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He is Risen! 

 
Christ is Risen or He is Not 
Risen – There is no Middle 

Ground 
 

April 16, 2017 
 
Sermon Text:  2 Corinthians 15:19 
 
Scripture Reading: Luke 24:1-12 
 
Matthew 27:57-66  When it was 
evening, there came a rich man from 
Arimathea, named Joseph, who also 
was a disciple of Jesus.  (58)  He went 
to Pilate and asked for the body of 
Jesus. Then Pilate ordered it to be 
given to him.  (59)  And Joseph took 
the body and wrapped it in a clean 
linen shroud  (60)  and laid it in his 
own new tomb, which he had cut in the 
rock. And he rolled a great stone to the 
entrance of the tomb and went away.   
 
(61)  Mary Magdalene and the other 
Mary were there, sitting opposite the 

tomb.  (62)  The next day, that is, after 
the day of Preparation, the chief priests 
and the Pharisees gathered before 
Pilate  (63)  and said, "Sir, we 
remember how that impostor said, 
while he was still alive, 'After three 
days I will rise.'  (64)  Therefore order 
the tomb to be made secure until the 
third day, lest his disciples go and steal 
him away and tell the people, 'He has 
risen from the dead,' and the last fraud 
will be worse than the first."  (65)  
Pilate said to them, "You have a guard 
of soldiers. Go, make it as secure as 
you can."  (66)  So they went and 
made the tomb secure by sealing the 
stone and setting a guard. 
 
Matthew 28:1-10  Now after the 
Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first 
day of the week, Mary Magdalene and 
the other Mary went to see the tomb.  
(2)  And behold, there was a great 
earthquake, for an angel of the Lord 
descended from heaven and came and 
rolled back the stone and sat on it.  (3)  
His appearance was like lightning, and 
his clothing white as snow.  (4)  And 
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for fear of him the guards trembled and 
became like dead men.   
 
(5)  But the angel said to the women, 
"Do not be afraid, for I know that you 
seek Jesus who was crucified.  (6)  He 
is not here, for he has risen, as he said. 
Come, see the place where he lay.  (7)  
Then go quickly and tell his disciples 
that he has risen from the dead, and 
behold, he is going before you to 
Galilee; there you will see him. See, I 
have told you."   
 
(8)  So they departed quickly from the 
tomb with fear and great joy, and ran 
to tell his disciples.  (9)  And behold, 
Jesus met them and said, "Greetings!" 
And they came up and took hold of his 
feet and worshiped him.  (10)  Then 
Jesus said to them, "Do not be afraid; 
go and tell my brothers to go to 
Galilee, and there they will see me." 
 
This is Easter Sunday morning, the day 
we remember the resurrection of the 
Son of God from the dead. The fact or 
falsehood of Christianity rests upon 
this single event we find recorded for 
us in the Bible. It is attested by many 
witnesses, not just one. We have their 
witness testimonies recorded right here 
in the Gospels and in the New 
Testament letters. We have incredible 
statements like this one: 
 
1 Corinthians 15:3-8  For I delivered to 
you as of first importance what I also 

received: that Christ died for our sins 
in accordance with the Scriptures,  (4)  
that he was buried, that he was raised 
on the third day in accordance with the 
Scriptures,  (5)  and that he appeared to 
Cephas, then to the twelve.  (6)  Then 
he appeared to more than five hundred 
brothers at one time, most of whom are 
still alive, though some have fallen 
asleep.  (7)  Then he appeared to 
James, then to all the apostles.  (8)  
Last of all, as to one untimely born, he 
appeared also to me. 
 
These testimonies are either true or 
false. There is no middle ground to 
ride the fence upon. It is one or the 
other. The Bible is true and Christ rose 
from the dead really, bodily, actually – 
or that dead body is long since turned 
to dust and Christianity is a pack of 
lies.  
 
Many, many people want to “have 
their cake and eat it too.” Even many 
people to claim to be Christians. They 
want to be “religious” for many 
different reasons. They want to be 
“nice” so they talk about how Jesus 
was a great teacher and a good man. 
But they do not want to “go too far.” 
They deny much of what the Bible 
says – including denying the actual 
resurrection of Christ. They want, you 
might say, a Christianity without 
Christ, at least without the Christ set 
out for us as He is in the Bible.  
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And that is the very thing the Apostle 
Paul was dealing with at the church in 
Corinth so long ago. You had people 
there who claimed to be Christians, but 
they denied that Christ had risen 
bodily from the dead. Here in this 15th 
chapter of First Corinthians, Paul is 
confronting them. Let’s follow Paul’s 
argument as he shows us that either the 
Bible is true, either Christ is the Son of 
God who came into this world to die 
on the cross for his people’s sins, 
either Christ rose from the dead, or he 
did not. It is one or the other.  
 
