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Finding God’s Perfect Will For Your Life 
 
Introduction: 
Christians who have a close walk with the Lord earnestly want to know God’s will for their lives.  

The younger we are the more acute the need to know this is, but even we old codgers have 
to seek the Lord’s direction from time to time or advise those younger than us. 

 
Should I got to college or trade school or just start working? 
What should I major in? 
What vocation is God leading me into? 
Is God calling me into the ministry? 
Does God want me to remain single or get married? 
Who should I marry? 
How many children should we have? 
Where should we live? 
What house should we buy? 
Should I stay at my present job or interview at a new company? 
Should I launch out on my own and start my own business? 

 
Today we’ll discuss the whole concept of deciding on God’s will specifically for your life! 
 

Evidence God Has A Special Plan For You 
 
Does God have a special, personalized plan for your life? Based on the entirety of 

Scripture, I would tend to say that He does.   
 
1. What do the following texts indicate about whether or not God has a special, 

personalized plan for your life? Jeremiah 1:5, 29:11-14, John 5:30, 1 Corinthians 12:4-11, 
Ephesians 1:3-6. 

 
a) As a principle, the Lord said to the ancient Hebrews through Jeremiah: 

 
ESV Jeremiah 29:11-14 . . . I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans for 

wholeness and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope. Then you will call upon me and 
come and pray to me, and I will hear you. You will seek me and find me. When you seek me 
with all your heart, I will be found by you, declares the LORD . . . 

 
 Would this promise not also apply to God’s new covenant people? (Rhetorical). 

 
b) ESV John 5:30 [Jesus said]. . . I seek not my own will but the will of him who sent me. 
 
Jesus sought and followed the Father’s will for Him.  We naturally want to do the same thing. 
 
ESV John 10:10 . . . I came that they may have life and have it abundantly. 
 
A truly abundant life is only to be found in the center of God’s will. 
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c) Spiritual Gifts Parallel: The Holy Spirit gives to each one of us spiritual gifts according to 
His divine will.  

 
ESV 1 Corinthians 12:4-11 . . . there are varieties of gifts. . . To each is given the 

manifestation of the Spirit . . . who apportions to each one individually as he wills. 
 
This is very personal and varies from believer to believer. It is up to each one of to find and use 

our gifts in service to Him. Similarly, it stands to reason that God has a specific, tailored plan 
for each our lives. 

 
d) Predestination Parallel: In the realm of salvation, we know that God sovereignly 

predestines certain people for salvation. God works in the lives of the elect to bring them to 
faith. This is very personal, very individualistic.  According to Ephesians 1:3-6, God chose 
each one of His elect before the foundation of the world. From our point of view if often looks 
like believing in Jesus was totally our own free will decision (“I have decided to follow 
Jesus”).  Later we find out how involved God was in the process; so too with God’s will for 
each of our lives. Just as with predestination, God has a perfect will for each of us.  

 
ESV Jeremiah 1:5 Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I 

consecrated you . . . 
 

The Problem: How do you go about finding God’s will? 
 

What process do you use in finding God’s will for your life? (Rhetorical). 
 
Target Bull’s Eye: Image a shooting target. You’ve got concentric circles. Everything outside 

the outer circle is clearly off limits (don’t steal, don’t lie, don’t marry an unbeliever).  You miss 
the whole target and you are in sin!  Within the outer circle is God’s moral will, which is the 
same for every Christian (be holy, walk in faith, be filled with the Spirit).  The bull’s eye, the 
dot in center is God’s perfect will for your life specifically.  If you’ve ever tried to shoot a bullet 
at the bull’s eye, you know that the problem is that the bull’s eye seems elusive; it almost 
mocks/taunts you! It seems hard to hit it. We naturally are concerned: What if I miss it? 

 
Sad Reality: You can miss God’s will for your life.  You can be out of God’s will. God has 

given us the freedom to disobey. Every time you sin, you are out of God’s will. 
 
How can you know God’s will for your life? (Rhetorical). As we make wise choices from 

among many good options within boundaries, God is so working in our lives as to cause us to 
make the right choices (just like with predestination and what is seemingly totally our own 
decision to follow Jesus). 

