the very heart of impatience—pride—we think we are better and 

smarter than others... 

13. And it's for this reason we grow impatient with others around us—why can't they think and act the same 

way we do...  

14. Impatience and frustration, are nothing more than the expression, that we believe ourselves superior to 

others... 

15. [2] Sacrificially—this is obvious from v13—"Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one's life 

for his friends..." 

16. That is—no one has greater love, than to lay down his life for his friends—this is the greatest display of 

love... 

17. Christ laid down His life "for His friends"—that is, He died in their place—He substituted Himself as their 

Surety... 

18. Thus, before we view our Savior's death as an example to imitate, we must first view it as an atonement to 

believe... 

19. Christ's death was, in the first place, a sacrifice offered in our place—His death was a substitutionary 

atonement... 

20. But, as I have said, His death was also an example to imitate—He gave of Himself for the good of 

others—He came to serve and not be served... 

21. At the very heart of love is sacrifice—giving of ourselves and possessions for the good of others around 

us...   

22. [a] We must give of our time—that means, we spend time loving each other everyday, by praying for each 

other... 

23. Most of us are very busy, and yet we must make time for each other—this must be a high priority in our 

lives...  

24. [b] We must give of our treasure—by this I mean, we should share our personal possessions with others in 

need... 

25. This is true of all of us, regardless of our present financial situation—we all can help others in some 

degree...  

26. [c] We must give of our talents or abilities—by this I mean, let us use our God-given abilities to help each 

other...   

27. Cooking, cleaning, baby-sitting, home-repairs, budget planning, mowing lawns, auto repairs—these are 

just a sample of things we can do to express love...  

28. [3] Affectionately—by this I mean—our Savior didn't merely give His body and some how refrain from 

giving His heart...  

29. True love is not merely giving—it's giving for the right reasons—love gives of its possessions and its 

affections... 

30. For example—ladies, would you be content with your husbands merely loving you by going to work every 

day... 

31. Now—let us be sure about it—going to work every day is an expression of love—its one way he loves 

you... 

32. But—it's possible that he goes to work for all the wrong reasons—and has little of any thought of you in 

the process... 

33. Paul said—it's possible to give all your goods to feed the poor and yet still not have love—love is more 

than giving... 

34. Love is giving for the right reasons—it's giving your time, treasure, and talents, as an expression of giving 

your heart... 

35. [4] Undeservedly—I trust this point is obvious—Christ loved His people even though we did nothing to 

deserve it... 
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36. So too, we are to love one another even though at times we can be unlovely—we may not deserve to be 

loved... 

37. But Christians are able to love the unlovely, because Christ loved them even when they too were 

unlovely...   

38. [5] Continually—by this I mean—our Savior's love never ended—He loved His people to the end 

(Jn.13:1)...  

39. It's rather easy to love someone for a short time—but to continue in that love to the end is far more 

difficult... 

40. This is why so many marriages end in divorce, and why so few people remain in churches for any length 

of time... 

 

III. Why are we to love—vv14-16  

 

A. Loving others fosters assurance—v14 

 

1. V14—"You are My friends if you do whatever I command you"—this goes back to what I have already 

said... 

2. We are friends if we are slaves—"if you do whatever I command you"—masters command, and slaves 

obey... 

3. Thus, our Savior is not saying—we are His friends because we do whatever He commands—we don't earn 

His friendship... 

4. But He is saying—if we are obeying Him, this proves we are obedient slaves, and if slaves we are also 

friends... 

5. Thus, by "whatever I command you" our Savior is specifically referring to His command of v12—"This is 

My commandment, that you love one another..." 

6. This means that love, evidences the truth of our religion, it declares or reveals our identity as Christ's 

friends... 

7. Jn.13:34-35—"A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that 

you also love one another. By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one 

another..." 

8. I have often thought it very interesting, that our Savior would highlight love as the evidence of being His 

disciple... 

9. There are some who might think that theological knowledge might distinguish a person as a disciple of 

Christ... 

10. Or perhaps, certain choices of apparel or hairstyle would prove to the world, that you are a follower of 

Christ... 

11. But, no—the thing that our Savior focuses on is love—true, Biblical love—this is what shows your a 

Christian...   

12. But then the question becomes—why is love of such importance—why does love prove we are His 

followers... 

13. [1] Love fulfills the law—a loveless person is a lawless person, Rom.13:10—"Love is the fulfillment of 

the law..." 

14. [2] Love reflects God's image—that is, a Christian is loving because God is loving, and we bear His 

image...  

15. Thus, a loveless person is a Christless person—he has NEVER been recreated into the image of Jesus 

Christ... 

16. [3] Love reveals a changed heart—by this I mean, a new heart now sees Christ and Christians as spiritually 

lovely...   

17. One primary reason Christians love each other, is because they delight in Christ's image reflected in their 

lives... 

18. [a] Primary means of assurance—by this is meant, the perfect righteousness of Christ imputed to us by 

faith...  

19. Perhaps I can put it this way—the primary basis for our assurance before God is Christ perfect life of 

love... 
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20. What confidence can we have that we are right with God—that we are true Christians—that we are His 

friends... 

21. Well brethren, the primary means of our assurance has nothing to do with our love to God, enemies, 

neighbor, or each other... 

22. The primary means of our assurance rests upon the perfect righteousness and blood of Jesus Christ our 

Lord... 

