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!
“LIFE IN THE CHURCH”!!

I. Introduction !
A. I noted in the previous sermon in this series on Hebrews that this letter 

concludes with a series of exhortations about the Christian life.  !
B. In verses 1-6, the exhortations focused upon life in the home.  !
C. In the verses that we are considering tonight, the focus is upon life in the 

church.  !
D. As we work our way through this passage tonight, we will see that it can 

be summed up in three basic exhortations:  remember past leaders; go to 
the true altar; and offer the sacrifice of praise.  !

II. Remember Past Leaders !
A. Our text begins with the exhortation to “Remember your leaders”.  !

1. While the writer has something to say about their present leaders at 
the end of this passage, verse 7 is referring to former leaders who 
were now deceased.  !

2. The phrase “those who spoke to you the word of God” suggests 
that these were the first people to bring the gospel to the Hebrew 
Christians.  !

3. The command to “Consider the outcome of their way of life” 
strongly implies that the lives of these leaders had come to an end.  !

4. They had finished the race that was set before them, and their lives 
could now be reflected upon as examples of persevering faith.  !

B. Before we look at some of the specific things that are said about these 
leaders, I want to point out the significance of the fact that these believers 
are instructed to consider their past leaders.  !
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1. We are living in an age that views past generations as outdated, 
irrelevant, and out of touch.  !

2. Even among Christians, there is a tendency to think that those who 
are on the cutting edge of things have the most to offer.  !

3. That may be the prevailing view, but it is not the view of the Bible.  !
4. Instead, the Scriptures rank faithful perseverance in sound doctrine 

and morality far above qualities like cultural relevance, 
technological savvy, or having a celebrity following.  !

5. Church leaders who faithfully carry out their duties in a local 
congregation over a period of many years may seem pretty bland 
when held up against those who are touted as the ‘next big thing.’  !

6. Of course we can benefit from those who have teaching ministries 
that extend beyond the local church, but we should remember that 
there is one thing that local church leaders can offer that celebrity 
leaders cannot.  !

7. The local leaders can actually be known by the members of their 
congregation.  !

8. This is the thing that the writer is drawing upon in verse 7.  !
C. The first thing that the writer says about these past leaders is that they 

spoke the word of God to these Christians.  !
1. This is the fundamental task of the church’s ministry.  !
2. In one way or another, all of the church’s officers are to see to it that 

the Word of God is being faithfully taught.  !
3. Ministers have the primary responsibility of teaching the Word.  !
4. Ruling elders share with ministers the responsibility of ensuring 

that what is taught is in accord with sound doctrine and that it is 
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producing fruit in the lives of God’s people.  !
5. Deacons have the responsibility of taking care of the other 

necessary tasks in the life of the church so that the elders can focus 
on the ministry of the Word and of rule.  !

6. There is even a broad sense in which all of the members of the 
church share in the responsibility of making sure that the Word is 
faithfully upheld and proclaimed.  !

7. Every church member should test the things that they are taught 
against Scripture and should put biblical teaching into practice in 
their lives.  !

D. The writer also instructs his readers to consider the outcome of these 
leaders’ way of life and to imitate their faith.  !
1. These leaders lived what they taught.  !
2. This is something that should be true of every church leader.  !
3. While none will be perfect, all should strive to walk in accordance 

with God’s Word.  !
4. Their lives should be able to be set forth as prime examples of what 

Christian faithfulness should look like.  !
E. We should note the significance of the fact that the writer tells these 

Christians to imitate the faith of these leaders.  !
1. We might expect him to say, ‘imitate their way of life’, but that is 

not what he says.  !
2. He puts the emphasis upon the faith of these leaders because this 

was what made them Christian leaders.  !
3. Remember, the recipients of this letter were contemplating a return 

back to Judaism, and the ethical system of Judaism was not really 
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any different than that of Christianity.  !
4. In both, the Ten Commandments serve as the summary of God’s 

moral law.  !
5. The fact that the writer puts the emphasis upon the faith of these 

leaders teaches us something very important.  !
6. It tells us that doctrine needs to have priority over morality.  !
7. What I mean by this is that if doctrine is not kept prominent, then 

our sense of what is moral will be determined by human reason 
instead of by God’s truth.  !

8. And this will ultimately result in every person doing what seems 
right in his own eyes, which is exactly what we are seeing happen 
in our culture.  !

