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The Revelation of Jesus Christ – Lesson 24 
 
 
Introduction: 
 
     There are several things that have been brought to our attention from the last portion of text 
within this chapter. We can clearly see the Sovereignty of God and how that all things are under His 
complete control. We can also see from dissecting the text properly and using proper Biblical 
interpretation that we can rule out this "strong, mighty angel" as the Person of Christ. Using these 
same principles we can also see what verse six is really talking about. "And sware by him that liveth 
for ever and ever, who created heaven, and the things that therein are, and the earth, and the things 
that therein are, and the sea, and the things which are therein, that there should be time no longer" 
(Revelation 10:6). 
 
     Some of the older interpretations suggest that this time that will be no more is in the sense that 
eternity has begun. We know that cannot be the case in the proper context because we still have 
seven bowls to be poured out, the second coming of the LORD with the return of the Saints. We also 
will have afterwards the Battle of Armageddon and the ushering in of the Millennial Kingdom that 
will last for 1,000 years. Then there is the final battle at Jerusalem, after the Great White Throne 
Judgment and then the Lake of Fire. All of these events through the 1,000 year reign of Christ will be 
measured by time, so this verse is not referring to time stopping and eternity starting.  
 
     This text simply implies that God's time delay on these final judgments have ceased. His 
longsuffering has expired and He is now about to pour out the rest of His wrath to complete this 
mystery. There will be no more delays in the vindicating of the prayers of the saints in the pouring 
out of the last plagues of the Day of the LORD that will culminate with the return of the LORD Jesus 
Christ with power and great glory.  
 
     Now we are about to see the events that focused around John and this little book. As we have 
learned earlier that God's longsuffering has expired, there will be no more delays and the days will 
be shortened. As we read through the continuation of the Apocalypse we will discover that what is 
yet to come is to be very sharp, fast and short.  
 
     "For He will finish the work, and cut it short in righteousness: because a short work will the LORD 
make upon the earth (Romans 9:28). God will execute His Word upon this earth, and it will be done 
at His appointed time and it will be done thoroughly and quickly just as the Prophet Isaiah foretold. 
This is what Paul is using here in Romans to get this very key point across. No one can stay the hand 
of God or thwart His Sovereign plan. 
 
 
 

mailto:princess.chapel@yahoo.com


2 
 

The Revelation of Jesus Christ – Lesson-24    Princess Chapel Church  
 
Revelation 10:8-11 

8 And the voice which I heard from heaven spake unto me again, and said, Go and take the little book 
which is open in the hand of the angel which standeth upon the sea and upon the earth. 

9 And I went unto the angel, and said unto him, Give me the little book. And he said unto me, Take it, 
and eat it up; and it shall make thy belly bitter, but it shall be in thy mouth sweet as honey. 

10 And I took the little book out of the angel's hand, and ate it up; and it was in my mouth sweet as 
honey: and as soon as I had eaten it, my belly was bitter. 

11 And he said unto me, Thou must prophesy again before many peoples, and nations, and tongues, and 
kings. 

     John's focus in the next four verses is upon the Word of God. He is told to take this open book 
from the hand of the angel, showing that during the Tribulation there will be a great emphasis on 
the fulfillment of the written Word of God.  
 
Revelation 10:8 

8 And the voice which I heard from heaven spake unto me again, and said, Go and take the little book 
which is open in the hand of the angel which standeth upon the sea and upon the earth. 

     As we said last week, there is much controversy surrounding this little book and its contents, but 
in all reality it becomes nothing more than speculation. We may assume that it is obviously part of 
the final judgments of God which are contained in the Word of God, so thus this book is a part of 
God's prophetic word specifically connected to Israel. However we can also include the unbelieving 
Gentiles as a part of these final judgments because this angel stood with: his right foot upon the sea, 
and his left foot on the earth, 
 
     We may notice that the little book is open, which would indicate that this angel highly esteems 
God’s Word and is interested in meticulously obeying it. Everything pertaining to God’s judgment is 
contained in the Word of God.  
 
Revelation 10:9 

9 And I went unto the angel, and said unto him, Give me the little book. And he said unto me, Take it, 
and eat it up; and it shall make thy belly bitter, but it shall be in thy mouth sweet as honey. 

     Do you realize that this little book contained the Word of God? It is unclear exactly what sort of 
details it contained, maybe possibly the details of the utterances of the seven thunders, but it was 
indeed the Word of God.  

     God's Word is likened unto food for the spiritual alive child of God. This is the comparison we see 
here, in the importance of the spiritual nourishment a child of God can receive from the Word of 
God.  
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- It is as bread: "It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out 
of the mouth of God" (Matthew 4:4). "For the bread of God is He which cometh down heaven, and 
giveth life unto the world"(John 6:33). "And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that 
cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst" (John 6:35).  

