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“The Lord's Prayer Request” 

John 17:9-12 

 
INTRO: 
 

The disciples, the eleven faithful followers and students of the Lord Jesus Christ were 
special people. They were not special because of their backgrounds or gifts. They were special 
because the Lord Jesus Christ saved them out of this world. While these disciples had a very 
important role to play in God’s plan for His church, the request that Jesus asked of the Father 
for them applies to us also. 
 

He did not state his request until verse 11. Still, the rational for the request appears 

before the request itself in Christ’s prayer. The request is two-fold.  
“Father, keep them in your name, which you have given me, that they may be 
one, even as we are one.”  

In our study today we will look at this request in two parts: 
 I. Why The Father Should Keep The Disciples. (v. 9-11a) 
II. How The Father Will Keep Them.(v. 11b-12) 
 
I. Why The Father Should Keep The Disciples. (v. 9-11a) 

 
A. Before we can understand the significance of the Lord’s request, we need to understand 
why the Father needed to protect the disciples. First, the disciples were not part of the 
world, but belonged to Christ Himself.  

“I am praying for them. I am not praying for the world but for those whom you 
have given me, for they are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I 
am glorified in them.” (John 17:9-10).  
 

1. Although the Lord Jesus came into the world to deliver the lost world to God the 
Father, yet He did not pray for the world here in these two verses. Jesus prayed 
specifically for the disciples. This is because while the Son may love the world, there is a 
special kind of love that He has for those who belong to Him in salvation. Later in   

1 John 3:1, this same Apostle described this love.  
“Behold, what manner of love is this, that we should be called the Children of 
God. Therefore the world does not know us, because it did not know Him.” 
 

2. The word “world” can mean many things. First, the “world” could be the sum total 
of all beings above the animal kingdom upon the earth – all human beings can be the 
“world.” Second, the “world” can mean the earth upon which we all live. Third, the 
word “world” may mean the ungodly, sinful, Satan dominated system that is hostile to 
God. Jesus is talking about this “world” in this prayer in John 17. 
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B. Why is the Lord Jesus concerned that the Father keep His disciples in this world? He 
understood that the world is a dangerous place. The “world” is dangerous for several 
reasons. 

 
1. This “world” is dangerous because it under the dominant influence of Satan.  

John 14:30 “I will no longer talk much with you, for the ruler of this world is 
coming, and he has nothing in Me."  

Satan is real and he actively opposes all of those who belong to the Lord Jesus. Satan is 
out looking to destroy us, and he would succeed if God the Father was not actively 
protecting us. 

 
This world is dangerous also because it cannot understand us. Because the “world” 
cannot understand us it persecutes us.    (John 15:18-19) 

"If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me before it hated you. If you were 
of the world, the world would love its own. Yet because you are not of the world, 
but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you." 
 

This world is dangerous because it can lure us away from God.    (1 John 2:15-17) 
“Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the 
love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world; the lust of the flesh, 
the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life; is not of the Father but is of the world. 
And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God 
abides forever.” 
 

C. The Father needed to keep Christ’s disciples because they belonged to Him. While it is 
true that everyone in the world belongs to God in the sense that He is their Creator, but 
Jesus has something much more specific in mind here.  We are His in that He has set His 
love upon us and saved us that we might be with Him throughout all eternity. A great 
blessing that we also can appreciate is that our Lord has claimed all of us who believe in Him 
as His very own. 

 
D. The Father needs to keep the disciples in the last place because the Lord Jesus would no 
longer be in the world to protect them. (v.11b) 

 
1.  The disciples walked with the Lord Jesus incarnate in human flesh. He was always 
with them to protect them, rebuke, and correct them. He delivered them when they 
needed deliverance. 

 
2. Everything was going to change. Jesus was going away.  He would die, be buried and 
rise again on the third day and then forty days later He would ascend to the right hand of 
the Father. Who was going to take care of them then? God the Father would keep them. 
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II. How The Father Will Keep Them.(v. 11b-12) 
 

A. How is the Father going to keep us? The Lord Jesus prayed in verse 11; 
“And I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to 
you. Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have given me, that they 
may be one, even as we are one.” (John 17:11)  

First, the Lord Jesus prayed the Father would keep the disciples “in His Name.”  

 
1.This meant Jesus wanted the Father to protect and keep these disciples and us by 
extension in all that He is. Every attribute that God is and God has is used in protecting 
us, providing for us, and using us in this present world.  

 
2. While doing research for my dissertation I read a sermon written in 1735 by Gilbert 
Tennant entitled, A Solemn Warning to the Secure World from a God of Terrible 
Majesty. The premise of the sermon was that God would use every attribute He 
possessed against anyone who remains unconverted. Our Lord’s statement here assures 
us that all that God is and has He uses to protect and take care of us. 
 
3. 1 Peter 1:3–5 “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

According to His great mercy, He has caused us to be born again to a living 
hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance 
that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who by 
God’s power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be 
revealed in the last time.” 

 

C. Second, the Lord asked God the Father to keep them in His name in order, “that they 
may be one, even as we are one.” (John 17:11) This phrase has been the source of 
all manner of interpretations. Let us make some observations. The phrase opens with a 
statement that means “in order that.” The Father keeping us in Who He is, causes us to be 
one like the Father and Son are one. How are the Father and Son one? Is it by seeking the 
least common denominator between them? No, they are one because they are one in 
purpose and will. We need to strive to be one by being as close to the Father and the Son as 
we can be. 
 

What do we learn from this prayer request? 
 

First, we learn about the peril that is all around us in the world system. The world is not our 
friend and we need to be on guard against its influences in our lives. 

 
Second, we need to relish in our relationship with the living God. How wonderful it is to be 
able to sing.  

“As long as God and I shall be, I am His and He is mine!” 
 


