
HOW TO BEHAVE IN THE HOUSE OF GOD
1 TIMOTHY 3:14-16

Introduction
There is nothing like the local Church!   

If you want to grow in your walk as a believer, the local Church is a
must!

If you want to know more of the truth of the Word of God, you must
not forsake the local assembly! 

If you want to please God with your life, then the Local Church must
be an essential part of your life.

If a local Church is what it suppose to be, the Word of God is taught, preached
and practiced in it!

Understand that it is my goal as pastor of this Church to be a preacher:
. . . who doesn't compromise, but rather teaches and preaches the truth!
. . . who hates sin and loves the Bible!

Paul wrote to young Timothy here that the Church was the pillar and ground
of the truth!  That word “pillar” is an architectural image that would have
meant much to both Timothy and the Ephesian Church because the great
temple of Diana had 127 pillars to it!  This “pillar” aspect of the Church’s
ministry relates primarily to displaying the truth of the Word!  The local
Church puts Jesus Christ on display in the lives of faithful members!

This “pillar” aspect of the Church also relates to the fact that it sustains and
upholds the truth.  It is a supporter of the truth!  Truth is foundational to
the local Church!

The word “ground” suggests a bulwark or a defensive wall! As a bulwark, the
Church is to be a defender or protector of the truth!  When local Churches
turn away from the truth and choose to compromise in their ministry, then the
enemy makes progress!  We must take a stand against sin and apostasy!

We must “...earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the
saints.” (Jude 3)

The local Church is built on Jesus Christ the Truth! 
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If a Church doesn't believe or practice the doctrine of Christ as revealed by the
Scripture, then they are a false religion!

Jesus is the foundation of the Church! (1 Corinthians 3:11–“Other foundation
can no man lay. . .”)  
These truths about Jesus are an essential part of what makes up the
foundation of the Church!: (Lord willing we’ll deal more with this next
week!)
1. God was manifest in the flesh. (John 1:1,14); 
2. Justified in the Spirit (Matthew 4:1-11, Romans 1:4); 
3. Seen of Angels; (From before His incarnation unto His present glory!)
4. Preached unto the Gentiles;  
5. Believed on in the world; 
6. Received up into Glory. 

I want to pull out a phrase out of verse 15 that will be the basis for my
message today.  “ That thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself
in the house of God.”   (Talk about growing up as a child in Church!)

I’ve been in Church all my life and too many times I have seen things happen
at Church that ought to never happen at Church. 
(Exp.–Let’s just take the Church At Corinth as an example: It had envying,
strife, and divisions which led to all sorts of other evil!)

James 3:4–“For where envying and strife is, there is confusion and every evil
work.”

Galatians 5:15–“But if ye bite and devour one another, take heed that ye be
not consumed one of another.”

I’ve observed over the years that most problems in the Church come from
hearts that are carnal and cold!  (Paul had it right in 1 Corinthians 3!)

I want to ask and then answer 3 questions as we think on this subject:  

“How To Behave In The House Of God.”
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I. WHAT SHOULD WE BRING WHEN WE COME TO THE
HOUSE OF GOD?
A. We Should Bring Ourselves!

Heb. 10:25–“Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves
together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another:
and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.”
We should be careful to not allow anyone or anything to come
between us and our Church attendance!

I know some things can’t be helped, but sometimes folks use
some of the flimsiest excuses to not be in Church!

B. We Should Bring Our Children! 
Proverbs 22:6–“Train up a child in the way he should go. . .”

Ephesians 6:4–“. . .bring them up in the nurture and
admonition of the Lord.”

Nothing is as important in light of eternity as the Church is—
Not ball games, not school work, not house work, not a job, not
our rest, not anything.

C. We Should Bring Our Bible!
1. Making sure of the Scriptures! 
2. Marking the Scriptures!
3. Mastering the Scriptures! 

D. We Should Bring Our Tithes! 
1  Corinthians 16:2–“Upon the first day of the week let every
one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him...”

E. We Should Bring Our Best Attitudes!
Psalm 122:1–“I was glad when they said unto me, Let us go
into the house of the LORD.”

What is your attitude in coming to Church?
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One’s attitude has a lot to do with what one gets out of Church!

We should come asking the LORD to give us something!

WHAT SHOULD WE BRING TO THE HOUSE OF GOD?
Ourselves, Our Children, Our Bible, Our Tithes, Our Best Attitudes!

