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Knowing Your Maker 

Acts 17:24-26 

What do you do when the lost around you need the Gospel but do not 

believe the Bible? How do you reach those who are worshipping other 

gods, and are religious but in the dark regarding the true God? 

This is not a new place for us. Paul found himself there in the first 

century. Patrick found himself there in Ireland and the monk 

Augustine found himself there in Germany. This is where Luther and 

Calvin found themselves as the church was overrun with relics and 

icons. This is where David Livingstone in Africa and William Carey 

in India, found themselves as they carried the gospel forth. And this is 

where we are today in an increasingly anti-Christian America. 

What do you say to those who do not have or believe the Bible and the 

God of Scripture? Well, you graciously and faithfully point out this 

ignorance and present the true knowledge of God! That is where we 

return today to look a little more closely to Acts 17 and Paul’s 

defense. 

We have had two messages which gave more of a survey of this rich 

passage. We want to spend a little more time – as promised – to learn 

how to present the gospel to our friends, families and neighbors. 

Let us be reminded here how Paul does not approach the Athenians. 

Paul does not argue from first principles of Greek philosophy: 

- He does not follow his hearers into Plato’s famous cave 

- He does not begin with Aristotle’s 24 Golden Rules of Logic 

- Does not start as Thales with water, or with Heraclitus with fire. 

 

What does Paul do? It is what you and I need to do. We need to teach 

and reach others with the first principles of the Bible.  
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But wait a minute – I thought Paul was speaking to people who don’t 

believe the Bible? They are not like the Jews who accepted Scripture 

but twisted its message. So how does he come to them? With the same 

truth! He declares the truth of Scripture.  

 

There are two connected strands which run from beginning to end 

here, like two bookends: 

- Bookend one – Men are ignorant of the most basic principles of 

God and His worship. There is 22 and 23. 

- Bookend two – God is going to Judge men for their Godlessness 

as He made clear by the resurrection of His Son. 

 

So how does he get from their ignorance to the judgment to come? He 

opens to them two lines of argument. 

 

First, he presents the truth of the 1st and 2nd Commandments – You 

shall have no other gods before the true God and He alone is to be 

worshipped and glorified. 

 

Second, he presents the truth of the 1st and 2nd Chapters of Genesis – 

the creation of the world and the creation of man. God is the Maker of 

all things, and God is especially the Maker of mankind. 

 

So Paul presents Answers in God’s Law and Answers in Genesis! 

 

We begin with the second of these two, as Paul does; we begin with 

the beginning, with Genesis, in verse 24 (read). The word “genesis” 

means beginnings. Isn’t it important to begin at the beginning? He is 

saying here that you cannot have a relationship with a god you don’t 

know. You cannot see your sins against him or repent and turn to Him, 

or believe in Him, if you do not know that He is God and what kind of 
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God He is. As Hebrews 11:6 says so bluntly: He who comes to God 

must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek 

Him. 

And if you don’t know Him, you cannot understand this world, or 

history, or mankind, or the future of this world, and most importantly 

– the worship you should be giving to Him and not idols. This is the 

reason for our Sermon Title: “Knowing Your Maker”. We will want to 

come to God the Creator of Man, but that will come after God the 

Maker of all things and God the Lord and Ruler over all things. 

 

We begin where Paul begins: at the Beginning, as God – the God – 

made the world and all things in it. With this one single line – Paul so 

differs from his hearers in a basket-full of ways. 

 

1. See first of all that God is not a part of the world, like the Stoics 

held. God is not a part of creation. The Greeks – whatever gods they 

claimed – were all placed on a scale of being in the creation. To 

them there was never a god which truly stood above and beyond the 

world, but was always a part of it. They did not grasp what is found 

in the opening verse of our Bibles: that is, the Creator/creature 

distinction. So he draws a battle line here between pantheism – god 

identified with the world, and the independence of God, or what 

theology calls, the “Aseity” of God. This is word taken from a 

phrase: ‘a se ipso’ – ‘from one’s self’. 

