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Romans 1:1-7. Let’s hear the Word of God. 
 

Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the 
gospel of God, which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the 
holy Scriptures, concerning his Son, who was descended from David 
according to the flesh and was declared to be the Son of God in power 
according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, through whom we have received grace and apostleship to 
bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of his name among all the 
nations, including you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, To all 
those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints:  Grace to you 
and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.1 

 
May God add his blessing to the reading and our understanding of his Word.   
 
In high school or college, students are frequently asked on tests or on homework to 
compare and contrast the following. Does that bring back some memories? Compare and 
contrast the following. 
 
Well, let’s get your assignment out of the way. Compare and contrast the following. Two 
statements made by men as they near death. First by Gandhi who said, “My days are 
numbered. For the first time in 50 years I find myself in the slough of despond all about 
me is darkness.” Compare and contrast that with this statement made by Ira Sankey the 
famous hymn writer. Sankey, who had been blind for several years dictated this farewell 
message to friends.  Quote, “I have only a little longer of earthly darkness and then the 
sunshine of the Father’s throne.  Good night. Good night.” 
 
We sang earlier a hymn not written by Sankey, but could have been. 
 
Brightness of my Father’s glory, 
Sunshine of my Father’s face. 
 

                                                
1 Romans 1:1-7. 
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But what a difference. Gandhi led a nation. Sankey led singing. But as the end of life 
approached it was Sankey, the Christian believer who understood that life is not just a 
matter of darkness.  There is the brightness of the Father’s face, because we have the 
hope of eternal life.   
 
The apostle Peter tells us that we are always to be ready to give an answer for the hope 
that we have.  The Christian has hope. Whereas the non Christian, we are told, is without 
hope and without God in the world. 
 
Well, this morning I would like for us to consider how the resurrection of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ gives hope to us. Through him we have the hope of resurrection and 
the resurrection of our Lord gives us hope, what is a living hope. 
 
Now, you may recall I spent the Sundays over the Lenten season considering various 
terms that were used by the writers of the New Testament as they proclaimed the 
message of the cross.  We don't end at the cross, do we?  We got to the empty tomb.  And 
I would like us to consider what the most prolific New Testament writer, the apostle Paul 
has to say about the empty tomb.   
 
The apostle Paul understood that the resurrection is central to the Christian faith.  
 
Some years ago Richard Gaffen wrote his doctoral thesis on Paul’s understanding of the  
resurrection and how all of Paul’s central teachings either relate to, indeed, revolve 
around Jesus’ resurrection from the dead. This thesis was later published under the title 
The Centrality of the Resurrection. Well, that sums it up very nicely. For Paul the 
resurrection of Jesus was central. It was central to Paul’s life, his ministry and his 
teaching. The resurrection changes him from Saul, hater of Christianity, persecutor of 
Christians to Paul who is a bond slave of Christ.  
 
And so when Paul gets around to writing his epistles, he constantly speaks about the 
resurrection, relating our justification, our sanctification, our glorification, all of these 
things to the resurrection of our Lord.  
 
Now we could look at many passages written by Paul that deal with the resurrection of 
Christ. But I chose this one from Romans because Romans is probably where Paul best 
expresses his theology.   
 
Let me put this in context.  Paul had not yet visited the church at Rome, but he plans to.  
He writes this letter during his third missionary journey while he is in Corinth. And it is 
his hope to one day visit Rome on his way to Spain. And so he feels the need to introduce 
himself to these people whom he has not yet met.  And so it is that this letter contains the 
largest greeting from Paul in any of his epistles.   
 
Let me just pause here and ask when we are thinking of an introduction.  When you are 
introducing yourself to someone how do you go about doing so? Well you probably begin 
with your name. Hello, I am fill in the blank and hopefully you can remember it. We have 
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nametags now that do most of the work for you. They even say, “Hell, I am...” And all 
you have to do is take the marker and put your name in. 
 
Well, then you might want to move from your name on to some details about yourself, 
your occupation, family details, whatever.  Well, note what Paul does in his introduction 
of himself here. He says very little about himself.  Or, I guess would could say he says a 
great deal about himself by not saying very much about himself.   
 
