
“BRINGING MANY SONS TO GLORY”

I. Introduction

A. About a week and a half ago, on one of these beautiful spring days 
that we have been enjoying, I was driving from my home to the 
church when I noticed some nicely dressed men and women 
walking two-by-two up to the front doors of the houses on our 
street.

 
1. We all know what is taking place when we see this.

2. The Jehovah’s Witnesses are out sharing their faith.

3. If you have ever had a conversation with a Jehovah’s 
Witness, you know that the big difference between their 
religion and historic Christianity is that they do not believe 
that Jesus is fully God.

4. The Jehovah’s Witness religion is a modern-day 
manifestation of the Arian heresy.

5. The testimony of Scripture is so clear on this subject that the 
church determined very early on in its history that anyone 
who denies the deity of Christ is denying the gospel.

6. Most Christians have a good grasp of this.

7. We understand that Christians confess that Jesus is God.

8. But the thing that we have a tendency to be less clear on is 
the importance of the full humanity of Christ.  

9. The Scriptures are equally clear on this point. 

10. Jesus had to take upon himself a true human nature in order 
to secure our salvation.
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11. Our hope of salvation is grounded upon the fact that Jesus’ 
life, death, resurrection, and ascension were accomplished in 
the same human nature that we possess.

B. This is the point that the author of Hebrews is stressing in the 
passage that we have just read.

1. He wants us to understand the significance of Christ’s 
solidarity with us in our humanity.

2. As we study this passage today, I want us to focus upon 
three things that result from Jesus’ participation in our 
human nature.

3. First, we will see that Jesus is our founder.

4. Second, we will see that Jesus is our deliverer.

5. And third, we will see that Jesus is our helper.

II. Jesus Is Our Founder (v. 10-13)

A. In the first part of our text, the writer tells us that Jesus is the 
founder of our salvation.

1. Think of how we use this term in other areas of life.

2. Were it not for the Founding Fathers, America would not 
exist.

3. Were it not for Steve Jobs, Apple computers would not exist.

4. By calling Jesus the founder of our salvation, the writer of 
Hebrews is telling us that were it not for Christ, there would 
be no salvation.

B.  Jesus founded our salvation through his suffering.

1. This is what our text means when it says that Jesus was 
made perfect through suffering.
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2. Of course, Jesus has always been perfect in his divine nature.

3. But he was not made complete in his role as the one 
Mediator between God and man until he actually 
accomplished the work for which he was sent into the 
world.

4. He had to carry out his mediatorial work in our human 
nature.

5. He was made perfectly qualified to be our Savior by virtue 
of the sufferings that he endured on our behalf.

6. By saying that this was “fitting”, the writer is telling us that 
this was the only way we could be saved.

7. Because it was human beings who sinned against God and 
brought his wrath upon ourselves, satisfaction for sin had to 
be made in our human nature.

8. Jesus is able to sanctify us, to set us apart as those who 
belong to God, because he perfectly set apart his human 
nature for service to God.

9. This prompts John Calvin to write, “If, then, we are sinful 
and unclean, we have not far to go to seek a remedy; for it is 
offered to us in our own flesh.”

C. This passage has something important to tell us about the nature of 
the salvation that Jesus founded.

1. In the Christian faith, salvation is not about having your best 
life now.

2. Nor is it merely a matter of escaping hell in the next life, 
though that is certainly an aspect of salvation. 

3. In its fullest sense, salvation is about God bringing many 
sons to glory.
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4. God’s purpose in salvation is to glorify himself by granting 
those whom he chooses to save the status of firstborn sons in 
the kingdom of heaven.

5. He plans to give us an eternal inheritance.

6. But the only way this can happen is if there is One who does 
what is necessary to obtain this inheritance.

7. This is what Jesus took it upon himself to do when he 
became a man.

D. Consider the infinite distance between Jesus and us.

1. He is the eternal Son of God, God’s beloved Son, the One 
with whom the Father is well pleased.

2. We, on the other hand, are by nature children of wrath.

3. We are not even worthy to be called Jesus’ servants, yet he 
was not ashamed to call us his brothers.

4. What wondrous love is this!

E. Our text cites three Old Testament passages in order to emphasize 
the solidarity that exists between Christ and his people.

1. The first quotation is from Psalm 22, the same psalm that 
Jesus quoted when he was hanging on the cross, saying, “My 
God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”

2. In second part of Psalm 22, the suffering one gives public 
thanks to God for hearing his prayer.

3. He says, “I will tell of your name to my brothers; in the 
midst of the congregation I will sing your praise.”

4. These are the words that will be spoken by the exalted Christ 
when his people are gathered to him at his second coming.
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F. The second Old Testament quotation comes from Isaiah 8:17, where 
the prophet says, “I will put my trust in him.”

1. The writer of Hebrews is telling us that those words pointed 
to Christ.

2. As the founder of our salvation, Jesus trusted God the Father 
to vindicate him.

3. He had to live by faith.

4. He was a real man, with needs and emotions just like ours.

5. His lot was the same as ours. 

6. And the fact that he was vindicated after his suffering 
assures us that we too can trust God in the face of our trials.

7. How can there be any danger that our faith in Christ will 
prove to be in vain when Jesus’ trust in God was not in vain?

G. The third Old Testament quotation comes from the very next verse 
in Isaiah 8, verse 18, where the prophet says, “Behold, I and the 
children God has given me.”

1. In the original context, Isaiah was speaking of his spiritual 
children, the remnant of the faithful in Israel.

2. The writer of Hebrews says that this has been fulfilled in 
Christ, who has redeemed the children whom God has given 
to him.

