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Why is it that people do not naturally reflect upon the fact that Christ has been raised from the 
dead?  Why is it that people do not think about Christ more?  If the truth be known, every man’s 
life is affected by the life of our Lord Jesus Christ; His birth, His death, and His resurrection, 
more than the life of any other man.  I believe that people do not consider these things more 
carefully because they are sinners by nature; they are spiritually blind and they cannot see this 
truth.  Sometimes, because they are such great sinners, God even hides these things from them.  
Jesus prayed at one point in Matthew chapter 11 – “I thank you Father, Lord of heaven and 
earth, that you have hidden these things from the wise and the prudent, and you have revealed 
them to babes.”  But here in this passage, Christ’s resurrection was even hidden from His closest 
disciples for a time, not because of their sin, but because of His purpose; to draw forth their love 
for Him.   
       We can see from this passage that even in the heart and mind of a believer, the importance 
and significance of Christ’s resurrection is something that must be revealed to them;  otherwise 
only earthly concerns are paid attention to.  This is evident from the reactions of these disciples, 
on that morning when Christ was raised from the dead.  If the disciples on that day were not 
really expecting that He would be raised from the dead, then why should we think that people 
will be considering it today?  The truth is, that Christ’s resurrection was a revealing to all of the 
disciples that day; even the most faithful and believing among them.  And the importance and 
significance of Christ’s revealing Himself to each one of us, only comes by means of Christ’s 
opening our eyes to it.  Therefore, how great and how good a thing it is to preach and to 
proclaim; not only Christ and Him crucified, but Christ and His resurrection from the dead.  For 
this is the basis of our faith, our hope, and our love to Him; in living our Christian lives, not to 
ourselves, but to Him.  We are wise and enlightened Christians only by the power of God.  At this 
hour I would like us to focus on Christ revealing Himself as risen from the dead, to Mary 
Magdalene, and Peter and John.  What can be learned from their experiences on that morning, 
that we can apply to our hearts and our lives? 
Well, 1st of all – Let’s look at Mary’s experience of not understanding that Christ 
was risen. 
       “Now the first day of the week Mary Magdalene went to the tomb early, while it was still 
dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb.”  We find Mary, in this 
account, coming to the tomb apparently alone, and in the dark.  In Mark’s gospel it says that 
Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome came, “very early in the morning, on 
the first day of the week, to the tomb, when the sun was risen.”  In Matthew’s gospel it says – 
“Now after the Sabbath, as the first day of the week began to dawn, Mary Magdalene and the 
other Mary came to see the tomb.”  “And behold there was a great earthquake for an angel of the 
Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone from the door, and sat on it.”  
“His countenance was like lightning, and his clothing as white as snow.”  “The guards shook for 
fear of him, and became like dead men.”  “But the angel answered and said to the women, ‘Do 
not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified.”  “He is not here; for He is risen, 
as He said.”  “Come and see the place where the Lord lay.”  “And go quickly and tell His disciples 
that He is risen from the dead., and indeed He is going before you into Galilee; there you will see 
Him.”  “Behold, I have told you.”   “So they departed quickly from the tomb with fear and great 
joy, and ran to bring His disciples word.  “And as they went to tell His disciples, behold, Jesus 
met them, saying, Rejoice!”  “And they came and held Him by the feet and worshiped Him.”  
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      Now, it is hard at first glance to reconcile these other accounts with the one that we are now 
studying in John 20.  In this account, Mary appears to have come alone, and in the dark.  In the 
other accounts she is apparently with others, and apparently she sees the angels with others.  
And yet in Mark’s account it says that “When the Lord rose early on the first day of the week, He 
appeared first to Mary Magdalene, out of whom He had cast seven demons.”  How can we put 
these things together?  I think that the key to understanding it, is in seeing that there is a short 
break in the time between Mary’s first coming to the tomb, and the other women coming to the 
tomb.  The angels that the other women saw, when they came to the tomb after Mary, were not 
seen by her in her first coming to the tomb.  I think that perhaps Mary had intended to start out 
together with the other Mary and the other women mentioned in the other accounts, but she 
must have run on ahead of them to see what the garden tomb looked like, and if anything had 
been disturbed.  Perhaps they were in the process of gathering up the spices to bring to Him.  
