
John (67): Jesus and Lazarus (3)            Hymns 219, Come Ye Disconsolate, 392 

 

Last week, we examined our Savior's instruction of His disciples—if you recall, this was largely twofold—a 

lesson on life (Vv7-10), and a lesson on death (vv11-16)—this brings us this morning to, our Savior's 

interacting, instructing, and questioning Martha (vv18-27)... 

 

But before we come to these verses, let me remind you, of two primary purposes behind these sign miracles—

[1] to reveal His glory as the Christ, the Son of God, and [2] that sinner and saint, would believe upon His 

name—now I know I've said this many times (throughout our study of John), but allow for me to say it 

again—the miracles are signs because they intentionally point to Christ as the GodMan, and, the Savior of 

sinners... 

 

Thus, it's for this reason these seven sign miracles, intend to illustrate spiritual truth, and, to this end, most of 

them are accompanied with teaching that relates to the miracle—for example, having feed the 500, our Savior 

then described Himself as the Bread of Life, and now, having identified Himself as the Resurrection and Life, 

our Savior is about to raise Lazarus from the dead—the teaching explains the miracle, and the miracle 

illustrates the teaching... 

 

I.    Jesus Interacts with Martha—vv18-24 

II.   Jesus Instructs Martha—vv25-26a  

III.  Jesus Questions Martha—vv26b-27  

 

I.    Jesus Interacts with Martha—vv18-24 

 

1. John tells us nothing about the two day journey—he begins in v17 with Jesus arrival in Bethany, which 

was two miles from Jerusalem... 

2. John Calvin suggests two reasons why the Spirit mentions the distance of Jerusalem—first, to account for 

the many Jews that had come to comfort Mary and Martha, and secondly, to rebuke the Jews for their 

unbelief... 

3. A.W. Pink—"All room for excuse was thereby removed for any ignorance in the leaders of the nation as to 

the identity of the person of Christ. His last and greatest 'sign' was given before many eye-witnesses 

almost at the very doors of the Sanhedrin..." 

4. From v20, we learn, as soon as Martha heard Jesus was coming, she went out to meet Him—"but Mary 

was sitting in the house..." 

5. John doesn't tell us why Mary remained in the house—likely simply because she was overtaken with 

grief... 

6. [1] Martha's confession, vv21—"Now Martha said to Jesus, Lord, if You had been here, my brother would 

not have died. But even now I know that whatever You ask of God, God will give You..." 

7. There have been some people who've understood these words, as a complaint, as if Martha was rebuking 

Jesus...  

8. But contrary to this, I suggest she is actually doing the very opposite—this is NOT a complaint but a 

confession... 

9. [a] She confesses His love, v21—"Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died"—that is, 

Christ would not have allowed it... 

10. She knew that Christ loved Lazarus, and thus, if Christ had been present, He would not have allowed him 

to die... 

11. Now—before I leave v21, don't misunderstand me—I totally agree, these words reflect great grief and 

pain... 

12. V32—"Then, when Mary came where Jesus was, and saw Him, she fell down at his feet, saying to Him, 

Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died. Therefore, when Jesus saw her weeping ..." 

13. In other words—what Mary confesses in v32 and Martha in v21, while acknowledging His love for 

Lazarus, were also expression of great sorrow...  

14. [b] She confesses His power, v22—"But even now I know that whatever You ask of God, God will give 

You..." 
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15. Here Martha acknowledges that Christ could, even though it has been four days, raise Lazarus from the 

dead... 

16. She knew that the Father always heard the prayers of His Son—thus, if He wanted to, He could raise 

Lazarus... 

17. Now—some have suggested that this statement betrays a level of ignorance, as if she had not yet fully 

understood who He is... 

18. But, dear brethren, let me suggest, nothing could be further from the truth—this statement reveals 

profound understanding... 

19. For in it, she confesses, that Christ was so perfectly related to the Father, that He received everything He 

desired... 

20. She understood, as we shall see from her confession in v27, that He was both, the Son of God and the 

Christ... 

21. This is to say, she understood He was the GodMan—both equal with the Father, and dependant upon the 

Father... 

22. Verses 41-42—"Then they took away the stone from the place where the dead man was lying. And Jesus 

lifted up His eyes and said, Father, I think You that You have heard Me. And I know that You always hear 

Me, but because of the people who are standing by I said this, that they may believe that You sent Me..." 

23. [2] Jesus' response, v23—"Jesus said to her, Your brother will rise again"—our Savior intentionally speaks 

broadly...  

24. This may have been to test Martha—but either way, it's evident our Savior is referring to his present 

resurrection... 

25. It's like this—Martha had confessed that Christ could raise him now if He chose to—His Father always 

heard Him... 

26. Our Savior now affirms that this will happen—"Your brother will rise again"—not may or could, but will 

rise again... 

27. [3] Martha's confusion, v24—"Martha said to Him, I know that he will rise again in the resurrection at the 

last day..."   

