
FBC POWELL, 4-16-17 AM NOTES 
“The Resurrection Gospel” 

1 Corinthians 15:1-4 
 
 
1 Corinthians 15:17-19 “and if Christ has not been raised, your faith is worthless; you are still in your sins. Then those also who 
have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. If we have hoped in Christ in this life only, we are of all men most to be pitied.” 
 
1 Corinthians 15:20a (NIV) “But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead.”   
 
Romans 4:24b-25 (ESV) “Jesus our Lord, who was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our justification.”  
 
2 Corinthians 4:14 “knowing that He who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and will present us with you.”  
 
1 Peter 1:3 “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be 
born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.” 
 
 
I.       The Cry for the Gospel 
 

Romans 3:23 “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”  
 
Romans 6:23a “For the wages of sin is death…” 
 
Psalm 14:3b “There is no one who does good, not even one.” 
 
 

II.      The Content of the Gospel  
 

The Gospel is the good news that God has provided a way for us to escape the condemnation of sin and be reconciled to 
Him. That way is through Jesus Christ and His substitutionary death and resurrection. 
 
Ephesians 1:3 “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing 
in the heavenly places in Christ.” 
 
 
A. Christ Died for Our Sins According to the Scriptures (v. 3) 
 

1 Corinthians 2:2 “For I determined to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.” 
 

Genesis 3:15 “And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her seed [Jesus]; He 
shall bruise you on the head, and you shall bruise him on the heel.”  
 
John 1:29 “the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!”  
 
Hebrews 9:22b “…without shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.”  
 
Isaiah 53:4-6 “Surely our griefs He Himself bore, and our sorrows He carried; yet we ourselves esteemed Him 
stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our 
iniquities; the chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, and by His scourging we are healed. All of us like sheep 
have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; but the Lord has caused the iniquity of us all to fall on Him.” 

 
 

B. Christ Was Buried (v. 4a) 
 
 
 



C.   Christ Was Raised on the Third Day (v. 4b) 
 

Psalms 16:10 “For You will not abandon my soul to Sheol; nor will You allow Your Holy One to undergo decay.”  
 
Acts 2:23-24 “This Man, delivered over by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, you nailed to a cross by 
the hands of godless men and put Him to death. But God raised Him up again, putting an end to the agony of death, 
since it was impossible for Him to be held in its power.”  
 
Hebrews 2:14 “Therefore, since the children share in  flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook of the same, 
that through death He might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil.” 
    
1 Corinthians 15:3-4 “For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins 
according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the 
Scriptures.” 

 
 
 
III.     The Coverage of the Gospel  
 

A. The Gospel Deals With the Penalty of Sin 
 

Hebrews 9:27 “It is appointed for men to die once and after this comes judgment.”  
 
Ezekiel 18:20a “The person who sins will die.”  
 
Matthew 27:6b “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?”  
 
For Jesus, an infinite being, to be separated from the Father for a finite period of time is the equivalent of a finite 
being separated from God for an infinite period of time.  
 
John 19:30b “It is finished!” 
 
 

B. The Gospel Deals With the Power of Sin 
 

Romans 7:23 “But I see a different law in the members of my body, waging war against the law of my mind and 
making me a prisoner of the law of sin which is in my members.”  
 
Romans 6:6 (HCSB) “For we know that our old self was crucified with Him in order that sin’s dominion over the 
body may be abolished, so that we may no longer be enslaved to sin.” 
 
Romans 6:7 “For he who has died is freed from sin.”  
 
Romans 6:11 “Even so consider yourselves to be dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus.” 

 
 
 
IV.      The Call of the Gospel 
 

 Mark 16:15 “And He [the resurrected Christ] said to them, ‘Go into all the world and preach the Gospel to all creation.’” 
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The Greek word in verse one that is translated “gospel” literally means “good news.” This word was used 
so much, by early Christians, referring to the good news of what Christ accomplished in His 
substitutionary death on the cross, and His Resurrection on the third day, that “gospel” became primarily a 
“Christian” word. Today, I want us to look at what the Bible says the Gospel is. We will see that the 
Gospel includes the truth of the literal bodily resurrection of Christ.  
 
Just as the heart pumps life-giving blood to every part of the body, the Resurrection of Christ gives life to 
every facet of the Gospel. If the remains of Jesus’ physical body still lie in that borrowed tomb, the 
gospel, and indeed all of Christianity, is a sham. The Apostle Paul put it this way in 1 Corinthians 15:17-
19: “and if Christ has not been raised, your faith is worthless; you are still in your sins. Then those also 
who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. If we have hoped in Christ in this life only, we are, of all 
men, most to be pitied.” Paul follows that with this bold and true statement: 1 Corinthians 15:20a (NIV): 
“But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead.”   
    
