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Let's take our Bibles and look together in Psalm 109. I've entitled this study "Christ's 
Distinctive Intercession." I know this was David's prayer but David was a type of our 
Lord Jesus Christ and we learn a lot about how Christ prayed for sinners by David's 
prayer so I want to read this and then as the Lord gives utterance, we will consider it 
together.

1 Hold not thy peace, O God of my praise; 2 For the mouth of the wicked 
and the mouth of the deceitful are opened against me: they have spoken 
against me with a lying tongue. 3 They compassed me about also with 
words of hatred; and fought against me without a cause. 4 For my love 
they are my adversaries: but I give myself unto prayer. 5 And they have 
rewarded me evil for good, and hatred for my love. 6 Set thou a wicked 
man over him: and let Satan stand at his right hand. 7 When he shall be 
judged, let him be condemned: and let his prayer become sin. 8 Let his 
days be few; and let another take his office. 9 Let his children be 
fatherless, and his wife a widow. 10 Let his children be continually 
vagabonds, and beg: let them seek their bread also out of their desolate 
places. 11 Let the extortioner catch all that he hath; and let the strangers 
spoil his labour. 12 Let there be none to extend mercy unto him: neither let 
there be any to favour his fatherless children. 13 Let his posterity be cut 
off; and in the generation following let their name be blotted out. 14 Let 
the iniquity of his fathers be remembered with the LORD; and let not the 
sin of his mother be blotted out. 15 Let them be before the LORD 
continually, that he may cut off the memory of them from the earth. 16 
Because that he remembered not to shew mercy, but persecuted the poor 
and needy man, that he might even slay the broken in heart. 17 As he 
loved cursing, so let it come unto him: as he delighted not in blessing, so 
let it be far from him. 18 As he clothed himself with cursing like as with 
his garment, so let it come into his bowels like water, and like oil into his 
bones. 19 Let it be unto him as the garment which covereth him, and for a 
girdle wherewith he is girded continually. 20 Let this be the reward of 
mine adversaries from the LORD, and of them that speak evil against my 
soul. 21 But do thou for me, O GOD the Lord, for thy name's sake: 
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because thy mercy is good, deliver thou me. 22 For I am poor and needy, 
and my heart is wounded within me. 23 I am gone like the shadow when it 
declineth: I am tossed up and down as the locust. 24 My knees are weak 
through fasting; and my flesh faileth of fatness. 25 I became also a 
reproach unto them: when they looked upon me they shaked their heads. 
26 Help me, O LORD my God: O save me according to thy mercy: 27 
That they may know that this is thy hand; that thou, LORD, hast done it. 
28 Let them curse, but bless thou: when they arise, let them be ashamed; 
but let thy servant rejoice. 29 Let mine adversaries be clothed with shame, 
and let them cover themselves with their own confusion, as with a mantle. 
30 I will greatly praise the LORD with my mouth; yea, I will praise him 
among the multitude. 31 For he shall stand at the right hand of the poor, to 
save him from those that condemn his soul.

Let's have a word of prayer.

Most gracious Father, as we open your word, we are mindful that this is your word 
inspired by your Spirit and is not subject to any private interpretation. I know that in our 
flesh, that's what we would do, take and read this in some private manner, interpret it in 
some other way and we know that from beginning to end, this book has to do with your 
Son. This is the record that you have given us of your Son in the Old Testament in type, 
picture, prophecy, promise, New Testament fulfilled. And I'm thankful that not one thing 
has failed even as you said of Joshua when you delivered the land into his hand and he 
distributed it out to each of the 12 tribes, that there was not one good word that failed of 
all that you promised. What a beautiful picture of the work of our Lord Jesus Christ. So I 
pray that you would give us understanding, especially in such a difficult Psalm that goes 
so contrary to our flesh and what it is to pray and how it is that the Lord Jesus Christ 
intercedes but, Lord, may we be bowed to your word and may above all, Christ be 
exalted in our hearts. And we are mindful to give you all of the praise, honor and glory in  
our dear Savior's name. Amen.