28. It's evident from what happens later (v39), that Martha was slow to understand, our Savior would raise 

Lazarus... 

29. But—I suggest most of us, are willing to give her a break, given the fact that she's just lost her beloved 

brother... 

30. She is still very much in the grips of sorrow—and then, to make matters worse, her beloved Savior was 

absent...   

31. It's not easy to think clearly when you're in such a situation—and yet, I suggest Martha can teach us three 

things... 

32. [a] Saints in the midst of confusion, must bring their cares to Christ, v20—"Now Martha, as soon as she 

heard that Jesus was coming, went and met Him..."  

33. I failed to mention that Bethany likely means "house of misery or affliction"—it fits well this present 

scene... 

34. My friends, all Christians spend time in Bethany—all Christians to some degree will know misery and 

affliction...  

35. Yes, in the larger sense of enduring bereavement, but I also think of lesser degrees of more regular 

affliction... 

36. Prolonged bouts of sickness, serious and/or prolonged marital problems, unconverted or wayward older 

children...        

37. Now I want you to remember—Martha was far from being alone—she had Mary and a large crowd of 

friends... 

38. Oh dear brethren, surely we are thankful for caring and loving friends, pastors, parents, siblings, and 

spouses... 

39. But—in the midst of all these none of them could truly satisfy—none of them could truly and effectually 

help... 

40. Ps.142:4-5—"Look on  my right hand and see, for there is no one who acknowledges me; refuge has failed 

me; no  one cares for my soul. I cried out to You, O LORD: I said, You are my refuge, my portion in the 

land of the living..." 
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41. The caption above this Psalm says—"A prayer when he was in the cave"—which is recorded for us in 

1Sam.22:1-2... 

42. 1Sam.22:1-2—"David therefore departed from there and escaped to the cave of Adullam. And when his 

brothers and all his father's house heard it, they went down there to him. And everyone who was in distress, 

everyone who was in debt, and everyone who was discontented gathered to him. So he became captain 

over them. And there were about four hundred men with him..." 

43. Robert Murray McCheyne—"Martha is the picture of a weak believer: much of nature and little grace, 

many questions of Christ's love and power, and yet carrying their complaints only to Him. It was not to the 

Jews Martha told her grief, it was not to the disciples, it was to Jesus Himself..." 

44. [b] Saints in the midst of confusion, must rely upon what they know of Christ—His LOVE and His 

ABILITY... 

45. Even though Martha was filled with a measure of doubt and confusion, she resorted to what she knew was 

true... 

46. I think many of us present this morning, have enduring the death of a loved one—a parent, a sibling, a 

child... 

47. And it is very possible, during such times, to fall prey to a fog of doubts—concerning both His love and 

ability... 

48. Martha did not have all the answers—she didn't know why her beloved Savior, delayed and her brother 

died... 

49. My friends, Christians don't pretend to be able to answer every question, and brethren, we don't even need 

to... 

50. All we can do is, fall back on what we do know—that Christ does love us, and His wisdom and power are 

infinite... 

51. This is found in those beautiful words of v22—"But even now I know that whatever You ask of God, God 

will give You... 

52. I may not know or understand everything—"But even now I know"—that you love me, are all wise, and 

all powerful... 

53. [c] Sinners in the midst of confusion, must come to Christ, knowing He is able and willing to save them—I 

suggest we learn this from Martha... 

54. Yes, it's true, she was a Christian, who loved Christ, and was loved by Christ—but, sinners can learn from 

her...   

55. Poor sinner friend, you too are in Bethany, in fact all men, without exception, are born in a place of 

misery... 

56. And oh, poor friend, our beloved Savior graciously and powerfully comes to Bethany—the house of 

misery... 

 

II.   Jesus Instructs Martha—vv25-26a  

 

1. Because our Savior's instruction has been variously interpreted, I think it's best for me to simply explain 

each phrase...  

2. [1] V25a—"I am the resurrection and the life"—that is, because of My resurrection, I am the source and 

cause of all resurrection life... 

3. Here our Savior provides the fifth of seven I AM statements—I AM the Bread of Life, I AM the Light of 

the World, I AM the Door, I AM the Good Shepherd... 

4. Now—I suggest it's very important to remember, the Scriptures speak of two resurrections—one spiritual 

and one physical... 

5. By SPIRITUAL resurrection is meant—regeneration—when a dead soul is raised from the tomb of native 

depravity... 

6. By PHYSICAL resurrection is meant—the future resurrection, when our dead bodies will be raised from 

the ground...  

7. Let me suggest, that in calling Himself "the resurrection and the life"—our Savior is referring to both of 

these resurrections... 

8. [a] He is the SOURCE of all resurrection life—that is, He purchased spiritual and eternal life through His 

work...   
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9. Perhaps I can put it this way—all life, spiritual and physical—eternal life—is found in Christ as its 

SOURCE... 

10. 1Jn.5:11—"God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son"—it's life that has been bought by 

Christ... 