9. We must hold firm to the faith that was professed by faithful 
leaders in ages past.  !

10. We should not strive to be original.  !
11. We should not concern ourselves with making the faith relevant 

and attractive to the contemporary world.  !
12. We should imitate the faith of those who have gone before us.  !

F. Verse 8 serves as a bridge between what has just been said about past 
leaders and what will be said in the verses that follow.  !
1. The writer declares that “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and 

today and forever.”  !
2. This is addressing the situation that these Christians were facing 

after the deaths of their former leaders.  !
3. While those leaders were now gone, Jesus remains the same.  !
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4. He never needs to be replaced.  !
5. His help and guidance are always available.  !

III. Go to the True Altar  !
A. We turn now to the second part of our text, where the emphasis is upon 

going to the true altar. !
1. This section begins with a warning not to be led astray by strange 

teachings.  !
2. Whatever these teachings were, they were clearly a departure from 

the faith that these believers had been previously taught.  !
3. Because Christ always remains the same, any teaching that goes 

against the biblical gospel is to be resisted and rejected.  !
4. The church will always have to contend with false teaching.  !
5. The way to guard against it is to hold firm to Christ, who is the 

same yesterday and today and forever.  !
B. This is what the writer is talking about when he says in verse 10 that “We 

have an altar from which those who serve the tent have no right to eat.”  !
1. Our altar is not like the altar that was set up in Israel’s sanctuary, 

the altar upon which animals had to be continually offered up in 
sacrifice.  !

2. The priests had a right to eat a portion of the peace offerings that 
were sacrificed on that altar, but they have no right to eat from our 
altar unless they forsake Jewish rituals.  !

3. Our altar is the death of Christ.  !
4. At the cross, Jesus offered himself up for us once and for all, and 

we partake of the benefits of his death by faith.  !
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5. By faith, we are entitled to eat from this altar.  !
6. This is signified and sealed to us every time we participate in the 

sacrament of the Lord’s Supper.  !
7. By faith our souls really do feed upon Christ.  !

C. In verses 11-14, the writer draws a parallel between the Old Testament sin 
offering and Christ’s death on the cross.  !
1. In the sin offering, the animal that was sacrificed was burned 

outside of the Israelite camp as a symbol of its uncleanness once it 
was put to death to bear the people’s sins.  !

2. In a similar way, Jesus suffered and died outside of the temple and 
outside of the city gates.  !

3. He was put to death in a place of reproach.  !
4. The writer says that trusting in Christ involves sharing in his 

reproach outside the gate.  !
5. In other words, we have to renounce the love of the world and the 

desire for its approval when we come to Christ.  !
6. We have to endure the world’s reproach because of our 

identification with Jesus.  !
7. For the Hebrew Christians, this meant turning their back on the 

temple, the priesthood, and all of the ceremonial laws of Judaism.  !
8. For us, it means being willing to be looked upon as fanatics.  !
9. It may even mean suffering a degree of opposition or persecution.  !
10. This is not easy, but is the only thing that makes sense if we truly 

believe that we have no lasting city in this world.  !
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11. Why should we be concerned with the world’s opinion of us when 
we are seeking the city that has foundations, the city of God, the 
heavenly Jerusalem that will come into this world on the day of 
Christ’s return?  !

IV. Offer the Sacrifice of Praise  !
A. This brings us to the third major exhortation in our passage, the 

exhortation to offer the sacrifice of praise.  !
1. It might seem odd that the writer would use the language of 

sacrifice in a positive sense here.  !
2. After all, his focus throughout the letter has been to show that there 

is no longer any need for sacrifice now that Christ has been offered 
up as the once and for all sacrifice for sin.  !

3. But this does not mean that there is no place for sacrifice in the 
Christian life.  !

4. We have to remember that there were different types of sacrifices in 
Judaism.  !

5. The sacrifices that provided atonement for sin pointed to Christ’s 
sacrifice of himself on the cross.  !

6. Once the true sacrifice for sin was accomplished, the shadows that 
pointed to it were abolished.  !

7. The same thing cannot be said of the other category of Old 
Testament sacrifice.  !

8. The sacrifices that were made to express gratitude to God for his 
goodness and mercy are in a certain sense continued.  !

9. While we no longer slaughter animals in our worship, we do 
respond to God’s grace with praise and thanksgiving.  !
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10. Our text says that we are to do this “continually.”  !
11. Thanksgiving is an extremely important element of the Christian 

life.  !
12. As one commentator puts it, “Grace gives birth to gratitude, and 

little gratitude displayed shows little grace known.” [155]  !
B. In the remainder of the passage, we get a picture of what this sacrifice of 

praise looks like.  !
1. First, it is “the fruit of lips that acknowledge [God’s] name.”  !
2. This is something that we do in worship, but it is also something 

that we should do in all of life.  !
3. We should respond to everything that happens in our lives by 

acknowledging God’s name, trusting in his most wise providence 
and in his promise to cause all things to work together for our 
good. !