23. [b] Secondly means of assurance—by this is meant, our holiness, righteousness, or love to God and to 

others...   

24. 1Jn.3:14—"We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the brethren. He who does 

not love his brother abides in death..."  

25. To "know" that we have passed from death to life refers to our assurance—how can we know that we are 

Christian... 

26. "Because we love the brethren"—in other words, love to the brethren is an evidence that we have new life 

in Christ... 

 

B. Loving others answers privilege—v15 

 

1. By this I mean—we must love other in light of the high privilege that Christ has bestowed upon us in 

calling us His friends... 

2. The first thing I want to say about v15 is—our Savior means that in addition to being slaves, we will be 

friends... 

3. That is—when our Savior says—"No longer do I call you servants...but I have called you friends"—He 

does not mean they were no longer servants... 

4. In fact, within this very passage He expects them to keep or obey His commandments—we remain 

servants... 

5. John MacArthur suggests, that our Savior is referring to certain slaves who also become friends with their 

master... 

6. Within Roman culture, a master could elevate a slave to the status of friend, who would then be treated 

differently...  

7. Such privileged slaves had an intimate knowledge of their master—they were privy to various personal 

details...  

8. Even within the OT this was possible—a slave could choose to remain with his master after his time was 

served... 

9. Ex.21:5-6—"But if the servant plainly says, 'I love my master, my wife, and my children; I will not go out 

free,' then his master shall bring him to the judges. He shall also bring him to the door, or to the doorpost, 

and his master shall pierce his ear with an awl; and he shall serve him forever..." 

10. Such slaves as this were considered more than slaves, but they were embraced and loved by the master as 

friends... 

11. Thus brethren, let us not misunderstand our Savior—while we become more than slaves, we remain 

slaves... 

12. V15—"No longer do I call you servants, for a servant does not know what his mater is doing; but I have 

called you friends, for all things that I heard from My Father I have made known to you..." 

13. Because they were more than slaves, our Savior afforded them the privileges of having a close friendship 

with Him... 

14. Friends share personal things with each other—they don't keep others in the dark concerning important 

facts... 

15. Our Savior says—"all things that I heard from My Father (that is, from everlasting in the covenant of 

redemption) I have made known to you (by His Spirit and word)….. 

16. The truth of salvation from sin, sanctification by His Spirit, a future resurrection, His second coming, 

heaven and hell... 

17. These are all truths that He heard from His Father from everlasting, and has made them known to His 

friends... 

18. It's very likely that our Savior is here alluding to Abraham, the only person in the OT expressly called 

God's friend (Isa.41:8; Js.2:23)... 
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19. Gen.18:17—"And the LORD said, Shall I hid from Abraham what I am doing? For I have known him, in 

order that he may command his children and his household after him..." 

20. This is the context of God destroying Sodom and Gomorrah—which was a picture of the final judgment to 

come...   

21. Thus, it was because Abraham was God's friend, that he made known to him these events and did not hide 

them... 

22. So too, Christ made known to His friends the reality of a future judgement, and has enabled them to 

prepare for it... 

23. Why should His disciples show themselves friendly to others—but because Christ has shown Himself 

friendly to them...  

24. Lesson 1—Behold the POWER of the gospel—only the gospel of God can reconcile enemies and make 

them friends... 

25. Lesson 2—Behold the PRIVILEGE of the gospel—that is, the gospel does not merely leave us as forgiven 

sinners... 

26. But it renders us friends—this is true reconciliation—this is what the gospel offers—friendship with 

Christ... 

27. What supposed religion, invented by man, promises friendship with God—not Islam, not Hinduism, not 

Buddhism...  

28. Song 5:16—"His mouth is most sweet. Yes, He is altogether lovely. This is my Beloved, and this is my 

Friend..."  

 

C. Loving others fulfills purpose—v16   

 

1. From great privilege, our Savior turns to specific purpose—the disciples were chosen and appointed to 

bear fruit... 

2. Or else, put another way—they were elected and appointed for the express purpose of bearing the fruit of 

love... 

3. Now, in the first place I agree that v16 has a unique application to these eleven disciples as the apostles of 

Christ... 

4. That is, they were elected and appointed to be apostles, who bear ministerial fruit, in the form of 

converts.... 

5. But I also suggest, that what is true of them in particular, is true of every disciple in the broadest and most 

general sense... 

6. That is, every Christian is elected and appointed, to bear fruit that remains, and fellowship with Him 

through prayer... 

7. V19—"If you were of the world, the world would love its own. Yet because you are not of the world, but I 

chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you..." 

8. Thus, why should Christians show love towards each other, but because Christ choose and appointed them 

to this very end...    

9. We were chosen in eternity and appointed in time, when we become disciples, to bear fruit, one of which 

is love... 

10. We were elected and appointed to "go and bear fruit"—"and that your fruit should remain"—that is, 

continue... 

11. Let me finish this message with a very brief reminder, from verses 1-11, on how we are enabled to love 

each other... 

12. [a] Abide in Christ—this is where we will find the strength and power to love our enemies, neighbor, and 

brethren...  

13. Remember, apart from Him we can do nothing—we can only bear fruit (love), as we abide or remain in 

Him... 

14. [b] Abide in Christ's love—it's only to the degree that we know His love us, will we love Him and others 

in turn...   

 


