
The Bible and Science 
By DR. JOHN C. WHITCOMB 

Note: This is an outline of The Bible and Science lectures which are available on audio and 

video from Whitcomb Ministries, Inc. 

Lecture #1: The Creator and His Methods 

I. Who was the Creator? (Gen. 1:1-5; Basic answers to ultimate questions) 

1. The plurality of persons within the eternal Godhead 

2. The Son of God was the actual Creator of all things 

3. The entire Godhead was involved in the creation 

4. The significance of this fact (1 Cor. 3:22-23) 

II. What method did the Creator employ? 

1. The significance of the word created (Hebrew: bara) 

2. The key New Testament text on creation (Heb. 11:3) 

3. Creation was both supernatural and sudden 

4. The rigid chronological framework of Gen. 1 

5. Objections to a literal creation week 

6. The Gap Theory of Gen. 1:2 

III. When was "the beginning?" 

1. Not 4004 B.C. (Gen. 5 and 11 are genealogies, not chronologies) 

2. The date of creation 

Lecture #2: The Origin of the Universe 

I. The antiquity of the universe 

1. Brief review of Lecture #1 

2. Two key factors for determining the absolute age of anything 



3. Application of these factors and illustrations to the absolute antiquity of the stars, the 

moon, the earth, the oceans and the human race 

4. Conclusions on the age of the earth and universe and clues from the realm of science 

II. The original condition of the heavens and the earth 

1. The three heavens of Scripture (cf. 2 Cor. 12:1-4) 

2. The original condition of the first heaven 

3. The original condition of the second heaven 

4. The original condition of the third heaven 

5. General analysis of the earth's original condition 

III. Did the earth come from a "proto-sun?" 

1. The evolutionary challenge to the earth-first concept 

2. The collapse of the planetesimal theory 

3. The failures of the nebular hypothesis 

4. A direct creation of the solar system by God is the only reasonable answer to such 

problems 

IV. Why did God create the earth first? 

1. The uniqueness of the earth as the center of God's redemptive purposes in the universe 

2. The theological error that is encouraged by assuming a prior existence of the sun 

3. The tremendous superiority of the sun, moon and stars in contrast to the "light" of Gen. 

1:3 as benefits to man 

4. Christ and His Word must be our final guide as we seek to understand the origin, 

meaning and destiny of the heavens and the earth. 

