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This is going to be my last Sunday in Grace Life for just a few weeks and it gives me an 
opportunity, since it's kind of a one time message, rather than going back to a series that 
I've been doing, it gives me an opportunity to say some things and to do something that 
otherwise might not fit very well into the calendar. 

Now, I hardly need to tell you or remind you that this is the week of the American 
holiday of Thanksgiving and if you're like most of us in my family anyway, you tend to 
associate that holiday with the material blessings of food and family and football. I'm 
good with that. I don't have any problem with food, family or football, to be honest with 
you, but today what I want to do is something a little bit different. As we give thanks this 
week, I want to give you some things this morning to elevate your view of Thanksgiving, 
to elevate your view of what you are giving thanks for, things that go beyond these 
earthly matters, as good as they are and as good as it is to receive them with thankfulness 
in our hearts, but I want to elevate your view of true thanksgiving. Not the holiday. Not 
the holiday of thanksgiving but the surpassing reasons that you should be thankful to 
God; the transcendent reasons that you should be thankful to God; the reasons that are not
even connected to the things of this life, the things of this earth. I mean, after all the truth 
of the matter is that when we start with thanksgiving and, again the attitude of 
thanksgiving, not the holiday, the truth of the matter is that most of us would tend to start 
with ourselves, look at our surrounding circumstances and pick out things that we were 
thankful for: thankful for my family or whatever. We start with ourselves and our 
circumstances as we give thanks. You know, that does something as we do that, it puts a 
ceiling on the quality of thanks that we give because that approach is earthbound and it 
puts an expiration date on our thanks because our earthly lives fade, we return to dust and
circumstances change and sometimes they get better and sometimes they get a whole lot 
worse and we don't want to have a thanksgiving that is tied toward those things that are 
temporal. I want to direct your thinking this week to the things that are eternal to be 
thankful for, a God-centered thanksgiving is what we're going to discuss here today. 
Maybe the slower pace of the coming week will give you an opportunity to think about 
these things and let them sink a little deeper into your hearts than they would in a week 
where we are faced with the usual bustle of life.

Now, what exactly does it mean to give thanks? "Thank you, Lord," what does that 
mean? What are we doing when we say. "Let's give thanks"? Well, you give thanks when
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you express gratitude to God, an appreciation to God in recognition of the benefits and 
blessings that he has given to you. You thank him for who he is and what he has done for 
you. It's an expression of gratitude as you recognize the greatness and the goodness of 
God as it has been expressed in a myriad of ways in the Scriptures and in the things in 
your life. 

As a Christian, it is only fitting for you to be thankful, profoundly thankful, deeply 
moved and thankful, because to be a Christian means that God has rescued you from the 
penalty of sin, the judgment of eternal damnation for your rebellion and your breaking of 
his commandments. In Jesus Christ he showed mercy to you when you were his enemy. 
He forgave all of your sins. He brought you into his family and now he has reserved a 
place in heaven for you where one day you will see Christ face-to-face. That is a 
profound reason to give thanks and notice that those spiritual realities have nothing to do 
with your earthly temporal circumstances. I really want you to get the fact that we're 
trying to elevate things a bit here, to elevate our view of God and why we give thanks 
rather that go beyond the meal that is in front of us on any even time. We have to elevate 
it, beloved. We have to give our heart the things that it needs to respond to God in a way 
that is worthy of him, that is independent of us and is tied to the greatness of his 
character, the greatness of his plan and the greatness of his goodness to us.

There is no doubt that a true Christian will be thankful to God. We stray from that 
sometimes as we get preoccupied with our stuff but when a Christian steps back and 
thinks about the reality of salvation, he or she will most certainly be thankful to God. If 
you can hear the things that I just said about the glories of salvation done in such a 
summary fashion and your heart be unmoved by them and cold toward the realities of 
salvation, it's quite likely that you're not a believer at all, that you are not a Christian, 
because a Christian understands these things at some level and realizes the greatness of 
what God has done and can only respond in gratitude. If you know that you have been 
delivered from sin and death and hell and you know that God intends to bring you safely 
into heaven one day, how could you be anything other than most grateful to him no 
matter what life is like today, right? This is just a matter of recognizing fundamental 
things, the most basic, the most important things and saying, "Ah, yes, I am thankful. I 
remember these things and I am grateful to you, O God." 