What does Paul do? He begins by giving his name, first thing. Paul. Then immediately he 
shifts the focus and puts the focus not on Paul, but on Christ. 
 
“Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God.”2 
 
And he then goes on to explain what the gospel is. And you want a very simple outline of 
the book of Romans. Verse one, Paul identifies himself as a servant set apart for the 
gospel of God. And in Romans 1:2 through the end of Romans is about what that gospel 
of God is. There it is in two parts.  A little more complex than that, but that is pretty 
simplistic.  He wants to go on and explain what that gospel is. 
 
In the verse three he refers to the gospel concerning his Son, concerning or regarding, 
about his Son.  In verse nine Paul will speak of serving God in the gospel of his Son.   
 
Now, of course, when we think of Paul speaking about the gospel in Romans, we can’t 
help but think of his famous declaration in Romans 1:16-17.  
 
By the way, I have just concluded teaching my junior high kids minister’s class and I 
have them memorize verses. In fact, I have them memorize Romans 1:16-17. I should 
probably give my voice a rest and just call on one of them to... No I won’t do that.  I 
won’t call on one of them to recite the verses for me from memory. But you know what 
Paul says. 
 

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for 
salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.  
For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is 
written, “The righteous shall live by faith.”3 

 
You must recall that the gospel that Paul was not ashamed of, the gospel that is the power 
of God unto salvation is, as he says, it is the gospel of this Son. He puts it in verse three.  
It is the gospel concerning or about his Son. And the good news of the gospel is that 
Jesus is alive.  Jesus is risen. The gospel is the power of God for salvation because the 
gospel is concerning his Son. 
 
And then Paul goes on to say in verse four that that Son: 
 
                                                
2 Romans 1:1.  
3 Romans 1:16-17. 
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“...was declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his 
resurrection from the dead.”4 
 
How long did it take Paul to get to the resurrection in his introduction? Four verses, 
right?   
 
Spurgeon used to say in preaching you want to make a beeline for the cross. Paul makes a 
beeline to the empty tomb, because they are connected.  By verse four he is talking about 
Christ being: 
 
“...declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his 
resurrection from the dead.”5 
 
So in Paul’s mind the resurrection of Jesus figures prominently in the gospel message, 
which he has been set apart for. So Paul cannot introduce himself any more succinctly.  
This goes beyond any name tag, any carefully crafted résumé.  
 
Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, set apart for the gospel of God, the gospel concerning his 
Son who was declared to be the Son of God in power by his resurrection. 
 
And note what he says in verse four, that through the resurrection Christ was somehow 
declared to be the Son of God in power. This is not to say that Christ was not the Son of 
God before the resurrection, but through the resurrection he is declared to be the Son of 
God in or with power.  The Greek word for power, as you know, is δυναµις (doo’-nam-is) 
from which we get our word dynamite. Well, Christ had power before, demonstrated his 
many miracles. But we find the disciples failing to recognize the full extent of his power. 
But it is through the resurrection that his disciples recognize and will ever after 
acknowledge his power.    
 
This was certainly true in Paul’s case, wasn’t it? Think of his reaction when he met the 
risen Jesus on the road to Damascus.  Prior to that encounter he had felt at liberty to 
persecute the Church.  But then he sees this glorious being. We read of this light. And 
Saul, who was a Pharisee of Pharisees knew the Old Testament, how God often appears 
in some manifestation of light.  
 
Paul would later write 1 Timothy chapter six that God dwells in unapproachable light.  
Here is this voice saying: 
 
“Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?”6 
 
He is feeling a little nervous about that, this glorious being saying, “Why do you 
persecute me.” So he asks the question: 
 

                                                
4 Romans 1:4.  
5 Ibid.  
6 Acts 9:4; 22:7; 26:14.  
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“Who are you, Lord?”7 
 
And when the answer comes back: 
 
“I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting.”8 
 
As we would say, there is a paradigm shift for Saul. Everything changes. Saul now calls 
him Lord and becomes his servant.   
 
