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What Do You Think About the Christ?
Matthew 22:42

People were always asking Jesus questions.
I want to look at four of these questions and make an application in each case.

The motive for the questions asked by the Jewish leaders was to trap Jesus so they
might have something with which to accuse Him. They were blind to the truth.

They questioned:
1. Jesus’ authority over men;
2. The Roman government's authority over the Jews;
3. The Bible's authority over doctrine;
4. The Bible's authority over practice.

Question #1 Mt 21:23-27 Jesus’ authority over men:

Matthew 21:23-27
23 And when he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people
came up to him as he was teaching, and said, "By what authority are you doing
these things, and who gave you this authority?" 24 Jesus answered them, "I also will
ask you one question, and if you tell me the answer, then I also will tell you by
what authority I do these things. 25 The baptism of John, from where did it come?
From heaven or from man?" And they discussed it among themselves, saying, "If
we say, 'From heaven,' he will say to us, 'Why then did you not believe him?' 26 But
if we say, 'From man,' we are afraid of the crowd, for they all hold that John was a
prophet." 27 So they answered Jesus, "We do not know." And he said to them,

"Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these things. ESV

It is interesting that they could not deny what Jesus did!
They questioned His authority! By what authority are you doing these things?
What had Jesus recently done?

He made His Triumphal entry: 21:9
The crowd cried out “Hosanna to the Son of David!”

He Cleansed the Temple 21:12-15
Again the crowd cried out “Hosanna to the Son of David!”

He Cursed a fig tree 21:18-19
His disciples were amazed that the fig tree withered at once!
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The issue then and now is the Person Jesus Christ!
Who is Jesus?
Is Jesus of Nazareth God's Christ? The promised Messiah?
Is Jesus of Nazareth God is human form?

Jesus answered their question about His authority over men with a question about
the authority of John the Baptist. Is John a prophet from God?
They knew that they could not answer for fear of the crowd, so they lied and said:
“We do not know.”

Jesus then illustrated His authority and their rebellion with three parables:

Two sons / wicked gardeners / marriage feast

Question #2 Mt 22:15-22
The Roman government's authority over the Jews;

Matthew 22:15-22
15 Then the Pharisees went and plotted how to entangle him in his talk. 16 And they
sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, "Teacher, we know
that you are true and teach the way of God truthfully, and you do not care about
anyone's opinion, for you are not swayed by appearances. 17 Tell us, then, what
you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?" 18 But Jesus, aware of their
malice, said, "Why put me to the test, you hypocrites? 19 Show me the coin for the
tax." And they brought him a denarius. 20 And Jesus said to them, "Whose likeness
and inscription is this?" 21 They said, "Caesar's." Then he said to them, "Therefore
render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are
God's." 22 When they heard it, they marveled. And they left him and went away.

Is the Roman government "lawful?" Are Jews required to pay taxes?

The Pharisees say no, they were never subject to anyone!
The Herodians (patriots of the Herod family) say yes.

The Pharisees and the Herodians were bitter enemies but they agreed on a plot to
try to trap Jesus and accuse Him of treason.

Cf. Psalm 2:1-2 The kings of the earth set themselves,
and the rulers take counsel together,
Against the Lord and against His anointed.
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The Roman coin was a denarius:

The obverse side (heads) had an image of the Caesar with the inscription:

"TIBERIUS CAESAR AUGUSTUS SON OF THE DIVINE AUGUSTUS"

The reverse side (tails) had an image of Caesar on throne; crowned and
clothed as the high priest with the inscription:

"HIGHEST PRIEST"

Note that the Pharisees were admitting their subjection to the Romans by using
their money!

19 Show me the coin for the tax." And they brought him a denarius. 20 And Jesus
said to them, "Whose likeness and inscription is this?" 21 They said, "Caesar's."
Then he said to them, "Therefore render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's,
and to God the things that are God's." 22 When they heard it, they marveled. And
they left him and went away.

Pay taxes but do not worship Caesar!

Question # 3
The Bible's authority over doctrine;

Matthew 22:23-33
23 The same day Sadducees came to him, who say that there is no

resurrection, and they asked him a question, 24 saying, "Teacher, Moses said, 'If
a man dies having no children, his brother must marry the widow and raise up
children for his brother.' 25 Now there were seven brothers among us. The first
married and died, and having no children left his wife to his brother. 26 So too
the second and third, down to the seventh. 27 After them all, the woman died. 28

In the resurrection, therefore, of the seven, whose wife will she be? For they all
had her."

29 But Jesus answered them, "You are wrong, because you know neither the
Scriptures nor the power of God. 30 For in the resurrection they neither marry
nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven. 31 And as for the
resurrection of the dead, have you not read what was said to you by God:
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32 'I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob'? He
is not God of the dead, but of the living." 33 And when the crowd heard it, they
were astonished at his teaching.

