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SERMON:  When Tolerance Is No Virtue  
TEXT:         Revelation 2:12-29

Introduction

  A.  In our American culture, which is part of the kingdom of this world, it is increasingly popular to view                  

 toleration as the supreme virtue.  Not toleration of Christ in the public arena.  Not toleration of all    

Christlike values, but toleration of sexual immorality and deviancy, toleration of killing unborn children    

for convenience, toleration of marital betrayal, toleration of breaking or not enforcing certain laws,    

toleration of lying as a way of life in the personal and political realms, toleration of distorted gospels and     

false religions.  This is not surprising in a country that has been influenced by Christianity and to some    

degree still is, but is clearly not a truly Christian nation.

  B. But Christians, give thanks to God that in His coming kingdom, of which we are citizens, toleration of sin        

will never again be regarded as a virtue and never again be practiced.   

  C.  Yet even as we give thanks, Christ wants us to realize through the examples of His churches at Pergamum and

Thyatira that it is probably easier than we realize for Christ’s churches to slip into tolerating some of the

sinful practices, values, and teachings of our culture for a host of reasons.  We might be subtly tempted by

the desire to remain popular in the community, to keep up our numbers and dollar contributions, to avoid

conflict and even persecution.

  D.  Therefore, notice that when Jesus finishes addressing each individual church, He wants all the churches to    

hear and heed (act on) what He says  ... 

Revelation 2:17   'He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.' 

Revelation 2:29   'He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.' 

  E.  When Christ speaks to each church, He includes the following elements for all the churches to feed upon:

      1.  Christ gives the church a vision of Himself

      2.  Christ commends the church for conformity to His image

      3.  Christ rebukes the church for nonconformity to His image

      4.  Christ warns and calls the church to repentance

      5.  Christ promises grace and glory to those who overcome by faith in Christ

I.  Christ gives the churches a vision of Himself, reminding us of Who He is.

Revelation 2:12 "And to the angel of the church in Pergamum write: The One who has the sharp

two-edged sword says this:

Revelation 2:18   "And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write: The Son of God, who has

eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet are like burnished bronze, says this: 

  A.  The “sharp two-edged sword,” “eyes like a flame of fire,” and “feet like burnished bronze” remind us of the     

vision Christ gave of Himself to the churches in chapter 1.  We always need reminding to keep the    

vision of Christ before us.



Revelation 1:14  His head and His hair were white like white wool, like snow; and His eyes were

like a flame of fire.  His feet were like burnished bronze, when it has been made to glow in a 15

furnace, and His voice was like the sound of many waters.  In His right hand He held seven 16

stars, and out of His mouth came a sharp two-edged sword; and His face was like the sun

shining in its strength. 

      1.  The power of the sword represents the power over life and death.  While the Roman governor in Pergamum

was given the power of the sword in this life, he himself will be judged by the one who ultimately holds the

sword over eternal life and death.

Acts 10:42 "And He ordered us to preach to the people, and solemnly to testify that this is

the One who has been appointed by God as Judge of the living and the dead.

      2.  Jesus, by His very word, will execute judgment on all unbelievers.  This truth is symbolized in the visions of 

Christ in Revelation by depicting Him with a double edged sword protruding from His mouth.

Isaiah 11:4 But with righteousness He will judge the poor, and decide with fairness for the

afflicted of the earth; And He will strike the earth with the rod of His mouth, and with the breath

of His lips He will slay the wicked.

Revelation 19:15 From His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it He may strike down

the nations, and He will rule them with a rod of iron; and He treads the wine press of the fierce

wrath of God, the Almighty. ...   And the rest were killed with the sword which came from the21

mouth of Him who sat on the horse .... 

      3.  This aspect of the vision of Jesus in chapter 1 particularly fits the situation of the church at Pergamum, as both

an encouragement in the face of martyrdom (Antipas) and a warning.

a.  Warning:  Christ stands over the church as an impending judge (2:12,16).

b.  Encouragement:  Earthly judges who abuse their power of the sword will answer to Him who ultimately

has the sword.  The faithful will in the end be vindicated.

  B.  Eyes like a flame of fire indicate that Christ sees into the deepest, darkest corners of the human heart.      

Nothing is secret or hidden from Him.  Along with this, feet of burnished bronze might not only speak to     

the stability of His kingly rule, but because Thyatira was known for its unique, secret process of    

producing high quality bronze, Christ is indicating that their “secrets” are no secret to Him.

