
TIMES OF REFRESHING 

 People know that there is something wrong with the world. They know that it is not ideal, and 
they long for something better. Most people will say that they have done wrong, and that they have 
been wronged. They seek atonement for the wrongs they have done, and justice for the wrongs they 
have suffered. One can never atone for his sins in this life. He may get a measure of justice in this life, 
or he may not. Even if he gets justice for a wrong suffered, many wrongs are never righted in this life. 
God in Christ has brought both forgiveness and justice to the world. He is setting all things right. 
 On one occasion, Saint Peter and Saint John went to the temple at the hour of prayer. There they 
encountered a man who was born lame, and never was able to walk. Every day some men would lay 
him at the temple gate, and he would beg alms of the people entering the temple. When he saw the 
apostles, he asked them for money. Saint Peter told him that he had no money to give, but that he 
would give him what he had. He said to him, “In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and 
walk.” He took him by the right hand, and raised him up, and the man walked for the first time in his 
life. The man went into the temple with Peter and John, and was leaping and praising God. The people 
in the temple recognized him as the lame man, and they were amazed. A crowd gathered, and Saint 
Peter addressed them. He said to them: 

The God of Abraham, and of Isaac, and of Jacob, the God of our fathers, hath glorified 
his Son Jesus; whom ye delivered up, and denied him in the presence of Pilate, when he 
was determined to let him go.But ye denied the Holy One and the Just, and desired a 
murderer to be granted unto you; And killed the Prince of life, whom God hath raised 
from the dead; whereof we are witnesses. And his name through faith in his name hath 
made this man strong, whom ye see and know: yea, the faith which is by him hath given 
him this perfect soundness in the presence of you all. (Acts 3:13-16) 

Saint Peter told the gathering of Jews that the man was not healed because of any power the apostles 
had, or any holiness, but by the name of Jesus. The man was healed by the name of Jesus, but not by a 
mere incantation. He was healed rather by faith in Jesus. But who is Jesus? Jesus is the savior of the 
world. God made a promise to Abraham, which He repeated to the other patriarchs, Isaac, and Jacob, 
saying, “In thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed.” (Genesis 22:18; 26:4; 28:14) Through 
the prophets, God spoke of this Savior as His servant who would do His will, and in whom He would 
be well pleased. Through the prophet Isaiah, He said of the Christ: 

Behold my servant, whom I uphold; mine elect, in whom my soul delighteth; I have put 
my spirit upon him: he shall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles. He shall not cry, nor lift 
up, nor cause his voice to be heard in the street. A bruised reed shall he not break, and the 
smoking flax shall he not quench: he shall bring forth judgment unto truth. He shall not 
fail nor be discouraged, till he have set judgment in the earth: and the isles shall wait for 
his law. (Isaiah 42:1-4) 
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When Jesus healed a man’s withered hand, the Pharisees plotted to destroy Him. As it was not yet time 
for Him to die, He told the crowds that followed Him not to make Him known. Saint Matthew says that 
this was to fulfill the prophecy of Isaiah. 

According to another prophecy of Isaiah, this servant would greatly suffer. The prophet said of Him: 

He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we 
hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not. Surely he 
hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of 
God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our 
iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are 
healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; 
and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. (Isaiah 53:3-6) 