The Resurrection of Jesus Christ changes everything! All four Gospels clearly proclaim the Resurrection 
of Jesus Christ; in the book of Acts, Peter, Stephen, Philip, and Paul proclaim the Resurrection of Christ. 
The Resurrection is clearly proclaimed in the Epistles (letters) of the New Testament. Romans 4:24b-25 
(ESV): “Jesus our Lord, who was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our justification.”                
2 Corinthians 4:14: “knowing that He who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and will 
present us with you.” We are told of the Resurrection in Galatians 1:1, Ephesians 1:20, Philippians 3:10, 
Colossians 2:12, 1 Thessalonians 1:10, and 2 Timothy 2:8. 1 Peter 1:3: “Blessed be the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope 
through the Resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.” In Revelation 1 we are even given a verbal 
picture of the Resurrected glorified Christ.  
 
That is only a sampling of the prominence of the Resurrection of Christ throughout the New Testament. 
The Resurrection of Christ is not an isolated, seldom mentioned truth; it is central to the Gospel all 
through the New Testament! The Gospel we proclaim is truly the Resurrection Gospel.  
    
From 1 Corinthians 15:1-4, I want us to go back to the basics and look at this Gospel, this good news that 
is a Resurrection Gospel.  
 

I.   The Cry for the Gospel  
 
The primary reason there is not a greater cry, a greater hunger and thirst, for the Gospel is because most 
people are not aware of their great need. Remember that the word “gospel” means “good news.” Good 
news is not good news until we first know the bad news.  
 
If I came pounding on your door in the middle of the night, and you finally got out of bed and opened the 
door, and I said, “I have good news, great news, amazing news for you. Researchers have just discovered 
a 100% effective cure for all cancer.” You would look at me with a rather harsh glare and say, “Well 
that’s good – for those who have been diagnosed with cancer, but I don’t have cancer and why couldn’t 
this have waited until tomorrow?” However, if you were in the last stages of a type of cancer that had no 
known cure, and you had been given just a short time to live, your response would have been quite 
different. You would embrace me and we would dance a happy dance at your front door! The good news 
is not recognized as good news until you hear the bad news first.  
    
The bad news is actually worse than fatal cancer! The bad news is as follows:  
 
Romans 3:23: “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”  
 



Romans 6:23a: “For the wages of sin is death…”  
 
This “death” is spiritual death, eternal separation from God, and all that is good, in a literal place called, 
in the Bible, “Hell.” This separation is forever with no hope of ever getting a reprieve. Most people don’t 
know this bad news, and sadly, most churches aren’t telling them. Because of the silence of the church 
concerning this bad news we are prone to compare ourselves to one another. When we do, we come out 
fairly well. We think of the people who are just lowdown, sorry people, and compared to them, we aren’t 
so bad. In fact, compared to most, we come out pretty good.  
 
Here is something that we need to know. We are not measured by how well we do, compared to others. 
God doesn’t grade on the curve. The means God has given to show us His standard, His measuring stick, 
is the law. The law (summarized in the Ten Commandments) was not given to show us how to earn 
salvation. The law was given to show us how bad we all are and how much we all need a Savior! Some 
may say, “I keep the Ten commandments most of the time.” That’s not good enough! Because God is 
perfectly holy and because He hates all sin, He demands absolute perfection. God is so holy that even one 
sin separates us from Him for eternity. The bottom line is found in Psalm 14:3b: “There is no one who 
does good, not even one.” 
 
You may be thinking, “Wow Pastor, I came to church on this Easter Sunday to be encouraged, and, so far, 
it’s not working for me!” Have you ever bought a diamond? Typically, when a diamond dealer is going to 
show you a beautiful diamond, he uses a piece of dark velvet as a backdrop. The truth about sin serves as 
the dark velvet backdrop that shows the beautiful diamond of the Gospel in all its beauty.  
    
In verse three of our text, the two little words “our sins” summarize the bad news that makes the gospel 
good news. When the Holy Spirit opens our eyes to see the holiness of God, and our sinfulness in 
breaking God’s law, there comes a cry to God for mercy. This is where the Gospel indeed comes to us as 
good news. The cry for the Gospel comes out of a heart of conviction of sin against a holy God.  
 

II.   The Content of the Gospel  
 

The word, Gospel, has both a narrow and a broad meaning.  
 