There is no Good News if Christ is 
not Raised 
 
1 Corinthians 15:1-11  Now I would 
remind you, brothers, of the gospel I 
preached to you, which you received, 
in which you stand,  (2)  and by which 
you are being saved, if you hold fast to 
the word I preached to you—unless 
you believed in vain.  (3)  For I 
delivered to you as of first importance 
what I also received: that Christ died 
for our sins in accordance with the 
Scriptures,  (4)  that he was buried, 
that he was raised on the third day in 
accordance with the Scriptures,  (5)  
and that he appeared to Cephas, then to 
the twelve.  (6)  Then he appeared to 
more than five hundred brothers at one 
time, most of whom are still alive, 
though some have fallen asleep.  (7)  
Then he appeared to James, then to all 
the apostles.  (8)  Last of all, as to one 

untimely born, he appeared also to me.  
(9)  For I am the least of the apostles, 
unworthy to be called an apostle, 
because I persecuted the church of 
God.  (10)  But by the grace of God I 
am what I am, and his grace toward me 
was not in vain. On the contrary, I 
worked harder than any of them, 
though it was not I, but the grace of 
God that is with me.  (11)  Whether 
then it was I or they, so we preach and 
so you believed. 
 
Christians talk about “the gospel.” 
That word simply means “good news.” 
The four New Testament books – 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John – are 
called The Gospels because they 
record the coming into the world 
(“incarnation”) of the Son of God, His 
earthly life and ministry, His death on 
the cross for the sins of all who put 
their faith in Him as Savior, His 
resurrection from the dead, and His 
promise to come again. This is the 
content of “the gospel.”  
 
And this is what Paul is reminding 
these people in the church at Corinth 
of – 
 
•   Christ died for our sins 
•   Christ was buried 
•   Christ was raised on the 3rd day 
•   Christ appeared to many people 

after he rose 
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And Paul says that THIS is the gospel 
message which God has announced 
now by which any human being can be 
set right with God, simply by faith 
alone in Christ alone.  “So we preach 
and so you believed.” 
This is why Christ has commanded His 
people to “go into all the world and 
preach the gospel.” Because faith in 
Christ, faith in this good news about 
Him dying to pay for our sins and 
rising again victorious over death, is 
the one and only means which God has 
provided us for being put right with 
Him.  
 
If Christ is not raised from the dead, 
then the good news is a lie. There is no 
good news and….listen to Paul 
complete the thought – 
 
1 Corinthians 15:12-19  Now if Christ 
is proclaimed as raised from the dead, 
how can some of you say that there is 
no resurrection of the dead?   
 
(13)  But if there is no resurrection of 
the dead, then not even Christ has been 
raised.  (14)  And if Christ has not 
been raised, then our preaching is in 
vain and your faith is in vain.   
 
(15)  We are even found to be 
misrepresenting God, because we 
testified about God that he raised 
Christ, whom he did not raise if it is 
true that the dead are not raised.   
 

(16)  For if the dead are not raised, not 
even Christ has been raised.  (17)  And 
if Christ has not been raised, your faith 
is futile and you are still in your sins.  
(18)  Then those also who have fallen 
asleep in Christ have perished.  (19)  If 
in Christ we have hope in this life 
only, we are of all people most to be 
pitied. 
 
Here you see that there were some 
people who claimed to be Christians 
there at Corinth who were teaching not 
only that Christ did not rise from the 
dead, but in fact there is no such thing 
as the resurrection of the dead, ever. 
Why were they denying this? Because 
they were Greeks, and Greek 
philosophy had no place for the 
resurrection of the body. Greeks taught 
that we all get “free” when our spirit 
leaves our body and enters into some 
kind of non-physical spirit world. So 
these guys were trying to mesh their 
Greek philosophy with their 
Christianity and the result was that 
they denied the resurrection of Christ. 
Paul is nailing them here.  
 
•   No resurrection of the dead = 

Christ is not raised 
•   Christ not raised = the Christian 

religion is false and meaningless 
•   Christ not raised = the Apostles 

and the Bible are lies, 
unauthorized by God 

•   Christ not raised = no good news, 
no salvation from sin and hell 
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•   Christ not raised = Christians are 
the biggest, most pitiful fools of 
all 

 
So it is one or the other. Christ is 
raised or He is not. The gospel is true, 
or it is not.  
 
