
 

 

April 13, 2014 
The Fruitless Fig-tree  

Luke 13:6-9; Luke 13:31-35 
 

I. The symbolism of the fig-tree – 
6
 He also spoke this parable: "A certain man had a fig tree planted in 

his vineyard, and he came seeking fruit on it and found none.  
7
 "Then 

he said to the keeper of his vineyard, `Look, for three years I have 
come seeking fruit on this fig tree and find none. Cut it down; why 
does it use up the ground?'   

8
 "But he answered and said to him, `Sir, 

let it alone this year also, until I dig around it and fertilize it.  
9
 `And if it 

bears fruit, well. But if not, after that you can cut it down.'"   (Luke 13:6-
9 NKJ) 
 

1. “A certain man” :6  is symbolizing God 
2. “a fig tree” :6 is Israel / Judah 
3. “In his vineyard” :6 = a privileged place, which should 

maximize fruitfulness – Romans 9:1-6 
4. “the keeper of his vineyard” :7 = Christ, possibly other faithful 

ministers as well … 
5. “Cut it down” :7 God’s righteous judgment 
6. `Sir, let it alone this year also, until I dig around it and fertilize it.” :8 

Represents God’s patience and continued ministry even in 
spite of NO FRUIT! Romans 10:21 

7. .  
9
 `And if it bears fruit, well. But if not, after that you can cut it 

down.'"   :9 Represents the fact that patience with lack of 
fruitfulness will not last forever 

 
God describes Israel, His own chosen people, in this way - 
10

 "I found Israel like grapes in the wilderness; I saw your fathers as the 
firstfruits on the fig tree in its first season. But they went to Baal Peor, 
and separated themselves to that shame; They became an abomination 
like the thing they loved. (Hosea 9:10 NKJ) 
 

The prophet Micah speaks to the SADNESS of such a situation – 
NKJ  

Micah 7:1 Woe is me! For I am like those who gather summer fruits, 
Like those who glean vintage grapes; There is no cluster to eat Of the 
first-ripe fruit which my soul desires.  

2
 The faithful man has perished 

from the earth, And there is no one upright among men. They all lie in 
wait for blood; Every man hunts his brother with a net. 

 
3
 That they may successfully do evil with both hands-- The prince asks for 

gifts, The judge seeks a bribe, And the great man utters his evil desire; So they 
scheme together.  

4
 The best of them is like a brier; The most upright is sharper 

than a thorn hedge; (Micah 7:1-4 NKJ) 
 

The fig leaf or fig leaves were and are in insufficient COVER for sin – 
7
 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they were 

naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves coverings. 
 
8
 And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the 

cool of the day, and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of 
the LORD God among the trees of the garden.  

9
 Then the LORD God called to 

Adam and said to him, "Where are you?"  
10

 So he said, "I heard Your voice in 
the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; and I hid myself." 
 (Genesis 3:7-10 NKJ) 
 

Adam was a gardener – 
15

 Then the LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to tend 
and keep it. (Genesis 2:15 NKJ) 

It is natural he would think he could cover himself with his own works, yet he 
knew he could not face God wearing only fig leaves … so he and his wife hide 
themselves … 
 
Yet in order for sin really to be COVERED there had to be a sacrifice – 
21

 Also for Adam and his wife the LORD God made tunics of skin, and clothed 
them. (Genesis 3:21 NKJ) 

(1) This clothing required a death 
(2) This clothing was something God did 
(3) This clothing pointed ultimately to Christ’s sacrifice  
(4) We are dreadfully wrong when we think we can cover our own sins 

with so called “good works” these are like fig leaves or in God’s eyes 
filthy rags  

6
 But we are all like an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are like filthy 

rags; We all fade as a leaf, And our iniquities, like the wind, Have taken us 
away. (Isaiah 64:6 NKJ) 
 

II. The Jewish people of Christ’s day, for the most part, 
were not seeing their NEED for the provision of Christ’s 
righteousness – 

1. There were some who would pretend to be Christ’s saviors – 
31

 On that very day some Pharisees came, saying to Him, "Get out and depart 
from here, for Herod wants to kill You." (Luke 13:31 NKJ) 

2. Yet, Jesus knew they were pretenders, actors, hypocrites – 



 

 

Note, this is a parallel passage with Matthew 23, Matthew gives us a 
fuller picture of Jesus’ response – See Matthew 23:1-28 plus … 
29

 "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! Because you build 
the tombs of the prophets and adorn the monuments of the righteous,  
30

 "and say,`If we had lived in the days of our fathers, we would not 
have been partakers with them in the blood of the prophets.'  