II. WHAT SHOULD WE NOT BRING TO THE HOUSE OF GOD?
There are some things which should have no place in the Local
Church!
A. We Should Not Bring Attitudes Which Grieve the Holy

Spirit!   (Ephesians 4:30-32) 
1. Bitterness–“Sharp, pricking, biting”
2. Wrath–“To be violently agitated or angry.”
3. Anger–“Implies you’re looking to punish. i.e. revenge”
4. Clamour–“An outcry”
5. Evil Speaking–“Vilification.”  (Same as the word

blaspheme)
6. Malice–“Badness or malignity.”

B. We Should Not Bring A Complaining Or Murmuring
Spirit! 
John 6:43–“Jesus therefore answered and said unto them,
Murmur not among yourselves.”  (To a group of Jews!)

1 Corinthians 10:10–“Neither murmur ye, as some of them
also murmured, and were destroyed of the destroyer.”

C. We Should Not Bring A Tired Spirit!
Coming to Church takes preparation—physically, emotionally;
and spiritually!  Are you preparing properly or are spending
your time filling up with world so much you can’t hear from
God while you’re here?

D. We Should Not Bring A Distractive Spirit!
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1. Did you know that if we come to Church for the wrong
reasons, we are more likely to become a distraction to
others.  Why are you here?

2. Did you know that when we are only concerned about
our own agenda we easily becomes a distraction to
others.  (i.e.  When what YOU want is more important
to you than what GOD wants!)

 Listen, if we don’t come to Church with a right heart and with
the right motives, intents and purposes, we can easily become a
tool of distraction in the hands of the enemy!

WHAT SHOULD WE BRING TO THE HOUSE OF GOD?
WHAT SHOULD WE NOT BRING TO THE HOUSE OF GOD?

III. HOW SHOULD WE COME TO THE HOUSE OF GOD?
(Ephesians 5:17-20)
A. We Should Come With God’s Will For Our Lives In Mind!

(vs 17)

B. We Should Come Filled With The Holy Spirit! (vs 18)
1. Praising And Worshiping the Lord! (vs 19)

Psalm 100:1-2—“Make a joyful noise unto the LORD,
all ye lands. Serve the LORD with gladness: come
before His presence with singing.”

2. Being Thankful To The Lord. (vs 20)
Psalm 100:4–“Enter into His gates with thanksgiving
and into His courts with praise: be thankful unto Him
and bless his name.”

C. We Should Come With An Open And Prayerful Attitude
Expecting God To Do Something In Our Lives And The
Lives Of Others!
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Psalm 139:23-24–“Search me, O God, and know my heart: try
me, and know my thoughts: And see if there be any wicked way
in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.”
1. We Should Be Open To God’s Search Light In Our

Lives!

2. We Should Be Open To God’s Leading In Our
Lives!

D. We Should Come With The Idea Of Preparing Better For
The Lord’s Work!  (Ephesians 4:11-12)
Matthew 28:19-20–“Go ye therefore, and teach all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things
whatsoever I have commanded you:”
1. Prepare for doing the will of the Lord in your own life.

2. Prepare for the work of the ministry.

3. Prepare for winning the Lost to Christ.

4. Prepare for the coming of the Lord!

E. We Should Come With Heart Ready To Both Hear And
Respond When The LORD Speaks To Us!
1. Confessing our sins!
2. Getting right with God and with others!
3. Ready to do what God shows us we need to do!

Conclusion:
Oh friend, we should be ready at all times to behave in the House of God. 
How are you behaving in the House of God?

Are you being faithful like you should or does any and every little old thing
keep you away from Church?  Do you look for a reason to stay away?  
Or do you look forward in anticipation to be here?
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Are you coming like you should with an open Bible and a right heart attitude
open to what God wants to do in your life?

Are you coming with a spirit of praise and worship?  A spirit of expecting God
to do something in you, for you, through you, and around you?

Or are you coming with a wrong spirit—full of bitterness, wrath, anger,
clamour, evil speaking and malice?  

Do you have a kind and tenderhearted spirit toward those in the Lord or an
unforgiving spirit?

Are you full of complaining and murmuring or full of praise and worship?

Do you come with a distracting spirit or with one that points others to Jesus?

Forget about what the preacher or anyone else thinks about how you came to
Church today—What does God think?

Would God be pleased with how you came to Church today?

What the preacher or anyone else thinks about you is not near as important as
what God knows about you!

Don’t leave here without getting things right with God!

Even when we come for the wrong reasons sometimes we can leave with
something wonderfully unexpected!
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