The Bible makes it clear that an attitude of thanksgiving toward God is a key evidence of 
true New Testament salvation. Christians are thankful people by definition. 1 
Thessalonians 5:16 through 18 says, "Rejoice always; pray without ceasing; in everything
give thanks; for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus." Hebrews 13:15 says, "Through
Him then, let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God." What does that mean? 
"That is, the fruit of lips that give thanks to His name." Thanks. "God, I am grateful to 
you for all that you have done and all that you are and all that is yet to come. Lord, my 
heart is bursting. There is so much to be thankful for, Lord, I really need a thousand 
tongues to declare it all if I were to try to speak simultaneously about them all."

Now, as we're getting started here this morning, I'm starting with an illustration here. I 
want to start with a biblical illustration to show how fitting it is for you to be thankful to 

Page 2 of 13



God, to be grateful to God, and how unseemly it is to not be thankful, to not go back to 
God and to give him thanks. So I invite you to turn to Luke 17. This is not our text this 
morning but I think it will help us set the stage for the urgency of having a grateful heart 
before the Lord and motivating our heart and seeing these things and responding with 
verbally expressed thanks to God, not just passing over them and moving on to the next 
layer of Bible study that you're going to do this week. This should stop us in our tracks, 
make us meditate and make us give thanks.

Luke 17:11, 

11 While [Jesus] was on the way to Jerusalem, He was passing between 
Samaria and Galilee. 12 As He entered a village, ten leprous men who 
stood at a distance met Him; 13 and they raised their voices, saying, 
"Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!" 14 When He saw them, He said to 
them, "Go and show yourselves to the priests." And as they were going, 
they were cleansed. 15 Now one of them, when he saw that he had been 
healed, turned back, glorifying God with a loud voice, 16 and he fell on 
his face at [Jesus'] feet, giving thanks to Him. And he was a Samaritan. 17 
Then Jesus answered and said, "Were there not ten cleansed? But the 
nine--where are they? 18 Was no one found who returned to give glory to 
God, except this foreigner?" 19 And He said to him, "Stand up and go; 
your faith has made you well." 

Ten men in that story. Every one of them, all 10 of them enjoyed the benefit of Jesus' 
power, enjoyed the benefit of the cleansing from leprosy but only one of them returned to
give thanks. The other nine missed their responsibility, missed what should have been the
right response, to turn around and to go back and say, "Lord, I see all of these blessings 
and benefits. Thank you." Today by the grace of God, those of us that are under the 
teaching of his word today, we are going to number ourselves with the minority of one in 
that story, go back to God, see from his word all of the great things for which we have to 
be thankful for, and we are going to go back with the one at the feet of Jesus, as it were, 
and say, "Lord, thank you. We are most profoundly grateful." We are not going to be like
the nine who received the benefit, took what God had given them and then walked away 
without any sense of relational response, without any sense of gratitude that goes back 
and says, "Do you know what? The gift is great but even better, Lord, is you, the giver. It 
is you the giver that I want. It's the walk with you. It's the intimacy with you that I 
treasure more than the gifts that you give. The gifts, Lord, are just an expression of your 
goodness and I look past the gifts to the goodness of the giver and give thanks and bow in
humble worship, love and adoration to you." That's what we're here to do today, beloved. 
We are going to be with that minority of one rather than the majority of nine.

Why should we as Christians be thankful to God? We're going to go beyond the things of 
this earth and focus on the transcendent qualities of God and his work, the things that 
belong to God and God alone, have a truly God-centered thanks, a truly divinely oriented 
attitude in our gratitude that would give the glory to him that belongs to him and him 
alone. And to do that and to kind of orient your thoughts, I want to take you back to a 
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passage that we have studied together in the past, going back a few years now, but turn to
Matthew 6. We're going to take an overview look at the Lord's Prayer, sometimes called 
the Disciples' Prayer in Matthew 6:9-13, and in this we are going to see the reasons that 
we should give thanks. I'm going to read that passage beginning in verse 7, actually, 
down through verse 13 where Jesus says,

7 "And when you are praying, do not use meaningless repetition as the 
Gentiles do, for they suppose that they will be heard for their many words.
8 So do not be like them; for your Father knows what you need before you
ask Him. 9 Pray, then, in this way: 'Our Father who is in heaven, 
Hallowed be Your name. 10 Your kingdom come. Your will be done, On 
earth as it is in heaven. 11 Give us this day our daily bread. 12 And 
forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 13 And do not 
lead us into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Yours is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever. Amen.'" 

Now, Jesus in this passage is teaching us how to pray and in those opening two verses, in 
verses 7 and 8, it always strikes me that he says, "Don't use that meaningless repetition 
that the Gentiles use, babbling the same words over and over again." The warning and the
command not to speak in a meaningless repetition means that your prayers can have 
meaning, that there is substance to them, things of eternal significance when we pray and 
that's what we're looking for today to motivate us in that direction.

