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In your name I come alive to declare your victory. A tomb that was borrowed for three 
days that soldiers watched in vain because the resurrected King is resurrecting me. Today
is the day. If it were not for this day, there would be no days to celebrate. If it were not 
this day, there would be no opportunity, there would be no gathering for those who come 
in the name of Jesus Christ because if the tomb is not empty, there is no reason to even 
get together. There is no reason to pray. There is no reason to sing. There is no reason to 
declare victory in life. And yet today with all of the lyrics, with all the music, with all the 
special events that surround this day whether the family that is coming into town or you 
that are rolling out of town, the meals that are being prepared, the clothes that are being 
worn, with all the trappings of this day, yet there are still those who miss Jesus. Even 
though there are lots of songs and lots of events and special services, you can still find 
yourself in a position to miss Jesus even on this day.

This morning I want to encourage you if you have a Bible with you to open to two 
passages: the book of John 4 and a few pages to the left, the Gospel of Luke 24 and I 
want us to see the stories of two different entities who both come face-to-face with Jesus 
yet in the midst of all that is before them still miss him.

The first story is the story of a lady known as the Samaritan woman or the woman at the 
well in John 4. This story takes place some three years before the resurrection event. The 
story in Luke 24, two men on the road to Emmaus takes place just a few hours after the 
tomb was declared to be empty. So we discover that whether three years before or three 
hours after, humanity still has the same common problem and that is even when Jesus is 
right in front of our face, there are ways in which we have concocted to miss him and 
today it is my challenge to you amidst all of the trappings of this day, that this not be the 
day that you miss Jesus as well.

Beginning in John 4:6, it says,

6 Now Jacob's well was there. Jesus therefore, being wearied with his 
journey, sat thus on the well: and it was about the sixth hour. 7 There 
came a woman of Samaria to draw water: Jesus said unto her, Give me to 
drink. 8 (For his disciples were gone away unto the city to buy meat.) 9 
Then said the woman of Samaria unto him, How is it that you, being a 
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Jew, ask a drink of me, which am a woman of Samaria? for the Jews have 
no dealings with the Samaritans. 10 Jesus answered and said unto her, If 
you knew the gift of God, and who it is that says unto you, Give me to 
drink; you would have asked of him, and he would have given you living 
water. 11 The woman said unto him, Sir, you have nothing to draw with, 
and the well is deep: from whence then have you that living water? 12 Are
you greater than our father Jacob, which gave us the well, and drank 
thereof himself, and his children, and his cattle? 13 Jesus answered and 
said unto her, Whosoever drinks of this water shall thirst again: 14 But 
whosoever drinks of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst again;
but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing
up into everlasting life. 15 The woman said unto him, Sir, give me this 
water, that I thirst not, neither come here again to draw. 16 Jesus said unto 
her, Go, call your  husband, and come here. 17 The woman answered and 
said, I have no husband. Jesus said unto her, You have well said, I have no
husband: 18 For you have had five husbands; and he whom you now is not
your husband: in that you said is true. 19 The woman said  unto him, Sir, I 
perceive that you are a prophet.

A few pages to the left, three years down the road of time, miracles have occurred, 
sermons have been preached and the grave has been found to be empty and yet humanity 
with all of that exposure, with all of that information, still falls into the same trap. 
Beginning in verse 18 of Luke 24, two men on the road to Emmaus,