2. Second, God made, not a part of the world but all of it; again, with 

one line, Paul rejects all the man-made gods over all the variety of 

the world. He did not hold to a god of the mountains and one for the 

seas, another for war, for love, for money, for entertainments, and 

so on. The world is a unified whole, a house with many rooms, a 

cosmos, and not a chaos. The word “cosmos” means “order”. All 

the variety you see comes from one hand, one creator. Paul boldly 

presents monotheism over polytheism 
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3. Third, God made the world at the beginning – that is, the world is 

not, as the Greeks believed, eternal. Matter was made of nothing, ex 

nihilo. Creation is not something eternally stored up in the Gnostic 

gods, which leapt out accidentally. It is that which God in his 

profound wisdom and by His impenetrable power made. The world 

had a beginning and is not, therefore ultimate; how did God make 

it? We are told – in the beginning God made the heavens and the 

earth; he made first the light and then the world and the skies, and 

then the separation for dry land from the waters; and then plants, 

and then the orbs of the skies; and then the life of birds and fishes, 

and then the land animals and at last, the crown of his creation, 

man, and then He rested – He took pleasure and satisfaction in what 

He had done. In other words, this world was made by the immediate 

hand of God; He formed it and shaped it; this world shouts out its 

Maker’s authorship and greatness. John Eadie says – “Do you 

Greeks have an itch to hear something new – well here it is! All that 

you have, see, touch, hear, taste and handle – all is of Him, through 

Him, and to Him.” There was a “when” to the world being made. 

Now, could not the Greeks here say – “oh, but we know that the 

world has been around for 100’s of 1,000’s, for millions, for billions 

of years,” as modern philosophers teach today? As science force-

feeds our children in publically funded schools today? How 

religionists have slurped this up!  

4. Lastly and briefly, behold a handful of the Lord’s great and grand 

glory here –  

a. See His transcendence – far, far greater than anything He has 

made. He is the God who cannot be contained or controlled, 

but we are circumscribed and to be committed to Him. No 

temple can enwrap Him. 

b. See His immensity – all creation is made by Him, beneath 

Him, but also in Him; there is no place where He is not; God’s 

center is everywhere and his circumference is nowhere. 
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c. See His immanence – near to His creatures, as we will see 

when we turn to His providence and Lordship in all history. He 

who is exalted above the heavens is not far from any of us. 

d. See His independence – all depend perfectly upon Him, and 

none are independent from His power and hold; He is in no 

need of us at all, but manifests His own glory in, by, and 

through what He pleases.  

e. See His worthiness then – He is to be the chief end of 

everything; He is to be worshipped; He alone is worthy of 

being God by virtue of His being the Creator of all. His power, 

His work, His wisdom, His goodness, His greatness, His 

variety, should draw us to serve Him and Him alone.  

 

So in just a few lines, Paul is lays down an earth-shattering challenge, 

not unlike the great challenge of Isaiah 40: 
25 "To whom then will you liken Me That I would be his equal?" says 

the Holy One.  26 Lift up your eyes on high And see who has created 

these stars, The One who leads forth their host by number, He calls 

them all by name; Because of the greatness of His might and the 

strength of His power, Not one of them is missing.  27 Why do you say, 

O Jacob, and assert, O Israel, "My way is hidden from the LORD, And 

the justice due me escapes the notice of my God "?  28 Do you not 

know? Have you not heard? The Everlasting God, the LORD, the 

Creator of the ends of the earth Does not become weary or tired. His 

understanding is inscrutable.  29 He gives strength to the weary, And 

to him who lacks might He increases power.  30 Though youths grow 

weary and tired, And vigorous young men stumble badly,  31 Yet those 

who wait for the LORD Will gain new strength; They will mount up 

with wings like eagles, They will run and not get tired, They will walk 

and not become weary. 

 (Isa 40:25-31 NAU) 
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This brings us then to the world being owned and kept by the same 

Creator – the Lord of heaven; the Lord of earth – the second part of 

verse 24. All creation is not only made by Him but all is dependent on 

Him, right now and always. All is being brought and driven to Himself 

as the end. He is the Kurios, the LORD, over all; the world was not 

only made to be inhabited, but was made to be beneath His power and 

reign. He gives all life and breath and all things.  

