
2097 - PRODUCTS of WHAT WE BEHOLD - 2 Cor 3.16-18 

PRELIMS. A very difficult verse to translate! It means: We are 
changed into what we behold! One commentator translated it as: “We 
are what we ‘eat’ ”! Now, the Sociologists have some things right! 
When they maintain that we are products of our environment, they 
are, up to a point, correct, even Biblical! What we see, what we hear, 
what we read, what we are told has a great influence on what we 
believe, and what we actually become! Many atheists use this theory 
to persuade us that Xns are only Xns because they have been brought 
up as Xns! I remember having to argue against this at work. There is 
of course, a certain amount of truth in that. Fact is – that most 
atheists are atheists because of their environment! Most 
evolutionists are evolutionists, not because they have tested the 
‘evidence’, but because some scholars have told it is true! If Xnity is 
accepted because of the teaching people receive, it is much more 
true that unbelievers are unbelievers because of their teaching!  

We are being transformed into the same image [18] the same image 
that we are beholding! Paul is telling us that when one turns to the 
Lord, the veil is removed [16] he will behold the glory of the Lord 
[18]! When we are converted, the blindness is taken away and we see 
truth as it really is! If we are beholding Jesus we will become like 
Him. We are influenced and affected by what we see and hear and 
think about our heroes. We copy their live-styles - what they wear…
eat…do! We want to be like them so we copy them! 

If someone successful says something it will very likely be believed! 
That’s why advertisers publish their products thru famous people 
making positive statements about their Cornflakes, or soap powders! 
The magazines in Asdas – are all portraying someone famous on the 
front, saying something which people will listen to and believe. 
Teenagers buy magazines to read about filmstars, popstars football 
stars and their private lives. And they do copy their habits. 

A young woman went to a marriage counsellor who was unable to 
discover the cause of her many affairs! Until he discovered what she 
did in her spare time. Since a teenager, she watched ‘soap operas’ on 
TV. Years and years of watching the couples breaking up their 



relationships had their effect on her – she just lived the way the 
people she watched, lived!! She assumed their character without 
realising! Role models are very important people – that’s why 
famous people are warned re being examples! It used to be that 
internationalists were told before a tour, “Remember, you are 
representing Scotland 24hrs a day”! People are watching and will 
make a judgment about Scotland by what they see in you! *It is not a 
coincidence that our generation (with average TV viewing 7 hrs 
daily), has the world’s lowest morals, highest divorce rate and 
Europe’s highest teenage pregnancies! We become what we behold! 
We are transformed into the same image - the ‘image’ on the telly!  

Why do you think Jesus prayed Father, I desire that they also whom 
You have given Me… may see My glory? [J17:24] Because it would 
result in being like Him! In fact conversion is likened to ‘getting a 
view of Jesus’! John =”We have seen His glory, as of the only Son 
from the Father, full of grace and truth …and from His fullness we 
have all received and grace upon grace [J1:14] X knew this principle 
(that we are influenced by what we gaze on!) and so He prayed for 
His disciples that they would behold and gaze upon Him. 

What was the one thing David desired of God more than anything 
else? Ans: We just sang it: That he would dwell in the House of God 
and gaze upon the beauty of the Lord [Psa 27:4] APP Have you ever 
gone to church with the intention of gazing at Jesus? That is a real 
spiritual experience! And it is wonderful – that’s why David said 
he wanted to do it all the days of my life! [Psa 27:4b] – because he 
enjoyed it? Have you missed out on something in church? 

David, knew the cost of looking at wrong things! He looked at 
Bathsheba! Many years after that he wrote I will not set before my 
eyes anything that us worthless [Psa 101:3] Ie ‘I will not plan to look 
at anything that would displease God’ so in old age: Remember not 
the sins of my youth…My eyes are ever toward the Lord [Psa 
25:7,15] Turn my eyes from looking at worthless things [Psa 119:37]  

APP Many people will only be able to make a judgment about Jesus 
Christ by watching Xns! The only Christ they will see, is the Christ 
in YOU and me! That’s why Paul said Let everyone who names the 



name of the Lord depart from iniquity [2T2:19] I believe that Jesus 
told us about a Model He had for Himself, for a reason! He said the 
Son can do nothing of His own accord, but only what He sees the 
Father doing. For whatever the Father that the Son does likewise 
[J5:19] That reason was so that we too would have that same model. 
The words follow Me appears 19 times in NT! Jesus knew human 
nature needs a model to follow, for He knew that if they did not 
follow Him, they would follow someone else! That is why God sent 
the Person of Jesus into the world - the best way to reveal God! 

