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To Ponder . . . 

Questions to ponder as you prepare to hear from Hebrews 7:20-28.

1. In this text, what came with an oath from God?

2. Why did God give an oath when He gave this blessing?

3. What is the central theme in all of Hebrews 7?

4. How should the characteristics of Christ listed in verse 26 effect
our relationship with Him?

5. What is the most encouraging point of this text?

BETTER PRIEST–BETTER COVENANT–
GREATER HOPE
Hebrews 7:20-28

Some people are accused of being perfectionists. No one really is
one, but some people make great efforts toward their opinion of what
constitutes perfection. In reality, a perfectionist might be the person who
makes great pains to be a pain to everyone around him. We all know that
perfection in this life is impossible—even for Christians. However, even
Christians too easily succumb to human weakness with the excuse that
no one is perfect.

How does such an excuse wash with this simple command from
Peter? But as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your
conduct, since it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy” (1 Peter
1:15-16). Obviously, God’s plan for His people is that we should strive
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for holiness. Whose standard? The command plainly says the standard
for which we are reaching is the character of God Himself. Again, this
is a command for people whose sins have been washed away in the
sacrifice of Christ and who are indwelt by God the Holy Spirit. We have
plenty of resources to help us on to holiness.

So how consistent have you been? How many times in the past
week have you honestly achieved some level of holiness? Such questions
force us to acknowledge that it really is difficult to live like God in a
world sunk in sin and a flesh that loves to sin. Do we respond by giving
up, concluding that since that is not an achievable standard we should
stop trying? The better response is to continue to be what God intends
for us to be. We press on trying more and more to reflect the character
of our Creator. And while we do, we learn to appreciate more and more
our high priest, our intercessor, Jesus Christ who Himself is perfect in
every way. 

We who God has regenerated should be confident that our sins are
washed away by the blood of Jesus Christ. We should be just as
confident that Jesus continues to plead in our behalf as we stumble along
in this life trying to be like Him. We should thank God daily that we
have the prefect Intercessor.

Jesus Offers a Better Covenant (vv.20-24).

Jesus, serving as our high priest, gives us hope based on an oath
(vv.20-21). Again the author of Hebrews is drawing a contrast between
the work of Jesus Christ and the work of the priests in the old system.
The old priests did not require an oath. And it was not without an oath.
For those who formerly became priests were made such without an oath
(v.20). That sounds interesting. Something was not without an oath.
What was it? This statement flows from the previous instruction which
established, On the one hand, a former commandment is set aside
because of its weakness and uselessness (for the law made nothing
perfect); but on the other hand, a better hope is introduced, through
which we draw near to God (Hebrews 7:18-19). 

“It” in this case is a better hope. That being true, we understand
that God has given us a better hope in Jesus Christ, affirming that hope
with an oath. The evidence supports this conclusion that in the old
system no oath was necessary to install a man in the priesthood. There
is no mention of an accompanying oath in the law. Moses never required
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it. Aaron never offered one. It is true that a rather intricate ceremony was
part of the induction into the priesthood, but no oath was required. And
extended treatment of that ritual is  described in Exodus chapter twenty-
nine where we read about the required sacrifices of a bull and two rams,
unleavened bread, washing and anointing, and much fanfare. So what is
the big deal about the oath in this case?

More precisely the Hebrews author pointed out that God Himself
made Christ the high priest with an oath. The old priests didn’t need an
oath, but this one was made a priest with an oath by the one who said to
him: “The Lord has sworn and will not change his mind, ‘You are a
priest forever’” (v.21). This is evidence of the author’s continued
exposition of Psalm 110:4 which reads, The LORD has sworn and will
not change his mind, “You are a priest forever after the order of
Melchizedek” (Psalm 110:4). All of chapter seven is an unpacking of
what God meant by this statement through David 1,000 years earlier. Up
to this point the focus was on the unique character of Christ’s priesthood.
The author helped us understand that Christ’s priesthood is unlike the
priesthood of the Old Testament, but it is like the priesthood of
Melchizedek the king-priest.