Now, Jesus in this passage teaches us how to pray, he teaches his disciples how to pray,  
and I acknowledge that this prayer on all of these points is phrased in the language of 
petition not thanksgiving. It is phrased as requests that God would exalt his name, that his
kingdom would come, his will would be done and so forth. These are the things that Jesus
tells us to pray and he teaches it in a manner of petition and yet I think this is very 
instructive for us in the whole area of thanksgiving as well because, follow me here, if 
these verses represent what we are to ask for from God, then in light of the story that we 
read from Luke 17 earlier, surely these things are also appropriate to return and give 
thanks to God for them; to not only ask for these things but to thank God for them and let 
there be a parallel track that we are running on where even as we are asking for these 
things, we are thanking God for what we see and what we understand and what he has 
already done. So that's the idea. That's why I'm coming to this passage.

What we're going to do since I've already taught on this passage, you can get the CDs 
from our ministry, what I want to do here is not to try to exegete everything in detail and 
explain everything in detail, but simply look at this passage from a high altitude view; to 
set forth before you, as it were, the grandeur of the whole vista of great things that we 
should be thankful for. Sometimes the view of a mountain range is better than being right
up front next to the dirt in the close detail of things. Sometimes you need to step back, see
the breadth of greatness of God in one collected place and then that motivates your heart 
in a different direction. So that's what we're going to do. We're only going to touch on 
these points briefly to take in the broad picture and then respond with humble thanks 
worthy of a transcendent God. So there are six reasons I'm going to give you out of this 
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passage to be thankful this week and always. Six reasons to be thankful to a transcendent 
God. Six things for you to express gratitude to him for no matter where your 
circumstances in life may be falling. This is independent of your circumstances. These 
are the high points of privilege that belong to us as believers in Jesus Christ.

First of all, what should you be thankful for? Number 1: the person of God. Be thankful 
for the person of God. At the start of this prayer, we see that which should be the 
foundation of our gratitude to God, it is because he is who he is. It's because God is who 
he is. Look at the beginning there in verse 9. Jesus says, "Pray, then, in this way: 'Our 
Father who is in heaven, Hallowed be Your name.'" Our Father, the one who knows us, 
the one who knows our every need before we bring it before him. Our father who is in 
heaven, the sovereign majesty of the universe is our heavenly Father, the one who has 
personal care and love for us in detail down to the hairs on your head. 

That is the God to whom we are thankful for and in verse 9 Jesus says, when you pray to 
him, "Hallowed be Your name," it's a prayer that his name would be exalted. Now and 
we've talked about this in the past, understand that the name of God is more than the 
word by which we address him in biblical understanding. His name reflects his character. 
His name reflects all that he is. All of his attributes are reflected in his name. His name 
reflects his character and what is that character like? What is God like? Why would we be
thankful to him because of who he is? 

Well, the whole Bible answers that question and I'm not going to try to read the whole 
Bible to you here in the next five minutes but let me just go to a familiar passage in 
Exodus 34 to just give us something to orient our thoughts on in this regard. You don't 
have to turn there but Exodus 34:5 through 7. Moses had prayed earlier in chapter 33, 
"Show me Your glory," and then in chapter 34, verse 5, skipping over the details of the 
story to some extent, in verse 5, chapter 34, "The LORD descended in the cloud and 
stood there with him," meaning with Moses, "as he called upon the name of the LORD. 
Then the LORD passed by in front of him and proclaimed, 'The LORD, the LORD God, 
compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in lovingkindness and truth; 
who keeps lovingkindness for thousands, who forgives iniquity, transgression and sin; yet
He will by no means leave the guilty unpunished, visiting the iniquity of fathers on the 
children and on the grandchildren to the third and fourth generations.'" Look at Moses' 
response in verse 8, "Moses made haste to bow low toward the earth and worship." 

Why should you give thanks to God for his person, for his character? Listen, the 
sovereign God of the universe, the one who reigns in majesty, the one who spoke the 
world into existence in six literal 24 hour days, the one who for Christians is their  
heavenly Father, that God, that God by nature, by intrinsic immutable nature is 
compassionate, gracious, and abounds in lovingkindness and truth. That God is one who 
forgives iniquity, transgression and sin, and yet that God does so in a way that never 
compromises perfect righteousness and his perfect holiness. The character of that God is 
unsearchable, immense beyond words, immense beyond what tongue could describe. 
That God whom we will spend all of eternity with is so great and so vast and so infinite 
that the unfolding of his character will absorb our attention and our worship throughout 
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all of the halls of eternity and we will never tire of him because his character is so great! 
It's so great! And we thank him for that. We respond to him with gratitude because of 
who he is.