Jesus Christ was a perfectly righteous man. He never sinned, and He did not deserve to die. He, by the 
miracles He performed, proved that He is the Christ, the Son of the living God. Yet, His own people 
rejected Him. The religious authorities sentenced Him to die for blasphemy, and, forbidden by Roman 
law to carry out the sentence, they brought Him to Pontius Pilate, the Roman governor, on a charge of 
sedition. Pilate, after examining Jesus, concluded that He was no rebel, and was prepared to release 
Him. The people, however, persuaded by the chief priests and elders, demanded that Pilate crucify 
Him. As it was Pilate’s custom to release a Jewish prisoner at the Passover, he told the Jews he would 
release Jesus, but they demanded that he crucify Jesus, and release to them instead Barabbas, who was 
in prison for murder and sedition. When Pilate sat in his judgment seat to judge Jesus, his wife warned 
him not to try him, because He is a righteous man. (Matthew 27:19) The Jews said to Pilate, “We have 
a law, and by our law he ought to die, because he made himself the Son of God.” (John 19:7) Saint 
John relates, “When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he was the more afraid.” (John 19:8) He was the 
more afraid because Caesar claimed to be the Son of God. The Jews told Pilate, “If thou let this man 
go, thou art not Caesar's friend: whosoever maketh himself a king speaketh against Caesar.” (John 
18:12) When Pilate saw that he could not dissuade the Jews, and that they were on the verge of rioting, 
he gave in to them, and had Jesus scourged and crucified. God gave the Jews every opportunity to 
change their minds about Jesus, but they would not. They denied Him. They demanded His death, and 
so His death is what Pilate gave to them. 
 Saint Peter notes the incongruities of the Jew’s actions with respect to Jesus’s execution. Jesus is 
the one whom God anointed with the Holy Spirit as the king of Israel, heir to the throne of David. (2 
Samuel 7:12-16) He is the one that, according to Daniel’s prophecy, would be anointed the most Holy, 
and would bring in everlasting righteousness. (Daniel 9:24) The demons knew Him by this name, as 
one demon said to Him, “Art thou come to destroy us? I know thee who thou art; the Holy One of 
God.” (Luke 4:34) Jesus is also the Righteous One. Tempted in every respect, He never sinned. 
(Hebrews 4:15) He loved God with all His heart, soul, mind, and strength, and His neighbor as 
Himself. He obeyed God, and He gave His life for His people. Through the Prophet Isaiah, God said of 
Him, “He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my righteous 
servant justify many; for he shall bear their iniquities.” (Isaiah 53:11) As the only perfectly righteous 
man, He is the only one suited to judge man. Through the prophet Jeremiah, God said of Him: 
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Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will raise unto David a righteous Branch, 
and a King shall reign and prosper, and shall execute judgment and justice in the earth. In 
his days Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell safely: and this is his name whereby 
he shall be called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. (Jeremiah 23:5, 6) 

Isaiah prophesied the same. (Isaiah 11:1-5) Saint Stephen, in His address to the Sanhedrin, said that the 
prophets told of the coming of the Righteous One. (Acts 7:52; cf. Acts 22:14) Jesus is the Holy One 
whom God set apart as the anointed king of Israel, but He is also the Holy One who is devoted to God, 
and who obeys His commands. So, David wrote of Him in the Psalms, “For thou wilt not leave my soul 
in hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption.” (Psalm 16:10) This holy and 
righteous man the Jews repudiated, and they demanded that the Roman governor execute Him on a 
charge of sedition. At the same time, they demanded that the governor release to them Barabbas, a 
notorious criminal in prison on a charge of sedition. 
 Furthermore, Jesus is the Prince of life. He is the creator of all things, and He gives life to all 
things. As Saint John says, “All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made 
that was made. In him was life; and the life was the light of men.” (John 1:3, 4) What is more, Jesus did 
not wish to take life, but to give it. When a village of the Samaritans would not receive Jesus, Saint 
James and Saint John asked Him if He wished for them, like Elijah, to call down fire from heaven to 
destroy them. Jesus rebuked them, and said to them, “Ye know not what manner of spirit ye are of. For 
the Son of man is not come to destroy men's lives, but to save them.” (Luke 9:55, 56) He told His 
disciples, “I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.” (John 
10:10) This Prince of Life the Jews rejected, and they insisted that Pilate put Him to death. At the same 
time, they insisted that he set at liberty Barabbas, a known murderer. Such were the perverse sentiments 
of the enemies of Jesus. 
 The Jews condemned a righteous man; they put to death the author of life. It was all upside 
down, but God would turn everything right side up. He vindicated Jesus and raised Him from the dead. 
Because of Jesus’s great humility in trusting God and serving man, God highly exalted Him and gave 
Him a name which is above every name, and it was in His name that Saint Peter healed the lame man. 
Saint Peter said to the crowd before him: 