Now at this point in the chapter, the focus shifts. Notice the
absence of the last phrase (after the order of Melchizedek) in this
quotation. Now the issue is God’s oath. The Lord swearing, making an
oath, does not make a promise or a threat more certain as it might in
human terminology. Among humans it would appear that our word is not
assumed to be dependable. We commit to things all the time that we do
not think through carefully. Then when we are unable to keep our word,
we blow it off as unimportant. That we did not show up at the meeting
as we promised we would, or we did not play ball with the kids like we
promised, or we did not paint the house when we told our wife we
would, doesn’t seem to matter. But if we really want people to trust us,
we put our hand on a Bible and swear to tell the truth, the whole truth,
and nothing but the truth so help us God. That is an oath. It is supposed
to bind us to faithfulness. Unless, of course, you are the president of the
United States who places his hand on a Bible and swears to uphold the
Constitution of the United States. We know how that has worked out
lately. 

God never has to say, “I really mean it this time.” Then what was
the purpose of His oath, His swearing? The purpose of God’s oath is not
to make Him look better. He is already perfect in character and action.
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What is better than perfect? Therefore, nothing God says or does can
make Him better. Rather the purpose for the oath is that God’s oath gives
us the absolute certainty that God’s promise is true.

This principle is well illustrated by God’s oath within the promise
He gave to Abraham. For when God made a promise to Abraham, since
he had no one greater by whom to swear, he swore by himself, saying,
“Surely I will bless you and multiply you.” And thus Abraham, having
patiently waited, obtained the promise. For people swear by something
greater than themselves, and in all their disputes an oath is final for
confirmation. So when God desired to show more convincingly to the
heirs of the promise the unchangeable character of his purpose, he
guaranteed it with an oath, so that by two unchangeable things, in which
it is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled for refuge might have
strong encouragement to hold fast to the hope set before us” (Hebrews
6:13-18).

At issue is God’s unchangeable character (v.17). The confidence
is stated in chapter six. We have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of
the soul, a hope that enters into the inner place behind the curtain,
where Jesus has gone as a forerunner on our behalf (Hebrews
6:19-20a). Our salvation is absolutely certain because God has sworn on
the basis of His unchanging character. And Jesus Christ will forever
interceded for us pleading His own blood to cover our sins. Therefore,
we are invited to go boldly to God and ask forgiveness based on His
oath.

By oath God gives us the eternal covenant (vv.22-24), and Jesus is
the guarantor of the better covenant. This makes Jesus the guarantor of
a better covenant (v.22). Because of God’s oath, we have a far better
covenant through the work of Jesus Christ. Under the new covenant, the
sinner does not bring an innocent animal to the priest to spill its blood
for his sins. Now we sinners trust Jesus alone to be able to pay for the
penalty of our sins—past, present, and future—with the price of His own
blood. I cannot guarantee my salvation in the day of judgment, but I trust
wholly and only on Jesus to guarantee it. 

This gives us great confidence in serving Christ. The person who
doubts Jesus’ guarantee in the better covenant is like a person who
committed a crime in the past and is trying to run away from it. He
moves to a new city, grows a beard, shaves his head, puts on weight, and
even speaks with an accent in order not to be identified as a criminal
whose crime is unrequited. So, too, is the sinner who hopes that
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somehow he can escape the penalty of his sin. He spends his life running
as if the hounds of heaven are always on his heels. God promises with
an oath that we who He has included in His new covenant must be
confident that our salvation is guaranteed in Jesus our high priest. 

That is a long enduring covenant because Jesus is our high priest
as long as He lives (vv.22-23). The people who lived under the old
covenant didn’t have the confidence because priests in the old system
tended to die. The former priests were many in number, because they
were prevented by death from continuing in office (v.23). In this old
system priesthood was characterized by human temporalness. It gave the
people about as much confidence as the typical modern Baptist church
where a new pastor is installed every four years or less. About the time
the people get to know the pastor, either he finds a better situation in
which to minister or the people grow weary with him and fire him. It is
a good thing that the people’s salvation is not dependent on the pastor
because he never gets to know the people.