Psalm 86:5. I need to preach on that passage sometimes. It has meant a lot to me over the 
years. Psalm 86:5 says, "For You, Lord, are good, and ready to forgive, And abundant in 
lovingkindness to all who call upon You." How magnificent is that? Do you remember 
when you were first truly convicted of sin as a Christian and you called out to God 
knowing that you had no righteousness of your own, that you were a sinner in need of 
mercy and forgiveness and you called out and what did you find if you're a Christian? 
You found him responding to you and working in your life, relieving your conscience of 
that sense of guilt, bringing you into relationship with him, you found him without fail to 
be a God who is good, who was ready to forgive and who was abundant in 
lovingkindness to you. That's true if you're a Christian and that response from God to 
your cry of mercy and for mercy, is just a reflection of his good and gracious character, 
that he is a God who abounds in lovingkindness and truth.

Forget everything that's going on in your life outside the walls of this room. That great 
character of God alone is enough to fill your heart with gratitude that says, "O God, I 
worship you. I praise you. I thank you for who you are, who you were before I ever 
existed, and who you will be long after I'm off this earth. I thank you for that but, Lord, 
your dealings with me have been consistent with that great character. Thank you, Lord. I 
am grateful to you for dealing with me according to your gracious character and not 
giving me what my sins deserve." You can only say, "That's right." It is right for us to 
respond with gratitude to a God like that; to thank him and perhaps even to work in some 
repentance for the grumbling and complaining that has marked some of us over the past 
week or more. "Lord, thank you." Because, my Christian friends, if you have been 
released from the sentence of divine condemnation and entered into his grace, you should
be most grateful for the character of God. It should move you to thank him. Psalm 97:12 
says, "Be glad in the LORD, you righteous ones, And give thanks to His holy name." 
That's the right thing to do and what I believe about the vast majority of you in here today
is that that's what you want to do. You want to respond to God just like that, with a heart 
filled with thanksgiving toward him for who he is. That's reason to give thanks 
independent of you and me. God deserves it in his own intrinsic merit.

So as you go forward in this week of the American holiday of Thanksgiving, start here. 
Go straight to the throne of God where access has been purchased by the blood of Christ. 
Go straight to the throne of God and thank him for who he is. That's the right thing to do. 
That's what Christians do, they are grateful in response to the character of God.

Now, secondly, a second thing that you should thank God for and express gratitude for 
him is, secondly: the kingdom of God. The kingdom of God. Again, independent of you 
and me. That's what I love about this, is that this has nothing to do with you and me. This 
is all about God and his Christ whom he sent to save sinners. Look at verse 10 with me 
where it says, "Your kingdom come." Your kingdom come. That is great reason to thank 
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God, that not only is he this great God who has a great character, but that he is working 
out purposes that are eternal and glorious in their nature. 

Now, two aspects to thanking God for his kingdom is, first of all, to thank him for the 
coming earthly kingdom of Christ. The coming earthly kingdom of Christ because one 
day Jesus Christ is coming back to establish his kingdom on this earth. He is going to 
reign. He is going to be the Lord of lords and the King of kings in a visible way to 
everyone on the face of the earth. He will rule and righteousness will be supreme. 
Revelation 11:15 says that, "the seventh angel sounded; and there were loud voices in 
heaven, saying, 'The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of 
His Christ; and He will reign forever and ever.'"

Do you know what's wonderful about this? In the midst of sorrow and broken 
relationships and threatening illness and all of the other sorrows and temptations and 
difficulty of living in this world that tend to weigh us down, what I want you to lift your 
eyes up and see and to remember is that the heavy condition of sadness that sometimes 
marks your life is not permanent for you as a Christian. It's not the eternal condition of 
the way things are always going to be. These are passing matters of this earth that are 
going to yield themselves and unfold into the glorious reign of Jesus Christ. His kingdom 
is going to come. He is going to reign and you are going to be with him, reigning with 
him the Bible says, and the glory of his kingdom is going to be seen by all. Righteousness
is going to reign where sin once dominated and the passing nature of our sorrows will be 
on full display, having yielded over to the righteous reign of Christ. 