 
Sanctified Decisions: Even though you can disobey God and be out of His will, if you truly 

desire to know and obey His will for you personally, then you can’t miss it. God will 
supernaturally guide you into it.  He’ll do that primarily through sanctified decisions. 
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The Prerequisite 
 
In school, before you can take calculus you must first have mastered algebra. It is a 

prerequisite. If you really want to find God’s will for your life, a prerequisite is necessary: 
 
ESV 2 Corinthians 5:9 . . . whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please 

him. 
 
As with the target, is your aim to please Jesus in all you say think feel and do? Really? 

If not, you are going to have a very hard time of it. 
 
You must want to glorify God with your life more than you want to breathe. 
 
ESV Matthew 22:37-39 [Jesus said]. . . You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart 

and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great and first commandment. And a 
second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 

 
That is the launching pad, the first step, in finding God’s will for your life.   
 
BE/DO: Frank Sinatra used to croon, “do be do be do”. As you become all God wants you to 

BE He will supernaturally direct you into what He wants you to DO. 
 
ESV Philippians 2:12 . . . work out your own salvation with fear and trembling . . . 

 
----------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Wrong Way: The Emotional Easter Egg Hunt Approach 

 
A popular answer to the question, How do find God’s will for your life? is what I call the 

Emotional Easter Egg Hunt method. 
 
Emotional Easter Egg Hunt: It is up to you to discover God’s will for your life, but it is a 

hidden secret. The process you go through is somewhat akin to a child’s Easter egg hunt.  
God’s will for you is a hidden prize. God wants you to find it, but finding it involves anguished 
prayer, deep soul searching and waiting to that “ah ha” moment when a still small voice 
speaks, or you get a calming inner peace or you get a shiver in your liver. 

 
Biblical Examples: Proponents of the Emotional Easter Egg Hunt might point to: 

 
Paul had a unique road to Damascus experience wherein he learned God’s will for his life. The 

expectation is you might have such a revelation too (albeit in a less spectacular form). 
 

Elijah: The King James Version describes God speaking to Elijah in a “still small voice” (1Ki 
19:12).   

 
Moses had a burning bush experience wherein he learned God’s particular will for his life. The 

expectation is that we can too (in one form or another). 
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You and Me: The Easter Egg approach suggests you can and should expect some type of 
sensory experience. 

 
Common Easter Egg Hunt Phrases: In this approach you hear such statements as: God 

showed me that . . . God wanted me to do such and such. God told me to go to. . . Let us 
discern the mind of the Lord in this matter. God called me to do this. 

 
How It Works: The Easter Egg approach involves much private prayer (ggod), soul searching 

(can be health), lots of wise counsel (biblical), a knowledge of Scriptural boundaries ( God 
will never lead contrary to Scripture) but then beyond that (and here is the distinguishing 
factor) you will also feel a subjective inner peace or hearing a still small voice or getting a 
supernatural word of knowledge or having a prophet speak into your life or getting what 
Charismatic Christians call a rhema word from the Lord. 

 
Emotions: In this approach the final arbiter are your emotions. With most people, right or 

wrong (often wrong), emotion is one of the primary reasons for making decisions. 
 
Example: Why do you want a divorce? “I don’t love for him anymore (fell out of love); I don’t 

feel it; I don’t care anymore.” 
 
Example: A lawyer I knew wanted to attend special seminar in Colorado by a super attorney 

who was famous for winning court room cases. The seminar focused on how to win. 
 
Truth: Emotion is a good servant but terrible master. 

 
Ways This Approach Can Be Abused:  What happens if you accidentally drop your Easter 

Egg? It’ll break. 
 
• When you don’t get any emotional leading, it can lead to indecision, inaction and paralysis. 

You sometimes never get a strong direction from the Lord. In that case do you do nothing 
(“wait on the Lord”) and perish from indecision? 

 
Example: Suppose two people of the opposite sex are great friends, really like each other, 

know each other well, have the same goals and dreams, both walk with the Lord, neither is 
called to celibacy, each is attracted the other, they’ve even discussed marriage and really like 
the idea of it, but . . . they are paralyzed because neither is sure if the other person is really 
God’s will for who to marry. Neither want to miss God’s best.  

 
Fork: When you to a fork in the road you can go left or right or still there and perish from 

indecision. Milford Umfress of Boonville, Mississippi was found of telling the true account of a 
woman he knew whose husband was teaching her to drive. They came to a fork in the road.  
She nervously asked, “Which way?” Her husband said, “You decide” whereupon she drove 
straight between the two forks, off the road and out into a field. 