And now, brethren, I wot that through ignorance ye did it, as did also your rulers. But 
those things, which God before had shewed by the mouth of all his prophets, that Christ 
should suffer, he hath so fulfilled. Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins 
may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the 
Lord; And he shall send Jesus Christ, which before was preached unto you: Whom the 
heaven must receive until the times of restitution of all things, which God hath spoken by 
the mouth of all his holy prophets since the world began. (Acts 3:17-21) 

The apostle acknowledged that the people, and their rulers, did not know what they were doing when 
they killed Christ. They studied the Scriptures, but, because of their unbelief, they did not understand 
them. It was though their ignorance and unbelief that God fulfilled all that He foretold by the prophets. 
Had they understood who Christ was, they would not have killed Him. (Acts 13:27-29) As Saint Paul 
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wrote to the Corinthians, “None of the princes of this world knew: for had they known it, they would 
not have crucified the Lord of glory.” (1 Corinthians 2:8) Paul himself had been one of them. He told 
Saint Timothy, “I obtained mercy, because I did it ignorantly in unbelief.” (1 Timothy 1:13) So, Jesus, 
as He hung on the cross, prayed for them, “Father, forgive them; for they know not what they 
do.” (Luke 23:34) Their ignorance did not excuse them, however; they were responsible for the murder 
of Jesus. If they would repent, however, and turn to God then God would forgive their sins, as Jesus 
prayed. If they would repent, they would have the refreshment of absolution, and relief from the burden 
of sin. Before the death of Christ, God overlooked the sins of the people, but there was no atonement 
for them. (Romans 3:25; Hebrews 10:4) The Law of Moses could not justify them, but Jesus can. (Acts 
13:39) As Jesus once said, “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest.” (Matthew 11:28) 
 There was another reason for the Jews to repent. If they, as a people, will repent of their 
rejection of Jesus, then God will send Jesus back to this world. After Jesus denounced the Jews for their 
unbelief, He said, “Ye shall not see me henceforth, till ye shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in the 
name of the Lord.” (Matthew 23:39) As Saint Paul wrote tot he Romans, “Blindness in part is happened 
to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in.” (Romans 11:25) Jesus, after God raised Him 
from the dead, ascended into heaven and is now seated at the right hand of the Father, and there He will 
remain until everything had been restored, just as the prophets said. God promised David and Israel a 
king to rule the world in righteousness, and Jesus is that king. He must reign in heaven through His 
body, the Church, until He has subdue all His enemies, “For,” Saint Paul says, “He must reign, till he 
hath put all enemies under his feet.” (1 Corinthians 15:25) The nations will be discipled, and the world 
will be at peace. As Isaiah the prophet said, “And they shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy 
mountain: the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea.” (Isaiah 
11:9) When all has been restored, then Christ will return, and He will raise the dead, thereby defeating 
that last enemy, death. Then He will sit on the seat of judgment, and He will judge every man according 
to what He has done, whether it be good or bad. (2 Corinthians 5:10) Those who have done good will 
have life. Those who have done evil will have a second death, that is to say, they will be damned. God 
in Christ forgives the sins of those who repent and believe in Jesus, and He exacts justice from those 
who do not repent. In this way, the Lord Jesus will make all things right. 
 Let us thank God that He sent His Son into the world, so that we might have forgiveness of sins. 
Let us thank God that He raised Jesus from the dead, so that He might reign forever. Let us thank God 
for the Lord Jesus, who is our righteous king, and who is putting all things right. 

Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honor, and power, and might, be unto out God 
for ever and ever. Amen.