18 And the one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered and said 
unto him, Are you only a stranger in Jerusalem, have you not known the 
things which are come to pass there in these days? 19 And he said unto 
them, What things? And they said unto him, Concerning Jesus of 
Nazareth, which was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and 
all the people: 20 And how the chief priests and our rulers delivered him 
to be condemned to death, and have crucified him. 21 But we trusted that 
it had been he which should have redeemed Israel: and beside all this, to 
day is the third day since these things were done. 22 Yea, and certain 
women also of our company made us astonished, which were early at the 
sepulchre; 23 And when they found not his body, they came, saying, that 
they had also seen a vision of angels, which said that he was alive. 24 And
certain of them which were with us went to the sepulchre, and found it 
even so as the women had said: but him they saw him not. 25 Then Jesus 
said unto them, O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets 
have spoken: 26 Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to 
enter into his glory? 27 And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he 
expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself. 
28 And they drew nigh unto the village, whither they went: and he made 
as though he would have gone further. 29 But they constrained him, 
saying, Abide with us: for it is toward evening, and the day is far spent. 
And he went in to tarry with them. 30 And it came to pass, as he sat at 
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meat with them, he took bread, and blessed it, and brake, and gave to 
them. 31 And their eyes were opened, and they knew him; and he 
vanished out of their sight. 32 And they said one to another, Did not our 
heart burn within us, while he talked with us by the way, and while he 
opened to us the scriptures? 

Here are these two separate case studies, a woman who says, "Surely you are a prophet," 
these two men say, "Did our heart not burn within us?" They heard from Jesus, they saw 
Jesus and yet still with all that information, they still missed him. 

So how is it that even today on this day we can still miss Jesus? Really there are three 
ways that we miss him. The first one is that we do not adhere to or understand or grasp 
the facts. The facts are laid out pretty simply in these passages. The woman says, "I am a 
Samaritan. You're a Jew. This is Jacob's well." The two men said, "We're on the road to 
Emmaus. He claimed he rose from the dead and nobody can find his body." Interesting 
that in both of these accounts nobody is arguing about the facts. When it comes to this 
day, there is actually little that we can argue when it comes to the facts. 

1 Corinthians 15:1 makes it really clear. It says that according to the Scriptures died and 
he was buried and according to the Scriptures he rose three days later and upwards of 500
individuals have witnessed his resurrected body. Even Thomas, the one who we call 
doubting Thomas, said, "I will not believe unless I place my fingers in his hands and 
feet." Eight days after the tomb was declared and found empty, when said he would need 
to touch him, when he saw him across a room he fell to the ground and he believed that 
Jesus had risen from the grave. 

The Bible says that there were more witnesses. In fact, Josephus, a Jewish historian, one 
who never followed Jesus to our recollection, declared in his book of "Antiquities" that 
upwards of 10,000 people claimed to have witnessed the resurrected Jesus. Even the 
Roman historian, Pliny, declared about the facts regarding the crucifixion and 
resurrection event whereas the Bible records.

So when it comes to the facts of Jesus, when it comes to the facts of the empty tomb, 
whether it's the biblical record or the secular agreement, there is very little to discuss 
when it comes to the facts but sometimes we miss Jesus even though the facts are right in 
front of our very face. Sometimes we miss because the facts, sometimes we miss because 
of the faith. I want you to notice in John 4 when this woman begins to dialog with Jesus 
she makes a very interesting statement. In verse 12 she says, "Are you greater than our 
father Jacob?" In other words, once we get past the facts that are very difficult to 
negotiate at all, she says, "Well, but are you greater than?" She begins to compare him to 
others.

Very reminiscent of a time that happens in the midst of Jesus' ministry where he takes his
apostles to an area known as Caesarea Philippi. It's an area where all the religions of the 
world came and they celebrated their faith; they sacrificed unto their faith; they preached 
and they taught their faith. It would be in the 21st century a modern day coexist 
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conference right there in Caesarea Philippi. Everybody is present and Jesus calling his 
apostles to the side says, "Who does the world say that I am?" They began to respond, 
"Well, some people think you're Jeremiah, some think you're Elijah, some think you're 
even John the Baptist." Now significant there because Jeremiah was a political 
revolutionary and John the Baptist was this rogue individual who started this religious 
movement down on the Jordan River and Elijah was an incredible worker of the 
supernatural and miracles. 

