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John 20:24–31 

24  Now Thomas, called the Twin, one of the twelve, was not with them when 
Jesus came.  
25  The other disciples therefore said to him, “We have seen the Lord.” So he said 
to them, “Unless I see in His hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into 
the print of the nails, and put my hand into His side, I will not believe.”  
26  And after eight days His disciples were again inside, and Thomas with them. 
Jesus came, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, “Peace to 
you!”  
27  Then He said to Thomas, “Reach your finger here, and look at My hands; and 
reach your hand here, and put it into My side. Do not be unbelieving, but 
believing.”  
28  And Thomas answered and said to Him, “My Lord and my God!”  
29  Jesus said to him, “Thomas, because you have seen Me, you have believed. 
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”  
30  And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which 
are not written in this book;  
31  but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God, and that believing you may have life in His name. 
 

Doubt and the Resurrection 
John 20:24-31 

 

INTRO: 

 

We travel back in history by means of the historical Biblical record to visit with the 

disciples and specifically Thomas in the tumultuous week after the resurrection. What 

do you do if you are one of these men? Do you believe? What if you doubt? Let’s find 

out in our visit today. 

 I. The Refusal to Believe (v. 24-25) 

II. Reason to Believe (26-31) 

 

I. The Refusal to Believe (v. 24-25) 

 

John 20:24–25    “Now Thomas, called the Twin, one of the twelve, was not with 

them when Jesus came. The other disciples therefore said to him, ‘We have 

seen the Lord.’ So he said to them, ‘Unless I see in His hands the print of the 

nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and put my hand into His side, I 

will not believe.”’  

 

A. Some skeptics believe the disciples believed in the resurrection because they 

were desperate to believe. We do not find a group of disciples determined not to 

believe when we read verses 19-20.  
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“Then, the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors 

were shut where the disciples were assembled, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came 

and stood in the midst, and said to them, “Peace be with you.” When He had said 

this, He showed them His hands and His side. Then the disciples were glad when 

they saw the Lord.”  

 

B. Lest we think that Thomas was some super doubter, we need to remember that 

the disciples had more than seen someone who looked like Jesus. They saw the 

Lord Himself appear miraculously in their midst and they had seen the evidence of 

his crucifixion in the wounds in His body. 

 

C. Now, let us jump ahead to Thomas in our text in verses 24-25.  

“Now Thomas, called the Twin, one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 

came. The other disciples therefore said to him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ So he 

said to them, ‘Unless I see in His hands the print of the nails, and put my finger 

into the print of the nails, and put my hand into His side, I will not believe”’  

While the disciples were elated because of their experience, Thomas was 

determined not to be easily persuaded. He had invested three years of his life 

because he was persuaded the Lord Jesus was the promised Messiah. Now he was 

confused and felt cheated. No one was going to pull the wool over his eyes again. 

 

II. Reason to Believe (26-31) 

 

John 20:26-27    “And after eight days His disciples were again inside, and 

Thomas with them. Jesus came, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, 

and said, ‘Peace to you!’ Then He said to Thomas, ‘Reach your finger here, and 

look at My hands; and reach your hand here, and put it into My side. Do not be 

unbelieving, but believing.’”  
 

A. Thomas had a full week to think about everything and then the next Sunday, 

Jesus once again appears to His disciples. This time Thomas is there. When He 

appears in their midst, The Lord, who was not present when Thomas demanded his 

proof answered Thomas’ demands.  

v.27    “Then He said to Thomas, ‘Reach your finger here, and look at My hands; 

and reach your hand here, and put it into My side. Do not be unbelieving, but 

believing.’”  

This is helpful to us who were not there because we have an eyewitness account of 

the evidence of the wounds. Thomas saw them, and Thomas touched them.  

 

B. Thomas’ response in faith was even stronger than his desire to not believe.  

John 20:28    “And Thomas answered and said to Him, “My Lord and my God!”  

How could Thomas make such a declaration so quickly changing his mind?  
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1. In the week before the Lord appeared again, he no doubt thought about 

several things he saw and heard in the three years plus he lived as the Lord’s 

disciple. For example, remember what the Lord Jesus said in John 8:57-59?  

“Then the Jews said to Him, ‘You are not yet fifty years old, and have You seen 

Abraham?’ Jesus said to them, ‘Most assuredly, I say to you, before Abraham 

was, I AM.’ Then they took up stones to throw at Him; but Jesus hid Himself and 

went out of the temple, going through the midst of them, and so passed by.”  

 

2. In John 10:17-18 Thomas heard the Lord Jesus say,  

“Therefore My Father loves Me, because I lay down My life that I may take it 

again. No one takes it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I have power to lay it 

down, and I have power to take it again. This command I have received from My 

Father.”  

 

3. He was there in the upper room when the Lord Jesus said,  

John 14:1–6    “’Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in 

Me. In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told 

you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 

come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also. 

And where I go you know, and the way you know.’” Thomas said to Him, ‘Lord, 

we do not know where You are going, and how can we know the way?’ Jesus 

said to him, ‘I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father 

except through Me.’”  

 

4. Thinking about these things crystalized in that moment in profound belief and 

commitment to Christ. 

 

C. The Lord responds with a wonderful beatitude.  

v.29    “Jesus said to him, ‘Thomas, because you have seen Me, you have 

believed. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.’”  

Our Lord is not talking about belief rooted firmly in midair. While we cannot see and 

touch the scars in His hands, we have a historical record that gives us ample reason 

to believe. This is John’s point in the rest of this chapter.  

“And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are 

not written in this book; but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is 

the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name.” 

 

Hymn  #213  Because He Lives 


