
Persecuted for Righteousness Sake    Matthew 5:10-12 

 

Introduction: 1.  In Matthew 5:10-12 we have a conclusion to the previous beatitudes given by Jesus in vs. 2-9… 

  2.  Every believer can expect persecution for righteousness sake… Acts 14:22; II Timothy 3:12 

3.  This is not a very comfortable thing to meditate upon in our day of prevalent “feel-goodism” but it is true. 

Lesson:  Genuine discipleship for Jesus Christ will cost pain and opposition… 

 

I. The Historical Fact of the Persecution of Christians… 

A. It runs consistently throughout the Bible… 

1. Abel, I John 3:12 

2. The children of Israel in Egypt… 

3. Daniel and his friends in Babylon… 

4. Jeremiah cast into the inner prison, Jeremiah 33 

5. The Early church, Acts 8:1 

B. It is a reality throughout the history of the church… 

1. The Reformation leaders like Latimer in England… 

2. The Puritans, Covenanters and our Baptist forefathers… 

C. Jesus taught Persecutions reality and certainty... 

John 16:33; 15:18-20 

D. Persecution even today…  

The majority of the church around the world lives in difficulty facing real persecution… 

II. The Meaning and Nature of Persecution… 

A. Literally it means to pursue… 

B. It is happening… “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you…” 

C. It’s not always severe and intense; it may be simply the pressure of the unbelieving world… 

D. We see it every day… 

III. The Reason for Persecution… 

A. For Righteousness sake… 

1. Justification… 

Observation: The world never has and never will like salvation by grace… 

2. Sanctification… 

Observation: Doing those things that are pleasing to God and almost always in opposition to the unbelieving world… 

Lesson:  Christians are resolved to have their priorities right… Therefore… 

 

IV. The Proper Way for us to View or Think About the Persecution of Christians… 

A.  Seek to help and pray daily… Hebrews 13:3 

B.  Walk by faith and not by sight… 

C.  Remember Jesus said, “Blessed are you when…” 

1.  Persecution strengthens and often purifies the church… 

2.  Persecution is often used to teach us that we are not our own… Daniel 3:16-18 cf. II Corinthians 1:8-11 

3.  Persecution is a blessing when it is for Jesus’ sake… John 15:20-21 

4.  Those persecuted for righteousness sake are really blessed because one day they will be brought safe to Heaven… 

 Acts 7:54ff 

Application: 

 