Then Jesus said, "But who do you say that I am?" Simon Peter spoke up. He said, "You 
are the Christ, the Son of the living God." Why is that statement so important compared 
to John 4? Because when this woman said, "Are you greater than Jacob?" she began to 
compare Jesus to others and the thing that we need to understand today when it comes to 
faith, Jesus is not better than, he's not the best of, he is the only one. In fact, Jesus said 
himself that he was the way, the truth and the life, and nobody comes to the Father but by
him.

So many times in our culture today we miss Jesus because we say, "Well, he's better than 
this guy but compared to this one, I don't know." There are so many that are vying for our
spiritual attention whether their name is Buddha, Mohammed, Confucius or others. It is 
so easy to fall into the trap, "Well, I think that Jesus is better than or if I had to pick 
among them such as multiple choice, I would say that Jesus is the best." You see, the trap
that she fell into and she began to compare Jesus to somebody or to something else and 
when we look at what our faith is on this day, Jesus cannot be declared better than or the 
best of, he must be the only one because his is the only tomb of which the bones cannot 
be discovered. His is the only tomb that is empty. He is not just better than or the best of, 
he is the only one of which it had been said, "Why do you seek the living among the 
dead?"

You see, sometimes we miss Jesus because we don't want to embrace the facts. 
Sometimes we miss Jesus because we don't want to embrace the faith of saying that he is 
exclusive when it comes to salvation and forgiveness. But sometimes we miss him 
because of our feelings. You know, feelings can so betray us in so many different ways 
but I want you to think about all the characters that we looked at today beginning with the
two men on the road to Emmaus. They had an agenda. They had a plan. They had 
everything carved out the way they wanted it to be. This interaction with Jesus messed up
their best laid plans. Here was a woman who came every day to this well, it was a part of 
her life. No matter how messed up her life was, it was her life and she said, "Do you 
mean that if I embrace what you're saying that I'll never have to come here again?" You 
see, that insight that she was given as to our feelings is that whatever we feel or what we 
think or we perceive about our life, sometimes we miss Jesus because we know deep 
down inside he will change everything about our lives. 

It's more than just the facts. It's more than just faith. It is realizing that what we desire of 
our life, what we've conjured up and want from our life, when he becomes a part of it, he 
changes the direction and no longer are we the ones declaring the direction of our life but 
he determines our direction. You see, whether it's three years before, three hours after, or 
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2,000 years since the tomb was declared empty, humanity hasn't changed much. In fact, 
we're the same creatures of habit. Even this day people will miss Jesus, some because 
they don't want to embrace the facts, some because they don't want to embrace the faith, 
and others because of their own personal feelings about their life and the design they 
have for it and they don't want Jesus to throw them a curve ball.

So the question then becomes: so how do we not miss Jesus? Interestingly enough, the 
way that we don't miss Jesus is utilizing the same tools of which we often miss him. You 
see, the first way in which we don't miss Jesus is understanding the facts. I want you to 
notice back in chapter 4 what Jesus says unto this woman. He tells her that he's got living 
water, yes, but in verse 10 he says to her, "If you knew the gift of God." You see, the 
facts are that Jesus is offering you a gift. He's offered humanity a gift and the question is 
will you receive the gift that he has offered.

Now, one thing I've learned about gifts through the years is that whoever the giver of the 
gift is, they get to determine the parameters by which the gift is received. Whether it is a 
day such as this, Christmas, birthday, anniversary, a special event, we are told by 
whoever purchases the gift or buys the gift or provide the gift, we can open on this day 
but not that day; you have to open this one before you open that one. You see, the one 
who gives the gift determines the rules of receiving the gift.

