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Message #27               Leviticus 15:1-14 

 

As we come to this next chapter in Leviticus, I want to remind us all that Leviticus is a book 

written to people who were already God’s people.  Israel was a redeemed nation and Leviticus  

is a book that is designed to take a redeemed nation into a deep and wonderful relationship with 

God.  Now God knew what He was getting when He redeemed Israel–He was getting a group of 

sinful, fallen, depraved people who were far from being perfect and far from being clean.  But 

what I do know is this–no matter what your sin or failure, no matter how depraved you may have 

been, if you will confess your sin to God and then purpose to be washed by the study of the 

Word of God and the fellowship of God’s people, you will be clean.  If there is ever a chapter in 

the Bible that teaches that, it is Leviticus 15.  Leviticus 15 is a chapter that deals with bodily 

discharges, some of which are probably due to sexual immorality.  Two of the sections deal with 

men (15:2-25; 15:16-18), and two of the sections deal with women (15:19-24; 15:25-30). 

 

SEXUAL IMMORALITY MAKES ONE UNCLEAN BEFORE GOD, BUT ONE CAN BE  

MADE   CLEAN   AGAIN BEFORE GOD IF ONE IS WILLING TO ACKNOWLEDGE 

THE SIN AND TAKE PROPER STEPS ORDAINED BY GOD. 

 

OBSERVATION #1 – This information concerning bodily discharges comes directly from  

                                           God  .  15:1 

 

These regulations concerning this unusual topic carry the same weight and authority as the 

Ten Commandments. 

 

OBSERVATION #2 – When any man has a discharge from his body, his discharge is  

                                             unclean  .  15:2 

 

Now the Hebrew word for “bodily discharge” is rare.  The word is “zov” and it means some flow 

or gush in liquid form (Gesenius, p. 240).  Now the discharge described here comes from the 

front of a man, not the back of a man.  In other words, the topic is not a subject like diarrhea, but 

a subject like gonorrhea.  God is not addressing an intestinal disorder but a genital disorder.  

What we have being described here is someone who has contracted some venereal disease.  The 

discharge makes him unclean before God. 

 

OBSERVATION #3 – When any man has a discharge from his body, he is   unclean  .  15:3 

 

The word “flow” refers to a saliva-type substance (Gesenius, p. 763).  The word “obstruct” 

means to seal up so as to stop the issue from flowing freely (Gesenius, pp. 314-315).  The point 

is even if the discharge is flowing or not flowing, the person is still unclean before God and 

something must be done to remedy this. 
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OBSERVATION #4 – When a man has a discharge from his body, anything he touches is 

                                            unclean  .  15:4 

 

A person who is unclean contaminates everything connected to him. 

 

OBSERVATION #5 – When a man has a discharge from his body, any person who touches him  

                                          or anything connected to him is unclean and must   wash   his clothes.   

                                          15:5-7 

 

God pays close attention to what we touch. 

 

OBSERVATION #6 – When a man has a discharge from his body and he   spits   on any clean 

                                          person, he, too, shall wash his clothes and bathe.  15:8 

 

For example, in Numbers 12:14 it is used metaphorically to suggest that a father had been a 

wimp and never said no to his daughter.  In Deut. 25:9 it is used as a symbol that someone had 

done something offensive, such as a brother refusing to marry his brother’s wife after he died.   

In Job 30:10 spitting was a sign of disgust that some had concerning Job, believing that he was 

being judged by God.  In Isaiah 50:6 it is used to describe the humiliation that Jesus went 

through in His suffering.  There is real irony here because one would think that if you were a 

person with gonorrhea, you would be so humiliated that the last thing you would do would be to 

spit on someone else.  But this shows how arrogant even the worst of sinners can be. 

 

OBSERVATION #7 – When a man has a discharge from his body, everything he sits on or rides  

                                          on is   unclean   and so is anyone who touches anything he sat on or  

                                          rode on.  15:9-10 

 

Dr. R. K. Harrison made an interesting observation when he wrote: “Pallets, seats and clothing 

were particularly vulnerable, and had to be washed thoroughly, indicating that the discharge was 

infectious.  Gonorrhea can be contracted occasionally from clothing and towels, which absorb 

and transmit the contagium of the affliction” (pp. 161-162). 

 

OBSERVATION #8 – When a man has a discharge,   any   person touched by him must wash  

                                          his hands, clothes and bathe.  15:11 

 

Every doctor and nurse knows this important principle–you scrub yourself to keep yourself from 

getting the infection. 

 

OBSERVATION #9 – When a man has a discharge and touches any vessel, it must either be 

                                           broken or   scrubbed  .  15:12 

 

The principle is either get cleaned up or be removed. 
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OBSERVATION #10 – When a man had a discharge and was unclean, he could become  

                                              clean   again.  15:13-15 

 

1) The discharge ceased.  15:13a 

2) He must wait seven days.  15:13b 

3) He must wash his clothes in running water.  15:13c 

4) He must bathe himself in running water.  15:13d 

5) He must take the proper sacrifices to the priest at the tent on the eighth day.  15:14 

6) The priest must offer a sin offering and a burnt offering for the man.  15:15 

 

This is wonderful news–the unclean can be made clean again. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


