
 WORSHIPING ON THE LORD’S DAY 
April 17, 2016 

 
Worship, as God intended, is a supernatural event. As we enter 
into this service of worship, we cross the threshold of the secular 
to the sacred, from the common to the uncommon, from the 
profane to the holy. Prepare yourself therefore for this most 
holy convocation! 

Prelude 
Worship Theme God is Judge 
 

Psalm 50:1-6: “The Mighty One, God, the Lord, has spoken, 
and summoned the earth from the rising of the sun to its 
setting.  Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God has shone 
forth.  May our God come and not keep silence; fire devours 
before Him, and it is very tempestuous around Him.  He 
summons the heavens above, and the earth, to judge His 
people: ‘Gather My godly ones to Me, those who have made a 
covenant with Me by sacrifice.’  And the heavens declare His 
righteousness, for God Himself is judge. [Selah].” 

 
God Calls us to Worship Before the Cross Ps. 98:4 
+We Adore Him 

  Hymn #69, “Thy God Reigneth!” 
 

   We Confess Our Sin 
 

 Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Maker of 
all things, Judge of all men; we acknowledge and confess our 
many sins, which we have committed by thought, word, and 
deed, against Your divine majesty.  We do earnestly repent, 
and are heartily sorry for these our wrongs.  The 
remembrance of them is grievous to us.  Have mercy upon 
us; have mercy upon us, most merciful Father.  For Your 
Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, forgive us all that is past, 
and grant that we may ever hereafter, serve and please You 
in newness of life, to the honor and glory of Your name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

 We Thank Him For His Forgiveness 
  Hymn #76, “Praise, My Soul”                                 From Psalm 103 

 
God Calls us to Worship Thru Dedication Mal. 3:17-18 
 We Give Him Our Offering & Concerns 

 

 We Give Him Ourselves 
  Hymn #573, “Am I A Soldier Of The Cross” 
 
God Calls us to Worship Thru Fellowship Is. 40:8 
 We Read His Word 
 
 Sermon 
 
  *We Partake Of The Lord’s Supper 
  Hymn #294, “The Golden Gates Are Lifted Up” 
 
God Blesses us in the Benediction 
Welcome and Announcements 
Postlude 
(Containers have been placed at the front for communion cups and small trash) 

+You are invited to raise your hands during the prayer of adoration. 
*Visitors, please see note below on the Lord’s Supper.  



    

Robert Reymond, “The Scriptures make it 
clear that, though it is spiritual and mystical, 
this non-material union with Christ is as real 
as though there were in fact a literal 
umbilical cord uniting them, reaching all the 
way from Christ in heaven to the believer on 
earth.” (seminary class syllabus) 
 

Sinclair Ferguson put it this way, 
“Commandments are the railroad tracks 
on which the life empowered by the love 
of God poured into the heart by the Holy 
Spirit runs.  Love empowers the engine; 
law [the word of God] guides the 
direction.  They are mutually 
interdependent.  The notion that love can 
operate apart from law is a figment of the 
imagination.  It’s not only bad theology; 
it’s poor psychology.” (The Whole 
Christ, pp. 168–169) 

Excellence in the Ministry, Review 
1 Thessalonians 4:1-12 

Study Notes for April 17, 2016 
I. Introduction 
 
II. Excellence in the Ministry, 1 Thes. 4:1-12. 
 A. As it Relates to God: Devotion, vv. 1-8. 
  1. The Foundation Upon Which Devotion Rests, vv. 1-2. 
   a. Salvation, v. 1a. 

 
 
*Point: As we examine this text we begin with the understanding that everything Paul is going to exhort can 
only come AFTER we have been saved! Truly, Paul is NOT talking to the Thessalonians in hopes of getting 
them saved.  RATHER, he is talking to them as “brothers” in Christ and so one’s who have been redeemed 
by the blood of the Lamb! It is because of this glorious reality that Paul exhorts them unto greater devotion 
to the Lord! With this, notice a second Foundational Pillar upon which Excellence in our Service rests… 

 
   b. Union with Christ, v. 1b. 
 
