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 In the Second World War, Douglas Crockart fought with the Northern Highland Regiment of Scotland. 
One of his fellow soldiers showed him a picture of a young girl, Jean, who was a family friend. Douglas wrote 
to her, and she wrote back, and the two continued their correspondence. Douglas said of her, “She was 
gorgeous. I was just a teenager from Dundee and the battlefields of northern Europe were a long way from 
home. It was lovely to have a girl to write to and letters to look forward to.” She said of him, “Douglas had sent 
a photo. He was very handsome with lovely curly red hair and looked really smart in his uniform. He wrote 
funny letters that made me laugh with little drawings at the side. We really got to know each other through those 
letters.” Douglas, on his first leave, visited her family for a week, and, on his second leave, she visited his 
family for two weeks. It was during that second visit that Douglas asked Jean to be his wife. Although the two 
had known each other for only three weeks, Jean gladly accepted Douglas’s proposal, and they married two 
years after the end of the War. Last year, they celebrated seventy years of marriage. They have three children, 
seven grandchildren, and ten great-grandchildren. Jean said, “At first I thought he’s not what I’m looking for as 
I wanted tall, dark and handsome and he was short with red hair. But I was attracted to his sense of humour and 
I still love him now and always will.”  
 Many will know the aphorism, “Seeing is believing.” For many atheists, this is axiomatic. They will not 
believe in the existence of a god without empirical proof. Some atheists assert that supposed answered prayers 
are no such proof, because these are merely coincidences. They propose that, if Christians will pray for the 
immediate healing of all people stricken with cancer, and then their prayer is answered, this would be empirical 
proof of the existence of God. They insist, however, that unambiguous prayers like this are never answered. One 
atheist has said, “Unless you take the time to intelligently analyze this situation, it looks ambiguous. God might 
have miraculously cured your disease, as many Christians believe. But God might also be imaginary, and the 
chemotherapy drugs and surgery are the things that cured you. Or your body's immune system might have cured 
the cancer itself.” Of course, this atheist’s analysis shows how naive he really is. If Christians did pray for the 
immediate healing of all those with cancer, and they were immediately and unambiguously healed, the atheist 
would conclude, not that God had healed them, but that, for some unknown reason, their immune systems cured 
the cancer. He would conclude that it was an astonishing coincidence. In a way, the atheist live by faith. 
 Saint Thomas was a devout disciple of Christ. He was a righteous man, and a martyr. He was one who 
demanded to see, before he would believe. Saint John writes: 

But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came. The other 
disciples therefore said unto him, We have seen the Lord. But he said unto them, Except I shall 
see in his hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my 
hand into his side, I will not believe. And after eight days again his disciples were within, and 
Thomas with them: then came Jesus, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, 
Peace be unto you. Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and 
reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side: and be not faithless, but believing. And Thomas 
answered and said unto him, My Lord and my God. Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou 
hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed. And 
many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this 
book: But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and 
that believing ye might have life through his name. (John 20:24-31) 
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 The Old Testament Scriptures tell about Jesus Christ. That is to say, Jesus is the fulfillment of the Old 
Testament Scriptures. He told the Jews, “Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and 
they are they which testify of me.” (John 5:39) They especially testify that the Christ had to die and rise from 
the dead, and of this testimony Jesus many times spoke to His disciples. Even so, it was not until after Jesus 
died, and rose again, that the disciples understood what He had taught them. In the beginning of His earthly 
ministry, when He first cleansed the temple, He told the Jews, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will 
raise it up.” They thought He was speaking of Solomon’s temple, but He was speaking of His death and 
resurrection. Saint John says that it was only after He rose from the dead that His disciples understood what He 
meant. (John 2:19-22) When Jesus healed a boy who had an evil spirit, the great crowd of people who witnessed 
the event were amazed at the mighty power of God. Jesus tried to warn His disciples, however, that He would 
be murdered. He said to them, “Let these sayings sink down into your ears: for the Son of man shall be 
delivered into the hands of men.” Saint Luke comments, “But they understood not this saying, and it was hid 
from them, that they perceived it not: and they feared to ask him of that saying.” (Luke 9:43-45) Later He told 
them, “Behold, we go up to Jerusalem, and all things that are written by the prophets concerning the Son of man 
shall be accomplished. For he shall be delivered unto the Gentiles, and shall be mocked, and spitefully 
entreated, and spitted on: And they shall scourge him, and put him to death: and the third day he shall rise 
again.” Saint Luke comments, “And they understood none of these things: and this saying was hid from them, 
neither knew they the things which were spoken.” (Luke 18:31-34) Why did Jesus continue to tell His disciples 
these things, when He knew that they would not understand? He told them, not so that they would understand 
beforehand, but so that they would understand afterward. When He told them that Judas would betray Him, and 
that this would fulfill the Forty-first Psalm, He also told them, “Now I tell you before it come, that, when it is 
come to pass, ye may believe that I am he.” (John 13:18-19) The Old Testament Scriptures taught that the Christ 
must die, and rise from the dead. Jesus told His followers that this was so, and His followers should have 
expected it. They were slow to understand the Scriptures, and slow even to understand their Master.  
