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Message #25                                                                                                            Ezekiel 22:1-31 
 

Let’s begin this by thinking about our own sin case.  I want you to reflect for a moment on sinful 

stuff you did growing up; sinful stuff you did as a teenager; sinful stuff you did as a young adult 

and even sinful things you have done since you have been older.   

 

Now think about the fact that God has been gracious to us.  God has forgiven us.  God has even 

used us.  So what we may conclude from this is when God decides that He needs to pour out His 

judgment on His own people, things must be really bad.  There have been times when we have 

been bad, but He has picked us up, patched us up and has even prospered us.  So if it ever comes 

to a point when God has to punish His own people, things must be bad. 

 

They were just that back in the days of Ezekiel.  The entire nation of God had become totally and 

completely corrupt.  According to verse 30, God could not find one person who was interested in 

obeying God’s Word and doing God’s will.  So what God does in this chapter is to describe the 

sins and abominations that brought about His judgment on His own people.   

 

These people had become so vile that God would pour out His wrath on everyone, including the 

prophets, the priests, the princes and the people.  What we see here is this: 

 

WHEN GOD POURS OUT HIS CHASTISING JUDGMENT ON HIS PEOPLE, HE IS 

POURING OUT WHAT IS DESERVED BECAUSE HIS PEOPLE ARE INVOLVED IN 

ABOMINABLE AND EVIL SIN. 

 

Don’t be fooled.  There are people today who claim to be Christians who are vile and corrupt.  

They are involved in all kinds of sin, even abominable sin.  They are delusional and they have 

convinced themselves that they are just fine.  What this chapter says is the clock is ticking and 

when God decides to judge, it will be well-deserved. 

 

OBSERVATION #1 – God lists the sins that lead to His judgment.  22:2-12 

 

One commentator said here is one of longest list of sins found anywhere in the Bible.  Now there 

is a list of thirteen sins that show up in this chapter that we want to see.  It is interesting that He 

lumps them together which means they are all very serious sins.  There are social sins, sexual 

sins, religious sins, physical sins, verbal sins and judicial sins.  These sins were committed by 

very religious people.  In fact, God classifies these sins as “abominations” to Him: 

 

Sin #1 - Jerusalem had become a bloody city.  22:2-6 

 

Jerusalem was supposed to be a holy city; they had turned it into a bloody city.  Seven times the 

word “blood” or “bloodshed” shows up (v. 2, 3, 4, 6, 9, 12, 13).  It describes violent acts that kill.  

This city was a bloody city that was involved in abominable practices.  These people had been 

guilty of “cold-blooded murder.”  The city was being led by leaders who were involved in 

abominable sins and practices.  These sins included “shedding blood” and “making idols.”  They 

actually sacrificed their own children to these idols.   



              p. 137 

 

The bloodiest thing Israel ever did was to kill Jesus Christ.  That act will bring about the worst 

judgment of God.   

 

Rather than the people loving God and loving the Word of God, they had turned to idolatry.  

They made idols and instead of loving her “fellow Israelites,” they had been replaced by 

treachery.    

 

So God says in verse 4, your day has come.  You have used your days and years to mock Me so  

I will make you a mockery to all the nations.  Your land will be filled with turmoil (v. 5).  When 

God’s people follow the world’s ways they will end up a laughing stock. 

 

According to verse 6, the leadership misused their power for their own purposes which were 

evil.  This is an abomination to God. 

 

Sin #2 - God’s people mistreated their fathers and mothers.  22:7a 

 

To think lightly or treat lightly a father or mother is a serious offense in the sight of God.  

Fathers and mothers are to be honored and respected.  These people treated their parents with 

disrespect. 

 

Sin #3 - God’s people oppressed aliens.  22:7b 

 

One problem we have in our day is that foreign aliens come into our country and take advantage 

of us and abuse us.  In this time, foreign aliens came into Israel and Israel oppressed them.  They 

did not treat them in a decent and respectful way. 

 

Sin #4 - God’s people oppressed the fatherless.  22:7c 

 

Orphans were abused and misused.  One real test of godliness is how society treats people with 

no voice. 

 

Sin #5 - God’s people wronged widows.  22:7d 

 

God’s Word admonishes His people in any dispensation to do their best to help care for widows.  

They did wrong things to these hurting people.   

 

Sin #6 - God’s people despised God’s holy things.  22:8a 

 

Nothing was treated as sacred.  Moshe Greenberg said the leaders consumed sacrificial meat and 

even went way beyond the allotted time for the sacrifice (Ezekiel 21-37, p. 455). 