3. This brings to mind Jesus’ frequent mention of those whom 
the Father gave to him in the Gospel of John.

4. This is referring to God’s decree of election, a decree in 
eternity past when the members of the Godhead committed 
themselves to carrying out the redemption of the elect.



6

5. This verse from Isaiah 8 is cited as the triumphal 
announcement that was made by Christ when he entered 
paradise at his ascension.

6. At that moment, for the first time in history, a glorified 
human being entered into the blessed presence of God.

7. When Jesus ascended to heaven in our human nature, he 
was our founder.

8. He was representing all of the children who were given to 
him by his Father.

III. Jesus Is Our Deliverer (vv. 14-15)

A. We turn now to the next part of our passage, where we see that 
Jesus is our deliverer.

1. The writer says that Jesus partook of our flesh and blood in 
order that he might redeem our flesh and blood from death 
and slavery.

2. Though Jesus is the eternal Son of God, at his incarnation he 
accepted our mode of existence without in any way 
diminishing his divine nature.

3. This was the only way we could be saved from the fear of 
death.

4. We need to have a Savior who experienced and overcame 
death in our human nature.  

5. As the early Church Father Gregory of Nazianzus famously 
put it, “What Christ did not assume he did not redeem.”  

B. Our passage says that Jesus delivered those who through fear of 
death were subject to lifelong slavery.

1. Death is the one thing that all people dread, and the fear of 
death is truly enslaving.
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2. People do all that they can to avoid having to think about 
death, at least as it pertains to them and those whom they 
love.

3. And when death intrudes into their lives, people are still 
unwilling to actually face up to it.

4. They sentimentalize it, making up all sorts of ideas to try to 
make themselves feel better.

5. Or, they seize the opportunity to put themselves in the 
spotlight, acting out a role in a tragic drama.

6. But sooner of later, every human being will personally come 
face to face with the bitter reality of death.

7. One day, all of the things that people imagine about death 
will prove to be wishful thinking and fantasy.

8. Death is something to be feared.

9. It is literally our mortal enemy.

C. Yet the Christian needs not fear death.

1. Jesus experienced death for the children who were given to 
him.

2. And in doing so, he conquered death.

3. Even though our bodies will one day die, we know that our 
Savior has gone before us and made the way safe.

4. By bearing the curse of the law in our place, he has removed 
death’s sting.

5. Death ushers the soul of the Christian into the presence of 
God, where he will await that glorious day when he will be 
clothed with a resurrected body.
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D. Jesus has also delivered us from the power of the devil.

1. Of course, Satan is still active in the world.

2. As Peter warns, “Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your 
adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, 
seeking someone to devour.” (1 Peter 5:8)

3. Satan is still waging war against the people of God, but he is 
doing so as an already-defeated foe.

4. As John Calvin explains, “For though the devil still lives, 
and constantly attempts our ruin, yet all his power to hurt us 
is destroyed or restrained.  It is a great consolation to know 
that we have to do with an enemy who cannot prevail 
against us.”

IV. Jesus Is Our Helper (vv. 16-18)

A. This brings us to the last part of the passage, where we see that 
Jesus is our helper.

1. The writer says, “surely it is not angels that he helps, but he 
helps the offspring of Abraham.”

2. Jesus had to become a man because his purpose was not to 
provide help to angelic beings but to human beings.

3. But he does not provide this help to all human beings 
without distinction.

4. He only brings help to the offspring of Abraham.

5. The help that he brings is the fulfillment of what God 
promised to Israel in Isaiah 41:  “But you, Israel, my servant, 
Jacob, whom I have chosen, the offspring of Abraham, my 
friend; you whom I took from the ends of the earth, and 
called from its farthest corners, saying to you, ‘You are my 
servant, I have chosen you and not cast you off’; fear not, for 
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I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will 
strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my 
righteous right hand.” (vv. 8-10)

6. And it is important to remember that the offspring of 
Abraham are not Abraham’s physical descendants but his 
spiritual descendants.

7. Paul makes this clear in Galatians 3, where he says that “it is 
those of faith who are the sons of Abraham…. And if you are 
Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according 
to promise.” (Galatians 3:7, 29) 

B. The help that Jesus brings focuses upon our supreme area of need:  
our need to have our sin atoned for.

1. Jesus made propitiation for the sins of the offspring of 
Abraham.

2. A propitiation is a sacrifice that appeases God’s wrath.

3. That is what Jesus accomplished in his death on the cross.

4. He faced the wrath of God as our substitute, drinking the 
cup of judgment to its bitter dregs.

5. This is why there can no longer be any condemnation for us 
if we are Christians.

6. By his death on the cross, Jesus perfectly satisfied the 
demands of God’s justice on our behalf.

C. By performing this ministry in our own flesh and blood, Jesus has 
become a merciful and faithful high priest.

1. He shared our weakness and frailty.

2. He was vulnerable.

3. He was like us in every respect.
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4. His faithful endurance of suffering should persuade us that 
he is compassionate towards us, that he is always ready to 
help us. 

5. Jesus can truly sympathize with you in your trials because 
he knows what it means to suffer.

6. He knows about the temptations that you face.

7. He knows this firsthand, as one who experienced thirty 
years of temptation without giving in to it even once.

8. If you trust in Jesus Christ as your only Lord and Savior, 
then you have a sympathetic and sufficient helper as you 
deal with your daily trials and temptations, whatever they 
may be.

V. Conclusion

A. As the God-man, Jesus is the founder of our faith.

B. Only Jesus can deliver us from death and hell.

C. He is sufficient to help us in the midst of all of the things that 
trouble us in this life.

D. When your hope rests upon Christ, your hope will not be in vain.

E. You can have full confidence that he will bring many sons to glory, 
because he has already entered into glory in our own human 
nature.


