
John (66): Jesus and Lazarus (2)            Hymns 219, projected hymn, 596  
 

I mentioned last week, that the entire 11th chapter concerns the last of seven sign miracles recorded by John—

vv1-16 we have the PREFACE to the miracle, vv17-44 the PARTICULARS of the miracle, and vv45-57 the 

CONSEQENCES of the miracle...  

 

Thus, vv1-16 all take place before Jesus comes to Bethany to raise Lazarus—in vv1-6 our Savior intended to 

teach Mary and Martha (as we saw last week), in vv7-16 He intended to teach His disciples (as we shall see 

this morning)... 

 

I want to suggest,  that fundamentally, our Savior desired to teach them two broad lessons—a lesson about life 

(vv7-10), and, a lesson about death (vv11-16)—that is to say, although this chapter largely concerns the raising 

of Lazarus, our Savior also intended to teach Mary, Martha, and His disciples, various lessons—our Savior 

was multi-tasking...  

 

I.   A Lesson About Life—vv7-10 

II.  A Lesson About Death—vv11-16  

 

I.   A Lesson About Life—vv7-10 

 

1. Before I come to these verses directly, let me say in general, for every Christian, life is a prolonged 

classroom... 

2. Three times in these verses, John refers to "the disciples"—that is, the twelve disciples elsewhere called 

the apostles...   

3. The word "disciple" literally means "learner"—it refers to someone who follows and is taught by a rabbi or 

master... 

4. Thus, obviously, by "disciples" here is meant, the twelve disciples, who uniquely walked and lived with 

Christ... 

5. But, all Christians are disciples without exception—we all are to follow Christ, and learn from Christ as 

our Master... 

6. Here's my point—our Savior used everyday events to teach His disciples lessons—class was in session all 

day...   

7. And so, before I come more directly to this fist heading, let me suggest this point says something to us as 

Christians, and to us as parents... 

8. [a] To us as Christians—I think some of us have the tendency to view, Sunday and Wednesday, as 

teaching times... 

9. And these are teaching times, and they are vital to our health—Christ formally teaches us through His 

word... 

10. Furthermore, we should reading and studying our Bibles daily—through which Christ also teaches His 

people... 

11. But—and here's my point—Christ also teaches us through the everyday affairs and events of the day and 

week...  

12. Thus, every event, big or small, good or bad, should be viewed as a lesson, in which Christ is instructing 

us... 

13. For example, perhaps you are enduring a prolonged sickness, intense struggles at work, or financial 

hardships... 

14. You must ask yourself the question—What is Christ intending to teach me through these tuff and difficult 

times...   

15. [b] To us as parents—that is, our Savior's example here toward His children (disciples), needs to be 

followed... 

16. Deut.6:6-7—"And these words which I command you today shall be in your heart. You shall teach them 

diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, 

when you lie down, and when you rise up..." 
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17. Thus, our Savior desired to use the events of this chapter, as means to instruct them on life (vv7-10) and 

death (vv11-16)... 

18. And so, in coming to our Savior's lesson about life, I largely want to turn your focus to His words in verses 

9-10... 

19. In verses 7-8, our Savior reveals His intention to return to Judea—both Jerusalem and Bethany, were in 

Judea... 

20. The last time He was in Jerusalem, the Jews sought to kill Him—and so His disciples wonder about 

returning there... 

21. V8—"The disciples said to Him, Rabbi, lately the Jews sought to stone You, and are You going there 

again..."  

22. Thus—their question or concern was likely twofold—they were concerned about Christ and about 

themselves... 

23. If Christ was to return to Judea (Jerusalem), He would no doubt be put to death, and this concerned the 

disciples... 

24. But, no doubt, they were also concerned about themselves, for surely, their fate was closely related to His 

fate... 

25. Thus, our Savior responds to these concerns, with a beautiful illustration about the length of light in a 

single day... 

26. V9—"Are there not twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks in the day, he does not stumble, because he 

sees the light of this world..." 

27. Both the Jews and Romans typically divided the day into 12 hours—this went from sunrise to sunset each 

day...    

28. The point being—we must use the 12 hours of daylight wisely—walking is easier if done while the sun 

shines... 

29. V10—"But if one walks in the night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him"—walking in the dark is 

more difficult...  

30. On the surface, the illustration is easy to understand—there is only 12 hrs in a day, for us to finish our 

journey... 

31. But—I trust our Savior means more than this—He's obviously using this imagery to teach deeper and 

fuller truth... 

32. [1] Life is short and precious—that is, there's only 12 hours in a day—thus, every minute is precious and 

must be used wisely... 

33. The application of this to our Savior is obvious—He came into this world to finish the work given Him by 

His Father... 