One of my favorite books in my library is written by the theologian B. B. Warfield his 
study of the names and titles which the New Testament writers use when they speak of 
Jesus titled The Lord of Glory, drawing from that great text in Psalm 24.   But Warfield 
refers to Paul’s quote, “Constant use of the title Lord,” again and again to refer to Jesus 
as Lord.   
 
In Romans 1:4 it is Jesus Christ our Lord which is how he refers to Jesus after reminding 
us that he has been declared to be the Son of God in power by his resurrection. 
 
Now, I am not for the sake of time try to cover all the rest of Romans, but I would make 
this point. It is significant, but after Paul introduces himself and his gospel message with 
reference to the resurrection, he is not done referring to the resurrection of Jesus.  He will 
link other great doctrinal truth to the resurrection. For example, Romans four and five 
where Paul develops the theme of being justified by faith and he talks about Abraham 
and his faith was counted to him as righteousness. Paul says in Romans 4:25: 
 

But the words “it was counted to him” were not written for his sake alone,  
but for ours also. It will be counted to us who believe in him who raised 
from the dead Jesus our Lord, who was delivered up for our trespasses and 
raised for our justification.9 

 
Likewise, our sanctification is tied to the resurrection. Romans 6:4 Paul will say: 
 
“... just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk 
in newness of life.”10 
 
The theologian Charles Hodge put it this way. “We have now a title to heaven’s 
privileges and blessings. Though we occupy the lowest place now, the mere suburbs of 
the heavenly city, yet we are in it through the power of Christ’s resurrection.”  
 
So let’s consider some of the privileges and blessings which are ours through the power, 
as I have put it, of Christ’s resurrection. 
 

                                                
7 Acts 9:5. 
8 Ibid.  
9 Romans 4:23-25. 
10 Romans 6:4.  
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Paul will speak in verse 16 of the gospel being the power of God for salvation. And in 
verse four he tells us that Christ was declared to be the Son of God in power by his 
resurrection from the dead. 
 
Well, yes, I guess we are talking about power when we speak of the gospel concerning 
his Son who was declared to be the Son of God in power by his resurrection from the 
dead.  Jesus was raised from the dead. He hadn't swooned and been revived. He wasn’t an 
amnesiac who walked around from Friday until Sunday morning and the disciples said, 
“Oh, it must be that he rose from the dead.” He had been dead, but was raised from the 
dead. 
 
Last week during our Easter morning worship we read a passage from 1 Corinthians 
chapter 15. Was anyone surprised that we read from 1 Corinthians 15 that great chapter 
of the resurrection on Easter morning?  Did anyone thing, I will bet were are the only 
church that is reading from 1 Corinthians 15? Not at all. We do so, we read it on Easter 
frequently. But ask yourself this question. Where else have you have been where you 
have heard 1 Corinthians chapter 15 read?   Was there a coffin in the room at the time?  
Have you ever heard 1 Corinthians 15 read at a funeral home? Or were you standing 
outdoors and was there a hole in the ground, an empty grave? At funerals we frequently 
read from 1 Corinthians chapter 15. 
 
I mentioned this last week.  1 Corinthians 15, that chapter on the resurrection is full of 
references to death.  In that single chapter Paul uses the word die, died or dead 25 times.  
You would think we would want to avoid any piece of literature that we would find so 
much talk about death. That is depressing. It is too morbid. I mentioned this.  We don't 
like to talk about death as a general rule, but Paul talks about death so much in 1 
Corinthians 15, because he is addressing the question of whether or not death is the 
victor.  He describes death as the last enemy. And the question is: Does the enemy win 
every time?  The resurrection, Paul asserts, gives us the answer and the answer is a 
resounding no. In fact, Paul says, death has been swallowed up in victory.  We read that 
verse at funerals.   
 
Have you ever thought about that?  If a non Christian were to show up at a Christian 
funeral and hear us read that verse, “Death has been swallowed up in victory,” they must 
think, I had better go get some snake oil, because these are the most gullible people on 
the planet. You can sell them anything.   
 