Revelation 2:18   "And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write: The Son of God, who has

eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet are like burnished bronze, says this: ...  'And I will kill 23

her children with pestilence, and all the churches will know that I am He who searches the

minds and hearts; ....

  C.  Christ gives us a vision of Himself to which all who have eyes to see and ears to hear will respond.

II.  Christ commends the churches for conformity to His image.

Revelation 2:13   'I know where you dwell, where Satan's throne is; and you hold fast My

name, and did not deny My faith even in the days of Antipas, My witness, My faithful one,

who was killed among you, where Satan dwells. 

Revelation 2:19   'I know your deeds, and your love and faith and service and perseverance,

and that your deeds of late are greater than at first. 

  A.  What the church at Pergamum is doing is huge, heroic.  In spite of one of their members being martyred in



a city extremely counter-Christian, they continue to hold fast to their profession of Christ as their 

Lord.  Pergamum was the provincial capital and promoter of the Emperor cult, first to build a temple to     

an emperor (Augustus).  Temples to various gods were built and maintained there, including the temple    

of Dionysus, goddess of wine and revelry, and a temple to Zeus was prominent on the acropolis at                 

Pergamum which rose 800 - 1000 feet above the valley.  Today its remains have been reassembled in a        

museum in Berlin, Germany.  The temple itself looked like a seat or throne, (was this “Satan’s throne”?)

  B.  The church of Thyatira is growing wonderfully in the image of Christ’s love, faith, service, and    

perseverance.  Both churches have much to commend them to the other churches.  But both are

tolerating in their churches what our righteous, wise, loving Good Shepherd would never tolerate.

III.  Christ rebukes the churches for tolerating that which wars against His image.

Revelation 2:14   'But I have a few things against you, because you have there some who

hold the teaching of Balaam, who kept teaching Balak to put a stumbling block before the

sons of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols and to commit acts of immorality.  'So you 15

also have some who in the same way hold the teaching of the Nicolaitans. 

Revelation 2:20  'But I have this against you, that you tolerate the woman Jezebel, who calls

herself a prophetess, and she teaches and leads My bond-servants astray so that they

commit acts of immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols.  'I gave her time to repent, 21

and she does not want to repent of her immorality. 

      

  A.  Notice that Jesus has zero tolerance for unrepentant sin in His churches.  Zero tolerance does not mean that    

Jesus does not first call them to repentance, and thus give them time to repent.  But once they refuse to    

repent, it is time for discipline or punishment.  Failure to do this, claiming “love” and “grace,” is a    

distortion of Christ’s definition of His love and grace.

  B.  Isn’t this how the Lord in His Word teaches us to love our children?  We patiently teach them, correct    

them, call them to repent when they sin, but if they don’t repent, we discipline them for their good.

Proverbs 13:24  He who withholds his rod hates his son, but he who loves him disciplines him

diligently. 

Proverbs 29:15   The rod and reproof give wisdom, but a child who gets his own way brings

shame to his mother. 

1 Timothy 3:4  He must be one who manages his own household well, keeping his children under

control with all dignity  but if a man does not know how to manage his own household, how 5

will he take care of the church of God?

      1.  Some people confuse repentance with compensation.  Example:  Your wife becomes annoyed with a     

chair that has 1 leg significantly shorter than the other and asks you to fix it.  You take a magazine and    

put it under the leg and say, “There!”  In fact, the chair’s flaw has not been corrected, just compensated     

for by adding a magazine.  The chair itself is still in an unsatisfactory state.

      2.  Jesus commends these two churches for many and increasing acts and attitudes of faithfulness and love,    

but such acts do not correct or compensate for the flaw in the church’s obedience to Christ, which is to    

be nothing less than whole hearted.  Faithfulness to Christ cannot be compartmentalized.  Sincerity      

and truth require wholeheartedness. 

   Psalm 119:58   I sought Your favor with all my heart; Be gracious to me according to Your

word. 

IV.  Christ warns and calls the churches to repentance.



Revelation 2:16   'Therefore repent; or else I am coming to you quickly, and I will make war

against them with the sword of My mouth.  'He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 17

says to the churches.

Revelation 2:22   'Behold, I will throw her on a bed of sickness, and those who commit

adultery with her into great tribulation, unless they repent of her deeds.  'And I will kill her 23

children with pestilence, and all the churches will know that I am He who searches the minds

and hearts; and I will give to each one of you according to your deeds. ...  'He who has an ear, let 29

him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.' 