11. [b] He is the CAUSE of all resurrection life—that is, He actually gives us life, by the effectual application 

of His voice... 

12. Jn.5:25—"Most assuredly, I say to you, the hour is coming, and now is, when the dead will hear the voice 

of the Son of God; and those who hear will live..." 

13. Jn.5:28-29—"Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who are in the graces will hear His 

voice and come forth..." 

14. Christ is not only the SOURCE of life, but also the CAUSE of life—He purchased life, but He also applies 

it... 

15. Robert Murray McCheyne—"He shows what He is: I am the author or spring of all resurrection. The 

fountain of the resurrection is in My hand. It is My voice that shall call forth the sleeping dust of all My 

saints. It is My hand that shall gather their dust and fashion it like My own glorious body. All this is 

mine...." 

16. [2] V25b—"He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live"—this is talking about physical death 

and life... 

17. Believers, Christians, friends of Christ, DIE—except for those alive when He returns, all Christians will 

DIE... 

18. But—they SHALL LIVE—that is, the same body that died, will be raised from the dead when Christ 

returns... 

19. J.C. Ryle—"As surely as I, the Head, have life, and cannot be kept a prisoner by the grace, so surely all my 

members, believing in Me, shall live also..." 

20. Notice—our Savior qualifies who is meant—"He who believes in Me"—only believes are raised to eternal 

life... 

21. Jn.5:28-29—"Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who are in the graces will hear His 

voice and come forth—those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done 

evil, to the resurrection of condemnation..." 

22. Jn.14:19—"A little while longer and the world will see Me no more, but you will see Me. Because I live, 

you will live also..." 

23. [3] V26a—"And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die"—this is talking about spiritual life and 

death... 

24. Those presently believing in Christ are spiritually alive—and they shall never die—that is, taste eternal 

death... 

25. Thus—the two statements are basically saying the same thing from different angles—physically and 

spiritually... 

26. Jn.6:50—"This is the bread which comes down from heaven, that one may eat of it and not die"  Jn.8:51—

"Most assuredly, I say to you, if anyone keeps my word he shall never see death" 

27. In both of these texts, by "death" is meant "eternal death or hell"—those who believe in Christ, NEVER 

see or taste this death... 

28. Rev.20:6—"Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first resurrection. Over such the second death has 

no power..." 

29. By "first resurrection" is meant our spiritual resurrection or regeneration—over such the second death 

(hell) has no power..." 

30. Thus—before I leave this second heading, in summary, let me briefly suggest three things about the life 

found in Christ... 

31. But—before I do that, let me remind you that death, by definition means "separation"—death brings 

separation... 

32. Thus—to put it a bit simplistic, life entails reconciliation—death means to separate, life means to 

reconcile...  

33. Accordingly, I here want to summarize our Savior's instruction to Martha by suggesting three things about 

this life (remember it's all in Christ as the Fountain of Life)... 
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34. [a] It is spiritual life—that is, the sinner that's separated from God by nature, is reconciled to God through 

Christ... 

35. [b] It is physical life—that is, at the future, universal, bodily resurrection, the body and soul are united 

again... 

36. [c] It is eternal life—that is, the saint and Savior, are joined together physically, to never be separated 

again...   

 

III.  Jesus Questions Martha—vv26b-27  

 

1. Having interacted with Martha, and then instructed Martha, our Savior then questions her, v26b—"Do you 

believe this..." 

2. V27—"She said to Him, Yes, Lord, I believe that You are the Christ, the Son of God, who is to come into 

the world..." 

3. Martha confesses to believe, literally—"Yes, Lord, I have and do believe"—notice her faith has three 

parts... 

4. [1] He is the Christ—this word is the Greek equitant to the Hebrew word Messiah—both means—

Anointed... 

5. In the OT three people were anointed—prophets, priests, and kings—these three were uniquely equipped 

by God...     

6. [2] He is the Son of God—this phrase of course means He is God's eternally begotten Son, equal with Him 

in essence...   

7. [3] He has come into the world—this phrase largely describes Him as the One the OT promised would 

come...  

8. Thus, as a result—our beloved Savior provides us a lesson on teaching—teaching should end with a 

question... 

9. It wasn't enough for our Savior to merely teach her, but He then asks her whether or not she believed His 

teaching... 

10. Dear brethren, it's not enough that we've been taught this morning, but we have to answer the question—

Do we believe... 

11. [a] Faith is personal—"Do YOU believe this"—Do YOU believe what I've just said with regards to 

Myself...  

12. [b] Faith needs strengthening—though every Christian is a believer, every Christian needs to grow in 

faith...  

13. [c] Faith is focused upon Christ and His work, v27—"Yes, Lord, I believe that You are the Christ, the Son 

of God, who is to come into the world..."  

14. Let me first put this more theologically—the direct object of saving faith is the Person and work of Jesus 

Christ...   

15. This simply means—true and saving faith doesn't look within oneself, or to any other object, except Jesus 

Christ... 

 