Now again, as I've said, men that read these Psalms with the natural eye are going to 
come away with a different view than what God is revealing here and that's why there are 
so many different interpretations of Scripture. You can take 10 blind men and you put 
them in front of a building or whatever and ask them to describe it, they are going to feel 
along, each one is going to give an idea of what they think it is and that's why we have so 
many different religions, even ones that hold the same Bible in their hand. Christ said 
they are the blind leading the blind and I know there are some that think, "Well, if you 
get back to the original language, get back to the Greek, get back to the Hebrew, then 
we're going to get to the right view." There weren't any greater linguists in Christ's day 
than the Pharisees and the scribes and you talk about when they transcribed the 
Scriptures, they counted every letter: the yod, the jot and the tittle; those are just little 
marks that distinguish one letter from another in the original. They counted them. They 
were careful. They knew exactly the number and could tell you and yet they missed 
Christ. You know, the Lord told them, he said, "You say you believe Moses. If you 
believed Moses, you would believe me. You say Abraham is your father. If you believed 
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Abraham, you would believe me." He said, "Abraham saw my day and rejoiced." And 
even David when we come to the New Testament and see how the apostles in preaching, 
take the book of Acts, all they had was the Old Testament. They didn't have the New 
Testament. It hadn't been written yet and yet they went from place to place doing what? 
Preaching Christ. Opening and alleging, reasoning from the Scriptures Jesus Christ, Jesus 
of Nazareth, this one who came, lived, died and rose again.

So it's not about David, just like these Psalms are not about David and I can remember 
years ago wrestling because I had always been taught, "Well, these Psalms have to do 
with how we are to address God," and there was always a hiccup when you came to a 
Psalm like this because there is nothing but condemnation and so the debate was, "Well, 
how do you pray this sort of prayer?" which is called an imprecatory prayer. It's a prayer 
that, as I've read here, I mean, it's pretty devastating. Can you imagine someone saying to 
you, "Will you pray for me?" And you say, "Yes, I'll pray that your children be fatherless 
and your wife a widow and that your children be continually vagabonds and beg and let 
them seek their bread also out of their desolate places." They'd go, "Whoa! What kind of 
person are you?"

Well, what we're seeing in this prayer is David was directed by the Spirit to write it; it is 
something of the holiness of God. These things that we take for granted as being 
entitlement, we live in a day of entitlement. Everybody is expected to have a certain 
amount of benefits in life. Lest we forget, let's remember that anything we have, I don't 
care if we're like Job sitting on a dung heap scratching ourselves and itching because of 
the sores and everything else taken away from us, that even that breath to breathe and to 
think upon God is a mercy. I heard one old preachers say years ago, "Anything this side 
of hell is a mercy." 

Truth be known, what is being described here in Psalm 109 are those left to themselves. 
When it speaks of a vagabond, that's what Esau was. That's what Cain was. They were 
left to themselves, reprobate. In fact, the Scripture uses that very strong language, 
"hated." "Jacob have I loved, Esau have I hated." I will tell you that in our generation, 
this is a God that people don't know. They're not going to hear this God preached. Now, 
this is from people that hold their Bibles in their hand but it's like a smorgasbord. Many 
people read the Bible like a smorgasbord. There is the whole thing laid out, if you don't 
like veggies, "Alright, I'm just going to come over here to the meat." Or, "I prefer the 
soup." This is how people read naturally the Scriptures. That's how I did it all the way up 
through preacher's school and on up, all the education I had, I was picking and choosing. 
I was taking Scripture and trying to fit it into what I was being taught and you can do it. 
You've seen these people that take somebody as a ransom and then they send a ransom 
letter, they just cut out letters and they put it together. That's how a lot of people read the 
Scriptures. "I'm going to take this, patch it over here. Put this here." There is no 
consideration to context.

But if we, and again, many read the Scriptures and think, "Yeah, I know," that's how they 
reason, "I know that there are parts in here that have to do with Christ." When you hear 
someone reason like that, they are already off track. There are not parts that have to do 
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with Christ, it all has to do with him. In fact, the Lord said that to the Pharisees there in 
John 5:39, "You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal 
life." What did he say? "They are they which testify of me." You can search the 
Scriptures to memorize them like that one preacher that's now gone on, he was called the 
walking Bible. You could give him a reference and he could just quote it, any Scripture 
quote it. That was the mind he had. I listened to him preach but he wasn't preaching 
Christ, he was preaching man's free will. He was telling men that if you just do this or 
that then you'll be saved but that's not the message of Scripture.