So in the old system priests died and were replaced with other
priests who would also die. Worse was the fact that the weaknesses of
the flesh were tolerated more and more so that by Jesus’ day the
priesthood was filled with unbelievers who Roman rulers appointed to
the office as political favors. No thinking person would commit his
eternal soul to that kind of inconsistency.

Or would they? The world has seen and continues to see millions
of people who commit their eternal state to leaders of religious
organizations (often called churches of some sort) who are not even in
fellowship with God. The whole system is a matter of political jockeying
and maneuvering. Leadership is appointed on the basis of leverage and
political clout. And salvation is dependant on the sinner submitting to
the authority of the leadership and depending on the rules, laws, and
traditions the church leaders have invented over the years. 

Why do people entrust their eternal souls to systems that are
thoroughly human when God has given us Jesus who is the eternal
priest? The old priests died, but He [Jesus] holds his priesthood
permanently, because he continues forever (v.24). Jesus Christ has been
representing repentant sinners before their Creator for 2,000 years now
based on His completed work on the cross. He will continue to represent
repentant sinners for eternity. If Jesus died or walked off the job, every
single human who ever trusted Him would instantly be in hell with every
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human who refused to trust Him. As long as Christ lives, He will serve
as our priest to plead with God to forgive our sins.

Suddenly we realize how critical the eternal sonship of Jesus Christ
is. I have known people who have been engaged in long-lasting
litigation. At the beginning of the court battle, they retained an attorney.
The attorney did a lot of work by compiling affidavits, eyewitness
accounts, and issuing subpoenas. That translates into a lot of money and
expenses. But then after all the work, the attorney died —which required
the retaining of a new attorney who had to reinvent the wheel, gather all
the information again which again cost a lot of money. That never
happens with our Advocate Jesus Christ the righteous one. He will be on
the job for eternity.

Jesus Offers the Perfect, Eternal Sacrifice (vv.25-28).

Our Priest makes intercession for us for eternity. His sacrifice is
sufficient for all who draw near to God. Consequently, he is able to save
to the uttermost those who draw near to God through him (v.25a). The
word uttermost addresses three aspects of the salvation found in Christ’s
work. First, it answers the question about extremity.
There is no sinner so vile that the blood of Christ is not sufficient to save
him or her. While a sinner may choose not to trust Christ, that does not
limit the power of His intercessory work. Indeed, none of us are better
or more sanctified sinners than anyone else. All of us have sinned and all
of us have fallen short of God’s mark of acceptance. Whether you miss
the target by an inch or a mile makes no difference—you still missed.
But Jesus is able to save sinners of all sorts.

Then there is the matter of extent. How clean does Christ’s
salvation make sinners? His blood throughly cleanses us from the blot
of sin. It is not as though the blood of Christ gets us on the right road and
then the rest is up to us. Rather, the guilt and stain of our sins must be
completely expunged in order for us to enter the eternal presence of God.
Isaiah put the issue like this: “Come now, let us reason together,” says
the LORD: “though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as
snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall become like wool”
(Isaiah 1:18). There is no need to spend time in a mythical purgatory
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where you can be saved some more. Jesus saves the repentant sinner
completely at the moment of regeneration. 

Finally, there is the question of eternity. For how long does the
work of Christ save the repentant sinner? To the uttermost refers also to
time and beyond time. There is no need for us to check the expiration
date of the new covenant—there is none. Jesus saves repentant sinners
forever.

This gift is for those who draw near to God through Jesus Christ.
Jesus taught that He was the door, the only way for sinners to come to
right terms with their Creator. We have all sinned against Him and need
to go to Him and confess the sin to make things right.
But how can we approach the offended God? We draw near to God
through the “door” that God Himself provided. Yes, the Holy God is
deeply offended by our sins against Him and rejection of Him. But,
because He also loves us so much, He provided the door that gives us
entrance to Him. That truth was born out by Jesus when, Thomas said to
him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the
way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No
one comes to the Father except through me” (John 14:5-6).