 

There is rich “Allness” in these verses: 24 – all things in the world; 25 

– gives all life and breath and ALL things; 26 – all the nations from 

one man; all the earth to dwell. He directs the abundance of the race of 

man to their times and places. As we will see down the line, the 

Athenians boasted that they specially just sprung up from their unique 

soil. But it is the Lord who divided the tongues at Babel; and He is the 

One who guided and led the settling of the nations, their precise time, 

place, strength, and makeup. He did so – not to banish them from Him 

but that they would seek or grope after Him. In Him – even all these 

deluded idolaters, live and move and have their being. 

 

So again, we see several truths packed into a short space: 

 

a. Here is God’s Aseity again – all is not only made but upheld 

by Him. 

b. The Lord’s independence is over the creature – to do with 

them as He pleases, as the Potter to the clay. 

c. The Lord’s Power is evident over and in all – who has resisted 

His will? Nay, but O man, who are you to reply? Shall the 

thing made reply to the hand that made it – why have you 

made me thus? 

d. The Lord’s ownership of everything – what is not His? 
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e. The Lord’s presence near to all – all this shows NO DEISM, 

that is, that God made everything and then walked away from 

it. This is similar to what the Epicureans in v 18 believed. 

This goes into: 

a. God not dwelling in temples – He is uncontained and 

uncontainable 

b. God is not served by human hands – not held up by men as 

though He depended on them for his life or welfare 

c. God is not in need of anything since He is the giver and not the 

given 

d. God is not a dead god of created materials (gold, silver, etc.) – 

but the living and true God. 

 

See how this begins to touch on worship issues, which indicates where 

Paul is going. But he pulls back in order to teach on the creation of 

man first. Or put it this way – so connected is creation with worship; 

that God who has made all things for his own glory, to rightly 

understand the one needs the other and vice versa. We cannot 

understand the world until we grasp the glory of her Maker; and to 

grasp the glory and worthiness of God is to rightly understand our 

place and lives in the universe. 

 

We will have to pick up on the creation of man next time, but let us 

review the qualities of God the Creator and Keeper that demand our 

attention: 

 

1. See that God is one – no polytheism here – “The God; He is Lord; 

He does not dwell in man-made temples.” 

2. Second, He is the living God – gives to all men and all lesser 

creatures – they are lesser creatures, right? – their life; how can He 

do that if He Himself is not a living God?  
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3. He is a personal God – he who makes people is himself personal; it 

is ludicrous to believe that He can give what He himself does not 

have. Is he thoughtless who makes men thinkers; emotionless who 

makes men’s hearts; no self-directed will who gives us these wills? 

‘He who planted the ear, does He not hear? He who formed the eye, 

does He not see? (Psa 94:9)” 

4. He is an abounding God – from one man came all men; from one 

set of animals after the flood, all the creatures. God’s 

productiveness and purpose to have a world teaming with life – all 

that you see abounding around you stems from His hand and heart. 

5. He is a sovereign God – He directs that rich work, ruling and 

overruling the nations of mankind, their times and their places in 

verse 26; this passage asks the same as in Isaiah 40: 21 Do you not 

know? Have you not heard? Has it not been declared to you from 

the beginning? Have you not understood from the foundations of the 

earth?  22 It is He who sits above the circle of the earth, And its 

inhabitants are like grasshoppers, Who stretches out the heavens 

like a curtain And spreads them out like a tent to dwell in.  23 He it 

is who reduces rulers to nothing, Who makes the judges of the earth 

meaningless. (Isa 40:21-23)  

6. He is a God who is near to His creatures, and is findable – He 

desires to be found, as in Isaiah 55:6 Seek the Lord while He may 

be found, call upon Him while He is near. 

7. He is the immense God – all that is made is made by Him, beneath 

Him, and for Him; but also in Him. 