So here in this Psalm that I have just read for you and this is our second approach at this, 
we started last time. Yes, the words of David but David is not the author, he's the pen. 
The Spirit is the author and Christ said that when the Spirit would come, he would not 
speak of himself but he would take the things concerning him and reveal them unto you. 
That's how these in the New Testament wrote. You know, the Lord didn't say to Matthew 
or to Mark or to Luke or to John, "Now, as you go around, get your pens out and follow 
me and let me go over your assignment every night and make sure that you've got this 
right." In fact, some of them didn't even know the others but the same Spirit that directed 
them to take and write the Scriptures, when you go back and read them, you have to say, 
"This is the word of God." There is no way that you can take 40 different men, sit them 
down in a room and tell them to take out a piece of paper or a computer and start typing a 
transcript concerning Christ and have them agree. They'd all be different and yet when 
we come to the Scriptures, you think from Moses all the way to John on the island of 
Patmos, over a 1,500 year period, all saying the same thing.

When the Lord opened my eyes to this word, that's what he opened in my heart to see that 
the word is Christ and everything, you know, Christ said to the Pharisees, "You have 
taken away the key." They all had, there were certain things that, you might say, well, 
they believed like we do. They believed in the resurrection. The Sadducees didn't but 
they did. They believed in a sovereign God. The only thing is how they interpreted it. 
They believed the only ones that ever would be chosen were Jews. That was their view. 
When the Lord started drawing a Samaritan woman to himself or somebody in Tyre and 
Sidon where the Lord in the synagogue read the Scriptures and said, "This day this is 
fulfilled in your ears," and they all marveled at his words of grace until he said, "There 
were many widows in Israel and to none of them did God send a prophet save to the 
widow of Sarepta," and the minute he said Sarepta, these self-righteous Pharisees were 
sitting there thinking, "Wait a minute. Whoa, that's outside of Israel." Then as if to let 
them know that wasn't a mistake, he said, "There were many lepers in Israel and to none 
of them did God send a prophet save to Naaman, the Syrian." Even today, you go over 
there, you mention a Syrian to the Jews, they are the ones that they are right now afraid 
that someone is going to come over and drop a bomb on them. They had been their 
enemies and yet it was to Naaman, the Syrian, that God sent a prophet outside of Israel. 
Right there he was showing that this isn't a Jewish kingdom, this has to do with God the 
Father having given him a people that he came to save. In John 17, if you want to know 
how the Lord prays for his people, that's where you find it. He said, "I thank you, Father, 
that you have given me authority over all flesh," so he's sovereign, he's over all flesh but 
what? "To give eternal life unto as many as thou hast given me." But right down to verse 

Page 4 of 11



9, he says, "I pray not for the world but I pray for those that thou hast given me out of the 
world. They were thine and all thine are mine."

So that's how he prays for his own but here in Psalm 109, that's why I call it his 
distinctive intercession. I'm preaching to you a Jesus that this religious world knows 
nothing of because day-in, day-out they are told, "We just have to pray more to see more 
people converted and we've got to get busy, in essence, to help God. He's depending on 
us." I don't know if you've heard that expression but I have, "The only eyes he has are 
your eyes. The only mouth he has is your mouth. The only hands he has are your hands. 
The only feet he has are your feet. So get going." Do you know what that's describing if 
that's the case? That's an idol God. The years I was preaching in Africa, I went into a 
village one time and this gentleman said, "Do you see that place over there? That's where 
my house was and it burned down." He said, "But I was able before it burned completely 
to run in and rescue my gods." He had some little gods up above the door frame. And I 
said, "Isn't that a puzzle? That you had to go in and rescue your god?" That's an idol God 
but that's how, I will say, that's the Jesus of our generation. He needs our help. And it's 
not the Lord Jesus that is being declared because the Lord Jesus as he prayed, all flesh is 
in his hand. It's not what will you do with Christ, the question is, what will he do with 
you?