The narrow meaning of Gospel is this: The Gospel is the good news that God has provided a way for us to 
escape the condemnation of sin and be reconciled to Him. That way is through Jesus Christ and His 
substitutionary death and Resurrection.  
 
The broader meaning includes all that is ours because we are reconciled. Here is a sampling of what I am 
talking about. We are in union with Christ and because we are in Christ, we are forgiven of all sin, 
accepted by God, set free from bondage to sin, and, as Ephesians 1:3 says, “Blessed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in 
Christ.”  
 
What you will discover is that the Gospel is profoundly simple and simply profound. We never move on 
from the Gospel; we simply go to a deeper understanding and appropriation of the Gospel. 
    
Paul’s great declaration of the Gospel begins with verses 1-2. The Gospel is a message that is preached or 
proclaimed, and it must be received. To “stand” on the Gospel is to trust its truth and see it as 
foundational to our lives. When we receive, and stand on the Gospel, we are saved.   

From 1 Corinthians 15:3-4, I want us to see the exact content of the Gospel. For something this 
foundational, we must be clear about its content. 



   A.  Christ Died for Our Sins According to the Scriptures (v. 3) 

That little phrase, “as of first importance,” is important! Paul didn’t come to the Corinthians talking first 
about social change, eradicating the injustice of slavery, or what it would take to get Nero, the evil 
Emperor who hated Christianity, put out of office. The thing that was of utmost importance was 
proclaiming the truth that Christ died as a substitute for our sins. That’s what the Apostle Paul meant in   
1 Corinthians 2:2 when he said “For I determined to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and 
Him crucified.”  

Notice how Paul tied in Christ’s substitutionary death to the Scriptures. Since the New Testament had not 
been all written and distributed at this point, Paul was referring to the Old Testament. The substitutionary 
atonement (the satisfactory payment) of Christ on the cross was proclaimed throughout the Old 
Testament.  

The very first prophesy in the Bible dealt with the substitutionary atonement for sin. In Genesis 3:15 God 
says to Satan, “And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her seed 
[Jesus]; He shall bruise you on the head [fatal wound], and you shall bruise him on the heel [the cross].” 
When the Israelites were delivered from 400 years of slavery in Egypt, the instruction God gave Moses 
was that each family was to kill a lamb and its blood was to be put on the door post of their home. When 
the angel bringing the judgment of taking the first born of all people, and even animals, saw the blood, he 
was instructed to “pass over” that home. The ceremony that continues today among the Jews is called “the 
Passover.” We know that was a picture, an illustration, a type of Christ who is called in John 1:29: “the 
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!”  

In addition, the animal sacrifices of the ceremonial law looked forward to the substitutionary sacrifice of 
Christ on the cross. They all illustrated the truth of Hebrews 9:22b: “…without shedding of blood there is 
no forgiveness.” Isaiah prophesied of the substitutionary atonement of Christ 700 years before Calvary 
happened in time. Isaiah 53:4-6: “Surely our griefs He Himself bore, and our sorrows He carried; yet we 
ourselves esteemed Him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. But He was pierced through for our 
transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; the chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, and by 
His scourging we are healed. All of us like sheep have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; 
but the Lord has caused the iniquity of us all to fall on Him.” 

The death of Christ was no accident. It was an appointment that fulfilled the will of God.  

   B.  Christ Was Buried (v. 4a) 

The emphasis on the burial is that He was really dead! Unbelievers have come up with the theory that 
Jesus didn’t really die on the cross. One such theory is called “the swoon theory.” It goes like this: Jesus 
wasn’t really dead when they took Him down from the cross. He had only fainted. When He was placed 
in the cool tomb, He revived and escaped. Think about that for a moment. Jesus woke up, unwrapped the 
cloths wrapped around Him like a mummy, got up shaking off the effects of the flogging that killed some 
before they ever made it to crucifixion, then He walked on feet that had suffered an eight-inch spike being 
driven through them, then with pierced hands, rolled away a 1 ½ ton stone, scared off or out fought 
sixteen Roman soldiers, went out and deceived his followers that He had been dead, and rose again. He 
was buried because He was dead. 

   C.  Christ Was Raised on the Third Day (v. 4b) 

As with His death, His Resurrection was according to the Scriptures. The Resurrection was prophesied in 
the Old Testament. In Acts 2, Peter on the day of Pentecost, quoted from Psalm 16 showing how it 



referred to Christ’s Resurrection. Psalms 16:10: “For You will not abandon my soul to Sheol; nor will 
You allow Your Holy One to undergo decay.”  