Perhaps she was sent in advance of them, and I think that it is entirely possible that she arrived 
at the tomb a half an hour’s time earlier than they did.  Perhaps she had been sent to see if it 
would be possible to have the soldiers roll away the stone so that they could get into the tomb to 
anoint his body with spices, as this group of women was wanting to do.   
       Anyway, when she got there, it was still dark, our text says, and she saw that the stone had 
already been moved away by that mighty angel.  When he did this, the guards who had been 
guarding the tomb, having been frightened  by the earthquake and now seeing this mighty angel 
come down and roll away the stone, were scared away for a time.  Some of them probably 
immediately fled back to the city to tell the chief priests all the things that had happened.  And 
others who may have been frightened, probably fled a short distance away from the tomb with a 
view to coming back when they thought they could.   They did not talk to Mary, or Mary to them.   
And so, when Mary arrived, I think that she was alone at the scene.  The angel who had rolled 
away the stone did not reveal himself to her, and the other angels with him did not reveal 
themselves to her yet.  She saw that the stone had been rolled away and she must have briefly 
looked into the tomb; and not seeing Jesus’ body, she wrongly concluded that someone had 
moved it.   And she immediately turned and ran for Simon Peter’s house to tell him and John.   
       She probably did not see the other women who were almost at the tomb now that the sun 
was beginning to dawn.  When these other ladies got to the tomb, the sun was risen, it says in 
Mark 16: 2.  And they said to themselves – “Who will roll away the stone for us?  And as they 
rounded the bend or came upon the tomb, that mighty angel who had previously rolled away the 
stone was now sitting on it.  Some of the guards, who by this time had returned to the tomb, also 
saw the angel and they shook for fear of him, and became like dead men.  Then the angel told the 
women not to be afraid, and so they advanced to look into the tomb.  Mark 16: 5 says: “When 
they entered the tomb, they saw a young man clothed in a long white robe (an angel) sitting on 
the right side; and they were alarmed.”  “But he said to them, ‘Do not be alarmed.”  “You seek 
Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified.”  “He is risen!”  “He is not here.”  “See the place where 
they laid Him.”  “But go and tell His disciples – and Peter – that He is going before you into 
Galilee; there you will see Him, as He said to you.”  “And they went out quickly and fled from the 
tomb, for they trembled and were amazed.”  “And they said nothing to anyone, for they were 
afraid.”   So, you see, that this group of women were not to be the first persons to see the risen 
Lord.  Mary was going to be the one to whom Christ would first appear.  But it is possible that 
Salome and Mary the mother of James who had had this experience of seeing the angels, which 
Mary did not, also then showed up at Peter’s house just a short time after she did.  This would 
confirm the facts in Luke’s gospel.   
       For in Luke’s gospel it says in verse 10 of chapter 24 that it was Mary Magdalen, Joanna, 
Mary the mother of James and the other women with them who came and told these things to 
the apostles.  And this was after the two men (the angels) shared with them the fact that Jesus 
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was risen.  It was at this time, it says in Luke 24: 12, that Peter “arose and ran to the tomb and 
saw the linen cloths lying by themselves; and he departed, marveling to himself at what had 
happened.”  How could Mary have heard the words of these angels when John’s account says 
that she was by herself and saw no angel initially?  I think that it is possible that Mary did come 
to the tomb alone, even as John says, just a little earlier; and seeing the empty tomb she 
immediately ran to Peter’s house to tell him, after she realized that Jesus’ body was not there.  
But John’s gospel does not says that she herself saw any angel at that point.  It appears that she 
left the tomb to run to Peter’s house just slightly before the appearance of the two angels to Mary 
the mother of James and Joanna and the other women with them.  They saw the angels, they 
heard the good tidings of Christ’s resurrection, and some of them also came back to tell the 
apostles.  But no one had actually seen the risen Lord as of yet.  There must have been another 
group of women who did not go to tell the apostles, but who also heard the report of the angels, 
went back on the road to Jerusalem, and it was there that they met the risen Christ, it says in 
Matthew 29: 9.   But their meeting Him could not have taken place before He appeared to Mary 
Magdalene.   