Luke 20:34-40
34 And Jesus said to them, "The sons of this age marry and are given in

marriage, 35 but those who are considered worthy to attain to that age and to
the resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are given in marriage, 36 for
they cannot die anymore, because they are equal to angels and are sons of God,
being sons of the resurrection. 37 But that the dead are raised, even Moses
showed, in the passage about the bush, where he calls the Lord the God of
Abraham and the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob. 38 Now he is not God of the
dead, but of the living, for all live to him." 39 Then some of the scribes
answered, "Teacher, you have spoken well." 40 For they no longer dared to ask
him any question.

This was a Theological argument over the authority of God's Word!

The same issue is current in our day in Roman Catholicism; viz. the traditions of
the Church or the Scripture!

Is there “One Mediator between God and men; the Man Christ Jesus,” or many
“mediators” viz. popes, priests, and even Mary!

The Pharisees believed that the Bible taught resurrection and life after death;

The Sadducees denied any spiritual afterlife, did not believe in angels, and were
mocking the doctrine with this made-up circumstance of seven brothers all having
the same wife.

Jesus said they were in error because they rejected God's word where Moses calls
the Lord the God of the living!
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Question #4 - Bible's authority over practice

Matthew 22:34-40
34 But when the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they

gathered together. 35 And one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test
him. 36 "Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?" 37 And he said to
him, "You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul
and with all your mind. 38 This is the great and first commandment. 39 And a
second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 40 On these two
commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets."

Here is an example of legalism: The idea of picking and choosing which part of
God's Word suits your preconceived notions. It was as if one part of Scripture had
more or less authority than another part of Scripture.

Jesus said it's really very simple;

Love God, love neighbor!

Jesus had tolerated their four "test questions."

1. His authority
2. Government's authority
3. Bible's authority over doctrine
4. Bible's authority over practice

Now Jesus will ask them the question. It is the most important question ever
asked and we must be careful about how we answer!

Matthew 22:41-46
41l Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them a

question, 42 saying, "What do you think about the Christ? Whose son is he?" They
said to him, "The son of David." 43 He said to them, "How is it then that David, in
the Spirit, calls him Lord, saying,

44p "'The Lord said to my Lord,

Sit at my right hand, until I put your enemies under your feet'?
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45 If then David calls him Lord, how is he his son?" 46 And no one was able to
answer him a word, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more
questions.

What do you think about the Christ? Whose Son is He?

As David's son after many generations, Jesus is a Man! The Son of Man!

But David called the Christ, Lord! If the Christ is David's son, i.e., human, how is
the Christ also David's Lord? i.e., God!

Consider these scriptures:

2 Samuel 7:12-17
12 When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise

up your offspring after you, who shall come from your body, and I will establish
his kingdom. 13 He shall build a house for my name, and I will establish the
throne of his kingdom forever. 14 I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me
a son. When he commits iniquity, I will discipline him with the rod of men, with
the stripes of the sons of men, 15 but my steadfast love will not depart from
him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put away from before you. 16 And your house
and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me. Your throne shall be
established forever.'" 17 In accordance with all these words, and in accordance
with all this vision, Nathan spoke to David.

Isaiah 9:6-7
6 For to us a child is born,
to us a son is given;
and the government shall be upon his shoulder,
and his name shall be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

7 Of the increase of his government and of peace
there will be no end,

on the throne of David and over his kingdom,
to establish it and to uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time forth and forevermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.
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Psalm110:1
The LORD says to my Lord:

"Sit at my right hand,
until I make your enemies your footstool."

"What do you think about the Christ?

Do you see why this is the ultimate question?

The authority of Jesus as the Christ is the issue!

Application:

Jesus' question puts love into practice.

Don't argue over doctrine and legalism if you don't love God and love your
neighbor.

We are faced with these same four questions:

#1 My opinion of Christ is tested by His authority over me!

I will react one of two ways: submission or rebellion!

Many people "love" a Jesus that they think they can control. Do they love a
sovereign who has absolute authority over them?

#2 My opinion of Christ is tested in my submission to government.
When it is tribute {tax }time. Do I cheat on taxes?
This is a test of our love for neighbor; taxes!
When Paul wrote Romans 13, about submitting to the governmental

authority that God has placed over us his readers were under the rule of Nero, one
of the most wicked rulers of an oppressive government.
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#3 My opinion of Christ in is tested in my knowledge of Scripture.

The error of the Sadducees was that the traditions and opinions of men took
precedence over the Scriptures.

We have absolutely no excuse for not knowing God's Word!
If I don't know what it says, it is because I don't want to know!
You can read the Bible completely two times a year in less time than you
spend reading the newspaper.

#4 My opinion of Christ is tested in my obedience to His summary of the
Law and Prophets.

Do I love God more than I love myself?
Do I love my neighbor as much as I love myself?

What then, is your opinion of Jesus the Christ?
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