  A.  The churches were tolerating false teachers and immorality in their midst, rather than reproving and/or    

removing them. 

  B.  How do we know we have repented of our sin?  When we let go of our sin.  Christ will come and judge the

sincerity of our faith by our actions and motivations.

Revelation 22:12 "Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to render to

every person  according to what he has done.

  C.  Transition:  But it is obvious that Christ desires that His churches and His people overcome sin by faith in    

Him, for He offers to us His encouraging promises of grace and eternal glory.

V.  Christ promise grace and eternal glory to those who overcome by faith in Christ.

Revelation 2:17   '... To him who overcomes (nikao), to him I will give some of the hidden

manna, and I will give him a white stone, and a new name written on the stone which no one

knows but he who receives it.' 

Revelation 2:26   'He who overcomes (nikao), and he who keeps My deeds until the end, TO

HIM I W ILL GIVE AUTHORITY OVER THE NATIONS;

  A.  The Greek word “nikao” = “to overcome” is used as a repeated encouragement to every church.  (One    

commentator entitled his commentary on Revelation The Overcomers.)  The same apostle of Christ      

tells the churches in Asia that what overcomes the world is our faith.  By faith in Christ we resist and     

remove from the church and from our hearts all that is against Christ, all that He says He has against us.

     1 John 5:4   For whatever is born of God overcomes the world; and this is the victory that has

overcome the world-- our faith. 

  B. Those who overcome receive the promised blessings of Christ.

      1.  The hidden manna - unlike the manna from the wilderness kept hidden in the ark of the covenant in the    

Holy of Holies, manna which Israelites ate, yet died, Christ is provided as our bread of eternal life.

Revelation 2:17   '... To him who overcomes, to him I will give some of the hidden manna, and I

will give him a white stone, and a new name written on the stone which no one knows but he who

receives it.' 

John 6:48 "I am the bread of life. 49 "Your fathers ate the manna in the wilderness, and they

died. 50 "This is the bread which comes down out of heaven, so that one may eat of it and not

die. 

      2.  A white stone - justification.  In Paul’s day a black stone was used as a vote of condemnation, a white 

stone for acquittal.  



Revelation 2:17    '... To him who overcomes, to him I will give some of the hidden manna, and I

will give him a white stone, and a new name written on the stone which no one knows but he

who receives it.' 

Acts 26:10 "And this is just what I did in Jerusalem; not only did I lock up many of the saints in

prisons, having received authority from the chief priests, but also when they were being put to

death I cast my vote (stone) against them.

      3.  A new name - a new status, belonging to Christ.  With justification comes a new status.

Revelation 2:17   '... To him who overcomes, to him I will give some of the hidden manna, and I

will give him a white stone, and a new name written on the stone which no one knows but he who

receives it.' 

Revelation 22:3   There will no longer be any curse; and the throne of God and of the Lamb will be

in it, and His bond-servants will serve Him;  they will see His face, and His name will be on their 4

foreheads. 

      4.  Authority to reign with Christ over the nations (and angels, 1 Cor. 6:3)

Revelation 2:26  'He who overcomes, and he who keeps My deeds until the end, TO HIM I WILL

GIVE AUTHORITY OVER THE NATIONS;  AND HE SHALL RULE THEM WITH A ROD OF 27

IRON, AS THE VESSELS OF THE POTTER ARE BROKEN TO PIECES, as I also have received

authority from My Father; 

2 Timothy 2:12   If we endure, we will also reign with Him ;  

      5.  The morning star - Christ Himself!

Numbers 24:17 "I see him, but not now; I behold him, but not near; A star shall come forth from

Jacob, a scepter shall rise from Israel ....

Revelation 22:16 "I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things for the churches. I

am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star."

Conclusion

  A.  Christian, continue to increase in love, faith, service (diakonia), perseverance, but don’t consider such increase

as compensation for areas in our lives that are in need of repentance.

  B.  Jesus is patient, but is not indifferent to our sin, and will not tolerate it.  Has He given us time to repent?  Have

we been willing?   What could we treasure more than the inheritance He desires to grant us?

  C.  Those to whom God has given ears to hears will hear and heed these words of Christ and be richly blessed by

Christ when God sends Him to judge the world in righteousness and to make all things new.

Revelation 21:5-  And He who sits on the throne said, "Behold, I am making all things new." And

He said, "W rite, for these words are faithful and true." ..  "He who overcomes will inherit these7

things, and I will be his God and he will be My son. 
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