8. He is a fatherly God – He implants His image in man as his 

children – able to kindly and tenderly nurture, protect, and govern 

his world generally and man specifically – 28b 

9. He is not in His nature like gold and silver if we are not made of 

gold and silver – He is spiritual, as we are; He is a Spirit, the 

highest Spirit, a most unique, glorious, uncreated and perfect Spirit. 
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10. He is the standard of art and thought, not the object of it; man’s 

creativity is limited, as it follows the Lord’s lead. Whenever man 

strikes out on his own to create apart from His Maker, what does he 

really make? Beauty, or ugliness? Order, or chaos? 

11. God has been merciful – not judging men as they deserve in past 

times, but winking or overlooking their great and gross evil. This is 

so necessary to understand about God – He is not a sugar-daddy; 

not a tyrant; but a most good and holy and perfect God. 

12. God is a God who speaks to mankind a most vital message to 

repent; to turn back to him and stop going away from him. 

13. God is the judge of the world of mankind – He has a day, He has 

a throne, He has charges and crimes ready to be read and sentences 

to be meted out according to His holy and righteous will – He is 

committed to this, His power is able to execute it, His glory will be 

exalted. 

14. God has appointed a Man to be the executor of His judgment. 

Unlike the fallen angels, one from our fallen race – bone of our 

bone, flesh of our flesh, blood of our blood – has been uniquely 

singled out for what He has accomplished – a Man, but more than 

a Man; the Last Adam, the Lord Himself, Immanuel, God with us; 

the God Man. 

15. God raises all men from the grave, as is evident in the 

resurrection of this appointed Man. To borrow a line from the 

resurrection chapter, if there is not resurrection at the last day, then 

Christ is not risen. 

 

What a God! Who can afford to be a stranger to Him? Ignorant of 

Him? See what you miss! And you cannot avoid Him forever – He is 

coming; you will see Him; you will have to deal with Him now or 

later. 

 

I draw your attention to three things as we draw to a close: 
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1. God has made, not some, but all things for His own glory – all is 

to be sanctified, all is to be lived unto Him, anything short of that 

is sin. All things you do – whether you eat or drink, do all to the 

glory of God. Yet this world is deepest and devilish rebellion 

from Him. 

2. God has made you for Himself, and you will not be at rest until 

you find your rest in Him. All of us have a God-sized hole which 

nothing, even everything in this world, cannot satisfy and bring 

peace. Somebody has said: ‘Give a man everything, and at that 

very moment, everything will not seem like everything.’ Give a 

man God, and He will be content even with the smallest portion. 

3. Lastly, this God of Creation invites you beyond this creation to 

another Creation – a new heavens and a new earth which He is 

making. So radically cursed is this world that it too must be 

judged and all in it; and a new one must be made from its dust 

and ashes, so to speak. In the first Creation, He made the world 

before He made Adam; in the last creation, He makes the Last 

Adam first before His Paradise. That Adam is the same as this 

Man of verse 31, this Risen One, who is Himself Almighty, who 

is the Resurrection and the Life; who is the King of all rulers and 

the Judge of all the earth. He has overcome sin, hell, and death. 

Come to Him. Has He not proven already what He can do for you 

in this present evil age? What gifts He has given you? Why is it 

so hard for you to believe that He can give eternal life to all who 

believe? 

 

If you will not listen to the voice of a man, a minister, would you 

listen to the voice of an angel, of one speaking to you, inviting you to 

the heavenlies? 
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6 And I saw another angel flying in midheaven, having an eternal 

gospel to preach to those who live on the earth, and to every nation 

and tribe and tongue and people;  7 and he said with a loud voice, 

"Fear God, and give Him glory, because the hour of His judgment has 

come; worship Him who made the heaven and the earth and sea and 

springs of waters." (Rev 14:6-7) 
 

This God has graciously winked over your past transgressions, and He 

is willing and ready and able to pardon you – and the whole world – as 

you come to him and His Son, Jesus Christ. The living God has died 

that dead men like me, like you, might live. Believe today! New life 

may be yours today! Now is the acceptable time; now is the day of 

salvation! Turn before it is too late. 

 

Amen. 

 

 