That's what I see here in this prayer. You see, John 17 describes how he prayed for his 
own, those he came to save. Psalm 109 and any other so-called imprecatory prayer has to 
do with God's declaration of the end, if you will, the condemnation of those that are 
without Christ, outside of him, for whom he did not pay the debt. The ones who are born 
in unbelief, live in unbelief and die in unbelief. If that's the case, such was their life. God 
so purposed it. And that's where, you know, Abraham even interceding for Sodom and 
Gomorrah as wicked as that city was and he kept coming down. He started with 50. Then 
he went to 40, 30, 20, 10 and then he stopped. Why? He really wasn't praying for Sodom 
because you keep dropping your numbers, obviously he was concerned about Lot who 
was his family, relative. But then, not even knowing what God would be pleased to do 
with Lot, whether he would deliver him or not, he was brought to say, "Shall not the 
Judge of the earth do right? Even if I consider this one, Lord, one that you ought to save, 
if you don't save him, let the Judge of the earth do right."

That's how I see this imprecatory prayer right here. I believe, as we saw last time, that 
these are the very words of Christ. A lot of people wonder, "When Christ was all night in 
prayer, what was he doing?" Well, he would have been praying this word back to the 
Lord. You say, "Why do you say that?" Well, Psalm 1 says, "Blessed is the man that 
walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the 
seat of the scornful. But his delight is in," what? "The law of the LORD; and in his law 
doth he meditate day and night." I know that people like to look at that and say, "Okay, I 
want to be blessed so I'm going to do that." We've already missed it already since we 
woke up this morning. Think about the multitudinous thoughts that each of us have had 
that have not been in this word, in the law. And even if they were, we'd have to come 
away like the Scripture describes, a man looked in a mirror and sees the wrong but goes 
away as if nothing was. If we ever come to this word and come away feeling better about 
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ourselves in any way, we're blind. But the right interpretation of Scripture is always that 
which gives Christ all the glory and abases us, brings us low in the dust because we're 
nothing.

So in reading this, these are the words of Christ and what he is describing here in these 
words is the opposition and the rebellion and the contradiction of sinners that he endured 
against himself. Now, you might say, "Well, David certainly faced that as a king." Yes, 
but he was a type in a small way. None have faced or endured the opposition of Christ as 
Christ himself endured. No man in this world. I don't care how difficult you're suffering 
right now and thinking, "Well, I'm really suffering for Christ." No, you're not because if 
Christ has paid our debt, that's not, you can't compare your suffering with his. Peter tried 
to do that and, again, that shows why we need the Lord because he was very boastful, 
was saying to the Lord, "If you go to prison, even if you go to death, I'll follow you." And 
what did the Lord say? He didn't scold him. The Lord knows his own. He knew he was 
going to pay for Peter's death, even that. He said, "Simon, Satan has decided to sift you 
like wheat." But, he said what? "I pray for you that your faith should stand." And he told 
him, he said, "As far as you're concerned, Peter, before the cock crows, you're going to 
deny me 3 times." Go back and read what took place around that fire outside the 
judgment hall. I mean, some little girl came up and started saying, "Now, he's one of 
them," and he denied it to the point of swearing, "It's not me." But when the Lord came 
out, you can read it there, he didn't have to say anything. He just looked on Peter and 
Peter wept. The words came back. That's the way it is with us. Any kind of stand we take 
and think, "I'm good here," no, some little thing is going to come along and knock us off 
our feet, sweep us right on down. Our salvation is not based on who we are but who 
Christ is. It's not based on my righteousness, it's based on his and his alone. 

So reading down through here, this would be how Christ endured the opposition and the 
suffering but you stop and think about it, these were simply our representatives. When 
they cried, "Crucify him! Crucify him!" just like Adam was our representatives, when he 
fell, we fell. When it came to the Son of man hanging there on that cross and they 
mocked him, wagged their tongue at him. Scripture used some pretty strong language. 
They were just there as our representatives and so when I read this Psalm, I have to sit 
back in wonderment that even though I was not guiltless, in fact, when you stop and think 
about it even further, whose sin was it because all that is described here, I deserve and yet 
God in mercy took that sin and nailed it to the cross. 