       So, I hope that you can see from this, that Mary could not have possibly seen the angel roll 
away the stone or any of these events relating to the guards that I mentioned before.  If she had 
seen the frightened guards she would have mentioned them later to Peter and John.  She had 
not seen the angels that the other ladies saw.  Once she had seen that the stone was rolled away 
and the tomb empty, she immediately went to where Peter and John’s house where she told 
them what she saw – an empty tomb; and she suspected that that “they”, that is the chief priests 
and the elders, had given orders to move His body.  The other ladies that followed her to Peter’s 
house, told him and John of the angel’s message to them, and they did not believe it, as it says in 
Luke 24: 10 and 11. Their report was a great concern to Mary, because she had not seen the 
angels, and so she could not believe it, without further confirmation.  When she first arrived at 
Peter’s house she was probably saying – How can I and the other ladies honor His dear remains 
with spices; how can He have a decent burial when they have removed His body?  Who knows 
what they might have done with His body, she was probably saying to them.   And now, right on 
the heels of her report, comes the report of these other ladies that He was risen!  But no one of 
them had yet seen Him themselves.  So she and Peter and John ran to the tomb.   
       Now, it is important that we see that Mary’s experience at this point is like the experience of 
many Christian people who want to honor the Lord, but in their everyday experience they do not 
remember His promise; and they do not seem to understand that His purpose is for them to 
believe even when they cannot see what it is that He is doing; and so they look at life through the 
eyes of their own earthly reasoning, and they even fall into many fears that they need not fall 
into.  Mary did not understand that Jesus had risen from the dead yet.  Mary had had seven 
demons cast out of her.  She truly loved the Lord for all that He had done for her.  She most 
surely was a saved person.  She wanted to do everything that she could to honor Him with her 
life and actions.  This is why she had come to the tomb early, before any of the other disciples.  
But she did not understand that He was already risen from the dead.  That thought had not 
crossed her mind until she heard the report of the others who had followed her to Peter’s house.  
And now she was having a very hard time believing them.     
       And you can see why this was, for this was the case with all of Christ’s close disciples and 
apostles, because we read something very significant in Luke 18: 31-34 – “Then He took the 
twelve aside and said to them, ‘Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem, and all things that are 
written by the prophets concerning the Son of man will be accomplished.”  “For He will be 
delivered to the Gentiles and will be mocked and insulted and spit upon.”  “And they will scourge 
Him and put Him to death.”  “And the third day He will rise again.”  Verse 34 says – “But they 
understood none of these things; this saying was hidden from them, and they did not know the 
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things which were spoken.”  I hope that you will understand this morning that there are many 
powerful and profound things which the Lord Jesus is doing in the world today because He is 
alive!  He is indeed risen from the dead, and He has all power and authority in heaven and earth.  
But sometimes we forget this.  There are times that that we simply do not understand what 
Christ is doing now.  He does many things in secret, or He may hide them from us now.  But we 
will eventually understand, and we will see the effects of them later.  We may not understand 
them right away, but let us have the faith that we will understand them in His good time.   
       But, to go on, I think that we can rightly conclude that it was not until a little later that 
certain other  women, the women who had followed Jesus from Galilee (as it says in Luke 23: 
55) came to the tomb.  It is not as though they had not communicated their desire to meet up 
with Mary and the other women that I have mentioned before.  But the timing was not exactly 
coordinated between them.  When they came to the tomb, they beheld the two men (angels) who 
stood before them in shining garments. (Luke 24: 4)   And in Luke 24: 5-8 it says – “They were 
afraid and bowed their faces to the earth, and the angels said to them, ‘Why do you seek the 
living among the dead?”  “He is not here, but is risen!”  “Remember how He spoke to you when 
He was still in Galilee, saying, ‘The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, 
and be crucified, and the third day rise again.”  “And they remembered His words.”  They had 
not seen the risen Christ yet, but now they were reminded.  And in Matthew 28: 8 it says – “So 
they departed quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to bring His disciples 
word.”  “And as they went to tell His disciples, behold, Jesus met them, saying, ‘Rejoice!”  “And 
they came and held Him by the feet and worshiped Him.”  This was actually not very long after 
the time in the garden when Jesus had revealed Himself to Mary.  For the Lord appeared to 
Mary Magdalene first as it says in Mark 16: 9.  But I will speak more of that revealing in the 3rd 
point.  Let us see now –  
2nd – Peter and John’s experience of coming to understand that Christ was risen. 