WHAT WILL WE SEE WHEN WE LOOK AT JESUS? 

John who understood Jesus best and knew most about Him, said He 
was full of grace and truth! The outstanding characteristic of Jesus 
was His graciousness and truthfulness! It is very difficult to be 
both! We, in trying to be nice (gracious), are very often not truthful 
Sometimes we don’t have the ‘guts’ to be honest with our best 
friends! We are afraid to hurt them so we tell ‘white lies’! That is 
probably one of the biggest problems in the Church today! We need 
to be more honest with one another at Presbytery, KS, Bible Study! 

Look at Jesus! When He sent disciples to Jerusalem to ‘prepare’ for 
His visit, the people there did not ‘receive’ Him – Peter/John asked 
Jesus should they pray for fire to come down and consume them 
(just as Elijah did), thinking they would please Jesus by their 
‘faithfulness’! Jesus turned and rebuked them… ‘You do not know 
what manner of spirit you are of. For the Son of man came not to 
destroy people’s lives but to save them’ [L9:55] (We must never 
forget we in the Church are in the human salvage and reclamation 
business!’) No matter how annoying, or how irritating or frustrating 
people can be, we are here to help and love and save them!  

X was gracious and truthful – He knew that His disciples needed 
that rebuke! There is far more good done in a rebuke than many 
people imagine. “Let the righteous man strike me - it is a kindness; 
let him rebuke me - it is oil for my head [Psa 141:5] Solomon says 2 
things …reprove a wise man and he will love you [Pr 9:8] + Better is 
open rebuke than hidden love [Pr 27:5] ie love that covers faults! 
Faithful are the wounds of a friend [Pro 27:6] *Story of Minister 



who eventually got charge! It was a disaster! Congregation left! He 
could not get another charge! At last, he left the ministry himself, 
and was a blessing in secular employment but said ‘If only my 
student friends had told me the truth when I was with them instead 
of them telling me the truth – I was never ‘cut out’ for the ministry’!  

What makes this subject so serious is that quite often we do not 
know when we are becoming like someone. Subconsciously we can 
and do adopt the habits, accent, values, ideals, of those we admire.  

Theological students have told me they are accused of copying ‘such 
and such a preacher’, but they swear blind they are not copying him. 
They do not intend to copy – but they appear to do so!! They just 
don’t realise people copy their heroes unawares!  

When Jesus told Peter Get behind Me Satan…you are not mindful of 
the things of God but the things of men he got a tremendous shock! 
He wouldn’t have believed it from anyone else! Peter thought he was 
doing well. But he wasn’t! I wonder what the other apostles thought 
of Peter then! Were they as shocked? Maybe not! That is why Paul 
said we are known and read by all [2] - people are watching us and 
noticing us, and recognising the spirit we are of! People are noticing 
things that we ourselves do not see in ourselves! Paul was not afraid 
to say You yourselves are our letter of recommendation [2] The 
people around you know best the kind/type of person you really are!  

when one turns to the Lord the veil is removed [16]!! Do you know 
what Paul means? Can you recall ‘a veil’ as it were, that blinded you 
from seeing Jesus as the Son of God who took away the sins of the 
world, being removed from the eyes of your soul, so that you now 
see Jesus only as the One who is to be followed, believed, loved?  

So, has the veil been removed for your eyes? If so, then are you/I 
being transformed…from one degree of glory to another (higher 
degree)? If not - it will be because you are not enough in the 
presence of Jesus Christ. You need to read the Bible more, you need 
to be more in prayer and meditation focussing on the Jesus Christ’s 
life, death, resurrection! Are we too much in the world and 
subconsciously adopting the values of all those around us?