 

Sin #7 - God’s people despised God’s Sabbaths.  22:8b 

 

They despised the holy days established by God. 
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Sin #8 - God’s people committed slander.  22:9a 

 

The word “slanderer” refers to men who actually scoffed at sacred things and they used their 

words to make false accusations in order to get rid of any who got in their way. 

 

Sin #9 - God’s people ate at idolatrous shrines.  22:9b 

 

They were participating at ecumenical worship services that were dedicated to that which was 

false.  As Dr. Ironside said, these people were “devoted to their vile demon gods”  

(Ezekiel, pp. 148-149). 

 

Sin #10 - God’s people committed lewd acts.  22:9c-11 

 

Dr. Ironside said we don’t even like reading these verses (Ibid., p. 150).  These were God’s 

people and they were sex-crazed maniacs.  They committed “all forbidden sexual unions” 

(Greenberg, p. 455).  They were involved in lewd orgies at the shrines (v. 9).  They were 

involved in immorality with their own father’s wife (22:10a).  They were involved in immoral 

behavior with women during their menstruation (22:10b).  They were so immoral they could  

not stop themselves.  They were involved in immoral behavior with their neighbor’s wife and 

daughter-in-law (22:11).  They were immoral with their sisters and father’s daughter.  These 

were people who regularly went to worship services but they were sex-crazed perverts.  The 

language would even indicate they committed forcible rape. 

 

A. C. Gaebelein said these same vile things are things men do today.  Nothing has changed about 

the condition of man’s heart (Ezekiel, p. 149).  Just watch the news.  Perversion, child molesta-

tion, rape, murder is in the news most nights in this Christian nation of ours. 

 

Sin #11 - God’s people had taken bribes.  22:12a 

 

They took bribes to shed blood of innocent people.  According to Deuteronomy 27:25, this was  

a cursed thing to do.  One could actually pay bribe money to have a person killed. 

 

Sin #12 - God’s people had injured their neighbors.  22:12b 

 

They had made profits off their neighbors by charging interest and doing anything for gain.  

They did not care if it was right or even legal.  If it made them more money, they did it. 

 

Sin #13 - God’s people had forgotten God.  22:12c 

 

The truth is forgetting God and His Word is the root cause of all evil.  Every evil thing a person 

does in life will be due to the fact that one will say, “forget you God.” 
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OBSERVATION #2 – God gives His reaction to their sins.  22:13-16 

 

God would strike His hands together against His people (22:13).  He once again reminds them  

of their dishonest gain acquired by bloodshed.  Their courage would leave them (22:14).  God 

would scatter them among the nations (22:15).  She would be despised and profaned among the 

nations and she would know that God was the LORD (22:16). 

 

This is something Israel needs to know.  When Israel is scattered among nations, she is 

scattered as a result of the judgment of God.  Israel is supposed to be in her promised land 

experiencing the blessings of God.  So when you see the Jews scattered all over the world, you 

are looking at a judgment of God. 

 

OBSERVATION #3 – God would cause His people to become a furnace of affliction.  22:17-22 

 

The smelting furnace is a symbolic picture of the fiery anger and wrath of God.  Malachi 

describes the Tribulation which will be a fiery judgment against Israel (Mal. 3:1-3).  God says 

just as metals are put into a furnace to melt away that which is worthless, God says I will thrust 

my people into a fiery judgment to do the same thing. 

 

God would allow Israel to be judged.  She had become “dross” or worthless in the sight of God 

(22:19).  God says I am going to pour out My fiery blast on His own people and they would 

know that God did it. 

 

OBSERVATION #4 – God says the land is unclean because of all groups of people.  22:23-29 

 

There are four groups of God’s people responsible for the judgment of God against Israel. 

 

Group #1 - The false prophets are responsible for the sin.  22:25, 28 

 

The prophets were involved in satanic things.   

 

Group #2 - The priests are responsible for the sin.  22:26 

 

The priests were not even accurately teaching the people God’s Word.  They made no distinction 

between what is holy and profane.  They actually had people put to death for unjust gain. 

 

Group #3 - The princes are responsible for the sin.  22:27 

 

The political leaders did the same thing.  They took away the wealth of the people and did so by 

putting innocent people to death. 
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Group #4 - The people are responsible for the sin.  22:29 

 

In verse 30, God says I searched for a man who would build up the wall and stand in the gap.  

God looked for one righteous man who would do what was right, but He found no one.  There  

is none righteous, no not one. 

 

Our world is no different.  Our culture is dominated by moral decadence, spiritual decay, loss of 

integrity, violence and injustice. 

 

So God says in verse 31, My judgment will come.  I will bring it on their heads. 

 

But there was one who stood in the gap.  There was one who could take judgment upon Him and 

take judgment away from us.  That one is Jesus Christ. 