       Verse 2 says: “Then Mary ran and came to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, whom 
Jesus loved, and said to them, ‘They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not 
know where they have laid Him.”  “Peter therefore went out, and the other disciple, and were 
going to the tomb.” “So they both ran together, and the other disciple outran Peter and came to 
the tomb first.”  “And he, stooping down and looking in, saw the linen cloths lying there; yet he 
did not go in.”  “Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb; and he saw the 
linen cloths lying there, and the handkerchief that had been around His head, not lying with the 
linen cloths, but folded together in a place by itself.”  “Then the other disciple, who came to the 
tomb first, went in also; and he saw and believed.”  “For as yet they did not know the Scripture, 
that He must rise again from the dead.”  “Then the disciples went away again to their own 
homes.” 
       Once again we see a hiding and a revealing.  The closest apostles to our Lord, Peter and 
John, were not expecting Jesus to rise from the dead!  They did not yet know the Scripture, it 
says, that He must rise again from the dead.  This was a truth, the meaning of which had been 
hidden from them.  Even though it had been told to them, they did not understand it in the 
outworking and fulfillment of Jesus’ prophecy concerning Himself.  Even though they were the 
closest of His friends, and even His apostles, they did not understand it.  This was because the 
Lord had hidden it from them, for a time.  He would have His resurrection from the dead be a 
revelation to them.  Let me apply this truth to each one who sits here today.  There may be many 
Christians, some of the Lord’s dear people, who do not “know” the meaning of a particular 
Scripture because it has not yet been revealed to them by the Lord.  Let us be patient with them.  
Let us help them if we can.  Let us remember that it is only the Lord who can open their eyes to 
the particulars of Biblical truth.   
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       It may be that through an appeal to the evidences of this very passage that a person who 
does not see may come to see.  Notice how eager Peter and John were to know the truth about 
what had happened to the body of Jesus.  They ran together and John outran Peter to the tomb.  
Believers ought to run to outdo each other in relation to finding evidence for Jesus’ resurrection.  
John outran Peter to the tomb.  He stooped down and looking in, he saw the linen cloths lying 
there; yet he did not go in.  He deferred to Peter in this regard.  He would let him be the first one 
into the tomb.  Let us learn to think of one another, and how, in our running the race to know 
more about Christ, that we will defer to one another, so that the other brother might know and 
see for themselves the truth of a matter.   
       Simon Peter went into the tomb; and he saw the linen cloths lying there, and the 
handkerchief that had been around His head, not lying with the linen cloths, but folded together 
in a place by itself.  Then John came in also, and he saw and he believed.  This was Christ’s 
revealing Himself to John by evidence.  John did not have to see Jesus to believe.  He saw the 
evidence of Christ’s rising in the tomb.  He could see that it was Christ alone who would have 
folded these linen clothes in an orderly way and the folded handkerchief in a place by itself.  This 
was the substance of things hoped for, and the evidence of things unseen.  Peter, it says in Luke 
24: 12 – “arose and ran to the tomb; and stooping down, he saw the linen cloths lying by 
themselves; and he departed, marveling to himself at what had happened.”  In other words, he 
too believed.  It must have not been too long after this that Jesus revealed Himself to Peter as it 
is recorded in 1st Corinthians 15: 5 – “He was seen by Cephas, and then by the twelve.”  A private 
meeting with Peter, I take it.  And it was much needed, for there were sins which Peter needed to 
confess to Jesus, and they could speak freely with each other in private about the reasons why 
this happened; why Peter denied his Lord three times.  Let us see that our Lord did not shun 
Peter when he denied him in that awful moment of his sinful weakness, when he fell prey to 
Satan’s temptations.  Jesus sought him out personally and privately to have dealings with him.  
Let us glory in the fact that our Lord knows us perfectly and it will be by His love and mercy that 
we will be forgiven and restored from our worst sins as we confess them to Him.   
Now 3rd – Let us rejoice together at Mary’s experience of Christ revealed to her.   
       Verse 11 says – “But Mary stood outside by the tomb weeping, and as she wept she stooped 
down and looked into the tomb.”  “And she saw two angels in white sitting, one at the head and 
the other at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain.”  “Then they said to her, ‘Woman, why are 
you weeping?”  “She said to them, ‘Because they  have taken away my Lord, and I do not know 
where they have laid Him.”  “Now when she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus 
standing there, and did not know that it was Jesus.”  “Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, why are you 
weeping?”  “Whom are you seeking?”  “She, supposing Him to be the gardener, said to Him, ‘Sir, 
if You have carried Him away, tell me where You have laid Him, and I will take Him away.”  