Why am I highlighting that in a message about thanksgiving? Thank God right now by 
faith for the fact that that is coming; that he hasn't passed this world over to an unbroken 
further descent into sin and ungodliness and righteousness; that the reign of the devil and 
the reign of sin and all of the wicked stuff that we see going on has an end point in the 
plan of God. His kingdom is going to come and all of that stuff is going to be overturned 
and Christ will be exalted and will reign. Yeah, we don't see it now but we possess it by 
faith. We know that this is true. This is more certain to happen than what you're going to 
have for lunch because this is the promise of God, this is the eternal plan of God. This is 
coming and so recognize that coming kingdom and be grateful for it now. And as you 
think about it, it motivates you to pray that way and say, "O Lord, bring that sooner rather
than later because I want to see Christ exalted. I want to see him ruling in righteousness 
but I'm grateful, Lord, for the knowledge and the assurance that that is coming. Christ is 
going to return and establish a kingdom on this earth and every knee will bow before 
him. Thank you, Lord, for that."

There is an earthly dimension, I think there is a spiritual dimension to this kingdom that 
Jesus teaches us to pray about as well because this prayer, "Thy kingdom come, Your 
kingdom come," also reminds us of God's continuing work to bring sinners to salvation. 
There is an earthly dimension to the kingdom that is still future, there is a spiritual 
kingdom that we see and participate in even now. Colossians 1:13-14 says that, "He," 
meaning Christ, "rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the 
kingdom of His beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins." I 

Page 7 of 13



couldn't help but think about this verse earlier this week because my spiritual birthday is 
November 20th. It was on Friday, I guess it was, 26 years ago plus two days that the Lord 
rescued me from darkness and transferred me to the kingdom of his beloved Son. 
Glorious and I'm thankful and what I want you to see is that this petition, "Your kingdom 
come," should remind you that when you repented and turned to Christ in faith, God 
brought you into his spiritual kingdom and put you under the rule of Christ. 

So you thank God for your salvation. You are grateful to him for that. You recognize that
benefit and you respond with thanksgiving to him. We should all probably be daily, if not
hourly, conscious of that and thanking God for that and never letting that get old. But you
know, I want you to go past that, past your own salvation and think about something else 
that feeds your attitude of thanksgiving. We should be thanking God that he has also 
saved those that we love and care about. If you have family members that are in Christ, 
you have a Christian spouse, Christian children, Christian friends, oh, the majesty of that 
and the fact that people you love also belong to Christ, people that you love have been 
delivered from the divine condemnation of going to hell as the just punishment for their 
sin and now they are in union with Christ and they are walking with Christ and they are 
going to be with Christ throughout all of eternity, you should be saying, "O God, thank 
you for that too. It's not just me that I'm grateful for but the people that are near to my 
heart you have brought and you have saved them as well. God, how good are you! I see 
it! God, I recognize the benefits that you have brought your kingdom to their life as well 
and I thank you in response for it. And Lord, there are still some that are outside of Christ
and I just pray that you would extend your hand of mercy just a little bit further and bring
them in as well." Grateful, thankful for spiritual blessings from God that have nothing to 
do with this world, nothing to do with your circumstances, things that are going to endure
throughout all of eternity you see and you thank God for. It's so much more elevated than
just looking at a plate of food and saying, "Thank you, God, for that." That's appropriate, 
that's good, but anchor your thanksgiving in these exalted eternal things of God and you'll
find that you have more than enough to occupy a thankful heart throughout all the years 
the Lord gives you. It's wonderful and your eternal salvation should be central to that for 
which you give thanks to God.

You know, as you think about these things, it starts to make the things that we grumble 
and complain about seem pretty petty by comparison, don't they? The things that we get 
worked up about this or that, we see them in the light of these eternal matters, the 
greatness of God, the kingdom of God, and say, "O Lord, I'm ashamed how much I gripe 
about things that don't really matter and how those elevate me to an attitude of grumbling
when these other things are all around me in your word and I don't find time to thank you 
for that, Lord. I'm sorry, Lord, but I see it now and I thank you now because you are so 
good."

Now, thirdly. The person of God, the kingdom of God, thirdly, you should be thankful for
the providence of God. The providence of God. This is a series of messages all on its own
but, thirdly, the providence of God is something that you should be thankful for. Look 
back to Matthew 6 where Jesus says at the end of verse 10, "Your will be done," this is 
the way that we should pray, "Your will be done, On earth as it is in heaven." Now, when
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we walked through and studied the Lord's Prayer together, we explained that there were 
really two dimensions to God's will that theologians recognize: there is the aspect of 
God's moral will which refers to his revealed commandments by which we are to live, 
these are the things that we are to obey. I'm not going to focus on that this morning 
except to acknowledge it here, but there is a second dimension to the will of God: his 
secret will and God's secret will refers to his eternal decree by which he established 
everything that would ever happen in the universe. 