That's why he died but it wasn't for everybody. Had Christ actually paid the sin debt for 
every single sinner in the world, there would be nobody to be judged and that's what's 
wrong with the preaching today is that they go around and say, "Christ died for your sins. 
Christ died for your sins. Christ died for your sins," like these little priests making the 
sign of the cross going around and people go away feeling, "Alright. Good," and yet they 
are still God-haters and the proof is when you stand up and preach to them just like I'm 
telling you plainly right now, they'll throw you out. Yet I stop and think, "That would be 
me but for the grace of God." The only difference between me and someone like that is 
that Christ bore my debt. He saves those for whom he paid the price. He said, "Of all the 
Father has given me, I will not lose one." But when he says, "Of all that the Father gave 
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me," that already means distinctiveness. It means selection. Yes, grace is distinctive, 
sovereign, distinctive. It's free. I didn't do anything for it. There is nothing in me to 
deserve it but Christ earned it. Christ paid it.

So here, 2 things in reading down through here: it's a picture of what we are by nature, all 
of us, but it's also a declaration of what happens to those that God gives over to their own 
reprobate mind. You know, when God renders a judgment, a lot of people think, well, it's 
something physical like the roof is going to fall on them or a car crash or they are taken 
out. You know, we live in a generation, even here in the United States, where the 
judgment has already been rendered. I talk to people all the time and they say, "Can you 
believe how bad things are getting?" They've always been bad it's just been the 
restraining hand of God using politicians and educators and others to kind of be 
guardrails. But it's like my dogs, they are small and they are all friendly and they like to 
come up and get patted and everything but just like last night, going out to the car, I had 
the door open and the wind was flapping the storm door and they bumped their nose out 
and started heading right on down the street. A dog is a dog. Remove the restraints and 
where does a sinner go? Right back to the vomit. But for the grace of God.

That's the assurance that any have that are the Lord's, that if he has bought me, he's going 
to keep me. That's why David said there in Psalm 23, "The Lord is my shepherd." Who is 
he the shepherd of? Is he the shepherd of goats? No, the sheep. He said, "I shall not 
want." But he said also, "Thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me." You know, the nature 
of a sheep is to wander and sheep are so dumb they don't even know they are sheep. We 
don't. It takes the rod and staff. You look at that, those are 2 different types of sticks that 
a shepherd had: one to smack them when they needed a little attention, the other to pull 
them back; it had a little curve on the end to pull them back whenever they had gone over 
the edge. That's the picture of where we are, what it is to be lost is no way back.

But in spite of all that, the Scriptures are clear that of all the Father has given, that Christ 
will not lose one. But we could all be as described right here were it not for the grace of 
God and had not Christ paid the debt. What David as the penman of the Spirit's word here 
is writing, he's describing the fact that though it was in much opposition and 
contradiction against Christ, here he is the Son of God, and yet they crucified him. Now, 
some look at that and think, "Man, if they had just seen who he was they wouldn't have 
crucified him." Read what Peter preached on the day of Pentecost. He said that, 
"according to the wisdom and foreknowledge of God," his counsel, foreknowledge, 
"you," he was addressing a religious crowd that was there to celebrate the Passover and at 
Pentecost he said, "you by wicked hands have taken and slain." The reality is that yes, 
and it's the same thing we're reading here in Psalm 109, this is describing those who 
looked at the Son of God and raised their fist in his face and spit in his face and cried, 
"Crucify him! Crucify him!" and yet in doing that they were accomplishing the very will 
of God. 

That's what we see here. These being the Lord's words, God the Father sustaining and 
upholding his Son through this suffering. I know people use the expression that God 
turned his back on his Son. He never turned his back. He had his eye on that Son and on 
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his sacrifice all the way through. He never took his eye off him. Christ said that, "My 
Father works so now I work. I came not to do my will but the will of him who sent me," 
over and over again. The 2 times that the voice was heard from heaven, the voice of the 
Father, what was it? "This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased, hear him." All 
the way.

What Christ did in his sacrifice was for the satisfaction of a holy God and I know we're 
reading here some of these cursings about what it is to be a condemned sinner outside of 
the ransom that Christ paid and none of us is worthy of grace, of condemnation but when 
we read this here, even this doesn't show us enough of what it is to be a condemned 
sinner. If you want to know what a holy God is, look what he did to his Son in order to 
save a people. He spared not his Son but delivered him up. Why? That he might freely 
give us, those for whom he died, all things. Freely. I hope we never take this for granted. 
What a privilege we have. I know we are not many but I'm thankful for each one that the 
Lord has rescued like a firebrand out of the fire and brought to sit and to rejoice in this 
great work of grace because if not, right here, everything you read, there is an end. I don't 
care how much a man lives in this life, how comfortable he lives, there comes an end and 
that's what's being described.