Jesus tells this woman, "Here are the facts. What I offer you is a gift of God." So what are
the rules? What are the parameters of this gift that God was offering her and he offers 
you today? Well, parameter rule number 1 is this: that we, humanity, you, myself, we are 
the problem. In fact, the Bible says in Romans 3:23, we've all sinned and fallen short of 
the glory of God. So rule 1 for God's gift is we're the problem, we're the ones that are 
messed up, we're the ones that have sinned. Rule 2: Jesus is the only solution to our sin 
problem. The Bible says that while we were yet sinners, yet God commended his love for
us that he sent Christ Jesus for us. And so even though we have sinned and messed up, 
Jesus is the only solution. Rule or parameter 3 according to Romans 10: whoever calls on
the name of the Lord will be saved. 

You see, just like when you give somebody a gift for a birthday or for a special occasion, 
you get to tell them, "Well, I want you to open it before dinner or after dinner or during 
dinner," whatever it may be. When Jesus says, "What I offer is a gift of God," we have to 
understand the facts of the rules. We are the ones with the problem. Jesus is the one with 
the solution and he is the only one by which we can call out and receive that forgiveness 
and salvation that we desire.

Those are the facts. What about the faith? Interesting, as Jesus continues to dialog with 
this woman, he makes this statement in verse 14, "What I give to you you will never 
thirst." Now, Jesus uses the phrase "never" in seven different passages in the Gospel of 
John. In reference to himself in chapter 6 he says we'll never hunger. In chapter 8 he says 
we'll never walk in darkness. Chapter 10 he says we will not perish. Chapter 11, there 
speaking to the sister of one whom we know as Lazarus who has been dead for four days,
he said, "If you believe that I, being Jesus am the resurrection and the life, your brother 
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will never die." What we understand Jesus is saying it's not just about today or tomorrow 
or next week, it's about eternity. You see, the way that we don't miss Jesus is understand 
that faith isn't about just today, it's about eternity.

Now our culture today, we are consumed with the immediate. We have those that will get
upset if you don't return an email within a few hours or a text within a few moments. We 
have determined in our world that nothing is more important than the here and right now, 
but according to Jesus, the most important thing is not right this moment, it's eternity. 

He said, "You will never thirst." I know it sounds somewhat crass but let me say it 
anyway on this celebration day. Eternity is too long to be wrong and Jesus is telling this 
woman, "You need to quit just thinking about the water in this bucket right now." He tells
the men, "You need to quit thinking about just this path that you're stepping one foot in 
front of the other." You need to be thinking in terms of eternity, in terms of forever 
because what he offers you you would never thirst, hunger, perish or die again.

You see, the way that we don't miss Jesus is realize the facts: we're the problem, Jesus is 
the answer. Understand that it's a faith not just in the here and the now and about 
tomorrow and the physical but it's about eternity. But finally, it's about feelings. You 
know, it's interesting toward the end of what we read in John 4, this woman begins to 
engage with Jesus. She begins to communicate and begins to be curious about what he 
has to offer. She makes this statement, "I want, I desire this water that you're talking 
about." I want you to notice what Jesus says into this passage at the end, verse 16, "Go 
and call your husband." Now, does that not seem odd to you? Here he's dialoging with 
this woman who is saying that she desires everlasting life and water that will never go 
away and he says, "Okay, fine, if that's where you are, go call your husband."

You see, what Jesus was doing is he was uncovering or peeling away the layers of her life
because one of the things that Jesus was exposing, he does this with the guys on the road 
to Emmaus because it says that their hearts burned within them and in numerous 
occasions in Scripture is what Jesus shares with us that we so need to hear today, is that 
every single one of us has an area, a section, a place, a decision, an event, or a person in 
our life that we just desperately wish would either go away or get cleaned up and Jesus is 
saying, "I don't really care how you feel about this, we have to deal with it." You see, the 
way that we don't miss Jesus is we have to deal with our sin problem. We have to deal 
with the darkness of our life. Listen, we have to deal with the dirt that is in our life.