34. He had to go to Judea to finish His work—our Savior never wasted time—He was busy with His Father's 

work...  

35. Jn.9:4—"I must work the works of Him who sent Me while it is day; the night is coming when no one can 

work..." 

36. Our Savior's journey was coming to an end—He was presently in the 12th hour—and He must finish His 

work... 

37. The application of this principle to us is obvious—we only have 12 hours of day, which must be used 

wisely... 

38. Ps.90:12—"So teach us to number our days, that we may gain a heart of wisdom"—knowing time is short 

(Eph.5:16; Col.4:5)... 

39. [2] Life is determined by God—by this I mean, God Himself determines how many hours of light are in a 

single day...   

40. Just as God has determined that the day has 12 hours in it—so He has determined how many years we 

live...  

41. A.W. Pink—"What the Lord her assures His disciples, is, that His death could not take place before the 

time appointed by the Father..." 

42. Now, in the context I suggest that our Savior is saying this to His disciples as a means to encourage and 

strengthen them... 

43. Remember—they were expressing concern about what awaiting Him, and by way of inference them, in 

Judea...  
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44. In other words—our Savior means something like this—Your days have all been numbered so don't be 

afraid... 

45. Dear brethren, there is a sense in which Christians should never fear man, because all he can do is kill the 

body... 

46. And, God has already determined when that will happen—either by sickness, a car accident, or death by 

stake...  

47. Ps.139:16—"Your eyes saw my substance, being yet unformed. And in Your book they all were written, 

the days fashioned for me, when as yet there were none of them..." 

48. A.W. Pink—"God has allotted to each man a time to do his life's work, and no calamity, no so-called 

accident can shorted it. Can man make the sun set one hour earlier? Neither can he shorted by an hour his  

life's day..." 

49. [3] Life is walking in the light—here I suggest our Savior's imagery of light and darkness, goes beyond 

duration... 

50. In other words—to walk in light and darkness—describes two kinds of people—who live very different 

lives... 

51. Now—I suggest this is evident from the language itself—notice carefully how our Savior describes these 

two people... 

52. V9—"If anyone walks in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world"  v10—"But 

if one walks in the night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him..." 

53. Notice, our Savior describes two kinds of people—one walks in the day, doesn't stumble, and sees the light 

of the world  

54. The other (v10)—walks in the night, stumbles, "because the light is not in him"—that is—the light of the 

world... 

55. Thus—I suggest, that ultimately our Savior is speaking about Himself, and contrasting His disciples with 

others... 

56. Jn.8:12—"I am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of 

life..." 

57. Here—I want to answer the question—What does it mean to walk in the light—from the context I suggest 

three things... 

58. [a] It's to have confidence in God—there's something comforting about sunlight—it brings a sense of 

security... 

59. Thus—our Savior is saying—yes, danger will await us in Judea, but fear not, for we walk in light not 

darkness... 

60. V16—"Then Thomas, who is called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, Let us also go, that we may die 

with Him..." 

61. Although this statement may be mixed with some ignorance (arrogance), it illustrates the point I am 

making...  

62. Ps.27:1-2—"The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The LORD is the strength of my 

life; of whom shall I be afraid? When the wicked came against me to eat up my flesh, my enemies and 

foes, they stumbled and fell. Though an army may encamp against me, my heart shall not fear; though war 

may rise against me, in this I will be confident (Prov.3:21-26)..." 

63. [b] It's to have direction from God—those in darkness stumble, because they don't know where they are 

going...  

64. But those in light, have had their spiritual eyes opened—they walk with understanding, and no longer with 

ignorance... 

65. They now have knowledge about God, about themselves, about salvation, about this world, and about 

eternity... 

66. Prov.4:18-19—"But the path of he just is like the shining sun, that shines ever brighter unto the perfect day. 

The way of the wicked is like darkness; they do not know what makes them stumble..." 

67. [c] It's to have fellowship with God—those who walk in the light, walk in harmony and fellowship with 

God...  

68. This no doubt was a great encouragement to our Savour, for He always walked in perfect fellowship with 

His Father... 
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69. But, this should have been great encouragement to His disciples also—for they did not go to Judea alone, 

v7—"Let us go to Judea again..." 

70. 1Jn.1:6-7—"If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice 

the truth. But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the 

blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin..." 

 

II.  A Lesson About Death—vv11-16  

 

1. Having taught His disciples various lessons about life, He now intends to teach them important lessons 

about death... 

2. In particular, He intends to use the death of Lazarus as a means to teach His disciples three things about 

death... 

3. [1] Death is universal—I get this from v11—"our friend Lazarus sleeps, but I go that I may wake him 

up..." 

