
Applaud my Giving and Living 
Matthew 6:1 Take heed that ye do not your alms 

before men, to be seen of them: otherwise 

ye have no reward of your 

Father which is in heaven. 2 Therefore when thou 

doest thine alms, do not sound a trumpet before thee, as 

the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, 

that they may have glory of men. Verily I say unto 

you, They have their reward. 3 

But when thou doest alms, let not thy left hand know what 

thy right hand doeth: 4 That thine alms may be in secret: 

and thy Father which seeth in secret himself shall 

reward thee openly.  

5 And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the 

hypocrites are: for they love to pray standing 
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in the synagogues and in the corners of the streets, that 

they may be seen of men. Verily I say unto you, 

They have their reward. 6 But 

thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when 

thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in 

secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall 

reward thee openly. 7 But when ye 

pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for 

they think that they shall be heard for their much 

speaking. 8 Be not ye therefore like unto them: for 

your Father knoweth what things ye have need 

of, before ye ask him.  

9 After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which 

art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 10 Thy kingdom 

come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. 11 Give 

us this day our daily bread. 12 And forgive us our debts, as 

we forgive our debtors. 13 And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the 
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power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 14 For if ye forgive 

men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive 

you: 15 But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither 

will your Father forgive your trespasses.  

16 Moreover when ye fast, be not, as the hypocrites, of a 

sad countenance: for they disfigure their faces, that they 

may appear unto men to fast. Verily I say unto 

you, They have their reward. 
17 But thou, when thou fastest, anoint thine head, and 

wash thy face; 18 That thou appear not unto men to fast, 

but unto thy Father which is in secret: and thy Father, which 

seeth in secret, shall reward thee 

openly. 
• The emphasis in the passage is on reward 

• Rewarded either by the Father or by men 

• They were hypocrites, calling attention to themselves in 

public 
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• The word hypocrite was originally an actor, a stage player, 

someone pretending to be who they were not. They wore 

large masks to project who they were in the play. 

Remember even the women’s parts were played by the 

men 

• They were doing spiritual things to be seen of men, 

giving, praying, and fasting 

• The passage here is not about not giving an offering 

envelope with your name on it 

• The passage is not about being extreme in hiding what 

you are doing for the Lord 

• It is however about your motivation in what you do in the 

service of the Lord. It must be for Him! 
"

1. Be careful about your motives when you do right 6:1 

Take heed that ye do not your alms before men, 

to be seen of them: otherwise ye have no reward 

of your Father which is in heaven. 

a. We are to be careful how we live out our faith 

i. It is tempting to call attention to ourselves 
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ii. We are to be careful not to play spiritual games or get 

into competition about how good we are doing 

b. The temptation is to want to be noticed 6:1 Take 

heed that ye do not your alms before men, to 

be seen of them: otherwise ye have no reward of 

your Father which is in heaven. 

c. We will either do things for God to see or to get man’s 

approval 

d. This doesn't refer to being so secretive about your 

giving that no one knows. It is the intention, the 

motivation, not the giving Matthew 5:16 Let your light so 

shine before men, that they may see your good works, 

and glorify your Father which is in heaven.  

e. The point is not calling attention to yourself 2 Therefore 

when thou doest thine alms, do not sound a trumpet 

before thee, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and 

in the streets, that they may have glory of men. 
Verily I say unto you, They have their reward. 

i. Don’t make a show of your giving 
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ii. Don’t do anything thing for God so men will brag on 

you 

iii. Don’t call attention to yourself and your ministry, no 

fanfare 

"
2. Do right because it is right and not to get praise 3 But 

when thou doest alms, let not thy left hand know what thy 

right hand doeth: 4 That thine alms may be in secret: and 

thy Father which seeth in secret himself shall 

reward thee openly. 
a. The left hand not knowing what the right hand is doing 

is a saying that indicates not being showy 

i. It is impossible for one hand not to know what the 

other is doing.  

ii. Neither hand thinks for itself so don’t over play those 

words 

b. The point is to do the ministry in such a way that God 

will get the glory and not you 

c. It is to do the ministry in such a way as to point to 

Jesus and His power rather than get our name in lights 
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d. God will reward you if your giving is for Him and His 

causes 

"
3. Giving lessons to be learned 

a. Biblical giving is giving to God Luke 6:38 Give, and it 

shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, 

and shaken together, and running over, shall men give 

into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye 

mete withal it shall be measured to you again.   

II Corinthians 9:6 But this I say, He which soweth 

sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth 

bountifully shall reap also bountifully.  

i. It is an investment. We give to Him and He gives to 

us 

ii. Our investment determines our return  

iii. God will not take advantage of us 

iv. We will reap according to how we sow 

v. Our giving determines what God gives back to us 

b. Biblical giving is sacrificial II Samuel 24:24 And the king 

said unto Araunah, Nay; but I will surely buy it of thee at 

a price: neither will I offer burnt offerings unto 
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the Lord my God of that which doth cost me 

nothing. So David bought the threshingfloor and the 

oxen for fifty shekels of silver.  

i. Biblical giving costs us something 

ii. We believe that the One we give to deserves our 

offering 

iii. Sacrifice is not determined by the amount you give 

but by comparing it to what  you have to give 

iv. Big money people can make big gifts that are not 

sacrifice Mark 12:41 And Jesus sat over against the 

treasury, and beheld how the people cast money into 

the treasury: and many that were rich cast in 

much.  
v. Jesus compared the offering to how much you had to 

give from Mark 12:43 And he called unto him his 

disciples, and saith unto them, Verily I say unto you, 

That this poor widow hath cast more in, than all 

they which have cast into the treasury: 44 For all they 

did cast in of their abundance; but she of 
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her want did cast in all that she had, even 

all her living.  
c. Biblical giving is never based on having enough to give 

Luke 16:10 He that is faithful in that which is least is 

faithful also in much: and he that is unjust in the least is 

unjust also in much.  

i. If you will not give when you have a little then you 

will not give when you have much 

ii. There is no biblical teaching that you should wait till 

God gives you large amounts of money before you start 

giving 

iii. God is watching what you do with what you have now 

d. Our handling our money right will determine God’s trust 

us with greater riches Luke 16:11  If therefore ye have 

not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, 

who will commit to your trust the true riches? 12 

And if ye have not been faithful in that which is another 

man’s, who shall give you that which is your own?  

Applaud my Giving and Living, Matthew, Vision Baptist Church, April 13, 2014                                           Page �  of �9 10



i. Could it be that God withholds from us greater 

spiritual blessings because we don't handle our financial 

blessings correctly 

ii. The true riches aren’t money but men, people, souls 

e. We determine how much we will give II Corinthians 9:7 

Every man according as he purposeth in his 

heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: 

for God loveth a cheerful giver. II Corinthians 8:1 

Moreover, brethren, we do you to wit of the grace of God 

bestowed on the churches of Macedonia; 2 How that in a 

great trial of affliction the abundance of their 

joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the 

riches of their liberality. 

i. You should not give out of guilt or necessity 

ii. You should not give because you are rich 

iii. You should give because you love God and His work 
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