The Apostle Paul refers to this will when he says this in Ephesians 1:11, he says, "God 
works all things after the counsel of His own will," and we studied that passage at length 
back a couple of years ago, but he works all things after the counsel of his will. From the 
fall of a sparrow, Matthew 10, to the fall of a nation, all points in between, the rise of an 
earthly life and the fall of an earthly life, God is actively at work in absolutely everything 
that happens. The Bible teaches that God continually upholds his entire creation and he 
sovereignly works in absolutely everything that happens and thus directs all creatures and
events to accomplish his purposes. Your earthly life is under the providential hand of 
God, the sovereign hand of God. The joys and the sorrows, the successes and the failures,
the good decisions and the bad decisions, God is working through all of that individually 
and collectively to accomplish his eternal purposes. Nothing nothing nothing nothing has 
ever happened in your life that somehow God wasn't at work in, and not only was he at 
work in it, he had a purpose in it and his purpose was to bring it to a point where it would
be part of the large tapestry of the order of the universe that would accomplish the 
purposes that he established in Genesis 1:1 that he had in mind when he created the 
heavens and the earth. Everything that happens to you is under the providential hand of 
God. It's glorious. This is a glorious thing and so even when calamity strikes or seems to 
strike, you can step back with confidence and say, "This hurts, I don't get it, but do you 
know what? God is at work in it and therefore it's going to be okay." That is the privilege 
and birthright of a true Christian to have that kind of serene confidence going through 
life. 

So as you give thanks this coming week, beloved, take a high view of God as you do so. 
Remember that he is always accomplishing his will even in the details of life. Even in the
sorrow of broken relationships, somehow God is at work in that. When you understand 
that, when you believe that, you are suddenly released to give thanks, to thank him that 
he is at work in absolutely everything that happens and that he is working out his 
purposes whether life is good, bad or indifferent, God's will is being done. And if you're a
Christian, that means that you have brought yourself under the plan and purposes of God,
that your desires are secondary and therefore as long as God's purposes are being 
accomplished, you are happy and thankful, and because God's purposes are always being 
accomplished, then you always have reasons for gratitude under the providential hand of 
God. 

This is glorious. This is totally liberating. This is totally wonderful. We should just be 
filled with gratitude if I stopped right now, but we haven't even gotten halfway through 
the Lord's Prayer yet. There is just more and more and more. And if you're like me and 
you come to those times where you say and you start to thank God and you run out of 
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things pretty quickly, this ought to put an end to that. Just seeing the person of God, the 
kingdom of God, the providence of God, all being matters that we can be grateful for, and
yet there is more. There is more.

Point 4: we can be thankful for the provision of God. The provision of God, and here 
eternity does intersect with our earthly lives. I love this prayer, the condescension of God 
to our daily lives in this prayer. Verse 11 Jesus says, "Give us this day our daily bread." 
Jesus uses the word "bread" here as a shorthand term to refer to the daily necessities of 
life. You as a Christian should recognize and should remember that everything you have, 
whether it's a little or a lot, everything that you have has come from God's hand as an 
expression of his goodness to you. As you enjoy the common grace of food and drink 
today and in the coming week, recognize that that's God's hand giving you your daily 
bread. As you enjoy other aspects of things in life from your family to your finances to 
your ministry to all other points, understand and recognize that God is giving these things
to you and providing for you in a way that meets your daily needs. The sovereign God of 
the universe undertaking to feed you on a daily basis, the sovereign God of the universe 
who also feeds the sparrow on a consistent basis, who watches over that sparrow when it 
falls to the ground, who knows and counts the numbers of hairs on your head, so 
intimately involved with every detail, so graciously involved behind-the-scenes – and get 
this – providing those things to you faithfully day by day even when you have forgotten 
for weeks on end to even acknowledge him in it and to thank him for it. He is faithful and
he is providing these things, again, as an expression of the goodness and faithfulness of 
his character. The Bible says that he causes the sun to rise on the evil and the good, sends
rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. He pours these things out when we are grateful,
he pours them out on Christians, he pours them out on people who will never bow their 
knee to him and is good to them as well. The provision of God for all of his creation 
should make us step back and give thanks, to be grateful, because he has been good.