- It is as water: "But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the 
water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life" (John 
4:14).  But this life giving water in the Word is not only compared to as life giving but it also 
contains the cleansing, sanctifying power in the believer’s life.  

     "That He might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, that He might 
present it to Himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it 
should be holy and without blemish" (Ephesians 5:26-27). The Word of God not only has life giving 
power to the believer but it is also the source of sanctifying truth for the believer. "Sanctify them 
through thy truth: thy word is truth" (John 17:17). 

- It is as milk: "As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby: If so 
be ye have tasted that the LORD is gracious" (I Peter 2:2-3). 

- It is as meat: "And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto carnal, even as unto babes in Christ. I 
have fed you with milk, and not with meat: for hitherto ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now are 
ye able" (I Corinthians 3:1-2). 

- It is as honey: "How sweet are thy words unto my taste! yea, sweeter than honey to my mouth!" 
(Psalm 119:103). 

 

     The two prophets Jeremiah and Ezekiel knew what it was to eat the Word; they know what it was 
to make it a part of them before they could share it with others.  

Jeremiah 15:16 

16 Thy words were found, and I did eat them; and thy word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine 
heart: for I am called by thy name, O LORD God of hosts. 

Ezekiel 3:1-4 

1 Moreover He said unto me, Son of man, eat that thou findest; eat this roll, and go speak unto the 
house of Israel. 

2 So I opened my mouth, and He caused me to eat that roll. 

3 And He said unto me, Son of man, cause thy belly to eat, and fill thy bowels with the roll that I give 
thee. Then did I eat it; and it was in my mouth as honey for sweetness. 

4 And He said unto me, Son of man, go, get thee unto the house of Israel, and speak with my words unto 
them.  
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     Dr. Warren W. Wiersbe wrote in his Revelation Commentary; "The Word must always "become 
flesh" (John 1:14) before it can be given to those who need it. Woe unto that preacher or teacher who 
merely echoes God's Word and does not incarnate it, making it a living part of his being" (The Bible 
Exposition Commentary, New Testament; Revelation, 1989, page 598).   

     This is what John was told to do, Take it, and eat it up. This act completed by John graphically 
illustrates taking in God's Word. Making His Word a part of us, our lives; that will control and 
govern our actions, deeds and even our will. John's physical reactions demonstrate what every 
regenerated believer's response should be to the Word of God. A sweet anticipation of God's glory, 
His promises guaranteed through His faithfulness. Our victory in Him is forever so sweet, yet at the 
time even in His glory we have the bitterness of seeing and knowing God's awesome, power 
demonstrated through his wrath poured out in these judgments upon all those that will reject His 
Son, the LORD Jesus Christ.  

Revelation 10:10 

10 And I took the little book out of the angel's hand, and ate it up; and it was in my mouth sweet as 
honey: and as soon as I had eaten it, my belly was bitter. 

     His Word will truly be bitter if we realize His power as told to us in His Word. As the Apostle John 
begins to digest these truths in His Word, the truths of the seven seals, trumpet, thunders and the 
bowls, John becomes a nauseated from the bitterness of the truth.  

     The sweetness and the bitterness is the difference between just knowing of the Word of God or 
believing in it to the point where it governs your very way of life. The Apostle John could not just 
take up a mere academic interest in the knowledge of these revelations, but they upset him to the 
point after the sweetness in the mouth when he digested these truths he was left with bitterness in 
the stomach. Perhaps this is why God does not reveal too much to certain individuals. God gives us 
what we need, when we need it and He only gives us what He knows that we can handle.  

Revelation 10:11 

11 And he said unto me, Thou must prophesy again before many peoples, and nations, and tongues, and 
kings. 

     After the Apostle John learned of how God's Word must be experienced in life, literally digested 
to become a part of us. He is now taught that it must be preached to the rest of the world. This not 
only applies for John but this is for our current age as well. We must proclaim these truths of 
judgment and grace to the lost and dying world.  

      This section of Scripture shows the importance for having an appetite for God’s Word. God 
wants His children to digest and consume His Word, not avoid it. Even a book like the Revelation of 
the LORD Jesus Christ, we are to digest His truths, glory in the grace of His promises and stand in 
awe and respect His power and His wrath. Then we are to be as John, and communicate these 
prophetic truths in His book. It is the responsibility of John to warn of prophetic things such as the 
horrors of the Great Tribulation. It is the responsibility of the church to understand the prophetic 
Scriptures and communicate those things to all people of the world. But not just this message, but 
His grace and all Biblical truths contained within His Word. 