Some years ago I found myself as a college student desiring something later in my 
sophomore year that I never desired as a graduating senior from high school. You know, 
as you graduate high school, all you do is want to get away from adults. That's all you 
care about. But by the time you're a sophomore when a friend of yours says that their 
parents are coming in town from another state, you get excited because you know on that 
night you will not be eating Ramen noodles again, somebody is going to buy a meal for 
you. 
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And that occasion was occurring, in fact, there was a young lady who was a friend of 
mine there in school, in fact, she went on to marry one of my best friends that I grew up 
with. You know how it is, not just in school but in life, how there is kind of a group that 
you run around with and we were the same. We found out that her parents were coming 
in town from another state, they were going to be taking us out to dinner which was 
wonderful, but I was excited even beyond a meal other than Ramen noodles. Here's what 
I was excited about: I knew that her dad had a very specific profession where he was a 
part of the intelligence community. He was a part of gathering information. He was on 
the front lines of our security as a nation and I knew that this guy was a wealth of 
information and I was going to make it my objective to find out everything that he knew.

So we go to dinner that night. I strategically place myself across the table from him and I 
begin to pepper him with questions and do you know what? He's good. He didn't answer 
the questions. He wasn't going to waver and I knew real quick I wasn't going to get the 
answers to what I wanted the answers to as far as the conspiracy theories of life and all 
the stories that we've heard. 

So I said, "Okay, fine, if you're not going to talk about that, I want to know how much 
you know about me." He said, "Jeff, what are you talking about?" I said, "Oh, come on. 
Don't play games." I said, "I'm friends with your daughter. I've been in and out of their 
apartment many times." I said, "I've been seen in public. I know based on the job you do 
that if I've hung out with your daughter, you know stuff about me that I may not know 
about me. What do you know about me?" He said, "You don't want to go there." I said, 
"What do you mean we don't want to go there?" I said, "Oh, I want to go there." And we 
bantered back and forth and finally ought of frustration he made this statement, he said, 
"Jeff, I'll tell you something." He said, "I can tell you, you can never serve in the FBI." I 
said, "What do you mean?" I said, "I mean, I may not be the sharpest knife in the drawer 
but I'm not too bad." I said, "I don't have any type of record." I said, "What do you mean I
can't serve?" And then the words came out of his mouth. It was a name. 

You know, all of us have those names in our life. You know, there is the old joke that 
every family has the black sheep, some of you have a whole flock. I understand that but 
for every one of us, there is that name. Maybe it's the name of a person. Maybe it's the 
name of an event. Maybe it's the recalling of a scenario or situation but it's that disclosure
of the thing that you've done everything you can to make sure nobody else knows about 
it. You see, because of all of the antics of this individual as a part of my life, because of 
all the things they had done through the years, I didn't want anybody to know. In fact, 
when we went through the fraternity rush process, he was a part of a fraternal 
organization I didn't even claim to be a legacy of because I didn't want him to know I was
related to. I wanted it just as somehow be silenced and out of the way and here was a man
who I had spent less than two hours with who knew the deep dark secret.

You see, I had done everything that I could to brush it aside. I had done everything that I 
could to pretend it didn't exist but it was there and some of you are doing that with Jesus 
today. You're saying, "I just don't want to deal with this issue. I just don't want to deal 
with this addiction. I just don't want to deal with this struggle. I just don't want to deal 
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with this temptation." I've got news for you: no matter how you feel about that, you have 
to let Jesus deal with it or you'll never be forgiven, you'll never be clean, you'll never be 
where you desire to be in life.

You see, when Jesus comes to this woman and says, "Where is your husband?" he wasn't 
condemning her, he was saying, "We need to deal with something more important than 
which well you need to draw water out of. There are some dirty things in your life that 
you need me to desperately clean up on your behalf." 

You see, today on this day if we're not going to miss Jesus, sure it's about the facts and 
it's about faith, but maybe for most of us it's about the feelings that come up when we 
realize that, "I'm going to have to be honest with God about my shortcomings, about my 
struggles, about my difficulties, about my sin." Here's the good news: no matter how you 
feel about it, Jesus desires more than anything to clean up the dirt of your life.