No substitute mediator will give us the necessary entrance to God
because there is no acceptable substitute mediator. Therefore, praying to
dead, man-made saints is of no value. Trusting in the intercession of
human priests, popes, or religious figures will leave us estranged from
our Creator. Praying in the name of Mary is to reject Jesus the God-
ordained door and will never result in answered prayer.

How is that Jesus can save to the uttermost? He lives forever in
order to intercede forever. He can save to the uttermost, since he always
lives to make intercession for them (v.25b). Jesus saves sinners to the
uttermost because He intercedes for them. He represents them to God.
He applies His blood for the forgiveness of the repentant sinner’s sins.
The new saint loves Christ, honors the Heavenly Father, but invariably
will fall into sin. What is he or she to do? If we confess our sins, he is
faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness (1 John 1:9). To make intercession for the saints’ sins,
Jesus does not have to make a new sacrifice. The one sacrifice on calvary
2,000 years ago is sufficient forever. When we confess our sin, God the
Son simply says to God the Father, “He’s Mine. I bought Him with My
blood.”
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Jesus lives to do this. On the one hand, we rejoice that God the Son
lives forever. As long as He lives, He continues to intercede for us. We
are thankful that He cannot die. On the other hand, we rejoice that this
is Jesus’ reason for living. He is the mighty God, the King of kings, the
Creator, the Judge. But He lives forever to represent me before God. 

It requires the perfect Priest to offer the perfect sacrifice (vv.26-
28). The eternal Priest must be perfectly holy (vv.26-27). It is fitting that
the Priest who pleads His own blood for us is perfect. For it was indeed
fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, innocent, unstained,
separated from sinners, and exalted above the heavens (v.26). What
wonderful news for us to be reminded that our high priest is perfect. He
is holy— completely separated from sin unto righteousness. He is
innocent — having never sinned. He is unstained — bearing no blemish
in His character because of sin. Therefore He is wholly unlike us. He is
majestically exalted above the heavens.

This reality should cause us to think about a few logical
conclusions. Our high priest is able to represent us before the Holy God
because He Himself is perfect. At the same time, because He was in
human form, He is able to sympathize with our weaknesses. But He
never sinned, never took on the nature of our weaknesses. So why do we
desire and attempt to cast the Perfect Intercessor in our own fleshly
weaknesses? For example, why do some so-called followers of Christ
seek to make Him emotionally weak, tolerant of sin, or more interested
in making the creature comfortable in sin than drawing the creature into
conformity with perfection?

Being perfect, Jesus is far superior to our experiences with human
priests. He has no need, like those high priests, to offer sacrifices daily,
first for his own sins and then for those of the people, since he did this
once for all when he offered up himself (v.27). Our Lord’s one sacrifice
of Himself is sufficient for all sin for all eternity. The human priest
offered a temporary sacrifice for his own sins and then for the sins of the
people. Jesus offered one permanent sacrifice, one time for all time. 

This idea of Christ offering pardon for sin at one point to cover all
time is found three other times in the New Testament writings. Paul
taught, For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he
lives he lives to God (Romans 6:10). Here in the letter to the Hebrews it
shows up two other times. Once where we read, He entered once for all
into the holy places, not by means of the blood of goats and calves but
by means of his own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption
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(Hebrews 9:12). It shows up again in chapter ten, And by that will we
have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ
once for all (Hebrews 10:10). The work of Jesus is finished once and for
all time.

Therefore, the eternal Priest is far superior to human priests.
According to the law, human priests served with all their weaknesses.
For the law appoints men in their weakness as high priests (v.28a). The
law required mere humans to serve. The down side to that is that all
humans naturally bring weakness with them. Therefore, in wonderful
contrast, with an oath God appointed the prefect Priest. Those old priests
failed, but the word of the oath, which came later than the law, appoints
a Son who has been made perfect forever (v.28b). God has appointed
Jesus Christ to be our priest. His oath, His covenant is rooted in the
blood of Christ and is eternally certain.

We should enjoy great confidence knowing that our High Priest
intercedes for us forever. As long as He lives, we can have assurance of
sins forgiven. We have assurance!
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