Death has been swallowed up in victory and yet there is an empty hole. You are going to 
put the coffin there, cover it up, put a headstone on it. It looks to me like death is the 
victor when you look at a cemetery. But, you see, we are not looking at ourselves, are 
we? The victory is Christ’s victory, Christ’s resurrection.  As Paul puts it, Christ has 
indeed been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep.  And 
isn’t it wonderful that there Paul, who has frankly beat the words death, die and died to 
death doesn’t use the word death when he speaks of those saints who have died. He 
speaks of them as those who have fallen asleep.   
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Those of you that have young children know probably later on today it will be nap time 
and you will have to impress on them the need to fall asleep or perhaps at bedtime you 
have to repeatedly remind them of the need to fall asleep. When I come back, you had 
better be asleep, you know, et cetera, et cetera. You know we deal with that, but there is 
not great angst when we tell our children to fall asleep, is there?   We know that they are 
going to wake up from that. That is just a brief sleep that they will be doing. That is what 
Paul is saying through Christ. He has been raised from the dead. He is the first fruits of 
those who have fallen asleep.  Christ has, indeed, been raised from the dead. 
 
I mentioned before how Paul uses there the Greek word νεκροv (nek’-ron), literally the 
dead persons.  It occurs to me it is almost as though Paul is talking of the dead as a group, 
a demographic, if you will. You know, in America we always seem to be talking about 
groups and sub groups and people who share common traits and distinguishing 
identifying traits. And so we speak of the elderly or we speak of the generation X-ers or 
the generation Y-ers, that is the latest term, the generation Y-ers.  Generation Y is a 
bunch of young people who say, “Why am I paying into social security when I am 
probably not going to get anything out of it?”  I think that is where that comes from. 
 
We do this. Ethnic groups and all of this.   
 
The story came out recently, this unfortunate story down in Florida, but the New York 
Times referred to George Zimmerman as, quote, a white Hispanic. And we are slicing 
things that thinly there because he has a white... one of his parents is white.  I guess it 
makes our president a white non white. You know, how far are we going to take some of 
these things?   
 
But it seems to me that is almost what Paul is doing. He is talking about the dead sharing 
that common characteristic. They are all dead. And the notable thing about this group is it 
just keeps growing, doesn’t it?  
 
I am a big fan of the actor Robert Duvall. There is a recent movie called  Get Low in 
which he plays a hermit, based on a true story, but around the turn of last century, a 
hermit who lives in the hollers of Tennessee and decides he wants to throw a funeral for 
himself while he is still alive.  That is not normal. So the goes to the funeral director who 
is played by Bill Murray. And Bill Murray does a wonderful take on portraying this 
morally challenged funeral director who has to go along with this strange marketing idea 
that involves a lottery. They are going to give away the farm to somebody and all of that  
when Duvall actually buys the farm.   
 
But before they meet up there is actually scene in which Bill Murray’s character is 
reflecting on how they are having a slump in business at the funeral home.  And he 
cannot figure out how a funeral home can have a slump in sales.  Bill Murray’s character 
makes this comment.  He says, “We have the one product everybody needs.  People die. 
How can it be that we don’t have any business?” 
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Well, that is true.  Have you ever been driving somewhere and you see some business 
that has a big banner out front, “Going out of business”? Well is it ever a funeral home?   
Have you ever seen a funeral home going out of business? I mean, a going out of 
business sale, everything must go. Must liquidate. See us about our layaway plan. Well, 
enough of that.   
 
Funeral homes don't go out of business, do they? They change ownership, but they never 
go out of business, because their services are no longer needed. 
 
I had an interesting job during my college years or a summer job.  I worked one summer 
at a small printing company and their big summer account involved having to put out a 
directory which they had put out for years. It is called the National Mortician’s Directory 
and state by state, kind of like a funeral home yellow pages, state by state from Alabama 
to Washington, city by city, every funeral home was listed.  And my job, eight hours a 
day, five days a week the whole summer was to go over what were called the galleys, the 
proofs and see if there were any changes in these ads.   
 
Talk about excitement. I woke up in the morning and couldn’t wait to get to work.  Not 
really, but the one thing I did learn that summer... and, by the way, I found out it took a 
summer to go through all the names in the National Funeral Mortician’s Directory. There 
are a lot of funerals out there.  Why? Well, they have the one product everybody needs.  
People die.  
 