Now, we saw last time in verse 8 of Psalm 109 how that was fulfilled in Judas Iscariot. 
When it came time to find another to take Judas' place, this verse was quoted in Acts 1. 
We saw that last time, "Let his days be few and let another take his office." So I know 
this pertains to Christ because that's quoted in the New Testament. Then I read it for you, 
as I was reading over here in verse 25 and notice the personal language, Psalm 109:25, "I 
became also a reproach unto them: when they looked upon me they shaked their heads." 
That is also quoted in Psalm 62:6-7, but also in Matthew 27:39 concerning Christ. So this 
isn't David just jumping in and out thinking, "Well, here it is my day now, this is Christ's 
day." It's all about Christ. When he talks about your children being continually 
vagabonds, it's talking about natural children. The Lord doesn't have to save any. In fact, 
Christ said he came to bring a sword not peace. We just assume that if he saved one in the 
family, he's got to save everybody. No, there is a whole heritage, there is a whole 
generation of children that the Lord may just pass by and leave, like this is described 
here, "to be vagabonds and beg: let them seek also out of their desolate places their 
bread." 

Read on down, "Let there be none to extend mercy unto him." This is describing those 
that the Lord has passed by and there are people that are shocked. Why? Because the only 
God they have ever heard preached is a God of love but do you realize that in order for 
God to show love, he has to be true to his justice? That's why we've seen already in the 
Psalms, "mercy and truth have met together. Righteousness and peace have kissed one 
another." The only place that that has ever happened is in the person and work of the 
Lord Jesus Christ.

When he says there in verse 14, "Let the iniquity of his fathers be remembered with the 
LORD," you know, any for whom Christ has not paid the ransom, the iniquity of their 
fathers is remembered before the Lord. It goes all the way back to Adam. That curse has 
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never been removed. It is only removed in Christ. If Christ didn't pay the debt, God 
purposed to leave them to themselves, then they are living only as fuel to the fire of God's 
wrath. 

"And let not the sin of his mother be blotted out." Boy, you talk about a condemnation 
because the blessed privilege of those that are in Christ is that their sins have been blotted 
out. Put away. "There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ." And 
when I read this, the Lord brings me to bow humbly and to say, "Why me? Why me, 
Lord? Who am I that you should show mercy and grace to?" Well, it's because he 
purposed to do it. It's not in me.

So all the way down, that's what we see here. When it says in verse 18, "As he clothed 
himself with cursing like as with his garment," that's describing people that take to 
themselves their own garment of righteousness and think something of it and seek to 
present themselves before God in that. Well, guess what? It's a garment of cursing and it 
says, "so let it come into his bowels like water, and like oil into his bones." It can't save. 
It says there in verse 19, "unto him as the garment which covereth him, and for a girdle 
wherewith he is girded continually. Let this be the reward of mine adversaries from the 
LORD, and of them that speak evil against my soul." Do you see how that pertains to 
Christ? 

You wonder how he would have prayed. I know, people say, "Well, what about when he 
prayed from the cross, 'Father, forgive them for they know not what they do'"? There has 
never been a prayer that Christ has prayed but what the Father granted it so if Christ was 
actually praying it for everybody, then everybody is forgiven but he wasn't. Isaiah 53 
says that, "He shall see his seed and be satisfied." His eye was upon that seed, he being 
the seed, but that seed that the Father had given him to save and would prosper his days. 
He was praying when he said, "Father, forgive them," even though the crowd out here 
was listening and thinking, "Oh, he's praying for us," no, he wasn't. He was addressing 
his Father for those that the Father had given him. The same prayer is in John 17, "I pray 
not for the world but for those that thou has given me." So from the cross he would have 
been praying that, "Father, forgive them for they know not." 

The rest, it says here, let this be the reward. You want to face God in that garment of 
righteousness? Go ahead, go on. Guess what? It would be like holding a candle up to the 
sun, not even that because God's holiness demands perfection and what foolishness to 
think that somehow in our puny little self-wrought, what we think is good, righteousness 
that we are going to present ourselves before a holy God. It wouldn't even last a 
nanosecond.