Matthew 6:31, look over there with me. Jesus said, "Do not worry then, saying, 'What 
will we eat?' or 'What will we drink?' or 'What will we wear for clothing?' For the 
Gentiles eagerly seek all these things; for your heavenly Father knows that you need all 
these things." He knows. He cares. And in light of that, verse 33, we take a different 
pursuit of priority as a result. Jesus says, "But seek first His kingdom and His 
righteousness, and all these things will be added to you." The knowledge of the provision 
and the faithfulness of God releases us from worrying about the daily needs of life and 
lets us focus on the pursuit of his kingdom and his righteousness; lets us focus on 
pursuing a grateful heart to him which is only right. That's what I want you to see, 
beloved. More than anything, I want you to see that being grateful and thankful to God, 
it's only right. It's only right to respond to him and say, "Thank you for this. Lord, I will 
not be one of the nine who ask for things from you, take it from you and then I go on my 
way and forget to ever come back and bow before you and say thank you." The approach 
of the nine is wrong. That's sinful. Beloved, what I want for you is to respond to God in 
gratitude, to remember these things, to call them to mind, to recognize his benefits and be
grateful, thankful because that honors him.
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But there's more. We're just unfolding blessing after blessing after blessing from God. 
Point 5: there is the pardon of God. The pardon of God. Look at verse 12 where Jesus 
teaches us to pray, "And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors." 
Viewing sin as a debt that needs to be repaid. This particular petition is referring to the 
forgiveness that God grants in our daily lives as Christians. When we sin against him, he 
forgives us so that our sins do not interrupt our fellowship with him. We confess our sins 
and receive a cleansing of conscience, a restoration of conscious joy in our fellowship 
with the Father. 

Don't you know what that's like as a believer? You've sinned, you know better, it was out 
of the wickedness of your own heart, the failings of your own heart, the pursuit of 
temptation rather than the means of escape from that temptation and you have sinned as a
result of it, you've gone to God and you have confessed that to him and had the sense and
the remembrance that, "Ah, yes, Christ shed his blood to forgive me of all of my sins," 
had that sense of the restoration of joy in your walk with God and the humble recognition
that he has not changed or abandoned you, restored to fellowship rather than antagonism. 
Don't you know that? Don't you know that as a believer? Haven't you sensed that as you 
have confessed your sins and known the forgiveness of God, the certainty of it as 
revealed objectively in his word and then having a subjective sense that, "Yes, this is true
in my life and I am freed from the pangs of a guilty conscience because that which 
produced guilt was placed on Christ and now I am forgiven because of the intercession of
my Savior on my behalf"? Don't you know that? Doesn't it make you want to be thankful 
and grateful to him? 

1 John 1:7, "the blood of Jesus His Son," continually, "cleanses us from all sin." Call that 
to mind today. Call that to mind this week, the pardon of God, the ongoing cleansing 
from sin that God gives to you as a Christian, and thank him for it. "God, I don't have to 
go through life under the burden of an accusing conscience and the demands of your 
unfulfilled law because Christ has fulfilled it all on my behalf. He has shed his blood to 
grant me the forgiveness of sins. I am fully restored to you. You have been so good to me
physically, spiritually in ways that go beyond my comprehension and, God, I know, oh 
God, I know that when I confess my sins, I'm only giving a sampling of the real 
sinfulness that's in my heart, that I don't know the depths of the deceitfulness of my heart 
and yet you have forgiven me for that. You have cleansed me from all unrighteousness, 
even that which I don't even see. O God, I come back in recognition, I come to your 
throne and I thank you for that." Won't you do that, beloved? Won't you respond to him 
that way? A heart full of gratefulness, of gratitude to him for the ongoing pardon of your 
sins? Your sins are forgiven. 

And I may be wrong with what I'm about to say here, I don't think so or I wouldn't say it. 
I can certainly say this: there is certainly a temptation for us to take that for granted the 
longer we have been in Christ. As these truths become more ingrained in our convictions 
and our understanding, we start to take this for granted. Confession becomes a little bit 
perfunctory. What I want you to see today is that the pardon of God for your daily sins 
should never lose its fresh sense of power in your life. Our holy God is a forgiving and 
gracious God. We have an advocate in heaven in the Lord Jesus Christ who represents us 
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before the Father. He has turned away the wrath of God forever from us. That's a 
profound matter for thanks. His person, his kingdom, his providence, his provision, his 
pardon, our hearts aren't big enough to encompass all the greatness of these things.