31
 

"Therefore you are witnesses against yourselves that you are sons of 
those who murdered the prophets.  

32
 "Fill up, then, the measure of 

your fathers' guilt. 
 
33

 "Serpents, brood of vipers! How can you escape the condemnation 
of hell?  

34
 "Therefore, indeed, I send you prophets, wise men, and 

scribes: some of them you will kill and crucify, and some of them you 
will scourge in your synagogues and persecute from city to city,  

35
 

"that on you may come all the righteous blood shed on the earth, from 
the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah, son of 
Berechiah, whom you murdered between the temple and the altar.  

36
 

"Assuredly, I say to you, all these things will come upon this 
generation.  

37
 "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets 

and stones those who are sent to her! How often I wanted to gather 
your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, 
but you were not willing!   

38
 "See! Your house is left to you desolate; 

 
39

 "for I say to you, you shall see Me no more till you say, `Blessed is 
He who comes in the name of the LORD!'" (Matthew 23:29-39 NKJ) 
 

3. Sometimes Jesus sees through us, even when we do not see 
ourselves – 

A. He knew what He would do, he was not threated or scared of 
Herod – Luke 13:32-33 

 

B. He knew Jerusalem, He knew going there would mean His 
death, He would not be fooled by “Hosannas” upon His entry - 

 34 
"O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and stones 

those who are sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children 
together, as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, but you were not 
willing!

 35 
"See! Your house is left to you desolate; and assuredly, I say 

to you, you shall not see Me until the time comes when you say, 
`Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD!'" (Luke 13:32-35 
NKJ) 
5
 "Tell the daughter of Zion, `Behold, your King is coming to you, 

Lowly, and sitting on a donkey, A colt, the foal of a donkey.'…  
8
 And a 

very great multitude spread their clothes on the road; others cut down 
branches from the trees and spread them on the road.   

9
 Then the 

multitudes who went before and those who followed cried out, saying: 
"Hosanna to the Son of David ` Blessed is He who comes in the name 
of the LORD!' Hosanna in the highest!"  

10
 And when He had come into 

Jerusalem, all the city was moved, saying, "Who is this?"  
11

 So the 

multitudes said, "This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth of Galilee."  
(Matthew 21:5-11 NKJ) 
 

C. Likely at least partially the same multitude that cheered “Hosanna” 
and Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD! Less than a 
week later yells … 

21… 
"Crucify Him, crucify Him!" 

 
22

 Then he said to them the third time, "Why, what evil has He done? I have 
found no reason for death in Him. I will therefore chastise Him and let Him 
go."  

23
 But they were insistent, demanding with loud voices that He be 

crucified. And the voices of these men and of the chief priests prevailed. 
 
24

 So Pilate gave sentence that it should be as they requested. (Luke 23:20-24 
NKJ)   
 
27

 And a great multitude of the people followed Him, and women who also 
mourned and lamented Him.  

28
 But Jesus, turning to them, said, "Daughters 

of Jerusalem, do not weep for Me, but weep for yourselves and for your 
children.  

29
 "For indeed the days are coming in which they will say, `Blessed 

are the barren, wombs that never bore, and breasts which never nursed!'  
30

 
"Then they will begin`to say to the mountains, "Fall on us!" and to the hills, 
"Cover us!"'  

31
 "For if they do these things in the green wood, what will be 

done in the dry?"  
32

 There were also two others, criminals, led with Him to be 
put to death.   

33
 And when they had come to the place called Calvary, there 

they crucified Him, and the criminals, one on the right hand and the other on 
the left.   

34
 Then Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what 

they do." (Luke 23:27-34 NKJ) 
 

III. There is no such thing as “good fruit” from sinful human 
nature – 

16
 I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh.  

17
 

For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and 
these are contrary to one another, so that you do not do the things that you 
wish. 

18
 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.   

19
 Now the 

works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, 
lewdness,  

20
 idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of 

wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies,  
21

 envy, murders, 
drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I 
also told you in time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit 
the kingdom of God.  

22
 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 

longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
23

 gentleness, self-control. 
Against such there is no law.   

24
 And those who are Christ's have crucified the 

flesh with its passions and desires.   
25

 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk 
in the Spirit.   

26
 Let us not become conceited, provoking one another, envying 

one another.  (Galatians 5:16-26 NKJ) 
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