4. If you are like me, then this is not always your first impulse.  !
5. It is easy to get frustrated when things do not go the way we would 

like them to go. !
6. But we always need to remind ourselves that no matter how out of 

control things may appear, our Lord is always close at hand.  !
C. Another way we offer sacrifices of praise to God is by doing good to 

others and being generous.  !
1. God is exceedingly good and generous to us, and he wants us to 

emulate him in our relationships with others.  !
2. It is easy for us to get so wrapped up in our own lives that we show 

little concern for the people around us.  !
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3. Every day presents us with numerous opportunities to share our 
resources, our time, our listening ear, our knowledge or skill, our 
kind and encouraging words with other people.  !

4. Strive to do this more and more.  !
5. God tells you right here in this passage that he is pleased with such 

sacrifices.  !
D. While the last three verses of our text may not use the language of 

sacrifice, they are clearly talking about another aspect of how we show our 
gratitude to God. !
1. We need to obey the church’s leaders and submit to them.  !
2. This is one of the greatest weaknesses in the contemporary church.  !
3. So many Christians see church membership and accountability to 

church leaders as unnecessary elements in the life of discipleship.  !
4. But the Bible is very clear in teaching us that Christ does not merely 

rule over his people inwardly in their hearts.  !
5. He also rules over us outwardly through the ministry of those 

whom he appoints to keep watch over our souls.  !
6. Submitting to church leaders is part of how we submit to God.  !

E. Of course, such submission is never to be absolute.  !
1. It is always to be “in the Lord.”  !
2. If church leaders deviate from God’s truth then those under them 

need to obey God rather than men.  !
3. While this sometimes happens, God does provide a safeguard 

against it. !
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4. Notice that the term “leaders” is in the plural in this passage.  !
5. We see the same thing all throughout the New Testament whenever 

elders are mentioned.  !
6. The church is to be governed by a plurality of elders, not just by 

one man.  !
7. Moreover, the elders of one local church are accountable to the 

elders of the other churches in the region and across the nation.  !
8. This provides a safeguard against the abuse of power.  !

F. Our text tells us that church leaders have been assigned the task of 
keeping watch over the souls of the flock under their care, and that they 
will have to give an account for these souls.  !
1. This is a solemn duty, and it needs to be carried out with all due 

diligence.  !
2. Elders need to watch over the congregation in the same way that a 

shepherd watches over his flock of sheep.  !
3. They need to protect the congregation against false teachers who 

might try to devour them.  !
4. They need to make sure that no members wander off, and if they 

do they need to seek after them.  !
5. They need to care for members when they get hurt.  !

G. The serious duties to which the church’s leaders are called also requires a 
serious response on the part of the members of the church.  !
1. The church’s leaders are there for your benefit.  !
2. They are not out to get you or to make your life miserable.  !
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3. Your willing submission to their leadership brings them great joy, 
and this will help them to be even more effective in their ministry 
to you. !

4. Faithful and fruitful church members are a source of great 
encouragement to church leaders.  !

5. But when members of the church refuse to listen to leaders, when 
they are uninvolved, when they show little signs of spiritual 
growth, this is a great burden for the leaders.  !

6. Don’t be a source of groaning to your leaders.  !
7. Discouraged pastors and elders and deacons will be of little help to 

those whom they serve.  !
8. Be a source of joy to your leaders.  !

H. The last thing that we see in this passage is that the writer asks these 
Christians to pray for him and for his companions in ministry.  !
1. How often do you pray for the leaders of this church?  !
2. I hope that you pray for us often, because we need your prayers.  !
3. I am certainly not ashamed to ask you to pray for us, and I am sure 

that the other leaders would agree with me wholeheartedly on that.  !
V. Conclusion !

A. The grace that God pours out upon us in Christ calls for a response on our 
part. !

B. These verses show us what that response should look like when it comes 
to our life in the body of Christ.  !

C. We should ponder and imitate the faith of faithful church leaders.  !
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D. We should faithfully endure whatever reproach the world has toward 
those who belong to Christ.  !

E. And we should continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to our glorious 
God, both in public worship and in our day to day lives.  