In just a moment, there's going to be a song that is sung, there is going to be video that is 
on the screen that is going to picture for you the clean life that Jesus rose from the grave 
for you to possess.

Let's pray.

Lord, as we come to this time, as we hear these words, as we see these images, Lord, I 
pray that each and every one of us would allow you to address the dirt in our life, to 
address the mess in our life, to address the pain in our life, and Lord, I pray that we 
would just respond to you appropriately.

There is nobody here who can change the facts. The tomb is still empty. There is nobody 
here who can change the faith. Jesus isn't better than or best of, he is the only. But every 
one of us has the ability to change how we feel about Jesus, allowing him to know about 
the deep dark corners of our life and asking him to forgive us and to cleanse us and to 
make me whole. Maybe you're that person this morning. We want to give you that 
opportunity on this resurrection day so I'm going to ask you just to bow your heads, close
your eyes just in a time of prayer and maybe you're that person today, maybe you showed
up on the campus this day, maybe you tuned in by way of the internet today, and it was 
about celebrating and it was about the day and the empty tomb and over the course of the 
last hour the Lord made it real clear that, yes, the tomb is empty but he's made it real 
clear to you, what are you going to do about it. Maybe you're that person today who 
realized for the very first time that the empty tomb is more than an historical fact, the 
empty tomb is more than just a setting Jesus apart from other religious leaders. Maybe 
today you've realized the empty tomb means that your sin can be forgiven, the dirt of 
your life can be made clean. 

If you're in that position this morning, I've got incredible news for you. You don't have to
go through a series of religious endeavors or activities, you don't have to jump through 
the proverbial hoops, you just need to have a real serious conversation with God. You 
don't have to have this conversation out loud, you don't even have to say the same words 
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that I would say but maybe your conversation would go a little something like this. "God,
today I'm finally, I'm finally admitting how dirty my life really is. God, I'm finally today 
coming clean about my sin. God, I realize that I am the problem and that Jesus is the 
answer and there is no way I can hide my sin, there is no way I can somehow work or do 
enough to rid the sin out of my life, but I finally understand, God, that this is why Jesus is
so important. I understand that Jesus was born so that the sin in my life could be made 
clean. I understand that Jesus had to live a sinless life so the dirt of my life could be made
clean. Lord, today I understand that he not only went to the cross but he rose from the 
grave so that my sin could be made clean. God, I don't know all the answers to all the 
problems that are going on around me but I now and I believe that Jesus Christ is the only
solution to my sin problem. I'm asking you to forgive me. I'm asking you to save me. I'm 
asking you to make me clean. In the best way I know how, I just want to turn my life over
to you."

With our heads still bowed and our eyes still closed, in just a moment I'm going to pray 
over us and after I pray, we're going to stand and Candace is going to lead us again in the 
words of this song that for many of you may be the first time you've heard them but, oh, 
the thought of his blood cleansing our sin. Maybe today, the day that we celebrate that the
tomb is empty, maybe today is the day that it's not just an historical fact or a sociological 
phenomena, maybe today is the day that it's a personal reality that sin has been cleansed 
by the blood of the Lamb and the empty tomb.

Lord, as we come to this time of decision, how good it is to know that you're still in the 
cleansing business, that no matter what we've done, where we've been or what took 
place, nothing is beyond your arm of grace and mercy. So Lord, I pray that you would 
dismiss the doubts. I pray, Lord, that you would rid the fears. No matter what our 
feelings may be, may we today embrace the facts and the faith of Jesus Christ. It is in his 
name we pray. Amen.

I'm going to ask you to stand and sing with us. Whatever decision, I'll be here at the front.

"There's nothing too dirty
That You can't make worthy
You wash me in mercy
I am clean.

"There's nothing too dirty
That You can't make worthy
You wash me in mercy
I am clean.

