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The Laodicean Church 

Revelation 3:14-22 
 
INTRO: 
 
 The church in Laodicea is the church with which we least like to be identified. It is the 
church with severe problems. When these letters are applied to the ages of the church, the 
tendency is to call this the apostate church. However, it appears that this church is not entirely 
apostate (i.e. dead). This was a deceived church. It thought itself healthy and prosperous when 
it was sick and dying. 
  I. The Author (v. 14) 

 II. The Problem (v. 15-19) 

III. The Way Back (20-22) 
 
I. The Author (v. 14) 

 

“And to the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write, ‘These things says the 

Amen, the Faithful and True Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God.” 

(Revelation 3:14) 

 

A. As in the other letters to these churches, our Lord Jesus describes Himself before He gets 

to His message for this church. He is the “amen.” The word amen means first so be it. It is 

an affirmation of the truth of the Word given by God. Amen also announces the solemnity 

of the statement made. Jesus used the phrase amen continually in His earthly ministry it is 

translated, “verily,” or “truly.” For example in John 3:2, 

“Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Amen, amen, I say to you, unless one is born 

again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.’”  
 

B. The Lord Jesus is also, “the Faithful and True Witness.” Our Lord has faithfully 

witnessed even unto death to show us who the Father is and what is His purpose in the 

world. He demands from the Laodicean believers and from us only what He Himself was 

willing to do. Nothing He wrote is contrived. It is all real and it is all true. 

 
C. The last descriptive phrase causes some distress for some because they do not 
understand the Greek word. He is “the Beginning of the creation of God.”  The word 
translated in the NKJV as beginning can mean “first,” but it usually means “ruler.” Since 
there are an abundant number of verses that claim and underline the deity of Christ, it is 
evident that He is not claiming to be the first created thing, but the supreme ruler of all 
creation. As the Lord Jesus, to Whom “All authority has been given to Me in heaven 
and on earth.” (Matthew 28:18), He instructs and warns the church of Laodicea. 
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II. The Problem (v. 15-19) 

 
“I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I could wish you were cold 
or hot. So then, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit 
you out of My mouth. Because you say, ‘I am rich, have become wealthy, and 
have need of nothing’—and do not know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, 
blind, and naked—I counsel you to buy from Me gold refined in the fire, that you 
may be rich; and white garments, that you may be clothed, that the shame of 
your nakedness may not be revealed; and anoint your eyes with eye salve, that 
you may see. As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. Therefore be zealous and 
repent.”    (vs.15-19) 

 
A. The problem in the Laodicean church was their lack of real commitment to their Lord and 
His truth.    (vs.15b-16)  

“You are neither cold nor hot. I could wish you were cold or hot. So then, 
because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out of My 
mouth.” 

 
1. Some have thought this letter was dictated to a dead church (i.e. cold). Yet, in verse 
19 our Lord tells them how as many as He loves (i.e. are His children) He rebukes and 
chastens. We are also told in Hebrews 12, the Lord rebukes His sons. We are never 
told He chastens unbelievers. 
 
2. He also says they need to be zealous and repent. It does no good for unbelievers to 
be zealous. 
 
3. If these are believers what did He mean when He said,  

“I will vomit you out of My mouth? ”  
Because believers cannot be lost, He is expressing His extreme displeasure with those 
who do not realize how important their relationship with Christ is. Remember our God 
commands our exclusive and supreme love and loyalty. He reminds them how He will 
chasten and rebuke if they will not change their life direction. 
 

B. Second, this church is self-deceived.    (vs.17-18) 

“Because you say, ‘I am rich, have become wealthy, and have need of nothing’—
and do not know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked—I 
counsel you to buy from Me gold refined in the fire, that you may be rich; and 
white garments, that you may be clothed, that the shame of your nakedness may 
not be revealed; and anoint your eyes with eye salve, that you may see.”  

 
1. The Laodicean church people thought they were more than all right. They believed 
they had spiritual riches because they had temporal ones. How often do people make 
this mistake? 
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2. Our Lord warns them the situation is not how they perceive it. It is not fine, it is 
desperate. They are in severe need spiritually. 

 

III. The Way Back (20-22) 

 
“Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the 
door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me. To him who 
overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat 
down with My Father on His throne. He who has an ear, let him hear what the 
Spirit says to the churches.”    (vs.20-22) 

 
A. Our Lord Jesus calls us to hear Him and let Him back into the center of our lives. The 
pronouns here are singular because the only way the whole church grows spiritually or in 
intimacy with Christ is if each of us makes fellowship with Him a priority in each of our lives. 
Do we do this? 
 
B. There is a great promise to motivate us to spend this time with Christ. As the Lord 
promised before, if we will make this a priority, He will have us rule and reign with Him. 
 
C. Finally, He issues a warning they includes us together with the seven churches. Are we 
listening to what the Spirit of God says to the churches? 


