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God’s Call For His People To Be A Treasured Possession Requires Faithfulness To God’s Gospel Purposes, (vs. 1 – 29) 
 

• God’s Divine Purpose Is To Demonstrate His Mercy To The Rebellious As Illustrated In His People, (vs. 13 – 29) 
 

4.  The Lord’s Wrath Burning Against Man’s Wickedness Is Not Unfounded Or Premature, (vs. 16) 
 
16.1) Sinful Rebellion Is Not Accidental, Incidental Or Occidental              “Behold, You Had Sinned (Perf)”- 
“Is the law then contrary to the promises of God? Certainly not! For if a law had been given that could give life, then 
righteousness would indeed be by the law. But the Scripture imprisoned everything under sin, so that the promise by faith in 
Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe. Now before faith came, we were held captive under the law, imprisoned until the 
coming faith would be revealed. So then, the law was our guardian until Christ came, in order that we might be justified by faith. 
But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian, for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith.” 
(Galatians 3:21–26, ESV) 
 
16.2) Sinful Rebellion Is Not Monumental Or Temperamental          “You Had Made (Perf) Yourselves”- 
“For they themselves report concerning us the kind of reception we had among you, and how you turned to God from idols to 
serve the living and true God, and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the 
wrath to come. For you yourselves know, brothers, that our coming to you was not in vain. But though we had already suffered 
and been shamefully treated at Philippi, as you know, we had boldness in our God to declare to you the gospel of God in the midst 
of much conflict. For our appeal does not spring from error or impurity or any attempt to deceive, but just as we have been 
approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel, so we speak, not to please man, but to please God who tests our hearts.” (1 
Thessalonians 1:9–2:4, ESV)  
 
16.3) Sinful Rebellion Is Fundamental          “Turned (Perf) Aside Quickly (Inf) From The Way”- 
“Since therefore it remains for some to enter it, and those who formerly received the good news failed to enter because of 
disobedience, again he appoints a certain day, “Today,” saying through David so long afterward, in the words already quoted, 
“Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts.” For if Joshua had given them rest, God would not have spoken of 
another day later on. So then, there remains a Sabbath rest for the people of God, for whoever has entered God’s rest has also 
rested from his works as God did from his. Let us therefore strive to enter that rest, so that no one may fall by the same sort of 
disobedience. For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of 
spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart. And no creature is hidden from his sight, 
but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must give account.” (Hebrews 4:6–13, ESV)  
 
1) “But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since 
these things happened. Moreover, some women of our company amazed us. They were at the tomb early in the 
morning, and when they did not find his body, they came back saying that they had even seen a vision of angels, who 
said that he was alive. Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, 
but him they did not see.” 2) And he said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets 
have spoken! 3) Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter into his glory?” 4) And 
beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning 
himself.” (Luke 24:21–27, ESV)  
 
1)  It is easy to miss God’s purposes when we view things through our earthly perspective. 
2)  Believing what God has purposed seems foolish to the natural man. 
3)  It requires supernatural understanding to see God’s glory. 
4)  God’s glory is revealed in God’s word to those who will stop and listen. 
 
How have you deceived yourself into thinking that God’s wrath on your rebellion is unfounded? 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
5.  The Intrinsic Wickedness Of Man Makes Men Unfit To Receive God’s Holy Law, (vs. 17) 
6.  Only Humble Submission To God’s Holiness Will Stem The Terrible Wrath Of God On Sin, (vs. 18) 
7.  Only A Reverent Fear Of God’s Authority To Judge Man’s Wickedness Will Incline His Ear To Our Petitions, (19) 
8.  Only The Pious Intercession Of God’s People Will Stem God’s Judgment Enacted Upon Those Who Lead, (vs. 20) 
9.  Only A Radical Cutting Off Of Wickedness Is The True Measure Of Genuine Repentance, (vs. 21) 
 