But that's what some are going to face. They are going to come into eternity looking for a 
God that doesn't exist because it's a figment of their imagination. People say, "Well, 
when I get there, I'll know how to speak." No, you won't. There is not going to be any 
speaking. Read the Scriptures and it says that he just divides the sheep from the goats and 
declares them departed. There is not going to be any trial. The trial is over. Either Christ 
paid your debt or he didn't.
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But these words of Christ when he says here in verse 22, for example, "I am poor and 
needy, and my heart is wounded within me," it shows to what extent our Lord Jesus 
Christ went to identify with the transgressors he did come to save. There is the distinctive 
intercession of Christ. "I am gone like the shadow when it declineth." It's not talking just 
about physical suffering. Everybody likes to portray the physical sufferings of Christ but 
Isaiah says the travail of his soul, his soul was made an offering for sin. We can't even 
enter into that. You know, we get a little prick in our heart whenever we do something 
wrong and go, "Oh, I shouldn't have done that." That's our view of soul suffering. "Lord, 
forgive me." If you talk about the just one taking on himself the sin of his people, the just 
for the unjust, we can't even enter in. When he says in verse 24, "My knees are weak 
through fasting; and my flesh faileth of fatness," there was no luxury in anything our 
Lord did from the womb all the way to the ascension. He was a man of sorrows, 
acquainted with grief. Even there we see God's mercy because he didn't require it even of 
his disciples. The reason they were such a motley crew is because that's who Christ came 
to save. That would be me. That would be you.

But his cries unto his Father, it was a real temptation. He suffered in all things. "He was 
tempted in all things like as we, yet without sin." You see, that's our problem. There is 
nothing we can do without sin. Even now, we come together and we think we are here to 
praise God, it's full of sin, every one of us. That's what we are by nature. Thank God he is 
not requiring that of us but if we are in Christ, we're here to rejoice in that work that he 
accomplished and that he worked out. 

But when he cried there in verse 26, "Help me, O LORD my God: O save me according 
to thy mercy," he wasn't asking to be saved from the cross but saved through the cross. 
Delivered up again, that God the Father would so accept that sacrifice that just as he 
promised that in 3 days he would rise again and he was heard. 

But the intercession, you see, what it took for our Lord to represent sinners, that's what 
we see here. Why? Verse 27, "That they may know that this is thy hand." While 
everybody is pitying Christ, "Oh, poor Christ," they call it the passion and they portray 
him as just agonizing and suffering and, "Oh, they shouldn't have done this." And people 
following that way, the way of the cross, dragging that old thing, all trying to imitate it, 
play it out. What folly. "That they may know that this is thy hand." Who put Christ on the 
cross? God did, God the Father. It was necessary that that blood be shed. There was an 
execution that took place. Christ said that, "No man takes my life." He said, "I give it of 
myself, I take it up such is the commandment I have received from my Father." So that's 
what he's talking about, "That they may know that this is thy hand; that thou, LORD, hast 
done it." They mocked it. They said, "He saved others, let him save himself." Had Christ 
come down from the cross, had he like when they came to arrest him called 10,000 angels 
to deliver him, there would have been no salvation. He would have proven he was God in 
the flesh but there would've been no salvation. That cross was essential for God to be just 
and justified. He said, "Let them curse, but bless thou." They were cursing him but 
through that, God was blessing him, the Son, because it was through suffering that he 
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would enter into glory and guess what? Take with him everyone that he redeemed and 
not one is going to be lost. 

"Let mine adversaries be clothed with shame, and let them cover themselves with their 
own confusion, as with a mantle." You know, spiritually I could say that that's what the 
Lord did in revealing himself to me. He covered me in shame when I realized that I was 
one of those. My sins nailed him to the cross. 

But the Lord, these are all the same words of the Lord, "I will greatly praise the LORD 
with my mouth; yea, I will praise him among the multitude. For he shall stand at the right 
hand of the poor, to save him from those that condemn his soul." That's what Christ 
accomplished.

I pray that's just enough seed that the Lord would be pleased to sow in our hearts and 
keep our minds focused on him because that's who it is all about. 
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