So people are added to the dead every day, but we are reminded in the Word of God that 
subtraction has taken place through Jesus.  His resurrection from the dead.  
 
We closed our worship last week asking or look at the Heidelberg Catechism which asks: 
How does Christ’s resurrection benefit us?  And the answer: Christ’s resurrection is a 
guarantee of our glorious resurrection. This is our faith and our hope.    
 
That is our faith and our hope. Our hope is the hope of the resurrection.  It is through 
Christ’s resurrection that we have what Peter tells us is a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. 
 
And so Paul, after he mentions in verse four the resurrection of Jesus from the dead, goes 
on to build on what the resurrection means. He says, verse five: 
 

...through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the 
obedience of faith for the sake of his name among all the nations, 
including you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ.11 

 
Through the risen Lord Jesus Christ we have received grace and we, as believers, can be 
spoken of as those who are called to belong to Jesus Christ.   
 
I can’t help but think here of that great hymn. 
                                                
11 Romans 1:5-6. 
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Now I belong to Jesus, 
Jesus belongs to me. 
Not for years of time alone, 
But for eternity. 
 
Richard Gaffen was right.  Paul understood the centrality of the resurrection. So this is 
what we see. Whoever Paul was writing to he would remind them of the importance of 
the resurrection. We saw that in Colossians, didn’t we? He said, “You have been raised 
with Christ,” and he builds things from there, from the resurrection.  And likewise 
whoever Paul was preaching to he would preach Christ crucified, but crucified and risen. 
 
I will give you an example of that. Turn back in your Bibles a few pages, please, to Acts 
chapter 17 where we read of Paul in Athens.  Let’s pick it up with verse 16 of Acts 17.  
We read: 
 
“Now while Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked within him as 
he saw that the city was full of idols.”12 
 
Now that, my friends, is what is called a classic understatement. He saw that the city was 
full of idols. As one scholar puts it, no humor intended, it was easier to find gods than 
people in Athens. They had gods everywhere, gods for everything. And we read that Paul 
began to teach in the synagogue and also in the marketplace.   
 
And we read in verse 18 that some philosophers conversed with him and asked, “What is 
his babbler trying to say?” 
 
And we read in verse 19.   
 

And they took hold of him and brought him to the Areopagus, saying, 
“May we know what this new teaching is that you are presenting?  For you 
bring some strange things to our ears. We wish to know therefore what 
these things mean.”13 

 
And then in verses 22 and following we have this familiar text where Paul addresses the 
Areopagus, he says: 
 
“I perceive that in every way you are very religious. For as I passed along and observed 
the objects of your worship, I found also an altar with this inscription, ‘To the unknown 
god.’”14 
 
And he develops things from there. But just {?} the reference in verse 22 to the 
Areopagus is seen as referring to a place, Mars’ hill which is opposite the acropolis, but 

                                                
12 Acts 17:16.  
13 Acts 17:19.  
14 Accts 17:22-23. 
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scholars recognize that the term can also refer to a counsel of the leading men of Athens 
who were given authority over the civil and religious life of the city.   These men were 
entrusted with knowing what was being taught in Athens and regulating those teaching. 
 
So it is interesting. We have a little word play in verses 19 and 20 on the word know.  
These men who basically considered themselves to be know it alls say to Paul: 
 
“May we know what this new teaching is that you are presenting?”15 
 
Verse 20: 
 
“We wish to know therefore what these things mean.”16 
 
Inquiring minds like ours want to know.  And what does Paul say to them? Well, verse 
22: 
 
“I perceive that in every way you are very religious.”17 
 
But he goes on to say: 
 
“I found also an altar with this inscription, ‘To the unknown god.’ What therefore you 
worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you.”18 
 
But that is interesting. These are people who claim to have knowledge and yet they have 
an altar with the inscription to an unknown god. What is up with that is kind of what Paul 
is asking here. Thousands of gods in your city, more gods than people and yet you add 
one to an unknown god in case you missed one.  This was the in case of emergency break 
glass god.  You know, if everyone else doesn’t do anything, we have an unknown god. 
 