Lecture #3: The Origin of Life 

I. The order in which things were created (Gen. 1:11-13) 

1. The real reason why evolutionism must assume that marine creatures appeared first 



2. Why the creation-by-chance concept has fallen upon evil days 

3. Evolutionary "faith" and the origin of life 

4. The "god" of evolutionism is dead 

5. God's order of events intentionally contradicts the order which His chief rival today 

(chance) must assume 

II. The manner in which things were created (Gen. 1:11) 

1. Full-grown fruit trees first, seeds in ground later 

2. Full-grown people first, babies later 

3. Hens first, then eggs 

4. Faith in a miracle-working God vs. "faith" in purely natural processes through time 

5. Miracles are consistent with the nature of God (cf. Isa. 55:10, 11) 

6. Public demonstration of creation methods by the incarnate Christ for three years on 

earth 

7. Christ is the key to creation 

Lecture #4: Genesis and Evolution 

I. The number and variety of living things at the beginning 

1. Evolutionists agree that there could have been no variety at all 

2. The God of creation did not face such limitations (Gen. 1:20, 21) 

3. An example of the dilemma of evolutionism: the whale 

4. Could God have created whales while everything else evolved? 

II. How much change can occur in living things through time? 

1. Evolutionism sets no real limits: "the family tree of life" 

2. All major institutions and leaders in natural sciences hold this view 

3. Basic objections to "the family tree of life" 



III. How much time has been required for all living things to appear? 

1. Why is nothing apparently evolving now? 

2. The insatiable thirst for more time 

3. The ape-to-man problem is more difficult than ever 

4. God didn't even need time to create the world 

5. The testimony of the New Testament to Christ: "The key to all creation" 

Lecture #5: The Origin of Man 

I. The testimony of Gen. 1:26-28 (The image and likeness of God) 

1. Self-consciousness 

2. Purpose and goals in life; freedom 

3. Rationality, speech, fellowship 

4. Capacity for teaching and education; tools; history 

5. Complex emotions 

6. Aesthetic capacity; art and music in creative sense 

7. Moral nature; conscience, sin, guilt, punishment 

8. Knowledge of God; sacrifice, worship, obedience, service, love 

9. Personal existence beyond the grave 

II. The testimony of Gen. 2:18-23 (The creation of Eve) 

1. Gen. 2 compared to Gen. 1 

2. Adam's psychological preparation for Eve's creation (Gen. 2:19, 20) 

3. Adam's physical preparation for Eve's creation (Gen. 2:21-23) 

4. The evolutionary alternative to this account (1 Cor. 2:14) 

5. The theistic evolution alternative 



III. The testimony of the New Testament 

1. Matt. 19:4 

2. 1 Tim. 2:13 

3. 1 Cor. 15:39 

4. 1 Cor. 11:8 

IV. The testimony of Gen. 2:7 (Dust of the ground) 

1. The dust was not animated 

2. Man became a living creature, not "living soul" 

3. How did it happen? 

4. A full-grown man only one hour old 

V. The attitude of modern paleo-anthropologists 

VI. The final authority of the Genesis creation account 

1. John 5:45 

2. Matt. 5:17 

3. Luke 24:25 

4. Matt. 22:29 

Lecture #6: The Original Perfection of the World 

I. Man's original dominion (Gen. 1:29-31) 

1. Balance of nature and population explosion? 

2. Our dominion is only a shadow of Adam's (James 3:7) 

3. Christ's earthly ministry the only valid analogy to Adam 

II. The fall and the Edenic curse 

1. Man is no longer king of the earth 



2. The world system programmed to frustration (Eccl. 1:12-15) 

3. The modern tendency to blame God for the problem 

4. The true blame falls upon mankind, not God 

III. The specific terms of the Edenic curse (Gen. 2:17; 3:14-19) 

1. Spiritual death (Gen. 2:17; 3:7) 

2. Physical death (Gen. 5; Heb. 9:27) 

3. Painful childbirth (Gen. 3:16) 

4. Serpent cursed (and entire animal kingdom) (Gen. 3:14; Rom. 8:20-22) 

5. Ground cursed (Gen. 3:17-19) 

IV. The modern pseudo-scientific alternative: total evolutionism 

V. The impossibility of the evolutionary alternative 

1. From a Biblical standpoint 

2. From a scientific standpoint 

VI. Clashing eschatologies 

1. The evolutionist's "hope" – later, perhaps 

 2. God's sure promises 

Lecture #7: The Flood and the Final Judgment 

I. The crisis of pseudo-scientific skepticism (2 Pet. 3:1-6) 

1. God's provision for His people in times of crisis 

2. The nature of the crisis 