 
• Even when you think you’ve found God’s will, even then you may not be sure. You can still 

have doubts. This can be unsettling and lead to a lot of second guessing. The whole process 
can be very subjective; you may not have actually heard God’s voice at all. 
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• You think you have found God’s will due to a shiver in your liver, then you launch out in 
obedience only to have it all result in complete disaster. The reality is that shiver was not 
from the Lord at all. 

 
Real Life Bad Example: A young woman met a fine Christian brother and was convinced he 

was God’s choice for her. In the meantime, friends tried to introduce her to other eligible 
bachelors, but she would not hear of it (“God told me who I’m going to marry”). The first 
problem is he lived in a foreign country. The second problem is that he knew her well and 
told others she was not his type. No matter; she waited literally years for him to change his 
mind, passing up other men. Eventually he married someone else. She seemingly wasted 
years waiting for the wrong guy. 

 
• It can lead to not taking personal responsibility for bad choices we made. After all, if God tells 

you what to do and it turns out badly, it was not your fault; God told you to do it:  
 
Example: “God told me to quit my job, move my family to Arkansas, raise alpacas, and live in 

a barn without running water that is totally off the electrical grid. I just don’t understand why it 
didn’t work out. What was God thinking?” 

 
• It can encourage poor decision making. Why go through a though tough decision making 

process when you can simply get God to tell you what to do?   
 

Real Life Bad Example: A man called me on the phone to inform me that my interpretation of 
a certain passage of Scripture was wrong. I gave him the reasons why I held to my view and 
asked him how he dealt with those considerations.  He replied that he had prayed about the 
correct interpretation and God told him what it really meant and that if he gave any credence 
or consideration to my arguments, he would be calling God a liar. Let me tell you, that is a 
real conversation stopper. That is a form of spiritual one-upmanship. The man was beyond 
reason. Why spend hours studying the Bible when you can just pray about its meaning? 

 
Summary: The Emotional Easter Egg approach is traditional and popular, but IMHO there is a 

better answer to the question, How can you know God’s will for your life? 
 

Right Way: The Sanctified Decision Approach 
 
****2. According to Genesis 2:16-17, what was God’s will concerning Adam’s diet? 
 
ESV Genesis 2:16-17 . . . the LORD God commanded the man, saying, "You may surely eat 

of every tree of the garden, but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not 
eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die." 

 
Adam could eat from any tree except the one. There was freedom within boundaries, just like 

the shooting target. 
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Gary Friesen: In his book Decision Making and the Will of God, Gary Friesen gives the 
example of Adam and Eve’s very first dinner together in the Garden of Eden.  Eve asks 
Adam what he’d like for dinner.  Adam repeats what God told him:  they were free to eat any 
fruit or nuts they wanted except from that one tree. Eve said she really wanted to please the 
Lord with this first supper so she got Adam to go ask the Lord what God’s perfect will was for 
their first dinner. Adam trudges off and asks God.  When he gets back home Eve asked what 
God said. Adam told her He said the same thing He said before:  They could eat anything 
they wanted.  So Adam said, let’s just have some apples. Eve asked how she should fix the 
apples: diced, fried, frittered, baked, dumplings, salad, what? Adam didn’t know, so Eve 
urged him to go ask God again.  When he got back Eve said “Well?” Adam said “God didn’t 
really answer the question. I guess he expects us to decide for ourselves, just like when he 
left it up to me to name all the animals” (p. 165ff). 

 
This is an illustration of the sanctified decision making approach to discovering God’s will. 
 
Of course even in the Easter Egg view, most people do not pray and earnest seek God’s will 

for what they’ll eat for dinner or which pair of sockets to wear. The Easter Egg is usually 
reserved for the bigger more significant decisions. 

 
Principle: Consider that God gave us renewed minds for a reason:  to consider and make 

sanctified decisions. Even though God has a special plan for your life, consider the possibility 
that finding that plan does not involve Easter Eggs! 

 
ESV Romans 12:2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of 

your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect. 

 
------------------------------------------------------- 
 
****3. Mosaic Law required God’s people to give a tithe to God. You didn’t need to seek 

God’s face or pray about it.  God’s will was to give 10%. What giving guidelines are we 
given under the Law of Christ, according to 2 Corinthians 9:7? 