So Paul saw, verse 16 tells us, that the city was full of idols, statue gods made by and for 
man. He would later say in verse 29: 
 
“...we ought not to think that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone, an image 
formed by the art and imagination of man.”19 
 
That is what you are doing.  You are worshiping an unknown god. And in worshiping a 
god who was unknown to them, they had invented gods in man’s image. But Paul tells 
them that there is a god who can be known because he has revealed himself.  That is what 
he says in verse 23. 
 
“What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you.”20 

                                                
15 Acts 17:19.  
16 Acts 17:20.  
17 Acts 17:22.  
18 Acts 17:23.  
19 Acts 27:29.  
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And look at what Paul says towards the end of his message in verses 30 and 31.   
 

The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people 
everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on which he will judge 
the world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of this 
he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.21 

 
It didn’t take Paul long to get to the resurrection here, did it?  No.  Immediately, whether 
Paul is writing to someone or whether Paul is preaching to someone, he is speaking to 
them about the resurrection, these learned men, these men of knowledge who claim to 
possess knowledge, to have the ability to evaluate knowledge, Paul is saying, “You don’t 
really know anything, but here is something that you need to know.” 
 
We often talk about that need to know basis. Well, here is something they needed to 
know.  Jesus the risen Savior, the Lord, will judge all men. God has given assurance to all 
men by raising him from the dead. 
 
So whether Paul was writing to someone or preaching to somebody he stressed the 
resurrection.   
 
Again, back to Romans one where Paul introduces himself and his message. He 
summarizes the gospel he proclaimed this way.  Paul, set apart for the gospel of God, the 
gospel concerning his Son who was declared to be the Son of God in power by his 
resurrection from the dead. 
 
Do you have reason for joy, for hope in your life? Are your joy and your hope based on 
some belief in an unknown God as it was for the Athenians? Or are your hope and joy 
based on what God did in raising Jesus from the dead?   
 
You know, one of the saddest, saddest things seen over the last couple of centuries has 
been the rise of talk among supposedly Christian people about the resurrection of Jesus as 
being a non miraculous resurrection, not a literal resurrection, not a bodily resurrection, 
but a spiritual one, liberal Christians that proclaim that the message of Easter is the 
triumph of hope and faith through Jesus’ ideals and his example living on even though he 
did not. He was spiritually raised in some nebulous way in the sense that the Spirit of 
Jesus’ teachings, his eternal truths live on after his death on the cross.   
 
When the famous theologian Karl Barth visited America a few years before his death, he 
was invited to speak in Washington, DC at the National Press Club. Hundreds of 
reporters were there and Carl Henry the founding editor of Christianity Today was given 
the privilege of introducing Barth to these reporters, so he did so. And then he asked Karl 
Barth... Barth would identify him so. He identified as a Neo Orthodox. He didn’t want to 
identify himself with liberals. But we are not real comfortable identifying him with 
                                                
20 Acts 17:23.  
21 Acts 17:30-31. 
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orthodox, but Carl Henry who was orthodox asked him this question. He said, “Dr. Barth, 
you are standing before reporters, men who are accustomed to reporting unusual events. 
Tell us. If these men had been present in the garden on the first Easter morning, would 
they have seen anything that they could have reported in their papers?” 
 
There is a good question. Would the reporters have seen anything on Easter Sunday that 
they could have reported?   
 
Well, Karl Barth went on to give a rather complex answer having to do with his belief 
that miracles are not actually a part of history. They are tangential to it. They are real in 
his view, but they would be unobservable. And he went on that way for some time. And 
when he finished Carl Henry turned to a reporter, reporters all throughout the room and 
he asked them this question. Did you understand what Dr. Barth just said?   
 
“I am not sure,” the reporter answered, “but I think I did. I think he said no.”  
 
Paul would have said yes.  Would reporters have seen anything that they could have 
reported in their papers? They sure could have. And Paul says there is something now 
that we need to report, something happened through the resurrection of Jesus from the 
dead. And Paul intended to spread that news to the end of the earth. And here was the 
good news.  Jesus who had been dead was alive again. He was declared to be the Son of 
God in power by his resurrection from the dead. 
 