 

*Point: And so Paul’s call to greater devotion to the Lord is 
based NOT ONLY (1) upon the grace of God given us in 
Christ (Salvation), BUT ALSO (2) on the reality of Christ’s 
presence in each and every one of our lives (Union with 
Christ)! With that, notice a third Foundational Pillar upon which Excellence in our Service rests… 

 
   c. Submission to God’s Word, vv. 1c-2. 

 1. It Involved Knowing God’s Word, vv. 1c, 2a, 3a, 6c- notice… 
 
 
*Point: This was a large part of the Thessalonians’ walk! As such in this section where Paul is going to 
exhort this body unto greater excellence, he begins with this obvious yet important reminder and 
exhortation: You know the word; you love the word; well… here is God’s word; follow it! Secondly… 
 

 2. It Involved Appraising God’s Word Accurately, v. 2b. 
 
 

*Point: Accordingly, when we read this book we are NOT reading the word or opinion of man, BUT 
the will/directives of nothing less than God Himself!!! The Thessalonians understood this and it 
changed their life! Notice thirdly… 

 
 3. It Involved Understanding the Aim of God’s Word, v. 1d. 

 
 -walking with God 
 
 -pleasing God 

 
 

*Point: So whether you use the expression “walked with God” 
or its counterpart, “pleasing God,” that which is being 
communicated here is the same: a deep and abiding 
relationship with the Lord! That is a third element to the 
Thessalonians’ Submission to God’s word.  Notice the fourth element… 
 

 4. It Involved Indulging in the Word of God unto their Spiritual Growth in Grace, v. 1e. 
 
 

*Point: The Thessalonians truly had tasted and seen that the Lord is good! 
 

*Where We Live 
 1. If ever there was a time when the church needed to hear this call, it is now! We live in a society obsessed 

with sex! And godly people- God’s People- are diving headlong into this sin! So what is God’s answer to 
moral compromise (or any sin for that matter)? Is there any way to have victory over the sin of pornography? 
Indeed there is! In fact, Paul here gives it to us with The Foundation he established in the text before us. 

   2. Once again, let’s consider it in relation to sexual immorality- for that is its focus and intended application 
here (though this applies to any struggle with sin)  Attacking the Sin of Immorality… 



    
    a. It begins with the first Foundational Pillar: Being saved and so living in light of that salvation (v. 1a). 
 

*Point: Moral impurity is a fast track to feeling dirty, reprehensible, and so guilty before God.  It is easy 
at these times to think that that is how God must view us as well.  This thought alone is enough to lead 
a person to indulge in the sin thinking that God already must be disgusted with them. 
 Christian, do you understand that in Christ there is “no condemnation” (Rom. 8:1)? Do you 
understand therefore at all times you are beautiful in God’s eyes (that is the implication of Salvation)?  
Moral impurity makes us hate ourselves… yet the gospel lifts that burden! And so the bottom line when 
it comes to this sin or any sin is: As the beloved of God, do you really want to spend your salvation 
indulging in the filthiness of this sin? 

 
    b. The second Foundational Pillar is: Understanding and so enjoying Union with Christ (v. 1b). 
 

*Point: Victory over moral impurity is incredibly difficult! Like “a dog that returns to its vomit” (Prov. 
26:11), so many a Christian has returned to this sin again and again- and that after vowing never to do it 
again! Now how long will the Christian endure this cycle before he concludes that the struggle is futile? 
He will never have victory! His is the call to the ordinary! 
 Union with Christ says, “Away with such thinking! Christ presence in our lives means that no 
matter how many times we’ve fallen, we still can rise (Prov. 24:16)! His resources are always available 
to us (2 Pet. 1:3)!” And so we need never be defeated by a sin… no matter how many times we’ve 
fallen into this or any other sin! 

 
    c. The third Foundational Pillar: Submitting to God’s Word as our guide, rule book, encouragement, 

inspiration, and more in our Fellowship with Christ (v. 2). 
 