 
ESV 2 Corinthians 9:7 Each one must give as he has made up his mind, not reluctantly or 

under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 
 
In the area of giving God has allowed us freedom to choose. Joke: It has been said that when 

it comes to giving, some people will stop at nothing!  Here is the key: each one must give as 
he has made up his mind.  It is a free will issue.  Make up your mind!  Whatever you decide 
to give is the bull’s eye for you!  You are to give until it makes you happy (cheerful)! 

 
Principle:  God expects us to use our minds in free will giving.  Of course you pray about it, 

but God wants it to be you who makes the final decision. 
 
------------------------------------------------------------- 
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***4. In the Easter Egg Hunt approach to God’s will, there is a lot of talk about a mystical 
call to the ministry, even as Paul had a Damascus Road experience or Moses the 
Burning Bush.  How did Paul describe the pastor’s the call to ministry in 1 Timothy 
3:1? 

 
ESV 1 Timothy 3:1 The saying is trustworthy: If anyone aspires to the office of overseer, he 

desires a noble task. 
 
Paul put the call down to aspiration and desire.  That’s all he said about it, except for then 

listing the qualifications for being an elder. There is nothing about a mystical call. 
 
Principle: An aspiration coupled with a desire along with a qualified life constitutes a divine 

call. It does not have to be a burning bush experience.  It does not have to involve a special 
rhema from the Lord. 

 
----------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
****5. If anyone could be expected to receive direct and specific direction from God, it 

would be missionaries. How did God direct Paul and Silvanus to send Timothy off to 
Thessalonica?  

 
ESV 1 Thessalonians 2:17 to 3:1-2 . . . since we were torn away from you . . . in person not 

in heart, we endeavored the more eagerly and with great desire to see you face to face . . . 
when we could bear it no longer, we were willing to be left behind . . . and we sent Timothy . . 
. to establish and exhort you in your faith . . . 

 
The reason given was that they could stand the suspense no longer. They wanted a report on 

how the church was doing. 
 
Principle: God helps us make decisions by directing our wills and our wills are influenced by 

circumstances (“when e could bear it no longer”). 
 
--------------------------------------------------------- 
 
****6. How did God lead Paul to send Epaphroditus off to Philippi (Phlp 2:25-26)? 
 
ESV Philippians 2:25-26 I have thought it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus . . . for he 

has been longing for you all and has been distressed because you heard that he was ill. 
 
God directed Paul through Paul’s thought process. Paul “thought it necessary.” God also 

directed Paul through Paul’s circumstances: Epaphroditus was “longing” to go there and felt 
“distress.”  

 
Principle: God directs us through our thoughts and circumstances. 
 
------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
7. In Titus 3:12, why did Paul spend the winter at Nicopolis? Compare Acts 16:6-10, 20:3, 

16. 
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ESV Titus 3:12 . . . do your best to come to me at Nicopolis, for I have decided to spend the 

winter there. 
 
Paul wintered in Nicopolis because Paul decided to spend it there. He did not say, “I prayed 

about it and God told me to stay here”.  I don’t doubt that Paul did pray for wisdom to make 
the right decision, but it was Paul who made the sanctified decision.   

 
ESV Philippians 4:6 . . . in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 

requests be made known to God. 
 
ESV James 1:5 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all 

without reproach, and it will be given him. 
 

ESV Acts 20:3 . . . he [Paul] decided to return through Macedonia. 
 
ESV Acts 20:16 . . . Paul had decided to sail past Ephesus, so that he might not have to 

spend time in Asia . . . 
 
Principle: God directs us through the sanctified decisions we make. In general, God will so 

arrange our circumstance and our desires that the decisions we make are the decisions He 
wants us to make. 

 
Inspiration Parallel: The Bible is an inspired document.  It is God’s Word to us.  Yet it was 

written by real people who were not robots. You can see differing literary styles in the Bible. 
God so shaped and influenced the lives of the authors of Scripture that what they wrote of 
their own free will was exactly what God wanted them to write so that every word is from the 
Lord. 

 
Caveats:  There are prerequisites to this principle of sanctified decision making. 
 
1) God allowed Adam to disobey and eat from the forbidden tree. God will also us to sin (which 

is clearly against His will). If we are living lives of known willful sin, then you can’t trust your 
decisions to be directed by God.  Your decisions won’t be sanctified. You may well miss 
God’s perfect will for you.   

 
Example: If the reason Paul decided to stay in Nicopolis was to rob the pagan temple there, 

then I would not conclude that Paul’s decision to stay was God’s perfect will for him. 

