
Studies in our 1689 Confession of Faith 

Chapter 26 – The Church #11 
 

6th – INTER-CHURCH FELLOWSHIP (Para 14-15) – John 13:34-35… 17:11, 21-23 
 

‘Local churches are communities with a communal commitment to a form of doctrine. Inter-
church fellowship, therefore, will be conditioned by the doctrinal unity between the two bodies. 
Here is where the London Baptist Confession is of benefit. It defines us doctrinally so as to 
allow for fellowship with other evangelical churches. Yet, it delineates a specific doctrinal 
pedigree so that we might also enjoy a deeper and more intimate fellowship with those whose 
commitments are most consistent with our own.’ – Alan Dunn, pastor of Grace Covenant Baptist 
Church (Flemington, NJ) 

 
(1st) PRAYER AND BENEVOLENT FELLOWSHIPS (Para 14) – ‘All members of each local 
church are engaged to pray continually for the good and the prosperity of all churches of 
Christ, wherever located, and upon all occasions to assist all other believers, within the 
limits of their own areas and callings, in the exercise of their gifts and graces. It follows, 
therefore, that churches should seek fellowship one with another, so far as the 
providence of God provides opportunity for the enjoyment of such benefits.’ – Ps 122:6… Rom 

16:1,2… Eph 6:18… 3 John 8-10 

 
‘Let me submit to you that the church's prayer meetings are the heart of inter-church 
fellowship. As the brethren assume the burdens of other ministries, the Spirit engenders love of 
one community of disciples for another. As we pray one for another the Spirit ties cords of 
concern and engenders heart eagerness to act and meet each other's needs. Every inter-church 
engagement which we presently have has been born out of a prior assumption of the burden of 
that ministry in congregational prayer. Spiritual fellowship is fostered as the church prays for 
sister churches and the specific gospel ventures in which they and their sister churches are 
engaged.’ – Alan Dunn 

 
Colossians 1:3-8… Ephesians 6:18… 2 Corinthians 8:1-4… 9:12-15 

 
 
 

(2nd) PROVIDENTIAL FELLOWSHIPS – (Rev 1:4> ‘the seven churches in Asia’  (Gal 1:2> ‘churches 

of Galatia’ (1:22> ‘churches of Judea’  (2 Cor 8:1> ‘churches of Macedonia’ 

 
Colossians 4:13-16…  

 
 

 
 
 

http://www.founders.org/library/bcf/ref26.html#26-14
http://www.founders.org/library/bcf/ref26.html#26-14


S. Waldron – ‘Why is communion necessary..? Because knowledge and communication are 
prerequisites to love and edification, while lack of knowledge breeds suspicion and division.’ – 
1689 Modern Exposition (p.330)  
 

 

(3rd) ADVISORY FELLOWSHIPS (Para 15) – ‘When difficulties or differences occur in respect 
of doctrine or church government, and peace, unity and edification are at risk, one church 
only may be involved, or the churches in general may be concerned. Again, a member or 
members of a church may be injured by disciplinary proceedings not agreeable to truth and 
church order. In such cases as these it is according to the mind of Christ that many churches 
in fellowship together should meet and confer together through their chosen representatives, 
who are able to give their advice on the matters in dispute to all the churches concerned. It 
must be understood, however, that the representatives assembled are not entrusted with any 
church power properly so called, nor have they any jurisdiction over the churches themselves 
to exercise discipline upon any churches or persons, or to impose their conclusions on the 
churches or their officers.’ – Acts 15:2,4,6,22,23,25… 2 Cor. 1:24… 1 John 4:1 

 
 
Often necessary for;  

     
Counsel – Proverbs 3:5-7… 11:14… 15:22… 24:6  

 
 
Acts 15:1-6 – 
 
Acts 15:7-21 – 
 
 
 

Preserve Unity – Ephesians 4:2-6… Acts 15:36-41 
 

http://www.founders.org/library/bcf/ref26.html#26-15