"What was dead now lives again
My heart's beating, beating inside my chest
Oh I'm coming alive with joy and destiny
Cause You're restoring me piece by piece.
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"There's nothing too dirty
That You can't make worthy
You wash me in mercy
I am clean."

On this day that we celebrate the empty tomb, in just a moment we've got some exciting 
announcements and decisions to share with you but I'm going to ask, can we just sing 
through that chorus just one more time? What a declaration that he is able to make the 
dirtiest of our lives clean again. One more chorus and we'll share these exciting 
announcements.

"There's nothing too dirty
That You can't make worthy
You wash me in mercy
I am clean.

"There's nothing too dirty
That You can't make worthy
You wash me in mercy
I am clean."

Thank you so much, church. Please be seated. Our response to worshiping a risen Lord is 
not over because he has given everything to us and so we have the opportunity to give to 
him. One of the ways that we worship in giving is by giving our tithes and offerings to 
the Lord and so we're going to do that at this time. I'm going to ask Ron to come and lead
us in our time of prayer for our offering.

Ron: Father, we just humbly and graciously fall down before you just recognizing you as 
our Creator and sovereign God of the universe. We just thank you so much for the air that
you have put in our lungs again today just to have another day. Help us to use this 
opportunity to glorify you and to not miss your Son through the facts and the faith and 
our feelings because, Father, as your will for our lives and our free will intersects today 
on this special Resurrection Sunday, help us to use this opportunity to pursue your Son 
and to dedicate our lives to following him. And as we have worshiped you through song 
and praise and the study of your word, help us to celebrate this opportunity to serve you 
through the giving of our resources which you have blessed us with so abundantly in this 
family here at First Baptist. Thank you, Father, so much for the Giver, the gift and just 
help us to use these gifts, these tithes and offerings to spread your Gospel around the 
world. We just ask all these things in your Son's precious name. Amen.

"There's nothing too dirty
That You can't make worthy
You wash me in mercy
I am clean.
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"There's nothing too dirty
That You can't make worthy
You wash me in mercy
I am clean.

"Washed in the blood of Your sacrifice
Your blood flowed red and made me white
My dirty rags are purified
I am clean, oh yes.

"Washed in the blood of Your sacrifice
Your blood flowed red and made me white
My dirty rags are purified
I am clean.

"There's nothing too dirty
That You can't make worthy
You wash me in mercy
I am clean.

"There's nothing too dirty
That You can't make worthy
You wash me in mercy
I am clean."

Well, I am so excited this morning to make some announcements about decisions that 
have been made in the life of our church. I'm going to ask Davis and Clay to come and 
stand with me here. Candace, come down here and stand with us too. Candace sings in 
our praise band, of course, and Clay and Davis came this morning and told Pastor Jeff 
that they asked Jesus into their hearts and today on Resurrection Sunday, they want to 
make their declaration of faith in Christ and so we rejoice with you guys. This is exciting.
God bless you. I know you guys are so excited and God has just blessed you immensely 
and we're so excited about what God is going to do in your lives, Clay and Davis, as you 
grow up as a disciple of the Lord, okay?

Then, Jason and Natalie and your family here. Come and stand. Natalie and Jason Gaines 
and they're coming from a great church down in the Fairhope area in South Alabama, 
coming to place their life and ministry with us here. We're so excited about you guys 
being a part of us and we look forward to growing together, for your being a blessing to 
us as well as us to you. So if you'll welcome the Gaines family to the life of our church, 
do that right now. Amen. God bless you.

Thank you so much for being here today. It's been a glorious day of worship and praise 
and celebration. Let me just remind you that there are no activities at our church this 
evening. Enjoy the afternoon with your family as we continue to celebrate the fact that 
Jesus Christ is risen. So let's stand together and be dismissed.
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God, thank you for your grace and mercy, for your presence in this place this morning. 
Thank you for the privilege of being able to celebrate the resurrection of our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ and may we go from here in the power of his Holy Spirit. In Christ's 
name we pray. Amen.
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