The word “Sheol” is the Old Testament word for the place of the dead. An eternally dead savior might be 
a martyr and a good example, but He would be no savior at all. We see the significance of the 
Resurrection in Acts 2:23-24: “this Man, delivered over by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of 
God, you nailed to a cross by the hands of godless men and put Him to death.  But God raised Him up 
again, putting an end to the agony of death, since it was impossible for Him to be held in its power.”  

His Resurrection sealed the defeat of Satan, sin, and death. Hebrews 2:14: “Therefore, since the children 
share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook of the same, that through death He might 
render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil.”  

This is the essence of the Gospel: 1 Corinthians 15:3-4: “For I delivered to you as of first importance what 
I also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that 
He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures.” 

 

III.  The Coverage of the Gospel  

What is the impact of this Gospel delivered to us that is of first importance? What is covered in this 
Gospel that proclaims that “Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, 
and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures”? 

   A.  The Gospel Deals with the Penalty of Sin 

The only thing between a sinner and judgment is time. Hebrews 9:27: “it is appointed for men to die once 
and after this comes judgment.” There is a serious penalty attached to sin. Ezekiel 18:20a: “The person 
who sins will die.”  

Sin brings the wrath of God. On the cross Jesus was a lightning rod for the wrath of God; that is, He 
absorbed or took on Himself the full wrath of God against sin. He took the death penalty that sin 
deserved; He took the wage that sin earned. The word “death” means separation. Jesus took (in a way we 
cannot fully understand) the penalty of our separation from God. On the cross, He cried out quoting Psalm 
22 in Matthew 27:6b: “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” An eternity of perfect 
communion and unity and love within the Godhead was forsaken for a finite period of time as Jesus took 
the wrath, and yes the separation, that sin brings in my place. For Jesus, an infinite being, to be separated 
from the Father for a finite period of time is the equivalent of a finite being separated from God for an 
infinite period of time. We call Jesus’ death an “atonement.” Atonement is simply a satisfactory payment.  
Jesus cried out from the cross in John 19:30b: "It is finished!" What was finished? That Greek word can 
also be translated “paid in full”. The atonement, the satisfactory payment for the sin of all who would 
come trusting in Him was finished, paid in full. The Gospel is that Jesus died to pay the penalty for my 
sin.  

   B.  The Gospel Deals with the Power of Sin 

When sin entered the world through Adam, a power that is called “sin” moved into every descendent of 
Adam. I’m not talking about individual acts of sin; I am talking about a power that indwells our bodies 
that gives Satan inroad to tempt and deceive both believers and unbelievers. We read mostly about this 
power of sin (also called the law of sin) in the book of Romans. Romans 7:23: “but I see a different law in 



the members of my body, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of 
sin which is in my members.” This power or law of sin had authority over the old us in Adam.  

A lost person is said to be a “slave of sin,” speaking of this power or law of sin in our members. Those 
however who are in Christ have experienced the old us in Adam being crucified with Christ and we have 
a new life with the Resurrected Christ in us available to live out His life through us. Romans 6:6 (HCSB): 
“For we know that our old self was crucified with Him in order that sin’s dominion over the body may be 
abolished, so that we may no longer be enslaved to sin.”  

That power of sin is still there in a believer, but it no longer has dominion or authority over us because the 
one it had authority over (the old man in Adam) is crucified with Christ. While we still experience the pull 
of sin and the temptation of sin, we are no longer slaves of this power or law called sin. Romans 6:7: “for 
he who has died is freed from sin.”  

How do we deal with the pull of sin? By faith in what God says happened to us in Christ’s death and 
Resurrection. Romans 6:11: “Even so consider yourselves to be dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ 
Jesus.” The Gospel of Christ’s death and Resurrection set us free from the penalty of sin, but it also set us 
free from the slavery to sin.  

IV.  The Call of the Gospel 

The call of the Gospel goes out to all who have ears to hear. We are commanded to take this Resurrection 
Gospel to all. Mark 16:15: “And He [the resurrected Christ] said to them, ‘Go into all the world and 
preach the Gospel to all creation.’” But on this Easter Sunday morning, I am focusing on you! The call of 
the Gospel goes out to all who hear my voice. The call goes out to all who may be deceived in thinking 
that they are in Christ, but have never truly turned from sin to the Savior and completely trusted Him to 
deliver them from the penalty and power of sin. The call goes out to those who have heard this message of 
the Gospel today for the first time. Come, come to Jesus. This Gospel is true. Jesus truly can save.    

 

 

 