Truly this is the most beautiful scene in all of Christ’s revealings; His concealing His identity for 
a few moments so that He would draw this answer from her.  “If you have carried Him away, tell 
me where You have laid Him, and I will take Him away.”  Mary, are you that strong, that you 
could carry your Lord away all by yourself?  Mary may not have been that big a woman, but her 
love for Christ, and for what He had done for her, and all that He meant to her, would bring her 
the strength that she needed to do it.  She would do it, given the opportunity.  Love is as strong 
as death.  She had set Him as seal upon her heart, and she would not fail to find Him; even His 
dead body.   
       You see, this is the place where the Lord would bring you as well, dear believer; to the place 
where your love for Him really shines forth.  He has come to the garden of your heart.   He may 
seem to hide Himself from you for a time.  But if you love Him as Mary loved Him, you will do 
anything that you have to, to find Him and show Him your love for all that He has done for you.  
Jesus was looking for a spiritually heroic love that day, from Mary, and He found it.  Mary 
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Magdalene had had seven devils cast out of her.  She believed that she could carry Christ’s dead 
body off the field of battle.  He had died for sinners like her.  She would do all that she could for 
Him.  This woman who once had been possessed by seven devils, had now become stronger than 
she had ever been, in that hour.  There was a reason that Jesus appeared to Mary first.  She had 
been forgiven much and therefore she loved much.  And Jesus was going to reward that love.  
She was the fairest among women in her love for Christ that morning.   Jesus could have been 
thinking of Song of Solomon 6: 1 at that moment – “Where has your beloved gone, O fairest 
among women?”  “Where has your beloved gone, that we may seek him with You?’  “My beloved 
has gone down to his garden, to the beds of spices, to feed his flock in the gardens, and to gather 
lilies.”  “I am my beloved’s, and my beloved is mine.”  “He feeds his flock among the lilies.”  “O 
my love, you are as beautiful as Tirzah, lovely as Jerusalem, awesome as an army with banners!”  
“Turn your eyes away from me, for they have overcome me.”   
       But Jesus simply said to her, “Mary!”  In that one word, in just saying her name, there was 
the glory of His revealing  Himself to her as alive from the dead.  There was that immediate flash 
of recognition, and she turned and embraced Him and said – “Rabboni!”  What joy filled her 
heart!  Jesus was no longer lost to her in death, but He was alive in resurrection!  But we should 
see, that this was Christ’s revealing, not only of His spiritual love for Mary, but a revealing of His 
future relationship with her, and with all believers.  For He says – “Do not cling to Me Mary, for 
I have not yet ascended to My Father; but go to My brethren and say to them, ‘I am ascending to 
My Father and your Father, and to My God and your God.”  Why did Jesus say this to her: “Do 
not cling to Me?”  He would let the other women cling to His feet in worship in just a little while.   
But this was different.  He needed to show her that the personal relationship, which she had 
with Him, was in transition.  In just a few weeks would come His earthly farewell to all of His 
disciples, and His ascension to heaven; for He would ascend to heaven to sit at the right hand of 
the Majesty on high.  Jesus, out of His great love for her, would acclimate her to this new eternal 
reality.  He was ascending to the highest place in heaven, and over all the earth.  And she could 
only cling to Him there, by faith; by spiritually embracing Him and holding Him fast in her  
heart.   
       I believe that when He said these things, a warm smile lit up on His face; when He asked her 
to go to His brethren and say – “I am ascending to My Father and your Father, and to My God 
and your God.  He was saying – Mary, you must learn to draw near to Me in faith in that time 
when you cannot see Me, nor touch Me.  If you learn this, even from this point in time where you 
have literally held Me in your embrace, you will find that spiritually you are holding Me in your 
heart,  and you will not need to let me go.  Is this not a good word for us today, who have never 
seen Jesus with our literal eyes, nor touched Him, nor handled Him in the way that Apostles did 
after his resurrection?  But our embrace is sure, by faith, and therefore let us rejoice every day 
that Christ is ours, and we are His brethren.  Let us rejoice that we shall someday see Him face 
to face and be made like Him in righteousness and holiness when we do.   
 

 
 

 