2) Sometimes you make what seems to be a sanctified decision, God intervene and says no.  
See Acts 16:6-10 (read). Allow for God to supernaturally step in at times. 

 
----------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
One really big life issue is who we marry, right?  If there even was a place for the Emotional 

Easter Egg approach, it is concerning who you marry. 1 Corinthians 7 is all about marriage. 
 
****8. What can we learn from 1Corinthians 7:39 about who is a widow free to marry? 

See also 2 Corinthians 6:14. 
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ESV 1 Corinthians 7:39 A wife is bound to her husband as long as he lives. But if her 

husband dies, she is free to be married to whom she wishes, only in the Lord. 
 
She is free to marry whoever she “wishes.”  
 
Word Study: “Wishes” (7:39; make a wish!) is from thelo and means to will, to desire, to want, 

to like, to delight in. 
 
What forbidden fruit was marked off in 7:39?  She can only marry in the Lord (another 

Christian). 
 
ESV 2 Corinthians 6:14 Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers. For what partnership 

has righteousness with lawlessness? Or what fellowship has light with darkness? 
 
This sounds very much like Adam in the Garden: Eat whatever you want to, but within 

boundaries. 
 
Key Principle: In finding God’s will for who you should marry one key factor is: Who do you 

wish to marry? Watch this: You are free to be married to whoever you wish.  Qualifying 
factors include knowing what else the Bible says about marriage and seeking wise counsel 
(maybe that other person is not as wonderful as you think). That the potential partner is a 
genuine believer, is also singe, is of the opposite gender, is walking with the Lord (marry a 
ministry partner not someone who is a basket case ministry need all unto themselves), and is 
also wants to marry you! It also assumes you have prayed about it and sought wise counsel. 
If those who know you best say be careful, it’s a bad match, the other person has serious 
character flaws, you need to take that into serious consideration.   

 
 

9. Based on Proverbs 18:1, 15:22 and 24:6, what factors go into making sanctified 
decisions? 

 
ESV Proverbs 18:1 Whoever isolates himself seeks his own desire; he breaks out against all 

sound judgment. 
 
ESV Proverbs 15:22 Without counsel plans fail, but with many advisers they succeed. 
 
ESV Proverbs 24:6 . . . by wise guidance you can wage your war, and in abundance of 

counselors there is victory. 
 

Abuse: The abuse of this approach is that it can lead a neglect of the importance of a close 
walk with the Lord, not earnestly seeking His face, failing to pray for guidance, not being 
open to supernatural intervention (vision, prophecy, word of knowledge, supernatural 
urgings). Our God is a personal God, but some turn this approach into Deism (God is 
detached, uninvolved, lets the world run on autopilot). 
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So What? 
 
Before you can expect God to direct you through your sanctified desires and decisions, there 

are several critical factors that must be in place in your life.  These factors serve as guide 
rails to channel you. 

 
10. To whom did Jesus promised to manifest Himself (John 14:21)? 
 
ESV John 14:21 Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. 

And he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to 
him. 

 
We must first know and keep Jesus’ commandments. Next week we will examine various 

areas of life where the Bible explicitly says, “This is God’s will for you.” 
 

Quiet Confidence: When I was in seminary, a fellow student told a professor, “I think God is 
trying to tell me something.”  The professor replied that our Sovereign God had no trouble at 
all communicating. If God desired to tell the student something, there was no “trying” to it. 
The message would come through loud and clear! So too, God has no trouble directing you 
into His perfect will for your life. We may have false expectations about how He’ll do the 
directing, but direct He will if you earnestly desire it.  You can have a quiet confidence in the 
life decisions you make. 

 
Rifle Example: We began by comparing finding God’s will to a shooting target.  The bull’s eye 

is God’s specific will for your life.  How can you hit the bull’s eye?  Now let’s talk about the 
rifle. In order to hit the target all the sights have to line up: bull’s eye, bead on the tip of the 
gun barrel, the rear sight, your eye (4 points). If they do line up, the bullet will go straight to 
the target. The six areas of God’s known will are light the sights on a gun. You almost can’t 
miss God’s will!  God will channel you into it. 

 
God gave you a mind and He expects you to use it for His glory and your good.  
 
Think, plan, decide, set goals, strategize. Be ambitious for God’s kingdom. 
 
Don’t just sit and wait for things to happen; make them happen. Sometimes people get 

paralyzed waiting to find God’s will. Purpose to do great things for God. 
 
Stephen E Atkerson 
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