You see, Paul, Saul on the road to Damascus was not confronted by the enduring ideals, 
the eternal teachings of Jesus which outlived him. He was confronted by the risen Lord, 
the Jesus who had been dead on Good Friday, but who rose from the dead on Easter.   
 
In the 1930s when so many Christians were expressing doubts about the miracles of Jesus 
and his actual bodily resurrection, the great theologian J. Gresham Machen wrote a book 
entitled The Origin of Paul’s Religion, that Paul, the ablest theologian of the other church 
believed certain things about the Lord Jesus. Where did these ideas originate?  What was 
the basis of Paul’s theology? Among other things, Machen wrote the following.  
 
He said, “The religion of Paul was not founded upon a complex of ideas derived from 
Judaism or from Paganism. It was founded upon the historical Jesus. But the historical 
Jesus upon whom it was founded, was not the Jesus of modern reconstruction, but the 
Jesus of the whole New Testament and of Christian faith, not  teacher who survived only 
in the memory of his disciples, but the Savior who after his redeeming work was done 
still lived and could still be loved.” 
 
Exactly. Paul wrote to the Romans. He spoke to the Athenians about the Savior who after 
his redeeming work was done still lived and could still be loved, a Savior who was 
declared to be the Son of God in power by his resurrection from the dead.  
 
You note that when Paul talks about the resurrection, at being called to be an apostle says 
in verse five: 
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“...through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of 
faith for the sake of his name among all the nations...”22 
 
Now that might be a good verse to think of with a missions conference coming up a 
couple of weeks from now. What are we wanting to proclaim to the ends of the earth? 
That Jesus was a great moral teacher? That his truths have endured? No, that he was 
crucified for us and that he ever lives for us.   
 
Dr. David Chapman is a professor of New Testament at Covenant Seminary and he wrote 
recently of his watching a video about a missionary who took the gospel to a primitive 
tribe in Papua New Guinea. And what missionaries have to do, this man did as well. He 
spent months learning the language so that he could communicate with them. And after 
spending these months learning the language he was then able to read the Bible to them 
in their language.   So he began a daily teaching time. And what he did is he began just 
reading through the Old Testament and highlighting texts in the Old Testament that deal 
with the coming Savior. There are a couple of those in the Old Testament. They are kind 
of like the road to Emmaus where Jesus beginning with the law and the prophets spoke 
all the things concerning him.  See, he did that for many months, just going through the 
Old Testament.  
 
And then he spent weeks going through the gospels, talking about Jesus sand his 
ministry. And keep in mind, these people had never heard the story of Jesus before.   So 
when he got to the arrest of Jesus and his trial and his suffering and his crucifixion, when 
he got to the crucifixion he stopped right there. He didn’t say, “You know what comes 
next.” Or he didn't give any preview coming attractions. He stopped with the crucifixion. 
He did not immediately tell them of Jesus’ resurrection from the dead. 
 
And do you know what these people did? I will tell you what they didn’t do. They didn’t 
go out in great hope and joy and say, “Well, at least his moral example and his moral 
teachings have lived on, hallelujah. That is the message.” They mourned. They went 
about for days mourning the death of that one, like November 22nd and following 1963 
when our nation stopped and mourned the passing of a president. The people went around 
mourning. And after a day or so for the next teaching time he told them about the 
resurrection of Jesus.  And these people who had never heard it before, began to stand up 
and sing and dance for joy. In fact, people grabbed the missionary, hoisted him up on 
their shoulders, the kind of thing that you would see at the end of a college football game. 
They celebrated with joy because Jesus who had been dead was risen. Jesus was alive.  
These people got the gospel. 
 
As Paul reminds us, it is the gospel concerning his Son who was declared to be the Son of 
God in power by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Let us pray. 
 
                                                
22 Romans 1:5.  
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Jesus Christ our Lord, we thank you that you are the victor, that you re the victor over 
death, that the last enemy has been destroyed and that we have been born again into a 
living hope which can never perish or fade. We thank you, Lord Jesus, for that which you 
have done for us, that you have lived for us, that you have died for us and that you ever 
more live for us now.  Receive our praise in your name. Amen.  
 
Please take your... 