 Even after Jesus rose from the dead, however, it took some time for His followers to understand. When 
the women found the tomb empty on the morning of third day, Mary Magdalene thought someone had taken 
Jesus’s body, and she ran to tell Saint Peter and Saint John. (John 20:1, 2) The other women entered the tomb, 
and there they saw two men in shining garments who said to them,”Why seek ye the living among the dead? He 
is not here, but is risen: remember how he spake unto you when he was yet in Galilee, Saying, The Son of man 
must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again.” It was only then 
that they remembered what Jesus had said. (Luke 24:5-8) The women left the tomb to tell the disciples what 
they had seen, and on their way, Jesus appeared them, and they worshipped Him. When they reported to some 
of the apostles what they saw, Saint Luke says, “Their words seemed to them as idle tales, and they believed 
them not.” (Luke 24:1-11) Mary Magdalene told Saint Peter and Saint John that someone had removed Jesus’s 
body from the tomb, and they went to see for themselves. When Saint Peter saw the linen clothes, but not Jesus, 
he wondered what had happened. (Luke 24:12) Saint John, for his part, when he saw that the tomb was empty, 
for the first time believed that Jesus had risen from the dead, “For,” Saint John writes, “as yet they knew not the 
scripture, that he must rise again from the dead.” (John 20:9) Mary Magdalene returned to the empty tomb, and, 
still believing someone had taken Jesus’s body, she wept there. Then the risen Lord appeared to her, and called 
her by name. When she later told the disciples that she had seen Jesus alive, they did not believe her. (Mark 
16:9-11) That same day, Jesus joined two disciples traveling from Jerusalem to a village called Emmaus, but 
they did not recognize Him. He remarked about their sadness, and they told Him that they had trusted that Jesus 
of Nazareth was the one to redeem Israel, but the chief priests and rulers of Israel had sentenced Him to death. 
They said that, after He died, some women they knew had gone to His tomb, and found it empty. Some of the 
men also went and observed the same. These two disciples had lost faith. They had thought Jesus was the Christ 
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who would redeem Israel, but when He died their hopes were died with Him. Saint Luke reports, “Then he said 
unto them, O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken: Ought not Christ to have 
suffered these things, and to enter into his glory? And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded 
unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself.” (Luke 24:25-27) When the three arrived at 
Emmaus, they dined together, and it was then that they finally recognized Him. Then He vanished from their 
sight. The two disciples returned to Jerusalem and told the eleven disciples, and others with them, that they had 
seen Jesus alive, but the disciples did not believe. Jesus then appeared to them all, and dined with them. He was 
displeased with their lack of faith, however, “and upbraided them with their unbelief and hardness of heart, 
because they believed not them which had seen him after he was risen… And he said unto them, These are the 
words which I spake unto you, while I was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in 
the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning me. Then opened he their understanding, 
that they might understand the scriptures, And said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to 
suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day.” (Luke 24:44-46) Thomas was not with them at the time, 
however, and when the disciples later told him that they had seen Jesus, he was skeptical. He said he would not 
believe unless he could see and touch the holes that the nails had made in Jesus’s hands, and touch the wound 
that the spear had made in His side. Ever gracious, Jesus indulged the apostle. When the disciples were next 
gathered together, Jesus appeared to Him, and told him to touch His hands and His side. He told Thomas, “Be 
not faithless, but believing.” Thomas did believe, and said to Jesus, “My Lord, and My God.” Jesus said to him, 
“Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have 
believed.” (John 20:24-29) After this, Jesus appeared in Galilee to five-hundred disciples, including the eleven. 
Some worshipped Him, but some doubted. (Matthew 28:16, 17) The resurrection of Jesus is proof that He is the 
Christ, the Son of the living God. As Saint Paul wrote to the Romans, Jesus Christ our Lord “was made of the 
seed of David according to the flesh; And declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of 
holiness, by the resurrection from the dead.” (Romans 1:4; cf. Acts 10:42; 17:31) Some Christians labor to 
prove that Jesus rose from the dead, and there is value in their labors. However, the Scriptures record that Jesus 
proved to His apostles that He rose from the dead, and He gave it to them to bear witness to others. There are no 
living witnesses to the resurrection of Jesus, but their testimony is recorded in the infallible Word of God. 
 The Christian believes in God, and in His Son Jesus Christ. No one has seen God, but some have seen 
His Son. Saint John says, “No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of 
the Father, he hath declared him.” (John 1:18) Most have not seen His Son, but they do have the sure Word of 
God. The Old Testament Scriptures testify that the Christ would come. The New Testament Scriptures testify 
that He did come. As the rich man suffered in Hades, he asked Abraham to send Lazarus to testify to his 
miserable state. Abraham told him that his brothers had the Scriptures, and should listen to them. The rich man 
said that they would not believe the Scriptures, but they would believe if someone returned from the dead to 
testify. Abraham said that if they did not believe the Scriptures, then they would not believe even if someone 
returned from the dead. With this, Jesus foreshadowed His own resurrection, and the Jews’ denial of it. (Luke 
16:27-31) On an earlier occasion, Jesus told them that, if they had believed Moses, then they would have 
believed Him, because Moses wrote of Him. Since they did not believe what Moses wrote, it is not only natural 
that they did not believe what Jesus said. (John 5:36, 37) Saint John wrote of his Gospel, “And many other signs 
truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book: But these are written, that ye 
might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through his 
name.” (John 20:30, 31) The apostles long ago passed from the scene of history. They have, however, preserved 
in the Scriptures their testimony for all the world to read. Saint Peter writes of the Christian’s faith in Jesus 
Christ: “Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with 
joy unspeakable and full of glory: Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls.” (1 Peter 
1:8, 9) The Christians who is now living on earth does not see Christ. He does, however, have the Scriptures, 
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which testify of Him. Based on the Word of Christ, the Christian believes in Him, although he does not see 
Him. When the Christian leaves this world, then he will finally see Christ as He is. (1 John 3:2) 
 Let us live by faith, and not by sight. let us believe the “more sure word of prophecy.” (2 Peter 1:19) Let 
us believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and love Him, although we have not yet seen Him. 

Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honor, and power, and might, be unto our God for ever 
and ever. Amen.