3. God's answer to end-time skeptics: the flood (2 Pet. 3:5, 6) 

4. The pressure upon modern Christians 

II. The nature and extent of the Genesis flood (Gen. 7:11-20) 



1. The sources of the flood waters (supernatural intervention) 

2. The extent of the flood waters (geographically universal) 

III. Noah's ark (Gen. 6:14-22) 

1. Unique in the history of oceanic vessels 

2. Its shape (a barge, not a ship) 

3. Its proportions (contrast the Babylonian Ark) 

4. Its dimensions (100,000 square feet; 1,400,000 cubic feet) 

5. Its cargo 

IV. The objections of modern scholars 

1. Noah couldn't have gathered all the animals 

2. Noah's family couldn't have cared for all the animals in the ark during the year of the 

flood 

3. Where could the waters go after the flood ended if they covered the entire earth? 

4. Where are the visible effects of the flood if it covered the entire earth? 

V. The comparison to the final flood of fire (2 Pet. 3:7-13) 

1. The universal melting of elements 

2. The only means of escape (Heb. 11:7) 

3. The warning of Jesus Christ (Matt. 24:37-39) 

4. Christ is God's ark of salvation today 

Lecture #8: The Flood and Modern Geology 

I. The basically supernatural character of the flood 

1. The cause of the modern rejection of the flood 

2. Five supernatural aspects of the flood event 

3. The miracle of the ending of the flood 



II. The natural and providential aspects of the flood 

1. The rarity of miracles in Bible history 

2. No evidence of additional miracles during the flood 

3. Known processes of flood action at work 

III. The anticipated effects of a global flood 

1. Enormous capacity for erosion and destruction 

2. Not chaotic mixture, but horizontal layers 

3. Vast fossilization of plants and animals 

IV. The theological significance of the flood 

1. God's holiness and sovereignty vindicated at the flood 

2. God will not permit the flood to be forgotten by mankind 

3. A prayer: (the testimony of the flood and the absolute necessity of the atoning death of 

Christ) 

Lecture #9: Noah and the Dispersion From Babel 

I. Noah's faith and family 

1. The lifespan of Noah (Gen. 5:32) 

2. Noah's unique faith (Gen. 6:8-13; 7:1-5) 

3. The purpose of the flood 

4. The covenant with Noah and his sons (Gen. 9:1-7) 

5. The prophecy of nations (Gen. 9:20-27) 

II. The dispersion from Babel 

1. The judgment of Babel (Gen. 11:1-9) 

2. The table of nations (Gen. 10) 

Lecture #10: Modern Science and Biblical Miracles 



I. Miracles are central to the Christian faith (1 Cor. 15) 

1. The resistance of 20th century scientism to Biblical miracles 

2. Paul's assertions on the crucial importance of the bodily resurrection of Christ (1 Cor. 

15:12-15, 17-19) 

3. The pseudo-scientific challenge and our response 

II. God's method of giving us full assurance concerning the resurrection (Rom. 10:9, 

10) 

1. Scientism rejects the Biblical concept of the heart 

2. The unique importance of this aspect of man in Scripture 

3. My personal experience of this reality 

4. Do we not need visible confirmation of this experience? 

III. The supremacy of spiritual faith over visible signs as the foundation of salvation 

and maturity in the New Testament 

1. John 2:23-25 

2. John 3:1-16 

3. John 6 

4. John 20:19-29 

5. Luke 16:19-31 

6. Basic concluding principles 

Lecture #11: How May We Defend the Bible? 

I. What kind of answers must we be able to give? (1 Pet. 3:14-16) 

1. The anti-supernatural atmosphere of our day 

2. The special challenge to Christian students in secular schools 

II. My own experience at Princeton University in 1943 

1. A challenge and an attempted answer 



2. Biblical answers and a genuine conversion 

III. The importance of understanding man's true spiritual condition apart from 

God 

1. The unseen presence of Satan (Eph. 6:12) 

2. Even Paul was staggered by this problem (2 Cor. 4:3) 

3. No unregenerate man is neutral toward God (Ps. 14:1-3; Rom. 8:6; 1 Cor. 2:14) 

4. Unregenerate men are enemies of God, even like Paul on the road to Damascus (cf. 

Rom. 5:10) 

IV. In spite of the stupendous problem, we have adequate resources 

1. Our word cannot penetrate, but God's Word can (Heb. 4:12) 

2. Only the Holy Spirit can create genuine faith (1 Cor. 12:3) 

3. There are deep mysteries in the Christian faith that no theologians can fathom (1 Tim. 

3:9; Rom. 11:33; 1 Cor. 13:12) 

4. 1 Pet. 3:14, 15 gives the true perspective on witnessing to lost men (not afraid . . . 