     *Point: There is no question that sin is quite enticing (Prov. 7:13-21).  Indeed, sin- in our context this 

morning, sexual sin- is quite enticing (cf. Heb. 11:25)! So what is there in the Kingdom of God that can 
compete with this sin? The Person of Christ Himself! 

      Truly it is this- our walk with God, growth in grace, maturation, peace, and joy- that is up for grabs 
when we indulge in sexual impurity- NOT our salvation… NOT our right standing with God… BUT 
the depth of our walk with Christ (or the potentiality of that depth)! Accordingly, fighting the battle of 
purity requires faith/trust in God’s word… Faith that if you say no to your flesh, your walk with God 
will be better! Faith that if you give up on fulfilling your lust, you will have a deeper and richer desire 
for the Lord! Faith that if you say no to this sin, tomorrow you will be more fit for heaven! 

 
   5. I again want to close by reading a couple of snippets from John Piper’s Future Grace on lust and faith.  What 

he says corresponds beautifully with what we have seen in 1 Thes. 4:1-2… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All sermons preached at Bethel are available on-line.  Listen to or watch this or any sermon at http://bethelpresbyterian.sermonaudio.com. 

“In the fall of 1982, Leadership magazine carried an 
unsigned article by a pastor who confessed to years of 
bondage to pornography of the grossest kind.  He tells 
the story of what finally released him… The author ran 
across a book by Francois Mauriac, the Catholic French 
novelist, What I Believe.  In it Mauriac admitted how 
the plague of guilt had not freed him from lust.  He 
concludes that there is one powerful reason to seek 
purity, the one Christ gave in the Beatitudes: ‘Blessed 
are the pure in heart, for they shall see God’ (Matthew 
5:8).  It is the ‘precious and magnificent’ promise that 
the pure see God that empowers our escape from lust.  
The lust-bound pastor wrote, ‘The thought hit me like a 
bell rung in a dark, silent hall.  So far, none of the scary, 
negative arguments against lust had succeeded in 
keeping me from it... But here was a description of what 
I was missing by continuing to harbor lust: I was 
limiting my own intimacy with God.  The love He 
offers is so transcendent and possessing that it requires 
our faculties to be purified and cleansed before we can 
possibly contain it.  Could He, in fact, substitute 
another thirst and another hunger for the one I had 
never filled? Would Living Water somehow quench 
lust? That was the gamble of faith.’” (Future Grace, 
Revised Edition, chapter 27, Kindle Edition, emphasis 
mine) 

 

In response to this, Piper wrote, “The challenge 
before us in our fight against lust is not merely to do 
what God says because he is God, but to desire what 
God says because He is glorious.  The challenge is 
not merely to pursue righteousness, but to prefer 
righteousness. ¶ [Toward that end…] The role of 
God’s Word is to feed faith’s appetite for God.  And 
in doing this, it weans my heart away from the 
deceptive taste of lust.  At first, lust begins to trick 
me into feeling that I would really miss out on some 
great satisfaction if I followed the path of purity.  
But then I take up the sword of the Spirit and begin 
to fight.  I read that it is better to gouge out my eye 
than to lust.  I read that if I think about things that 
are pure and lovely and excellent, the peace of God 
will be with me (Philippians 4:8).  I read that setting 
the mind on the flesh brings death, but setting the 
mind on the Spirit brings life and peace (Romans 
8:6).  I read that lust wages war against my soul (1 
Peter 2: 11), and that the pleasures of this life choke 
out the life of the Spirit (Luke 8:14).  But best of all, 
I read that God withholds no good thing from those 
who walk uprightly (Psalm 84:11), and that the pure 
in heart will see God (Matthew 5:8).” (Future 
Grace, Revised Edition, chapter 27, Kindle 
Edition) 