4. Last week I made the point, that our Savior loved Lazarus, and that this love did not except him from 

dying... 

5. Lazarus, a pious man who loved Christ, and was eternally loved by Christ—DIED, v14—"Lazarus is 

dead..." 

6. In other words—every person dies—those who love Christ, and those loved by Christ—they too all will 

die... 

7. Let me put it this way—death doesn't mean you are an enemy of Christ, for His friends die as much as His 

enemies... 

8. [2] Death is defeated—though all men die, not all men die alike, because for the Christian, death has been 

defeated... 

9. V15—"And I am glad for your sakes that I was not there, that you may believe. Nevertheless let us go to 

him..." 

10. Our Savior was glad—not that Lazarus died—but that He was not there—so that they would witness this 

miracle... 

11. Our Savior intended to raise Lazarus from the dead, and thereby show them that He holds power over the 

grave...   

12. Here our Savior tells us, what a primary purpose of this miracle was—"that you may believe"—believe 

two things... 

13. [a] That He had power over spiritual death—we must remember—John expressly describes these miracles 

as signs... 

14. They were pictures of gospel truth—they illustrated spiritual realties—they intentionally pointed to the 

gospel...  

15. Thus—if you remember—His sign miracles were intended to point to both—the PERSON and WORK of 

Christ... 

16. It's for this reason, as we shall see in the next few weeks—the resurrection of Lazarus beautifully 

illustrates salvation... 

17. [b] That He had power over physical death—He intended to teach them that bodily death was a defeated 

enemy... 

18. Thus—though death remains an enemy for the Christian, it's not something that Christians should fear or 

dread... 

19. Now—here I want to address a question that admittedly is NOT that easy to answer—Why do Christians 

die... 

20. Well, let me say in the first place, that, though Christians die they do NOT die in the same way sinners 

die... 

21. Sinners die as a judgment of God—their death is a part of their sentence—it is a manifestation of God's 

wrath... 

22. But NOT so with the saints—their death is not a judicial judgment—for our Savior has already died for us 

in that sense... 

23. But Christians die merely as the consequence of this fallen world, just as they suffer sickness and other 

things... 
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24. Brakel—"Even though dying is an experience common to all men, there is nevertheless a great difference 

between the death of the ungodly and of he believer. The ungodly face death as their prosecutor, and as a 

punishment upon sin...Believers are also subject to death. it is only a chastisement, however, for the Lord 

has born the punishment for all their sins and has delivered believers from them...Death is for them a 

passage to eternal life..." 

25. Perhaps the simplest way to put it would be—nonChristians die in Adam, whereas, Christians die IN 

CHRIST... 

26. Rev.14:13—"Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on"—they die in loving union with 

Christ...  

27. J.C Ryle—"A dead saint lying in the grave is not cut off from Christ's love: even in his grave, he is still the 

friend of Christ..." 

28. Thomas Boston—"Though death separates the soul from the body, it cannot separate the body from the 

Lord Jesus Christ. Even death is to them but sleep in Jesus. They continue members of Christ, though in a 

grave. Their dust is precious dust; laid up in the grave as in their Lord's cabinet..." 

29. [3] Death is temporary—here I especially think of the word "sleep"—"our friend Lazarus sleeps"—that is, 

is dead...  

30. At first the disciples were confused by this statement—they thought that He meant Lazarus was literally 

sleeping... 

31. V13—"However, Jesus spoke of his death, but they thought that He was speaking about taking rest in 

sleep..." 

32. Thus—the question I want to here answer is—Why does Scripture liken the death of believers, to 

SLEEP?... 

33. Well—before I do that, let me say in the first place—Scripture only refers to the death of the righteous in 

this way... 

34. That is to say—Scripture nowhere describes the dead of the wicked as sleeping—it's reserved for God's 

people... 

35. But—let me also say—both the Old and New Testaments describe the death of God's people as FALLING 

ASLEEP... 

36. Acts 13:36—"For David, after he had served his own generation by the will of God, fell asleep, was buried 

with his fathers, and saw corruption..." 

37. Every Christian, from the very beginning of time, when they died, their bodies fell asleep—Old and New 

Testaments... 

38. Thus—the fundamental reason why Scripture speaks of death as sleep, is because death is ONLY 

temporary... 

39. That is—there's a sense in which the body only sleeps for a night, and will, in the morning, rise from its 

sleep... 

40. Let me tie this back to our Savior's illustration in vv9-10—just as life consists of 12 hrs, so death is only 

12 hrs... 

41. The body of a dead Christian is precious—it lies in the grave, in union with Christ—it will rise again in the 

morning... 

42. It now only sleeps—waiting for Christ's return—waiting to hear that powerful voice—Lazarus, come 

forth... 

 