neither be troubled . . . sanctify the Lord God in your hearts) (Isa. 55:10-13; 2 Cor. 2:16) 

5. God's Word by the Holy Spirit penetrates men's hearts so deeply that they can never be 

the same again, even though they may resist 

6. Since the Bible is God's exclusive weapon, we must preach and proclaim it rather than 

academically defend it (though this is both possible and necessary at the proper time and 

place) 

7. This emphasizes the urgency of the message 

V. Does this approach to men involve circular reasoning? 

1. This so-called circle of reasoning ("proving the Bible by quoting the Bible") happens 

to be God's circle, and it encompasses the soul/spirit of the unregenerate man as well 

2. No other approach would work, for the Gospel alone has soul-transforming power 

3. The evidence of transformed lives is unanswerable 

VI. Our attitude in dealing with unregenerate men is vitally important 



1. Peter's appeal: meekness, fear, good conscience (1 Pet. 3:15, 16) 

2. Paul's admonition: avoid, not strive, gentle, patient (2 Tim. 2:23-26) 

3. Thus, the best "defender of the faith" and the best "apologist" is the best student of 

Scripture (2 Tim. 2:15), not necessarily the best scientist, philosopher, historian, 

archaeologist, logician, etc. (though God certainly puts no premium on ignorance as such, 

and often uses these disciplines in their rightful place) 

4. The Word of God, like physical light, needs bold presentation more than subtle and 

academic argumentation; it is self-authenticating and self-vindicating, so that the 

humblest Christian can use it through the Holy Spirit with astounding effectiveness 

Lecture #12: Does God Want Christians to Perform Miracles Today? 

Introduction 

1. Satan's strategy of destroying our confidence in Scripture by casting doubt upon the 

reality of Biblical miracles 

2. Satan's strategy of distracting our attention from Scripture by means of modern 

"miracle-workers" 

I. The pressure is on 

1. Movements that offer new revelations from God 

2. The suffocating atmosphere of uniformitarian scientism which spawns such 

movements 

3. The legitimate desire for divine intervention in history 

II. God's plan and purpose for miracles 

1. Miracles must be rare to retain their sign value 

2. Christ's purpose in performing miracles 

3. Miracles are no longer needed 

III. Christ's miracles were unique 

1. They were abundant (Matt. 14:14; Luke 6:19) 

2. They were spectacular (Luke 22:50; John 11:43, 44) 



3. They were undeniable (John 3:2; 11:47) 

IV. Is God healing sick people today? 

1. Sick Christians must ask for elders to come (James 5:13-16) 

2. If God does heal, it is not for a sign to unbelievers 

3. Healing is not automatically guaranteed each time 

V. Paul himself lived to see the passing of miracles 

1. Paul could not heal himself (2 Cor. 12:7-10) 

2. After arriving at Rome, he could not heal others (1 Tim. 5:23; 2 Tim. 4:20) 

3. The scaffolding of miracles vanished as the edifice of Holy Scripture was being 

completed 

4. The testimony of early church fathers concerning the cessation of miracles after the 

apostolic period 

VI. Christ clearly implied that physical miracles would be supplanted by even 

greater works during the church age 

1. Christ's miracles were great, but were intentionally superficial and temporary in quality 

2. Greater works than these would have to be spiritual miracles of regeneration (basic and 

permanent in nature) (John 14:12; cf. Acts 2:41) 

3. God is concerned about our physical weakness, but will not solve the problem 

permanently until the resurrection day (Rom. 8:23) 

4. The church doesn't need new revelation, more apostles or special miracle powers 

THE CHURCH NEEDS A NEW CONFRONTATION  

WITH THE WHOLE COUNSEL OF GOD,  

PROCLAIMED IN THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT  

WITH AUTHORITY AND LOVE,  

BY MEN WHO KNOW THEIR GOD  

AND WHO HONOR HIS ONLY WRITTEN REVELATION 

 