Did you know that you would not have 
to look very far to find pastors and so-
called churches who claim to be 
Christian but do not believe that Christ 
rose from the dead? It’s true. This is 
what we call “liberal” Christianity, and 
it is not Christian at all. Such people 
deny that the Bible is the inerrant 
Word of God. They deny that the 
miracles Christ did, as recorded in the 
Bible, are historical truth, and much 
more. Paul is nailing this kind of 
person here. Christ or not Christ. 
Raised or not raised. True or false. But 
there is no middle ground. 
 
You are Still in Your Sins 
 
Listen to these verses again – 
 
1 Corinthians 15:17-19  And if Christ 
has not been raised, your faith is futile 
and you are still in your sins.  (18)  
Then those also who have fallen asleep 
in Christ have perished.  (19)  If in 
Christ we have hope in this life only, 
we are of all people most to be pitied. 
 
Christ is THE way which God has 
provided for us to be set right with 

Him and have our sins forgiven. But 
there is more. Christ is also the way 
for us to keep on living when we die! If 
Christ is not raised, then WE cannot be 
raised, and there is no hope for us. 
Death is still the master.  
 
Why does death exist? Think it 
through. If God is God, if He is what 
He reveals Himself to be here in the 
Bible, if He is all powerful, all 
knowing, all seeing, all wise, good, 
merciful. If God is life and light, then 
why is there death and darkness in this 
world? Why? And we know the 
answer – sin. Our sin – 
 
Romans 5:12  Therefore, just as sin 
came into the world through one man, 
and death through sin, and so death 
spread to all men because all sinned— 
 
And again – 
 
Romans 6:23  For the wages of sin is 
death, but the free gift of God is 
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
Now I want us to think this through 
very, very carefully. Let’s just use 
some common logical sense – 
 
•   Death and dying and disease and 

suffering and tragedy all exist in 
this world. Every single one of us 
is going to experience it or have 
experienced it. 
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•   If God were going to set out to 
put things right again, as He 
originally created this world, it is 
plain that He would necessarily 
remedy this business of death. 

•   The remedy He would provide 
would be life. It would be the 
antidote for death. He would 
provide a way for us to live and 
not only to live, but to live 
forever, never to see or 
experience death again.  
Otherwise anything else would 
NOT be a remedy! 

•   Furthermore, He would have to 
create, or rather –re-create – the 
creation. It would be a real 
creation, just as real as the first 
one, only this time with no sin or 
evil or suffering in it.  

 
Well, the good news of the gospel of 
Christ is good news because it 
announced that in Christ, God has 
indeed accomplished all of these 
things. It is done. All that is left is for 
us to receive Christ as God’s Son, 
believe in Him and believe His Word, 
and it is all ours.  
 
If these things seem like fantasy to you 
right now, I can assure you that one 
day when you face either your own 
death or the death of a loved one, they 
will become the most important issues 
in your life. Death indeed IS “unreal.” 
It is “abnormal.” It isn’t right. And this 
is perhaps the most striking thing 

about looking at a loved one in a 
casket. The wrongness of it all. It is a 
cruel fiction, you might say – but it is 
real. There is that face and those 
hands, but where is the person?  
It is these very evils that Christ came 
to correct and conquer, and the fact 
that He rose from the dead, really and 
bodily, proves that He did in fact 
conquer death – 
 
Hebrews 2:14-15  Since therefore the 
children share in flesh and blood, he 
himself likewise partook of the same  
 
things, that through death he might 
destroy the one who has the power of 
death, that is, the devil,  (15)  and 
deliver all those who through fear of 
death were subject to lifelong slavery. 
 
Easter you see is God’s declaration to 
the world that Christ is just as He said, 
the way, the truth, and the life.  
 
Christ IS Risen! 
 
Having confronted these people, Paul 
turns now to a confident declaration of 
the truth, Christ IS Risen – 
 
1 Corinthians 15:20-28  But in fact 
Christ has been raised from the dead, 
the firstfruits of those who have fallen 
asleep.  (21)  For as by a man came 
death, by a man has come also the 
resurrection of the dead.  (22)  For as 
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in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall 
all be made alive.   
 
(23)  But each in his own order: Christ 
the firstfruits, then at his coming those 
who belong to Christ.   
(24)  Then comes the end, when he 
delivers the kingdom to God the Father 
after destroying every rule and every 
authority and power.   
 