One final thing, point 6: we thank God for the protection of God. The protection of God. 
Verse 13, Jesus taught us to pray, "'And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen." Look 
back over your life, those of you that have been Christians for any manner of time at all, 
and think back and remember the trials and the temptations that the Lord has brought you
through. Remember those things and as you sit here today, look back and say, "Ah yes, 
God had his hand on me through all of that. Even when I wasn't seeking him like I should
have been, he was steering me. He was guiding me in his providence." You say to 
yourself, "You know, there would have been times where I would have fallen into sin but
God steered me away from that with a timely word from the Scriptures or from the 
intervention of a friend who said, 'What are you doing?' Or just the conviction of my 
conscience that said, 'No, this isn't right. I need to step back from that.'" And you went a 
different direction, you turned toward righteousness again. See the leading of God in your
life away from temptation and into the pursuit of righteousness in those things and thank 
him for it. Realize that he is faithful and that he will continue to be so.

The Apostle Paul at the end of his life in 2 Timothy 4 said this, 2 Timothy 4:16-18. Listen
to this. This expresses what I'm trying to put across to you here. He says, "At my first 
defense no one supported me, but all deserted me; may it not be counted against them." 
Listen to this, verse 17, "But the Lord stood with me and strengthened me, so that 
through me the proclamation might be fully accomplished, and that all the Gentiles might
hear; and I was rescued out of the lion's mouth." He looks back and he sees the protection
of God and in verse 18 he looks forward now. He says, "The Lord will rescue me from 
every evil deed, and will bring me safely to His heavenly kingdom; to Him be the glory 
forever and ever. Amen." He looked back and he saw the protection of God and he said, 
"Do you know what? I know God's going to be faithful. I look forward, I know he's going
to rescue me from every evil deed in the future and deliver me safely into his kingdom. 
Glory be to his name! Thank you, Lord, for what you have done and what I know by the 
certainty of your character that you have yet to do. Thank you. God, I am grateful to you 
for that!" 

Paul enjoyed complete protection and in that protection he gave glory to God. He was 
grateful. He was thankful. It reminds me of the line from the hymn, "Amazing Grace, 
Through many dangers, toils and snares, I have already come. It's grace that brought me 
safe thus far, and grace will lead me home." It's a vertical dimension to giving thanks, 
beloved. His character, his kingdom, his providence, his provision, his pardon, his 
protection. We are swimming in an ocean, an ocean of the goodness and greatness of 
God, never to be exhausted of reasons to be thankful and grateful to him. If you don't 
know Christ, come to him. Confess your sins and receive him for the forgiveness of sin 
and enter into the majestic nature of this Christian life. For those of you that know him, 
this week let your thanksgiving be vertical, let it be spiritual, let it be profound in a 
manner that is worthy of our great God and King.
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Let's pray.

Lord, thank you. Thank you for who you are. Thank you for your eternal kingdom. Thank 
you for your providence in our lives. Thank you for your faithful provision for our needs. 
Thank you that you have pardoned all of our sins in Christ Jesus. And Lord Jesus, we 
know that that came at the cost of your own life and your own blood. We call that out and
thank you for it. We thank you for your protection. You protected us even before we were 
Christians to give us time to repent and now that we are in Christ, you have protected us 
all the way through that. You have turned us away from temptation, even though we have
fallen and we take responsibility when we sin, we know that our lives are more sanctified
because of your work. We thank you for the protection that is yet to come. We are fully 
confident that you will deliver us into heaven where we will see our Savior first of all. We
will see the print of the nails and we will be made like him for we will see Christ as he is. 

Lord, thank you. We are grateful. It seems so inadequate to say that and limit it to those 
words but, Father, look beyond the inadequacy of our words and see the deep gratitude 
in our hearts. We know that you are great, you are good, and you have been 
magnificently, unspeakably great to us, and that we have only seen the beginnings of it 
that will be unfolded throughout all of eternity, Lord, all on unworthy sinners like us. 
Thank you. And for those who don't know Christ, Lord, extend your mercy to them. 
Stretch your hand of mercy just a little further to bring those who don't know Christ in 
this room to yourself, that they too might enter into this chorus of appropriate thanks and
praise to you for the greatness, the unspeakable greatness of who you are and all that 
you have done. In Christ's name we gratefully pray. Amen.

You have been listening to Pastor and Teacher, Don Green. For more information about 
the ministry of the Grace Life Pulpit, visit at www.thegracelifepulpit.com. Please note 
law prohibits the unauthorized copying or distributing of this audio file. Request for 
permission to copy or distribute are made in writing to the Grace Life Pulpit. Copyright 
by Don Green. All rights reserved.
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