(25)  For he must reign until he has put 
all his enemies under his feet.  (26)  
The last enemy to be destroyed is 
death.  (27)  For "God has put all 
things in subjection under his feet." 
But when it says, "all things are put in 
subjection," it is plain that he is 
excepted who put all things in 
subjection under him.  (28)  When all 
things are subjected to him, then the 
Son himself will also be subjected to 
him who put all things in subjection 
under him, that God may be all in all. 
 
Let’s just look at the main points in 
this – we could certainly spent a long 
time examining all the details of what 
Paul has said, but we cannot do that in 
one sitting. 
 
•   Christ has been raised from the 

dead, 
•   Christ is the “firstfruits” of those 

who have fallen asleep. 
 
Alright? What does this mean? First of 
all, Christ really died. He has been 

raise “from the dead.” Some people 
have foolishly tried to explain away 
the resurrection as “resuscitation,” 
claiming that Jesus never really died 
on the cross but just fainted away and 
recovered later in the tomb. Yeah, 
right. That sounds pretty much like a 
contemporary liberal conspiracy theory 
we see today! Spear into his heart and 
lungs. Nailed and hung to a cross. 
Wrapped up in grave clothes that 
would have suffocated him! But he 
“recovered.” I don’t think so. Christ 
really and actually died. He had to. It 
is by the death of the sacrifice that the 
Lamb of God takes away the sin of the 
world.  
 
And then what is this “firstfruits”? 
Well, it has an Old Testament 
background but for now let’s just 
realize that the “firstfruits” are that 
first portion of a harvest – be it of fruit 
or grain or some other crop – that are 
harvested at the very beginning of 
harvest. In many cultures these 
“firstfruits” are devoted to some 
special purpose. But here is the main 
point – the firstfruits of a harvest 
necessarily imply that the rest of the 
crop is going to be harvested.  
 
In this way, Christ was the firstfruits of 
the harvest. What harvest? The 
“harvest” of all people who belong to 
Christ on the Day when Christ raises 
us from the dead. This is why some 
Christians in past centuries referred to 
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their cemeteries as “resurrection plots” 
or “gardens.” It is why Paul and others 
refer to Christians who have died as 
having “fallen asleep.” He isn’t 
teaching that when we die we are in 
some unconscious state, but he is 
talking about our body. Our body is 
“asleep” and like all sleeping things is 
going to be awakened. When?  Here it 
is – 
 
1 Corinthians 15:50-54  I tell you this, 
brothers: flesh and blood cannot inherit 
the kingdom of God, nor does the 
perishable inherit the imperishable.  
(51)  Behold! I tell you a mystery. We 
shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 
changed,  (52)  in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. 
For the trumpet will sound, and the 
dead will be raised imperishable, and 
we shall be changed.  (53)  For this 
perishable body must put on the 
imperishable, and this mortal body 
must put on immortality.  (54)  When 
the perishable puts on the 
imperishable, and the mortal puts on 
immortality, then shall come to pass 
the saying that is written: "Death is 
swallowed up in victory." 
 
If this sounds too fantastic to believe, 
think it through very carefully. Christ 
is raised from the dead already. God 
exists. Christ came into this world to 
deal with sin and to do away with 
death. Therefore it is inevitable and 
necessary that He come again, raise up 

His people from the grave, judge the 
wicked in perfect justice, and establish 
a new creation where all trace of evil is 
gone. The only alternative to these 
things is that there is no God, that this 
universe just happened into existence, 
that man is a mere animal, that human 
life is quite meaningless, and that in 
the end, evil wins because it just keeps 
on keeping on. 
 
We are born into this world dead in 
our sin in a mortal body that in some 
ways begins to die the second we are 
born. Your present body is temporal. 
Temporary. It is what the Bible calls 
“corruptible.” That is to say, it wears 
out and grows old and ultimately we 
say “ashes to ashes, dust to dust,” 
because our body returns to dust.  
 
That kind of a body just won’t work in 
the new creation because life and 
everything there is forever. So, 
Christian, you have to get a new body, 
and that is what your resurrection is all 
about. Just as Christ gives us a new 
heart when he saves us, so He gives us 
a new body when He comes again. 
One that is suited perfectly for eternity. 
Make no mistake, it is a real body. We 
are not going to be ghosts. But all 
effects of sin will have been erased, 
and death will never be among us 
again. 
 
I think that is pretty good news. 
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